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Prayer Is Effective
by Colin Peckham

Colin Peckham emphasizes the transfor mative power and effectiveness of prayer through historical examples
and personal testimonies.

Scripture: Exodus 32:31, Psalm 145:18, Matthew 18:19, Luke 11:1, Acts 1:14, Romans 9:3, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians
4:6, Hebrews 5:7, James 5:16
Topics: "Effective Prayer", "Intercessory Prayer"

Description

Colin Peckham emphasizes the power and effectiveness of prayer through historical examples like the
prayer movement in New York led by Charles Lamphier in 1858, which resulted in a great revival with
50,000 people coming to Christ weekly. He also shares the impact of prayer in Korea, where the church
has exploded in growth, attributing it to the strong prayer culture within the church. Peckham highlights
biblical figures like Jesus, Moses, and Paul who prayed fervently for others, showing the deep impact of
intercessory prayer. He also recounts personal experiences of powerful prayer meetings that led to divine
encounters and breakthroughs.

Transcript

Prayer is effective. In 1858 Charles Lamphier in New York was asked by some men to take over a little
hall to keep it open, and he said he would. He had little cards printed and he went out himself to give them
to the churches, announcing they were going to have a little prayer meeting in the middle of the day. So he
waited there in that little hall. Not many people came that first day, but they said, "Let's have it next week."
So they had it the next week and there were many more and many more, and suddenly, it bred prayer
meetings all over New York and suddenly it leapt to other cities and all across America. This great prayer
movement continued, and at the height of that movement 50,000 people were coming to Christ every
week. The people prayed, and God was able to move and work in a wonderful way.

In Korea there were three million Christians twenty-five years ago. There are twelve million Christians
today. A Korean pastor came to Edinburgh, and | showed him around the Faith Mission College, and he
was impressed. He said, "When you come to Korea, you come to see my church." So when | went to
Korea | phoned him and he took me to his church.

This church was absolutely magnificent. There was a hall with around three thousand seats, and below
that was a hall seating fifteen hundred, and beneath that were conference rooms--a great massive
structure in the middle of Seoul with five layers of parking underneath it. Next to it was a five-story building
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of education and Sunday school, a huge structure. On the other side was a five-story accommodation
block. We went in and all down the hall on both sides were doors close to each other. The pastor said,
"These are prayer rooms. You can go in there singly or two or three or five--go in and pray." On the first
level was the Western accommodations, the next level, the Eastern, Korean accommodations, and on the
top again, prayer rooms. Prayer is in the very architecture of the building. Can you wonder that the church
has exploded?

Jesus prayed with strong crying and tears. Ordinarily Jesus gave very little evidence of strong emotion, but
when He prayed, we read He prayed with strong crying and tears. Moses said, "Oh, this people have
sinned a great sin...yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, | pray Thee, out of Thy book
which Thou hast written" (Exodus 32:31-32). Paul said the same sort of thing: "For | could wish that myself
were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh" (Romans 9:3).

We were in a convention in Northern Ireland. We prayed in the morning and prayed in the afternoon and
preached at night for a week. | will ever remember those prayer meetings. God came down and met us
and broke us in the place of prayer. That's the secret of the evening conquests. There were moments of
tremendous power.

Martin Lloyd-Jones tells the story of a sea captain at the small church he pastored in Wales before he
went to Westminster Chapel in London. At their normal weekly evening prayer meeting, this godly, retired
sea captain was present. Martin Lloyd-Jones said, "We sang a hymn, and then | asked him to open in
prayer He began to pray, but he was struggling. He couldn't get words; he was having difficulty getting
through. On he went, and he couldn't get through. Ten minutes went by, and suddenly he broke into the
presence of God. Suddenly the words began to flow."

Lloyd-Jones said, "We sat there. Oh, the presence of God! We were bathing in the wonderful presence of
God as God came down into that meeting. He prayed on and on and on, and then eventually he said,
'‘Amen.' Then for the first time | looked at my watch: twenty-five to one!"

That's a remarkable and unique occurrence and experience. But you see, Dr. Lloyd-Jones was totally
"with him." What made Dr. Lloyd-Jones' ministry was that he was a man of prayer as well as a great
preacher. Prayer is so absolutely essential, and it is exclusive and effective.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/colin-peckham/prayer-is-effective/
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