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Jesus Christ Is Lord
by Dale Gish

Jesus Christ must have liberty in every detail of our lives and we must be open to His challenge in order to take

our walk with God seriously.

Duration: 56:03

Scripture: Proverbs 15:28, Matthew 6:33, Acts 17:10, Acts 17:19

Topics: "Following God", "Christian Living"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of recognizing and embracing the calling of God in
our lives. He warns against being distracted by worldly desires and urges listeners to keep their calling
pure. The sermon focuses on the practical outworkings of faith, highlighting the need for everyday actions
that reflect our true identity in Christ. The speaker shares personal testimony of how feeding the flesh led
him down a destructive path, emphasizing the consequences of not aligning our lives with God's will. The
sermon also references biblical passages, such as Jeremiah and Peter's vision, to illustrate the message
of obedience and surrender to God's calling.

Transcript

Hello, this is Brother Denny. Welcome to Charity Ministries. Our desire is that your life would be blessed
and changed by this message.

This message is not copyrighted and is not to be bought or sold. You are welcome to make copies for your
friends and neighbors. If you would like additional messages, please go to our website for a complete
listing at www.charityministries.org. If you would like a catalog of other sermons, please call
1-800-227-7902 or write to Charity Ministries, 400 West Main Street, Suite 1, EFRA PA 17522.

These messages are offered to all without charge by the free will offerings of God's people. A special
thank you to all who support this ministry. Let's pray.

Holy Father, You know the stirrings that are in our heart. But God, it's our desire today that we would know
the stirrings that are in Your heart. Oh God, what would that do to us if we could feel what You feel? If we
could know what You know.

Father, have Your way with this assembly today. I was so overwhelmed, Lord, when I walked in here. And
I saw the whole panorama of the youth on the risers.
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I was taken back, Lord. But what will it be if we caught a vision of Your glory? Oh God, do it to us today.
We can't do it with words.

We can't do it of ourselves, Father. We just plead today that You would visit us with the visitation of God.
That Your presence would be very real in our midst.

And that we would open our hearts to You is our prayer. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. You may be
seated.

Well, we greet you again today in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. We certainly want to gather in His
name. And we certainly want Him to be Lord.

You know, I'm not sure there really is any other way to truly gather in His name than when Jesus Christ is
Lord. And when He has liberty. I mean, that's what happens when Jesus Christ is Lord.

He has liberty to say whatever He wants to say. And we're just awaiting people before Him. Ready to
receive whatever He wants to bring, however He wants to bring it.

May we gather that way all week long this week. And when this week is over, may we never ever again
gather any other way. That will change you.

When you meet with God on His terms, time after time after time, that will create a walk with God in your
life. I have thought some about the invitations that were sent out for us to come to this place. I believe it
said that it was for youth who are serious about your walk with God.

Serious. That's a good self-examination for each of us on a regular basis. Do you know why? Because
there are lots of people who really do want to go to heaven when they die.

They really do. But they're not all serious about their walk with God in a life-changing way here upon the
earth. Serious does not mean half-hearted.

Serious does not mean mixing that desire in with the desires of the flesh. And, brothers and sisters, that
happens all the time. That's a good definition of mainstream Christianity.

Serious does not mean mixing that desire in with the American dream so that you can have all of that and
Jesus too. For Paul, serious meant crucifixion. That is serious.

I wonder how many of you have ever been to a crucifixion. I'm going to say that I hope you have. And I
hope it was very real to you.

If you've never been to one, then I trust that you will attend one this week. A crucifixion is a very serious
thing. A very serious scene, if you think about it.

Especially if you are the one that is to be crucified. Picture it. That's how serious Paul was about his walk
with God.

Paul said, I am crucified with Christ. Paul said, I'm crucified to this world. And this world is crucified unto
me.

Dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God. Paul was serious about his walk with God. And the invitations to
this place to come and be encouraged for that kind of walk with God, those invitations went everywhere.
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I marvel where all those invitations went. You know, God is no respecter of persons. When God finds
someone, anyone, anywhere who is serious about their walk with God like Paul was serious, God is even
more serious than we are.

And may that be an exciting thought to us this week. And so, God bless each one of you for coming. There
are many people, I believe, who got that invitation that did not come.

