| sermon JeSl

Epistle 2
by Cyprian of Carthage

The Roman Clergy reminds the Carthaginian Clergy of their duty to exhort the brethren to stand firmin the faith
and provide for their needs during the Bishop's absence.

Scripture: Ezekiel 34:2, John 10:11, 1 Corinthians 12:26, James 5:14, 1 Peter 4:8
Topics: "Persevering Faith", "Shepherd Leadership"

Description

Cyprian of Carthage, through a letter from the Roman clergy, is reminded of his duty to shepherd the flock
during his absence, emphasizing the importance of standing firm in the faith amidst persecution and
idolatry. The clergy urge Cyprian to be a good shepherd, not a hireling, and to exhort the brethren to
repent and remain steadfast in their beliefs, even if faced with fear and danger. They stress the need to
care for the fallen, the sick, widows, prisoners, and catechumens, and to ensure the proper burial of
martyrs and others, highlighting the rewards of faithful service and the importance of unity and support
within the Church.

Transcript

FROM THE ROMAN CLERGY TO THE CARTHAGINIAN CLERGY, ABOUT THE RETIREMENT OF THE
BLESSED CYPRIAN.

ARGUMENT.--THE ROMAN CLERGY HAD LEARNT FROM CREMENTIUS THE SUB-DEACON, THAT
IN THE TIME OF PERSECUTION CYPRIAN HAD WITHDRAWN HIMSELF. THEREFORE, WITH THEIR
ACCUSTOMED ZEAL FOR THE FAITH, THEY REMIND THE CARTHAGINIAN CLERGY OF THEIR
DUTY, AND INSTRUCT THEM WHAT TO DO IN THE CASE OF THE LAPSED, DURING THE
INTERVAL OF THE BISHOP'S ABSENCE.

1. We have been informed by Crementius the sub-deacon, who came to us from you, that the blessed
father Cyprian has for a certain reason withdrawn; "in doing which he acted quite rightly, because he is a
person of eminence, and because a conflict is impending,” which God has allowed in the world, for the
sake of cooperating with His servants in their struggle against the adversary, and was, moreover, willing
that this conflict should show to angels and to men that the victor shall be crowned, while the vanquished
shall in himself receive the doom which has been made manifest to us. Since, moreover, it devolves upon
us who appear to be placed on high, in the place of a shepherd, to keep watch over the flock; if we be
found neglectful, it will be said to us, as it was said to our predecessors also, who in such wise negligent
had been placed in charge, that "we have not sought for that which was lost, and have not corrected the
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wanderer, and have not bound up that which was broken, but have eaten their milk, and been clothed with
their wool;" and then also the Lord Himself, fulfilling what had been written in the law and the prophets,
teaches, saying, "I am the good shepherd, who lay down my life for the sheep. But the hireling, whose own
the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf scatter-eth
them." To Simon, too, He speaks thus: "Lovest thou me? He answered, | do love Thee. He saith to him,
Feed my sheep." We know that this saying arose out of the very circumstance of his withdrawal, and the
rest of the disciples did likewise.

2. We are unwilling, therefore, beloved brethren, that you should be found hirelings, but we desire you to
be good shepherds, since you are aware that no slight danger threatens you if you do not exhort our
brethren to stand stedfast in the faith, so that the brotherhood be not absolutely rooted out, as being of
those who rush headlong into idolatry. Neither is it in words only that we exhort you to this; but you will be
able to ascertain from very many who come to you from us, that, God blessing us, we both have done and
still do all these things ourselves with all anxiety and worldly risk, having before our eyes rather the fear of
God and eternal sufferings than the fear of men and a short-lived discomfort, not forsaking the brethren,
but exhorting them to stand firm in the faith, and to be ready to go with the Lord. And we have even
recalled those who were ascending to do that to which they were constrained. The Church stands in faith,
notwithstanding that some have been driven to fall by very terror, whether that they were persons of
eminence, or that they were afraid, when seized, with the fear of man: these, however, we did not
abandon, although they were separated from us, but exhorted them, and do exhort them, to repent, if in
any way they may receive pardon from Him who is able to grant it; test, haply, if they should be deserted
by us, they should become worse.

3. You see, then, brethren, that you also ought to do the like, so that even those who have fallen may
amend their minds by your exhortation; and if they should be seized once more, may confess, and may so
make amends for their previous sin. And there are other matters which are incumbent on you, which also
we have here added, as that if any who may have fallen into this temptation begin to be taken with
sickness, and repent of what they have done, and desire communion, it should in any wise be granted
them. Or if you have widows or bedridden people who are unable to maintain themselves, or those who
are in prisons or are excluded from their own dwellings, these ought in all cases to have some to minister
to them. Moreover, catechumens when seized with sickness ought not to be deceived, but help is to be
afforded them.

And, as matter of the greatest importance, if the bodies of the martyrs and others be not buried, a
considerable risk is incurred by those whose duty it is to do this office. By whomsoever of you, then, and
on whatever occasion this duty may have been performed, we are sure that he is regarded as a good
servant,--as one who has been faithful in the least, and will be appointed ruler over ten cities. May God,
however, who gives all things to them that hope in Him, grant to us that we may all be found in these
works. The brethren who are in bonds greet you, as do the elders, and the whole Church, which itself also
with the deepest anxiety keeps watch over all who call on the name of the Lord. And we likewise beg you
in your turn to have us in remembrance.

Know, moreover, that Bassianus has come to us; and we request of you who have a zeal for God, to send
a copy of this letter to whomsoever you are able, as occasions may serve, or make your own
opportunities, or send a message, that they may stand firm and stedfast in the faith. We bid you, beloved
brethren, ever heartily farewell.
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Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/cyprian-of-carthage/epistle-2/
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