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The Holy Spirit
by Charles Stanley

The Holy Spirit is essential to the work God has called us to do and to the life God has called us to live.

Duration: 19:04

Scripture: Genesis 1:26, John 14:16, Acts 1:4-5, Acts 1:7-11, Acts 1:14, Acts 2:1-4

Topics: "Holy Spirit"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers. He
refers to Acts chapter 1, where Jesus instructs his followers to wait in Jerusalem for the promised Holy
Spirit. The speaker explains that the Holy Spirit is essential for the supernatural work of sharing the gospel
and proclaiming the truth of Jesus Christ. He challenges the audience to examine their hearts and
surrender anything that hinders their obedience to God, emphasizing the need to prioritize God's will and
experience His fullness. The sermon concludes with a prayer for conviction, confession, and repentance
among the listeners.

Transcript

If I should give you a piece of paper today and say, will you write down on this piece of paper everything
you know about the Holy Spirit? I wonder how many of you rather could fill a whole page, half a page, third
of a page. I mean what you really and truly know about the Holy Spirit. Well, the Bible says a great deal
about the importance of the Holy Spirit in your life and my life as believers.

And so I want us to look at that very idea today. And I want you to turn, if you will, to Acts chapter 1. And
let's look for just a moment at what is happening here. Jesus has shown Himself for about 40 days to His
followers.

And now He's about ready to ascend. And listen to what He says. And gathering them together, He
commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, which He said,
You heard from Me.

For John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now. And
so when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, Lord, is it at this time You're restoring the
kingdom to Israel? He said to them, It is not for you to know the times or epochs which the Father has
fixed by His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.
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And you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and even to the remotest
parts of the earth. And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on. And a
cloud received Him out of their sight.

And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men in white clothing
stood before them. And they also said, Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus,
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go
into heaven. To ignore the Holy Spirit in your life is to guarantee fruitlessness and a lack of real Christian
experience when it comes to sharing your faith and making an impression and bearing a testimony that
has weight among those about you.

So I want to ask several questions about the Holy Spirit. And the first one is this, and that is, who is the
Holy Spirit? If you should ask some people, because the King James Version calls Him the Holy Ghost,
they have the idea that He's something out yonder somewhere floating around in space because they've
heard something about the Holy Ghost. But what does the Bible say as to the identity of the Holy Spirit?
Who is He? And the Bible says that the Holy Spirit is a person of the Trinity.

And so I want you to look, if you will, in the first chapter of the Bible, Genesis chapter 1, and let's look, if
you will, in verse 2. He says, And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of
the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the water. So the Holy Spirit is involved in
the creation of the world. Then in verse 26 He says, Now when the Bible says, Let us make man in our
image, who is He referring to? God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit.

The 14th chapter of John, verse 16. Now when somebody says to you, I don't believe in the Trinity, you're
going to have to cut out of the Scriptures John chapter 14 in these verses because now look, verse 16.
He's going to ask whom? The Father.

That's God the Father. He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever. That is, and He
identifies Him.

Now, how in the world can you not believe in the Trinity when there it is all in those verses, Jesus speaking
of the Father and the Holy Spirit. Who is the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is a person of the Trinity. Now I
want you to learn about five things this morning, so let's start with number one.

Who is the Holy Spirit? He is what? He is a person of the Trinity. The Bible says He also, He is not only a
person of the Trinity, but He is the promise of the Father. If you go back to Acts chapter 1 for a moment
and you'll notice what the Lord said.

Verse 4, For what the Father had promised, which He said, You heard it from Me. John baptized with
water, but you're going to be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence. In the 24th chapter of
Luke, again, another account, He says to them, having told His apostles that they must preach repentance
and forgiveness of sin, He said to them, Behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you.

Now He says, therefore, sit down, wait in the city of Jerusalem until He comes. Speaking of Pentecost. So
according to the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit is first of all, a person of the Trinity and the promise of the
Father.

Let's say it together. A person of the Trinity and the promise of the Father. He promised that He would
send the Holy Spirit.
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We read those verses there in John 14. He says, I will not leave you as orphans. I will not leave you as
comfortless.

But He says, rather, I will come to you. And through the work of the Holy Spirit and the ministry of the Holy
Spirit, the Lord Jesus Christ comes to indwell the life of the believer. And through the Holy Spirit, we live
the Christian life and carry out the work that He's called us to do.