They're not here. I'm going to tell you, when I was your age, I would not have come. But each one of you
are here.

And God bless each one of you for coming. You know, as I was looking over the crowd, I had to think,
what a wide variety of backgrounds, culture, people that we have here in one place for this week. What a
collage we are.

And I had to think, wouldn't it be interesting if we could just get a glimpse into each life that is here? Just a
glimpse into your homes. How you relate to your authority or your parents. Just a glimpse into your
fellowship.

And to see how you relate there, if you have a fellowship. Just a glimpse into your circle of friends. You
know, the peer pressure that you have yielded your life to, to be influenced by them.

For me, if you go back the road far enough, it's getting back there a ways now. But if you go back to when
I was your age, there's a point there where you could have gone into the home where I lived with my
parents. Into the bedroom, along one wall were two long shelves.

And those shelves were clear full of trophies, accomplishments, achievements, victories in competition, in
sports, education and agriculture. And they were very beautiful. I liked to look at them.

It seemed like they glistened some. And I was very proud of them. I had them situated on the wall right
across from my bed, so that when I laid down at night, I could see them.

And when I got up in the morning, that could very well be the first thing that I saw. And those things
created a motivation in my life. They did.

I figured up one time that I played basketball between 25 and 30 hours a week in season. 25 to 30 hours a
week. And I was diligent.

I knew what it was to play ball before a bleacher stomping crowd with the pep band playing Georgia Girl
and the cheerleaders leading a cheer and the press was there. But I want to tell you folks something
today. Those trophies, I threw them all away one day.

I threw them in the garbage where they belong. I call those years wasted years. I call them wasted years
because they distracted me from the call of God that I know was upon my life.

I knew it was there. I felt it. I just didn't take it serious.

Like Paul did. Those years distracted me to serve my flesh and my ego instead of my God. Now, I just
want to say today that there is a way that seemeth right to a man.
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But the end thereof are the ways of death. That is part of my testimony of my own life. When my flesh
stopped being fulfilled with those things, when the attention stopped coming in, my flesh got real ugly.

You add just a couple of years to those scenes of my life and I'm going to tell you where I was. And I have
to say this with all humility and brokenness because you would have found me sitting in prison as a thief
with my head between my hands. And I was saying, Dale, how in this world did you ever get here? When I
was feeding my flesh in what seemed to be a reasonable and an honorable way, I had no idea how it was
going to work itself out in years to come.

And I want to tell you here today, if in some subtle way you are feeding the flesh, you are keeping that
door open, you are protecting that area of life, you have no idea how that thing is going to work itself out in
your life in years to come. There is a way that seemed right to a man. Those years seemed right to me.

But the end thereof are the ways of death. And I want each of you to know today, no question, there is a
calling of God upon each one of your life. A very special calling.

And I encourage you to take it seriously. Don't be distracted to serve the flesh. Don't mix that calling in with
the American dream.

Keep it pure. So, we are here today. We are here this week to take our walk with God in a serious way in
our youth.

We have a subject before us that we would like to hold this week. For a title, we would like to have
Practical Outworkings of Faith. Practical Outworkings of Faith.

There is a key word in that title that will be a foundation for us upon which everything that we have to bring
this week will come. Do you know what it is? Is it practical? The everyday life part that shows who we
really are? No, that's not it. That is part of the building.

But that's not the foundation. Is it outworkings? The works that we do? That is part of the building. But it's
not part of the foundation.

Is it of faith? Brothers and sisters, that is it. Right there is the foundation upon which everything that we
have to bring this week must come. Because whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

And it's faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Because other foundation can no man lay than is already laid. Jesus
Christ.

And it's not a shallow faith in Him. It's not a lighthearted, flippant commitment before God that's here today
and gone tomorrow. That's not what it is.

We're talking about a deep-rooted, life-changing, unshakable faith in God. And I would challenge you. Do
you know what life-changing is? It's not just challenged.

It's changed. I mean, you're different now. You think different.

You've been renewed by the spirit of your mind. You make different choices. You don't like the same
things that you used to like.
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You do things different now. A life-changing faith in God. And when you have that, there are things that will
work themselves out of that kind of faith, and they will end up right in your everyday life.

