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Separation From the World (Part 2)
by Dale Gish

The power of Christ is necessary for separation from the world, and we must be mindful of the enemy's tactics to

avoid giving in to them.

Duration: 55:49

Scripture: Matthew 6:33, Romans 16:26, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, 2 Corinthians 6:14, Ephesians 5:18, 1 Timothy 2:9-10,
James 2:24

Topics: "Worldly Influence", "Spiritual Discernment"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher warns against following worldly trends and fashions, using the example of
hairstyles. He emphasizes the importance of listening to the voice of God rather than the voice of the
enemy. The preacher also references Ecclesiastes 3:15, suggesting that history repeats itself and that we
should be cautious of drifting away from God. He concludes by encouraging listeners to examine whose
voice they are hearing and to align their lives with the teachings of the Bible.

Transcript

Hello, this is Brother Denny. Welcome to Charity Ministries. Our desire is that your life would be blessed
and changed by this message.

This message is not copyrighted and is not to be bought or sold. You are welcome to make copies for your
friends and neighbors. If you would like additional messages, please go to our website for a complete
listing at www.charityministries.org. If you would like a catalog of other sermons, please call
1-800-227-7902 or write to Charity Ministries, 400 West Main Street, Suite 1, EFRA PA 17522.

These messages are offered to all without charge by the free will offerings of God's people. A special
thank you to all who support this ministry. Well, we greet you again today in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

May we always come under that umbrella. Blessed Redeemer, I will tell you that I am feeling somewhat of
a burden today, that I did not feel so clearly when I came here. I had not yet seen all of you together on the
risers, all the way from the floor to the ceiling, from one wall to the other.

It was an overwhelming scene and I was taken back some when I saw all of you together in one place. I
was told that there are over 600 of you here. And I was just thinking, whenever you have over 600 youth
together in one place, it's almost guaranteed that there are hurting hearts that are here.
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There are hearts that must surely be rejoicing. There is every level here of desire to serve God from
excited about it to not sure if I can do it. There's got to be some confusion here and possibly some despair.

For some reason today, my heart is hurting with you. I'm feeling some of your burden. And our desire
today is that the Lord Jesus Christ, beautiful Savior, understanding Savior, would come alongside each
one of you right where you are at and minister grace into your heart right where you are.

God will do that. God does that. But I was praying, what do I say to make that happen? The Lord Jesus is
such a gentle Savior.

A bruised reed, He will not break. Smoking flats, He will not quench. He won't and I don't want to do that
either.

And I know that today, I'm going to challenge you. I might make you mad. I don't think I will because I have
confidence that you will bring these things before God.

That you will consider them with your authority. And there is some security in that, but my desire is to
encourage you in the Lord. May God have His way that way.

Let's begin with a word of prayer. Father, You know that I'm shaking in my boots, Father. But I also know
there's youth here that are hurting.

There's every possible emotion that man feels right here in this building. Father, I pray that You would
minister grace to each one of us. That we would be faithful.

Lord, I feel like there's things that You've laid upon my heart today that are not going to be easy to share.
They won't even apply to some people. But they will apply to others.

And I marvel, Father, how You can be... Your Word can be a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces. But it
can also be a pillow for a wounded heart. God, I just pray that You would be whatever we need to each
one of us.

Fathers, we bring these things. I know these folks are not going to understand what's in my heart if it's just
me trying to explain it to them. I pray, Father, that You would have Your way.

That You would be here and bring Holy Ghost discernment into each heart. I pray that You would hinder
the work of the enemy in the lives of these youth. I pray that You would drive him backwards.

I pray that You would reveal his tactics to these youth so they would not be ignorant of his devices, Father.
I pray that they would take on the whole armor of God and rise up in faith and courage and strength and
take a stand for the Lord Jesus Christ. Father, Amen.

Well, I don't know what to do but just to press on. Well, here we go. You know, God says, man says that
you are strong when you have power, when you have money, when you have position, when you're
independent, when you have force.

But to the Christian, those things all belong to God. The Christian is always made strong through passive
words. Yield.

Submit. Believe. Break.
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Obey. When I am weak, then I am strong. You look in your Bible and you'll find it written in red.

Words of the Lord Jesus. My strength is made perfect in your weakness. May we never forget that.