So first of all, the Holy Spirit is a person of the Trinity and the promise of the Father. The second question
is this. Why did He come? Why did the Father send the Holy Spirit? Why did Jesus ascend to the Father,
sit at His right hand, and then send the Holy Spirit in return? Well, He sent Him for two reasons.

First of all, His coming was essential to the work God has called us to do. Let's say it together. Essential to
the work God has called us to do.

One more time. Essential to the work God has called us to do. Now think about what that work is for a
moment.

That work is supernatural work. All of us have been commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ to share our
faith. That is, our responsibility is to share the gospel of Jesus Christ, to proclaim the truth.

That is, to tell the people what Jesus Christ means to us, what He's done to us, what He's doing for us,
and what the Word of God says about Him. So that is our work. That is the work of every single believer.

That's supernatural work. When you confront somebody with the gospel of Jesus Christ, here's what's
happening. The Spirit of God is speaking through you, taking the Word of God which you know, and the
Spirit of God is taking that Word off the page, illuminating their minds to understand the truth, convicting
them of their sin, convicting them that the death of Jesus Christ was for their forgiveness, and showing
them how they could be saved, and granting them in that moment the gift of faith whereby they may
receive the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.

Apart from the Holy Spirit, nobody has ever been saved. And apart from the Holy Spirit, no one can be
saved. God does not work apart from the Holy Spirit.

So that all of God's work is supernatural work. So how in the world could God call us and give us a
commission to serve Him without giving us the Holy Spirit who would work in and through our life the
supernatural work of God, which is exactly who He is, the supernatural person of the Trinity, even as God
the Father and God the Son are supernatural persons. Now His coming was essential to the work God has
called us to do.

If you recall in John chapter 14, we read these scriptures a few moments ago, but notice what He said. He
said, The Spirit of truth whom the world cannot receive because it does not behold Him or know Him, you
know Him because He abides with you and He will be, future tense, He will be in you, referring to
Pentecost. I will not leave you as orphans.

I will come to you. So He said, I'm leaving, but I'm going to send the comfort of the Holy Spirit. He'll be in
you.

He'll be upon you. He will abide with you forever. The Holy Spirit in your life and my life is essential to the
work God has called us to do.
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How can we serve the Lord with supernatural work? If we do it in the work of the flesh. Now whether it is
preaching the gospel, playing an instrument or singing in the choir, teaching a Sunday school lesson,
sharing your faith, being a godly mother, being a godly father, being a godly employee, you and I are to
function. We are to live.

We are to express our gifts and our talents through the minister of the Holy Spirit. You and I are not just
natural beings. We are supernatural persons because we are indwelt by the supernatural presence of the
Holy Spirit of God who indwells every single believer.

He came because it was essential to the work God has called us to do. Now let's see how much you
remember. If someone should ask you, who is the Holy Spirit, who is He? First of all, He is what? A person
of the Trinity and promise of the Father.

And first of all, it was essential for Him to come, what? For the work God has called us to do. Let's say it
together. Essential to the work God has called us to do.

And the second reason He came was essential to the life God has called us to live. Essential to the life
God has called us to live. Now, it's very evident that Jesus could tell by His apostles.

They could live the Christian life apart from the Holy Spirit. He had already seen them in action, denying
Him, leaving Him. They had watched Him be crucified, rise from the dead.

Had seen Him off and on for 40 days and yet He said to them, You're not ready. You're not ready for the
work that I've called you to do. You're not ready for the life that I've called you to live.

That's why the Holy Spirit, He says, I will not leave you as orphans. I will not leave you alone. I'm coming
back.

When I come back, I'm going to be in you, with you and upon you. He says, I will abide in you and you will
abide in me. Now, Jesus is seated at the Father's right hand today, making a session for us.

So who is it that is abiding in us? Jesus is abiding in us through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit
so that every single believer is indwelt by the Spirit of God. Why? Because God knows you and I can't live
the Christian life. You share the gospel with somebody and they say, well, I would.

One of these days I plan on it. When I think I can live it, then I'm going to do it. Well, my friend, you tell
them, hey, there's no way for you to live the Christian life.

I can't live it. You can't live it. Nobody can live it.