And when they do, that is when Jesus Christ is Lord. Oh, how He wants to be Lord of all, for each one that
is here. There is something that I would like to say about that.

It just seemed that God was laying this very heavy upon my heart as I prepared for this week. And I want
to say this to each one of us that is here. That until Jesus Christ is Lord, you are not going to let Him get
practical.

You're not going to let Him touch you in one area of your everyday life in a practical way until Jesus Christ
is Lord. Until your hands are off of the controls of your life, and you are out of the way, and He has liberty.
And if you're not going to let Him touch your life in a practical way, I guarantee you today, you're sure not
going to let me do it.

So, as I began to think about that and to meditate and to pray, Lord, what do I bring to this special
assembly that you are going to bring together? It just seemed like God was pressing on my heart and
saying, Dale, you better bring a whole message on that. That Jesus Christ is Lord. You better lay a good,
strong foundation on that one, or you are wasting your time to even think of trying to get practical with
someone's life.

It won't happen. And so I thought, okay, Lord, whatever You say, we'll have one whole message on Jesus
Christ is Lord, to lay a foundation for practical outworkings of faith. And so I went to work, and I was just
thinking I have direction here.

And I began to meditate, and I began to think, and it just seemed like God was pressing on my heart. And
He was just saying, Dale, you better have two foundational messages before you even try to get practical.
And I thought, okay, Lord, whatever You say, it's what we'll do.

I want Him to be Lord. We'll have two foundational messages before we get practical. So, I got excited
about that, and I went to work, and I began to pray and to meditate on what God would have me to bring to
this place, and it just seemed like the finger of God was tapping me on the shoulder.

And He was just saying, Dale, you better have three foundational messages before you even think of
trying to get practical. Getting practical gets touchy real quick. And I knew it was true, but I was thinking,
Lord, we're never going to get practical.

But I believe God was just trying to impress it upon me in a very clear, a very strong way that until Jesus
Christ is Lord, you're not going to let Him touch your everyday life in a practical way. And I'll just tell you,
when I realized God was trying to impress that upon my heart that clearly, then I got a burden that I want
to impress it on your heart just that clearly. So, I have a title for the message today.

I want the title to be that Jesus Christ is Lord. And I want you to know right up front, as we consider
practical things, that I'm not even slightly interested in coming up with some rules and regulations to give
you to guide you. God forbid that I would do that when I believe the Scriptures teach against rules to
regulate a godly life.

But I would like to talk to you as a father. I'd like to talk to you as a friend and a brother. I want that to be
part of our relationship.
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But I also maybe want to talk to you a little bit as a fellow pilgrim. Only just as someone who's been down
the road just a little farther. Who can call back as a father.

I want to talk to you that way. What does it mean that Jesus Christ is Lord? I want you to know that Jesus
Christ is not Lord until He has liberty in every detail of what you do and who you are. You can't hold
anything back from Him and say that He is Lord of all.

We've all heard the old saying that if He isn't Lord of all, He isn't Lord at all. And that's true. He must have
liberty.

I mean complete liberty without you throwing a fit. Life-changing liberty if He is Lord. And you know, I've
just noticed this, but whenever things like details of everyday life, whenever people hear things like that,
words start coming up in their mind like legalism and picky and religion.

And I want you to know something today. God is not legalistic. But He is a Father.

God is not legalistic. He is not picky. But I want to tell you today one thing that I know that God is.

And I want to lift it up today. I know that God is holy. God is very, very holy.

And I want to tell you today that I have a lot of joy in my heart as a child of God. I believe I have a witness
that the presence of God is here. I believe I have peace with God.

And I rejoice in that. And it causes my heart to rejoice in God my Savior. But there are times mixed in with
that joy that I feel a burden.

And it's a heavy burden. It's a painful burden. I think I would describe it somewhat as a longing.

A painful longing as a child of God. Do you know why? It's because sometimes I just get this sensing that
we don't have any idea. Even as children of God, we don't have any idea how holy God is.

I'm not sure that's registered and stuck with us yet. I'm not sure that we've got a vision of the holiness of
God. I mean, we know that yes, He's our Savior.

Yes, He died. And yes, He rose again. But I'm not sure we've got a vision of the holiness of God.

