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Commentary on Acts 5-6
by Chuck Smith

Transcript

Chapter 5, the book of Acts.

At the end of the fourth chapter we have the second mention of the early pure communism that was
practiced in the first church. Where those who had possessions sold them, and they shared. As we made
note last Sunday night, financially it was disastrous. Spiritually it was a very beautiful gesture. That the
wealthier Christians had such a great love for the Lord and for the body of Christ that they were willing to
sell their possessions and put everything in a common kind of a purse. So that no one was in need in the
early church. No one had to go without. But it did turn out to be a financial disaster to the extent that later
on Paul had to take offerings from among the Gentile churches to support the poor brethren in Jerusalem.
Because after the monies are expended, then what do you do?

There had been some advocating of the church community, in these days. There are certain churches that
are attempting to reinstitute this practice in the original church. A famous vicar in London has
recommended the Church Community Concept, Dr. John Stott. And he encouraged those of his
congregation who had Mercedes and all to sell them, and they who had the large castles to sell them. To
get a smaller economical car and to create a common kind of a purse for the church and for the church
community. They called it the Church Community Concept. Not communal, but community. You each
have your own houses and all, but yet there is the sharing of the wealth within the church. | don\
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