Paul had to learn that. Paul was arguing with God. He wanted that thorn in his flesh out.

And he wanted it out bad. And he wasn't going to take no for an answer. He kept coming back to God
about that thing.

And God spoke to him very clearly. Paul, my strength is made perfect in your weakness. What, Lord? My
strength, Paul, is made perfect when you are weak.

And when that thing registered, when that thing stuck in his mind, when he got a hold of that, he
immediately quit arguing with God. He said nothing more about his thorn in the flesh. And he drew a
life-changing conclusion.

He did, before God. All of a sudden, Paul said, Most gladly. Well, that sounds like a different tune, doesn't
it? Most gladly, then I'll suffer.

And glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ, my strength, the power of heaven, might rest upon me.
For when I am weak, then, and only then, am I strong. The strength of the living God is made perfect in
your weakness.

And I wonder, has that stuck with you yet? Has it brought you to the place where you make a life-changing
decision so that the power of Christ may rest upon you? And I want to say something about the power of
Christ. We need it. We'll never be able to do these things that we've been talking about in our own
strength.

And I just want to tell you that I'm intrigued by mathematics. There's something in that subject that God is
in it. It goes beyond what man can comprehend.

You can take a little number, like 2, and you can raise it to a higher power. You can raise it to the third
power. You can raise 2 to the 30th power.

You can raise 2 to the 300th power. And these numbers get real big, real fast, even though they're just a
little old, too. And there was a youth in our church a while back who was sharing that with us one Sunday.

So I'm going to give you something here that comes right out of your crowd. He said, Man has concluded
that the largest number he will ever need, the biggest number that he could even possibly use, has 100
zeros. I can't imagine what man would ever use that number for, but 100 zeros, that's it.

That number stops the computers. They can't go beyond that one. And he was saying that 2 to the 232nd
power has 100 zeros.

And that impressed me. I thought, Little 2, how can it have 100 zeros? And this youth was telling us it's
because it's been raised to a higher power. And what he was saying is that when little old you has been
raised to the power of Christ, that's when he is able to do exceeding, abundantly, above all that you can
ask or think.

We need to believe that. And it's according to the power that worketh in us. Yes.
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Amen. Hallelujah. For that.

Well, with that in mind, I would like to continue on with our subject of separation from the world. It's not
always easy. Man can't do it in his own strength.

He'll always give up and just join them. But when the power of Christ rests upon you, there's Holy Ghost
discernment there. And when that thing rests upon us, I tell you today, we will not be challenged.

We will be changed. We spoke some yesterday about the broadness of a general commandment and the
revealing of hearts in a specific commandment. And I believe that God has prompted me to mention some
specific things for us to consider.

I believe that's what the other brothers are doing. Here this week. And we may mention some of the same
things.

But that's okay. You know, the Word of God does that. Mentions the same things several times by several
different authors from different backgrounds, from different perspectives to make the point clear.

So may God have His way today. And I want to do this very carefully. I do.

I do. I'm going to mention some things about the clothes that you wear. You know, some of those things
do make a difference in the Kingdom of God.

I remember, this has been years ago now, I was sitting in the living room and there was a young brother, a
youth, sitting there with me and he was wanting some counsel. He was telling me that he thought he was
spiritual. He believed he was walking with God, but he didn't feel spiritual.

How do I get the feeling? And I don't usually even notice things like this, but that time I noticed that he had
a t-shirt on and it had an advertisement for a rock group right there. I think it was the Grateful Dead. And
he was sitting there.

I just don't feel spiritual. And you know, I was thinking, well, if you want to feel spiritual, change your t-shirt!
You know, sometimes we're so afraid of being legalistic that we can't even state the obvious. That's not
good when we're there.

You know, the message of faith has gone out in Christendom. You know, faith alone! But James doesn't
have faith alone. And neither does Romans.

You know what Romans says about faith? It talks, I believe, in the last chapter there about the obedience
of faith. That's as scriptural as you can get. And the obedience of faith is not legalism.

So, I'm going to mention something to you about your clothes. And I may look very picky at first, but I'd like
to take the mask off of the enemy. That's our desire today.

And I'm just going to plead with you when we get into those areas. Stay with me. I'm going to plead to you
as a father.