And oh, that youth would get a hold of that. You know, youth who are serious about their walk with God
must get a hold of that. At least in a measure.

But I see the people of God living their Christian life and going their own way and forgetting the Scripture
that says for each one of us to be ye holy as I am holy. God says, I mean, that's quite a commandment.
And I want you to know today that that doesn't just automatically happen.

There's always an option with a commandment. You can either obey it or you can disobey it. And
disregard it.

That's quite a commandment. Be ye holy as I am holy. And you'll never do that until you've got a vision, at
least in a measure, of the holiness of God.

And brothers and sisters, our holiness is more than just our position of being in Christ. It's more than just
who we are in Him. It is that.
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And praise God, let's rejoice in that. But it's more than that. Or it wouldn't be a commandment.

It's also power over temptation in our everyday life. The holiness of God is also separation from this world
big time. It's victory over covetousness.

It's respect for your authority like Jesus had for His. If there was ever a youth who knew more than his
parents. If there ever was a youth who was right every time when his parents were wrong.

It was Jesus Christ. And He went home and He was subject. Holiness is focusing on Christ in everyday
life.

Like the song says, take time to be holy. Be calm in thy soul. Each thought and each motive beneath His
control.

You know, that song is very, very scriptural. I mean, bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience
of Jesus Christ. Each thought and each motive beneath His control.

And by looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be. That's as scriptural as you can get. But we all with open
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord.

That's looking to Jesus. Are changed into the same image. Like Him thou shalt be.

And we're changed from glory to glory. Thy friends in thy conduct. That's everyday life, brothers and
sisters.

Thy friends in thy conduct. His likeness shall see. That's a pretty good definition of Jesus Christ is Lord
right there.

Each thought and each motive beneath His control. When Jesus Christ is Lord, I want us to know that that
is a holy thing. That is a very practical thing.

And it's a totally complete thing because it gets right into the middle of everything that you do and
everything that you are. I hope I have liberty today to speak very plainly. I hope I have that liberty all week.

And I know that there's danger in that because there's always people who will take parts of what you say
and they'll isolate it. And then it's full of holes. I trust that that won't happen today, this week.

But I'm fully aware of the potential there. My desire is that Jesus Christ would be Lord of each life that is
here. And I'm going to say this carefully, but I'm going to say that I'm just not sure that He is.

As I was praying, as I was meditating on this, it just seemed like God kept saying, I'm not. I'm not Lord of
every life that's going to be there. The door into the hearts of some of these youth is not open as wide as
they think it is.

You know, sometimes as Christians we build a little wall around us. We do. And we put that wall there to
protect ourselves from each other.

And sometimes we use this wall to protect ourselves against God. Sometimes we use this wall so that we
can fulfill some lust of the flesh and still look spiritual. Sometimes we use this wall so that we don't have to
take a close look and examination at our heart.
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And this wall that we use, stay with me here. This wall is one of the most precious things that you will ever
have. It really is.

It's one of the most precious treasures that you will ever have. And it can be used for altogether the wrong
reasons. You know what it is? I want to say this carefully, but I know that I've seen this happen.

That wall is your testimony of being born again. Your born again testimony. And without question, that is
the most precious thing that you will ever have.

Amen? I mean, and you need to protect it. You need to guard that thing. But don't use it to protect the
flesh.

Now, how in the world would you ever use your born again testimony to protect the flesh? Well, I've seen
people who were challenged in a specific area of their life that they did not want to be challenged in. And
do you know what they did? It was a touchy area. And so they rejected it.

Because they've been born again. I have the Spirit of God now. I'm not drifting.

I'm a child of God. And they rejected it because they didn't want to be challenged. They just used that
thing as a wall to protect themselves from close examination of their heart.

But I want you folks to know that when you're born again, you don't just automatically dress modestly. Did
you know that? When you're born again, you're not automatically free from lust. No more temptations
there.

That's not the way it is. When you're born again, you don't automatically listen to the right music. You don't
automatically choose the right friends.

You don't automatically have power over temptation. And you're just not drawn to this world anymore. I'd
love to tell you it was that way.

But that's not the way it is. But I want you to know today that you do have all of those things. You do have
freedom from lust.

You do have power over sin. You do dress modest. You are not drawn to this world in any way.

