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Belief, Not Understanding

by Charles E. Cowman

God does not expect us to understand His ways, but rather to trust in His plan and believe that we will see the
glory of God in all things.

Scripture: Genesis 22:2
Topics: "Faith And Trust”, "Gods Sovereignty"

Description

Charles E. Cowman preaches about the importance of trusting God's ways even when we do not
understand them, using examples from the lives of Mary, Martha, Abraham, Moses, Joseph, and Jacob.
He emphasizes the need to believe in God's plan and promises, even in the midst of confusion, sorrow,
and delays, as ultimately, we will see the glory of God in the things we do not comprehend.

Transcript

"Said | not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?"
(John 11:40).

Mary and Martha could not understand what their Lord was doing. Both of them said to Him, "Lord, if thou
hadst been here, my brother had not died." Back of it all, we seem to read their thought: "Lord, we do not
understand why you have stayed away so long. We do not understand how you could let death come to
the man whom you loved. We do not understand how you could let sorrow and suffering ravage our lives
when your presence might have stayed it all. Why did you not come? It is too late now, for already he has
been dead four days!"

And to it all Jesus had but one great truth: "You may not understand; but | tell you if you believe, you will
see."

Abraham could not understand why God should ask the sacrifice of the boy; but he trusted. And he saw
the glory of God in his restoration to his love. Moses could not understand why God should keep him forty
years in the wilderness, but he trusted; and he saw when God called him to lead forth Israel from
bondage.

Joseph could not understand the cruelty of his brethren, the false witness of a perfidious woman, and the
long years of an unjust imprisonment; but he trusted, and he saw at last the glory of God in it all.
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Jacob could not understand the strange providence which permitted the same Joseph to be torn from his
father's love, but he saw the glory of God when he looked into the face of that same Joseph as the viceroy
of a great king, and the preserver of his own life and the lives of a great nation.

And so, perhaps in your life. You say, "I do not understand why God let my dear one be taken. | do not
understand why affliction has been permitted to smite me. | do not understand the devious paths by which
the Lord is leading me. | do not understand why plans and purposes that seemed good to my eyes should
be baffled. | do not understand why blessings | so much need are so long delayed.

Friend, you do not have to understand all God's ways with you. God does not expect you to understand
them. You do not expect your child to understand, only believe. Some day you will see the glory of God in
the things which you do not understand.--J. H. McC

"If we could push ajar the gates of life,

And stand within, and all God's working see,
We might interpret all this doubt and strife,
And for each mystery could find a key.

"But not today. Then be content, poor heart;
God's plans, like lilies pure and white, unfold.
We must not tear the close-shut leaves apart--
Time will reveal the calyxes of gold.

"And if, through patient toil, we reach the land
Where tired feet, with sandals loosed, may rest,
When we shall clearly know and understand,

| think that we shall say, 'God knew best.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/charles-e-cowman/belief-not-understanding/
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