Be ye also enlarged. I'm going to encourage you to take these things to the altar of God and consider
them and pray about them and check them with your authority. I want to encourage that relationship in
your life.
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I don't want to come in between you and your authority. Well, I would like to get specific today by heading
straight into battle. That's where we need to go to get the message.

When you're in battle and the battle is hot and the machine guns are rattling and the bullets are flying and
the enemy is out to kill you and you know it and you feel the heat of his hatred and you're in the trenches
with your comrades fighting for your life. I don't know if any of you have ever been in that position before in
battle like that, but I don't think it's too likely at that point that any one of you are going to want to look like
the enemy. I don't think you're going to be too open to take commandments and suggestions from him.

And we are in a battle. Especially when one of your comrades goes down or your child gets hit. I'm just
going to tell you today that if you want to look like the enemy and you're willing to receive influence from
the enemy, you're probably not fighting the enemy.

You are giving him ground. And this is a battle that we are in. And I know that the battle is ours.

I don't want to paint a wrong picture here. There is victory in Jesus Christ. The battle is not ours.

The battle is the Lord's. But we don't let the Lord fight the battle while we play games with the enemy. God
forbid that we would do that.

But isn't that what we're doing when the clothes that we wear begin to fit the flow of the fads and the
fashions of the world around us? I'm not saying that we dress just like they do. The devil's not going to
tempt you that way. He knows that you're more spiritual than that.

But just a little moving in that direction. Mix a little of their styles in with how you dress. You can do that.

Just receive a little influence from them. And when we do that, we are not fighting the enemy. We are
giving him ground.

We are not in the trenches being watchful. Using the armor of God. We are not perfecting holiness in the
fear of God.

We are playing games with the enemy. Now I want to mention some things here very carefully, but very
specifically. Sisters, when you change from a looser fitting jumper or from a double covering type dress to
a skirt and blouse, and then that skirt gets a little tighter, and then a little too tight, so that it conforms to
your body some, and you find liberty to put a little slit up the side so that you can walk normally, I say, wait
a minute! Where is our Holy Ghost discernment? Have we disconnected our heart from our appearance?
Is the power of Christ going to rest upon you? That way? Or is there a hindrance there? That is when we
are playing games with the enemy, while our Lord fights the battle.

Where did that influence come from? Where is it going? Will it stop? And the answer is no. It will not stop.
It never has stopped.

That is part of the tactics of the enemy. When you stop wearing the double covering type dress, and the
single covering starts getting a little tighter, what is your motive? I want you to know that that was a
conscious decision that you made when you made that decision to make that change. And there was a
motive that was in your heart, whether you know it or not, that influenced that decision.

And you need to know what that motive is. The Holy Ghost discernment will reveal it to you. If there is a
reaction in the flesh today, you will never get a hold of it.
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But if you can bring that thing before God, sometimes heaven just opens up and all of a sudden you see
things. That happens. I remember the servants of Elijah.

He thought they were in trouble. There was no hope. They were surrounded by the enemy.

And he said, Alas Master, how shall we do? And Elijah prayed, Lord, open his eye. And his eyes were
opened. And he saw horses and chariots of fire all around Elijah in the mountain.

And Elijah said, David before us are greater than David be against us. May God open our eyes in these
things. And I'm going to tell you today, the answer is not to wear jumpers.

Modesty is not established only by the dress that you wear. It's also how you walk in it. It's how you stand
in it.

It's how you use your eyes when you're wearing it. It's what you're thinking when you wear it. It's also how
you comb your hair.

You can wear the most modest dress in the world and still be immodest. Separation from the world is kind
of an elusive thing. That is why rules and regulations will not work.

You can't make enough rules and regulations to establish modesty. The flesh will be able to keep every
one of them and still find a way to fulfill its lust. Modesty is a condition of the heart.

And brothers, you know, you are the ones who are supposed to lead out in battle. That's not the sister's
job. You are supposed to be protecting them and making sure that you're not doing anything that's going
to lead them astray.

You need to have that burden, that mentality in your heart. And if you're off playing games with the enemy,
it makes them even more vulnerable yet. Our girls need to be modest, brothers.