You do have all of those things. When Jesus Christ, when each thought and each motive is beneath His
control, you have all of those things. That's why we need to bring that wall down just a little bit today.

Let's not get rid of it. Let's protect that thing. Let's guard it jealously.

But let's bring it down just a little bit so God can shine His light into our heart and show us who we really
are. When you're born again, Jesus Christ is not automatically Lord of all. I want to say that carefully.

I want you to hear my heart. But we need to let God show us what is in our heart. If we don't, we'll be in
trouble down the road.

When I was your age, I know that I was just like you in many ways. I noticed things. I observed things.

I saw decisions that other people were making. Some of my friends, I saw some changes that they were
making in their spiritual life and in their walk with God. I saw changes that they were making in their
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churches.

And at that point, there was some question in my mind how all of that would turn out. I wasn't sure. I was
young back then.

I couldn't see down the road too far. And I wasn't sure how it would turn out. There were some older
people who were more than happy to tell me what would happen.

But that isn't always a young person's favorite horse to ride, is it? But I will tell you this. When you get
older, and you think about this. When you get older, you do get somewhat of a vantage point.

That means you do get somewhat of a view. And you can see how some things turned out. That's
something youth don't have.

Unless you're willing to listen. I can look back on some decisions that my friends made. I can look back on
some of their choices.

I can look back on some of the lifestyles that they chose. I can look back on some of the churches that
they changed from and to. And I can look at them today, and I can see with my own two eyes exactly
where they're at.

That's part of the vantage point that I'm referring to. And I can see that some of those decisions that they
made just opened the door for them to serve the flesh. And I look back on it now, and I can just say.

Some of those decisions looked so spiritual. They looked so scriptural when they made those decisions.
But I can look back on them today, and I can say with deep conviction.

Those decisions weren't as spiritual as it looked like they were at the time. That's a caution. When you get
my age, I'm just going to say it this way.

I not only saw that happen in some of my friends years ago. But I saw it happen again in these people
over here. And then I saw it happen again in these people over here.

And as you get older, I'm just going to tell you. You begin to see patterns that repeat themselves. It did it
here in my friends.

Almost the exact same thing happened here. And the same thing happened again over here. And you see
patterns.

And they just repeat themselves over and over again. And there's one thing that amazes me that is always
the same in all patterns. Do you know what it is? It's the people who are repeating the pattern have no
idea.

They don't have a clue how predictable the thing is that they're doing. That's amazing to me. They declare
it's not so.

I mean, what happened to others? That's not going to happen to them because they prayed about this
thing. And they feel led of God to do this. I've heard that thing repeated.

And it's just a pattern. And I want to lay it before you as a caution. We just repeat history over and over
again declaring that we're not going to do it.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 10

Because we've heard from the Lord. And I'm really not sure what to do with all of that. It's in my heart.

I've observed it. It's very, very real to me. But I don't really want to turn young people off by talking about it.

And so I was just praying about what to do with this. And it just seemed like God was just saying, share it
as a seed planted. So I'm just going to plant a seed here.

And if there's some fertile soil out there, by God's grace, it can take root and be a caution in your life. And
give direction in someone's heart. Here is one of them.

When someone is challenged in a specific way in a practical area of their everyday life that they don't want
to be challenged in. And they go straight up. I mean, they react big time.

And maybe not on the outside. Maybe just on the inside. Maybe on the inside and the outside.

But in one way or another, they reject it. And they just declare, what you're saying is legalism. You're
putting emphasis on the outside instead of the inside.

That's not right. What you're saying has nothing to do with salvation. I just want to tell you, when that is the
response in your heart, Jesus Christ probably is not Lord of that life.

Someone else is on the throne. And He's being challenged. That's what's happening.

And that thing has repeated itself over and over so many times that chances of it not being true are almost
zero. You look at that person 20 years down the road, and there's the vantage point that someone older
has. You don't have that yet.

But you just mark it down in your mind. You look at that person 20 years down the road, and you're going
to see a person who has an independent spirit and loves to fulfill the flesh in one way or another. Another
thing that I've noticed is that when a person is challenged in a specific area of their everyday life in a
practical way, that they don't want to be challenged in.

