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Luke 23:38

by Chuck Smith
Jesus' kingship isa central themein the Bible, and His crucifixion and resurrection demonstrate His power and
authority as King.

Scripture: Zechariah 9:9, Matthew 2:2, Luke 19:12-14, Luke 19:27, Luke 23:38, 1 Timothy 1:17, 1 Timothy 6:15
Topics: "Kingship of Christ", "Faith and Redemption”

Description

Chuck Smith emphasizes the significance of Jesus as the King of the Jews, tracing the title from His birth
through His crucifixion. He highlights how Jesus' kingship was acknowledged by the wise men, prophesied
in Zechariah, and ultimately displayed on the cross. The sermon reflects on the transformation of one of
the criminals crucified alongside Jesus, who recognized Jesus' kingship and sought His mercy, illustrating
the power of faith and revelation. Smith challenges the audience to consider whether Jesus is the King
and Lord of their lives, urging them to reflect on what or who truly reigns over them. The message
culminates in the reminder of Jesus' eternal kingship and the importance of acknowledging Him as Lord.

Transcript

The King Of The Jews

I. This title began shortly after His birth.

A. When the wise men came from the East following the star, they
came to Herod and enquired "Where is He that is born King of
the Jews?"

B. In His entry into Jerusalem He was fulfilling the prophecy of
Zechariah.

ZEC 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of
Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he [is] just,

and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and
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upon a colt the foal of an ass.

C. He gave a series of parables beginning in Matthew 22 concern
the King which is obviously a reference to Himself.

D. When they brought Jesus to Pilate one of the charges that they
brought against Him was He said that He was Messiah the King.
E. Pilate then asked Him if He were a King, and Jesus responded,
"You said it."

1. John tells us that He said, "To this end was | born,

and for this cause came | into the world."

F. We read how the soldiers mocked Him and put on a purple robe
and a crown of thorns on His head and said, "Hail, King of the
Jews."

G. When Pilate presented Jesus to the people he declared, "Behold
your King."

H. The title that was put above His head as He hung on the

cross was, "This is the King of the Jews."

I. Jesus often spoke of the Kingdom.

1. When the angel announced to Mary that she was to give

birth to the Messiah, he told her, "And Lord God shall

give to Him the throne of His father David and He shall

reign over the house of David forever, and of His

kingdom there shall be no end.

2. The message of John the Baptist was, Repent for the

kingdom of heaven is at hand.

3. Matthew tells us that this was also the message that

Jesus began to preach as He went about Galilee

preaching the gospel of the kingdom.
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4. Jesus began to announce the requirements to get into
that kingdom.

a. Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is

the kingdom.

b. Blessed are they who are persecuted for
righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom

of heaven.

c. Your righteousness must exceed that of the

scribes and the Pharisee's if you are to enter

the kingdom.

d. He told them that not all who say "Lord, Lord"

were going to enter the kingdom, but he that

did the will of the Father.

5. He told His disciples to pray, "Thy Kingdom come,"
6. They were told to seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness.

7. You cannot have a kingdom without a king.

II. This brings us to the story of the two criminals that were crucified on either side of Jesus. A. Why would
God ordain that His Son be crucified between two thieves. It was obviously a part of God's eternal plan for
it was predicted in the prophecy of Isaiah, "And he will be numbered with the transgressors in His death."
1. In His life they found fault with Him because He would keep company with sinners, and even eat with
them. 2. Now in His death, he is in company with sinners. 3.

In defending His association with sinners Jesus said that did not come to call the righteous, but the sinners
to repentance. 4. He had also stated that, those who are whole do not need a physician, but those who
are sick. B. In the beginning of the ordeal we are told that both thieves were joining the crowd in mocking
Jesus. 1. That was at nine in the morning when they all began hanging on their crosses. 2. Three hours
have now passed and it is noon, during this three hours a transformation has been going on in the heart of
one of the malefactors. 3.

When His friend began again to rail against Jesus, he rebuked his friend saying, "Do you not fear God,
seeing you are in the same condemnation? We are here because we deserve to be here, but this man has
done nothing amiss.” In essence he was saying "Knock it off." 4. Then addressing Jesus he said, "Lord,
when you come into your kingdom, will you remember me?" 5. How did he know that Jesus was a king? 1.
No doubt by reading the accusation above His head for it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek.
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"This is the King of the Jews." 6. What is amazing is how he believed that though Jesus was dying, yet He
was coming into His kingdom. 1. This can be attributed to nothing less than a revelation of the Holy Spirit.
Truly salvation is of the Lord. 2. The Holy Spirit had given to him greater spiritual insight than even that of
the disciples. 3. Their hope of the kingdom was shattered with His crucifixion. Yet somehow this man
realized that even though Jesus was dying, yet He was coming into His Kingdom. 4.

Jesus had told Pilate that His kingdom was not of this world, else His servants would have been fighting to
defend it. 5. To me it is amazing that the only gospel that he probably ever had was written above the
head of a dying man, yet he believed the gospel. 6. Even as Jesus had said that the men of Nineveh will
rise in the resurrection with this generation and condemn it for they repented at the preaching of Jonah,
and behold a greater than Jonah is here. a. So | believe that this thief will rise in the resurrection with this
generation and condemn it for he repented by reading the inscription above the head of Jesus, and surely
a fuller gospel is being presented to you this day.

lll. The Kingship of Jesus is spoken of in the epistles. 1Tl 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God [be] honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen 1Tl 6:15 Which in his times he
shall shew, [who is] the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords. A. When He
returns in glory we are told that on His vesture will be a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS. B. These are the things that the scriptures teach concerning Jesus as King. 1.

He is the King of the Jews. 2. He is the King over the whole earth. 3. He is KING OF KINGS AND LORD
OF LORDS. C. The question is, "Is He the King and Lord of your life?" 1. Remember the declaration of
Jesus in Luke 19 LUK 19:12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for
himself a kingdom, and to return. LUK 19:13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten
pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till | come. LUK 19:14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a
message after him, saying, We will not have this [man] to reign over us. 2.

Are you as those who said, "We will not have this man to reign over us"? 3. Listen to their fate according to
Jesus. LUK 19:27 But those mine enemies, which would not that | should reign over them, bring hither,
and slay [them] before me. D. The second question is, "If Jesus is not the King and Lord over your life,
then who or what is?" 1. Every man bows his knee to some scepter. a. Is your life ruled by your desire for
pleasure? b. Is it the desire for success? c. Do the lusts of your flesh rule your life? 2.

It is very important that you define in your mind before whose throne you are bowing your knee, and
paying your homage. Your eternal destiny is determined by it. E. We are told when the Lord comes to
judge the earth, He will gather the nations before Him and to those on His right side, He will say, "Come ye
blessed of the Father, inherit the kingdom that has been prepared for you from the foundations of the
earth." But to those on the left He shall say, "Depart from Me ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared for
the devil and his angels."

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/chuck-smith/luke-2338/
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