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Daniel 6:3
by Chuck Smith

Daniel's excelling spirit was characterized by his purpose, prayer, and perception, leading to his prominence,
power, and being greatly loved.

Scripture: Proverbs 3:5, Daniel 1:8, Daniel 6:10
Topics: "The Power of Prayer", "Purposeful Living"

Description

Chuck Smith emphasizes the qualities of Daniel, a man with an excelling spirit, who exemplified purpose,
prayer, and prominence in his life. Daniel's commitment to spiritual goals and his refusal to defile himself
set him apart, while his consistent prayer life demonstrated his reliance on God. As a result, Daniel gained
prominence in the king's court, possessed deep perception, and wielded significant influence, all while
being greatly loved by God and those around him. Smith encourages believers to cultivate an excelling
spirit through purpose and prayer, leading to a life of impact and favor.

Transcript

"THE EXCELLING SPIRIT"

Intro: Another possible translation perhaps closer to the idea in the
original Hebrew "because the spirit excelled in Him" He had
discovered the true order of life. A spirit governed life.

. HOW WAS THIS SO?

A. Daniel was a man of purpose. He purposed in his heart not to
defile himself.

1. The kings meat offered first as sacrifice to idols.

2. Probably not killed according to Jewish law.

3. He could have given in to fleshly indulgence.

4. It is so important to have a goal in life.
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a. Some lust drift through life aimlessly.

b. If you don't know where you are going, you
never know when you've arrived.

c. Once you have established a goal you are half
way there.

5. We must purpose to live a spiritual life.

a. the desires of the flesh are strong.

b. The desires of the flesh are persistent.

c. It is the natural worldly bent, so easy to flow
with the current.

1. Where is the current carrying you?

B. Daniel was a man of prayer.

1. Prayer is a recognition of the weakness of my flesh and
the power of God.

a. Knowing | can't do it myself, realizing God's
capability | call on Him for help.

2. Daniel prayed in times of great stress.

a. When he needed to interpret the dream.

b. When the seventy years were about expired.
3. Daniel prayed as a matter of course.

a. It was his custom to pray three times each day
on a regular basis.

b. If we learn to pray even when things are not
urgent, we'll have less urgent prayers.

4. Prayer is a spiritual exercise.

a. Those with excelling spirits pray.

II. WHAT WAS THE RESULT?
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A. Daniel was a man of prominence.

1. Chosen for the kings court.

2. Served in high positions in three realms.

3. We need men with excelling spirits to rule.

a. They are the only ones who can rule without
corruption.

B. Daniel was a man of Perception.

1. He had understanding of dreams & visions.

2. In matters of wisdom & understanding 10 times better.
3. The man with excelling spirit always sees more than
others.

a. He sees God's purposes behind the events.

b. Thus he does not panic or despair.

c. Whenever you see me worry, you'll know | have

lost sight of God.

d. When others worried for Daniel, he did not

worry for himself.

a. Kings dream.

b. Lions den.

C. Daniel was a man of power.

1. He was an instrument for good even in a pagan court.
2. The good influence of Daniel's life affected thousands
D. He was a man greatly loved

1. "Now God had brought Daniel into favor & tender love
with the prince of the eunuchs."

2. Text.

3. The angel addressed him: "O Daniel a man greatly
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beloved."

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/chuck-smith/daniel-63/
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