But they receive it. They bring it before God. They place that thing on the altar of God, and they leave it
there.

They don't take it off. They go pray. They seek God.

They read the Word of God, and they dig some. They seek counsel from a godly authority. And they're
willing to change.

Jesus Christ probably is Lord of that life. He is on the throne, and He has liberty. And there again, that
thing has repeated itself over and over so many times that chances of it not being true are almost zero.

You look at that person in 20 years, and you are going to find an extremely faithful, sanctified child of God
who probably has very faithful children. That's just the way it is. And that's why it's so important today,
brothers and sisters, to consider if Jesus Christ is Lord of your life.

Because it has everything to do with where you will be in Him down the road. It has everything to do with
what you will become in Christ. And so I ask you, which of those two categories are you in? I think that's a
question that we need to answer this morning.
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And before we answer it, just in your own mind, I want to read you a proverb in chapter 15, verse 28. This
is a little nugget that I read the other day. It just says that the heart of the righteous steadieth to answer,
but the mouth of the wicked just poureth out evil things.

And what I believe that verse is saying is that a foolish person is just going to be quick to answer. Well,
amen! Yes! Jesus Christ is Lord! Hallelujah! Amen! But the righteous is going to say, wait a minute. I'm
going to pull this wall down just a little bit.

I'm going to let the light of the Lord Jesus Christ shine in and show me what is in my heart. And I'm going
to go to the Scriptures. And I want to make sure that I have the right answer, because I want my Lord to
have His rightful place at the controls of my life.

This is a foundational message for everything that we have to bring this week. And again, I'm just going to
say, I want you to have the assurance that I'm not even slightly interested in coming up with some rules
and regulations for you to live by or to guide you. My desire is that the flesh would be crucified.

That's God's desire. I believe that's the stirring that is in God's heart. I believe that's what He wants for
each one of us, is that the flesh should be crucified, and then we are clear, we are free to walk in the Spirit.

Not drawn to the things of this earth. And you're not going to have Holy Ghost discernment and Spirit-filled
perception until the flesh is dead. You just won't have it.

And it's sad, but it's something that I've learned. It's hard to say this, but that's just the way it is. That no
matter how good we look here today, no matter how spiritual we may seem, there's probably loads of flesh
in this congregation that have not been crucified.

It's being protected. But there are people here who are not born again. There are people here who are
born again, but God does not have liberty.

There are people here who are drawn to this world, and they know that they are drawn to this world, but
they are justifying it. They're finding out a way why it's okay, why it is acceptable with God. And it's the
work of the flesh.

And we need to crucify the flesh so that Jesus Christ, who is holy, who is completely separate from this
world, can be on the throne of our life and be Lord of all. I'm just going to tell you today that I didn't feel like
God was leading me into the Scriptures. To prove to you that Jesus Christ is Lord and that He wants to be
Lord of your life, I felt like God was giving me a greater desire to go to the Scriptures and take a look at
some hearts and show you how they responded when Jesus Christ is Lord and when Jesus Christ is not
Lord.

I would like to turn to Jeremiah chapter 42. Let's turn to Jeremiah chapter 42. There are several chapters
here that tell a very interesting story, and I'm not going to read all of them.

I'm just going to lift out a few verses, just enough to reveal some hearts here. The setting here is that
Judah had been carried away into Babylon, and there were just a few people left behind. Still a few in
Jerusalem.

And Jeremiah was one of them with this little remnant. And the people were scared. There was just a few
of them, and they didn't know what was happening.
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And they wanted to know if they should stay there or if they should flee into Egypt. They wanted to know
God's will so that they could hear from God. And they came to Jeremiah and they asked him, they said,
Jeremiah, would you go to God and ask Him what we should do? And so let's begin reading here in
chapter 42.

That's the situation here. I'm going to read verse 1 through 12. Then all the captains of the forces, and
Johanan the son of Korah, and Jezaniah the son of Hosea, and all the people from the least, even unto
the greatest, came near and said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let we beseech thee our supplication be
accepted before thee, and pray for us unto the Lord thy God, even for all this remnant.

For we are left but a few, a few of many, as thine eyes do behold us, that the Lord thy God may show us
the way wherein we may walk, and the thing that we may do. Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I
have heard you. Behold, I will pray unto the Lord your God according to your words.