That's why He sent the Holy Spirit to live through us the life of the Lord Jesus Christ because He knew we
couldn't do it. Now, let me ask you a question. When you get up in the morning and you get dressed and
you head out, do you ever think about the Holy Spirit? Do you ever think about the fact that you're
absolutely dependent upon Him to equip you today for whatever He's called you to do? Do you ever think
about getting on your knees by the bed before you start the day and ask Him to fill you afresh and anew
and that you commit yourself, surrender yourself to Him afresh and anew this morning so that all that you
want to do through me today, I'm trusting you, Father, that through the Holy Spirit you have absolute and
total reign in my life to do whatever you choose? Or do you get up and get dressed and take off? Why
would He go to such a design for the Christian life if you and I could get along without it and succeed in the
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Christian life or whatever He's called us to do? We can't.

The reason we get defeated over and over and over and over and over again is because we do it in the
flesh. We think because we did well yesterday, well, today I'm just going to drift. And sure enough, what
happens? You drift right into a calamity.

The Spirit of the living God is indwelling us in order that moment by moment, day by day, we have an
assistant. We have a helper. He says we have a comforter.

We have someone who is there to do for us what we cannot do. But I must be aware of that. I must rely
upon Him, yield to Him, and allow Him to do it.

And when we talk about being full of the Holy Spirit, how in the world is a person filled with the Holy Spirit?
It begins with confession of sin and repentance of sin. There is a direct connection between purity and
power. They go together.

Where there is lack of purity, there is lack of power. You cannot force power with no purity. Now listen to
me carefully.

My friend, if you want to find out what God can really do in your life, if you will face up to your sin, repent of
it, turn away from it, and tell God you are asking Him to fill you with the Holy Spirit, which means you are
surrendering all rights and authority to yourself. You want Him to control you, to guide you, to lead you, to
exercise His will in your life. And you're willing for Him to do that moment by moment, day by day.

And when you falter, you're going to confess it and reclaim His fullness in that moment. You'll be
absolutely amazed what God will do. Let me ask you a question.

What is it that you cherish in life more than you cherish to know God in His fullness? What is it that you
cherish in life more than you cherish God's supernatural expression of His power in your life? That is
available to every single believer. You've got to be willing to tell God, Lord, I take all my rights away. I lay
them down before you.

I want what you want. God, no matter whether I like it or not, I want you to have your way in my life. What
is it in your life you cherish more than you cherish the fullness of the Spirit of God and the maximum of
your potential to the glory of God? What is it in life you cherish more than that? I can't tell you what it is,
but I can put my finger on it.

Whatever in your life is standing between you and complete obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ, my friend,
you cherish that more than you do. God the Father, God the Son, God the Spirit. You cherish that more
than you cherish God having His way in your life.

You cherish that more than you want to know what God could possibly do in your life. You cherish that
more than you cherish to know God in all of His fullness, in all of His power, in all the expression of who
He is in your life. You cherish that more than you cherish to see what God could do in the lives of other
people if you would commit your life to Him.

What is your potential as a man or a woman? You don't know what that is. None of us know what our full
potential is. But I want to ask you a simple question.
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Is what you're cherishing worth the price you're paying? Think about it. Just think about it. What in the
world could God do in your life if you said, Lord, I wipe my hands of my own desires and my own will and
my own pleasure and I humble myself before you in the spirit of meekness and patience and total
commitment to your will? God, I want to see what you can do in my life.

I just have a crying out in my spirit this morning to say to you, please don't keep waiting. Please don't keep
holding on. Lay it down.

See what God will replace in your life. Father, I know that you would not so burden my heart this morning if
you did not want to do a great work among these, your people. I plead with you, Father, because that's all
I know to do is to plead with you that the Holy Spirit would send great conviction, deep, abiding,
unavoidable, irresistible conviction into the hearts of our children, your sons and daughters.

These are your people, God, and you love them, everyone. And I know that it's your heart's desire that
each one of us come before you with empty hands and a pure heart, willing to receive and willing to yield
and willing to give ourselves to you unreservedly. God, I pray today in Jesus' name, let there be
confession and repentance right here and now.

And the surrender of that whatever it is, dying to it at this very moment, and the willingness to say, Lord
Jesus, here am I. I pray, Father, for somebody here who is unsaved. Help them to understand what a
waste. Oh, God, to live all of their life apart from you, what a waste.

Lord, you see the struggle going on in some people's lives when they look at what they're holding to and
look at what you've promised and what they're holding to seems to promise so much. Oh, God, help them
to see they're being deceived by the devil. It promises much but offers and provides nothing.

Give freedom today, Father. Give freedom today is my prayer, freedom to step out to say, Yes, Lord, here
am I. And I thank you for what you're about to do in Jesus' name.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/29/SID29077.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/charles-stanley/the-holy-spirit/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 7SermonIndex.net  |  Page 7

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


