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How to Interact With Lost Family Members
by Charles Leiter

Maintaining an open door, showing love, and trusting in the guidance of the Holy Spirit are key to interacting

with lost family members.

Duration: 2:52

Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-6, Galatians 6:2, James 5:16, 1 Peter 3:15

Topics: "Evangelism Strategies", "Family Ministry"

Description

This sermon addresses the challenge of interacting with family members who have rejected the gospel,
such as those practicing different beliefs or lifestyles. It emphasizes the importance of maintaining open
communication and showering love on them while standing firm in our beliefs. The speaker shares
personal experiences of struggling with knowing how much to say and when to say it, highlighting the
need for prayer and reliance on God's guidance in these delicate situations.

Transcript

I probably could speak for everybody here that we have family members who are still lost, and many of us
have reached out to them in one way or another in trying to preach the gospel. And for those who have
rejected the gospel and we still have interaction with them, do you have any wisdom on what that should
look like? You know, for instance, I have a brother who's a practicing homosexual, another brother who's a
Muslim, things like that. Once you've already made it clear what the gospel is, where you stand, what
would that interaction look like, some wisdom? Yeah, that's a really hard one.

I don't think it's right to cut people off. Let's say sometimes people think, well, I've talked to them about the
Lord and they're homosexual, and I don't even want to go be around them and that kind of thing. None of
that is right.

So we have an open door. We shower love on them, but they need to know where we stand on things.
And there may be times to bring it up again and say, you know, I know I talked to you about this.

I don't want you to feel like I'm biding you, but I'm just so burdened for your soul. I mean, it's so hard to
know what's too much. I mean, my own mother, I talked to her for hours and hours, but towards the end of
her life, I didn't talk to her very much.
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And I think I went a little too far. I wish I'd said more. But sometimes you just know that if you say anything
more, you're just going to create more problems, and you've just got to look to God to do something.

So when it comes to family gatherings, Thanksgiving, seeing Dad on the weekend, things like that, and the
talk is just trivial, and your heart is just really burdened, is that a situation where, you know, just that
tension, I guess? Yeah, this is the thing that part of what the law of Christ has to do with, is just crying out
to God to show us by His Spirit what to do. A.W. Tozer was burdened for his mother, and he thought
through all that he was going to say to her. And then he came into the room, and he just lost it all and burst
into tears and said, Mom, you're lost.

And that, you know, just the love, I mean, the love is going to come through more than anything we say.
But I feel like if we're praying for the person, if we're burdened for them, we're going to know what to say
when we're supposed to say it. And it's just nothing that you can formulate.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/-PEUVvBgK7g.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/charles-leiter/how-to-interact-with-lost-family-members/
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