And it shall come to pass that whatsoever thing the Lord shall answer you, I will declare it unto you. I will
keep nothing back from you. Then said they to Jeremiah, The Lord be a true and faithful witness between
us, if we do not even according to all things for the which the Lord thy God shall send thee to us.

Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God to whom we send
thee, that it may be well with us when we obey the voice of the Lord our God. That's quite a commitment,
isn't it? And it came to pass after ten days that the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah. Then came
Johanan the son of Korah, and all the captains of the forces which were with him, and all the people from
the least even to the greatest, and said unto them, Thus saith the Lord the God of Israel, unto whom ye
sent me to present your supplication before him, If ye will still abide in this land, then I will build you, and
not pull you down.

I will plant you, and not pluck you up. For I repent me of the evil that I have done unto you. Be not afraid of
the king of Babylon, of whom ye are afraid.

Be not afraid of him, saith the Lord, for I am with you to save you, and to deliver you from his hand. And I
will show mercies unto you, that he may have mercy upon you, and cause you to return to your own land.
And I want to jump over to verse 19.

This is a very clear answer that God gave these people. The Lord hath said concerning you, O ye remnant
of Judah, Go ye not into Egypt. Know certainly that I have admonished you this day.

You know, sometimes I wish I had that clear of an answer from God. It just seemed like if your heart was
inclined to obeyeth all, that would make it easy. But now I want to read chapter 43, verses 1 through 7.
And it came to pass that when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking unto all the people, all the words of
the Lord their God, for which the Lord their God had sent him to them, even all these words, Then spake
Azariah the son of Hosea, and Johanan the son of Korea, and all the proud men, saying unto Jeremiah,
Thou speakest falsely.

The Lord our God hath not sent thee to say, Go not into Egypt, to sojourn there. But Barak the son of
Nariah setteth thee on against us. For to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they might put us
to death, and carry us away captives into Babylon.

I guess I'll stop reading there. So that remnant fled into Egypt, and they took Jeremiah with them.
Jeremiah died in the land of Egypt.
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And I have a concern that something very similar to that could happen right here at Bible School this
week. You've come seeking God. You've come desiring that God would give you direction in life, so that
you can grow in grace and be conformed to the image of His Son.

And God is faithful. God is going to use the brothers here to challenge you. But you're going to hear some
things that you don't want to hear.

And I have a concern that some of you may respond just like the remnant that was in Jerusalem. Those
people were seeking God. But God did not tell them what they wanted to hear.

And they couldn't handle it. And it's because of what was in their heart, brothers and sisters. And here in
the onset of these meetings, we need to have our heart right with God.

Oh, that Jesus Christ would be on the throne, Lord of each life that is here, so that He has liberty to say
whatever He wants to say. And we're just a waiting people before Him. He can say whatever He wants to
say.

However He wants to say it. The other passage of Scripture that I would like to look at is very short. Acts
17.

I just want to read verses 10 and 11. We're very familiar with this passage of Scripture. It's fairly popular.

But I'll tell you, it's a whole lot more powerful than it is popular. Chapter 17, verse 10. This is about the
Jews at Berea.

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea, who coming thither went into
the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
Word with all readiness of mind and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
Therefore, many of them believed.

You know what that sounds like to me? That sounds like the fulfillment of Proverbs 15, 28. The heart of the
righteous studieth to answer. Now, I want to tell you something about the Jews at Berea.

Paul and Silas did not come to them and tell them what they wanted to hear. They did not hear what they
were expecting to hear. I mean, it wasn't really even very close.

What Paul and Silas said to them probably shocked them, what they were saying about their law. But
Jesus Christ had liberty in that place. And oh, that's what we want Him to have here today.

I mean, you might hear some of the same things that the Bereans heard. You might hear some things that
will shock you. But what God will do with this assembly, when He has the same liberty here that He had in
the Jewish synagogue in Berea.

Now, I want to acknowledge that what Paul and Silas brought to the Bereans was the Word of God. It says
there that they received the Word of God. And they searched the Scriptures daily to see whether those
things were so.

So, we want to be 100% scriptural in the things that we bring before you this week. And I would like to
spend some more time in the days to come considering what all that means. And I want to use the
Scriptures to do it.
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But right now, I feel like God wants us to take a look at our heart. Does God have liberty to do what He
wants to do with your life? Does He really? Is Jesus Christ Lord of all? Have you taken your hands off of
the controls and gotten yourself clear out of the way and had a crucifixion? So that Jesus Christ has
liberty? Has there really been a crucifixion in your life? I'm going to close with a story of a young girl. She
was struggling in her heart to let Jesus Christ be Lord of all.

And I said let because God will not force His way into that position in anyone's life. And she was
struggling. But one thing this girl had is that she was honest.

She was very honest. She knew that there were things in her life that she had not laid down. And she just
sensed that God was calling her to China to be a missionary and she did not want to go.

And she heard a message one night that Jesus Christ is Lord. And she became under deep conviction.
And she went forward to the altar in tears.

And the battle was just raging and intense in her mind. And she was counseling with the minister
afterwards. And she told him that there were some changes in her life that were needed.

And she didn't want to make them. She told him that she just sensed that God was calling her to China to
be a missionary. And she told him that she did not want to go.

But she wanted Jesus Christ to be Lord. It was such a moving message. And the battle just raged on in
her mind.

And the minister said to her, he said, Peter was on the rooftop one day. And there was a great sheep
came down from heaven full of all kinds of unclean beasts. And there was a voice that came down with it.

And it just said, Peter, rise, kill and eat. And Peter wouldn't do it. And the voice came again and said, rise,
Peter, kill and eat.

And Peter wouldn't do it. And the voice came again the third time. And it just said, Peter, rise, kill and eat.

And Peter said, not so, Lord. Because nothing unclean has ever touched my lips. Not so, Lord.

The minister looked at the young girl and he said, those words don't go together. He said, you have a
decision that you need to make. And he wrote those words down on a piece of paper.

Not so, Lord. And he placed that paper right in front of her and he said, you have to make a choice. If you
choose not so, you must cross out Lord.

If you choose Lord, you must cross out not so. You can't have them both. And he laid his pen beside the
paper.

His pen was right there beside the paper. And he said to her, he said, I'm going to go out and I'm going to
leave you here alone with God while you make your decision. It's a decision that every soul needs to make
before God.

And he looked at her and he said, and you must pick up the pen. I'm going to write those same words right
up here. Not so, Lord.
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Because I believe each of us here today has a choice to make. For this week before us. The remnant that
was in Jerusalem, they made a choice.

They crossed out Lord. And their life was lived out. Not so.

The Jews at Berea had a choice to make. And they crossed out not so. And they circled Lord.

That young girl made a decision. The minister came back to her a couple of hours later. And that piece of
paper was literally soaked with her tears.

But she had picked up the pen. She had circled Lord. And completely blotted out.

Not so. Now it's your turn to make a decision. I'm just going to ask you to just bow your head and close
your eyes.

For these last few minutes that we're here. I want you, while your eyes are closed, to just picture these
words that are up here. Not so, Lord.

And I want you to picture the hand of God coming down to you. And in His hand is a pen. And He lays that
pen before you now.

You have a decision to make. Does God have liberty with you this week? Even if He challenges you in
something that you don't want to hear about. Is Jesus Christ Lord of all? Is He really? And I'm going to say
that you must pick up the pen.

And you must give a clear answer. You can't just say, well, I think it's over here. You need to circle one
and cross out the other.

Or God will not have liberty. I'm going to pray. Father, oh, we desire greatly today that we would feel the
stirring that you have in your heart.

That somehow we could get a vision by faith of what you will do with me when I pick up that pen and I
completely smear out, not so. And I circle Lord with my whole heart. And I purpose in my heart that
whatever God brings, I'm going to open my heart to God.

I'm going to search the Scriptures daily to see if these things are so. I'm going to seek godly counsel. I'm
going to seek counsel from godly authority.

I'm going to be in my place. I'm going to break my heart before you, oh, God. Father, I pray that that would
be the stirring in our heart.

I know it's stirring in yours, Father. I just pray that you would have your way today. We worship you,
Father.

Oh, God, that you would be Lord of all is our prayer in Jesus' name. Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/15/SID15270.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/dale-gish/jesus-christ-is-lord/
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