Are you encouraging them to wear a double covering dress when all you wear is a t-shirt? There is
something that I had to come to grips with in my own life because personally, I'm more comfortable,
casual, in a t-shirt. But God convicted me of something. It just seemed like God was saying, Dale, you
have got to learn how to live beyond yourself.

You might be able to handle that t-shirt, but your children might not. I'm just going to share something
here. You know, I've never really liked it when girls wear a top with writing across right here.

That's not a good thing. All that does is gives men liberty to fix their eyes right there and keep them there
for a while while they read that thing. That thing is not pure.

That thing is not of God. I don't care if it's a Scripture that you have written there. Because men have an
ability to do more than one thing at once.

And while they're reading that thing, that's what they're doing. We need to understand that. And brothers,
if it's wrong for the girls to do that, is it fine for you? Are you helping them not do it? When you do it, you
are the ones who should be leading out in battle.

Are you protecting them? Are you protecting yourselves when you encourage them to do that? I don't
know if you ever noticed this, but most tops that boys or girls wear that have writing across right here are
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t-shirts. You don't see many button-up shirts that are that way. It's harder to do that on them.

And there is something in that that I would like to show you. I would like to have some teaching here, if you
can receive this, on the tactics of the enemy. The devil is always willing to back up a step or two.

However far he needs to back up, he's willing to do it to wherever it is that he can get his foot in the door.
And I want to tell you something about the devil. If you give him an inch, he will become the ruler.

And he is willing to back up to wherever you're willing to give him an inch. Wherever he can get his foot in
the door. And when our sisters are wearing a double covering, brothers, the devil will never tempt them to
put some writing across it right here.

You almost never see that. So he backs up a ways. He just tempts them with a very modest single
covering.

And there are some. No question. And then a nice thick T-shirt.

But I want to tell you today, he has something in mind. You're still modest. Totally.

But he is going somewhere with this thing. Because you give that thing a little time, and then it's just a
T-shirt, and then the writing is on it. And it doesn't stop there.

If you think it stops there, then you are ignorant of his devices. He is going somewhere with this thing, and
he's not near there yet. And if he can't get the sisters to budge, if they don't give him an inch, then what he
does is he comes to the brothers, and he tries to get them to do it.

And you know, it's so much more reasonable when we do it. First the T-shirts, and then the writings, and
then when the men are completely comfortable with it, to the point that they almost scoff at anyone who
would even question it. I mean, come on, let's get spiritual.

You've heard all that. As soon as he's got that foundation laid, then he goes back to the girls. He just starts
that process all over again.

You give him an inch, and he will become the ruler. And if someone rises up and throws a flag on that
thing, what the devil tries to do is he tries to turn that thing into a battleground, and turn our focus on it, and
get our eyes off of the Lord Jesus Christ. And I tell you, that's not good.

I want to tell you this morning that we are not going to do that. I'm not going to take my eyes off of the Lord
Jesus Christ. I will not away with Him.

I'm going to fix my gaze upon the Lord Jesus Christ. But, I'm not going to let Him in that door into my life
either. Jesus Christ said, the devil has no place in me.

Not the front door. Not the back door. Not the side window.

Away with Him! He's the adversary of our souls. And we're not ignorant of His devices. And you need to
know that the battle is always at the line.

We've heard that. And I don't know where the line is for you. Maybe these things that we're talking about
here are completely out to lunch with you.
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I don't know. Maybe the battle for you is just girls wearing trousers. Maybe that's where the line is.

Maybe the line for you is having homosexuality in the church. But wherever the line is, that is the tactics
that the enemy will use to move you in his direction. The battle is always at the line.

But we are not ignorant of His devices. But let's not wait till then to rise up. I would like for you to consider
with me for a moment the temptation of Christ.

In Matthew chapter 4. We're not going to turn there. But I just want to focus on the Lord Jesus Christ for a
little while here and see how He dealt with the voice of the enemy. First of all, He was prayed up.

He had prayed. He had fasted. His communion with His Father was unbroken.

That's step one. If we're not there, we don't have any right to justify anything that we do. We'd better get
there first.

And when Jesus was in the wilderness, He heard a voice. And it was the voice of the enemy. And the
enemy said, If Thou be the Son of God, command these stones to be made bread.

And I'm going to challenge you today. I challenge you to tell me what is wrong with that. Jesus went
straight up over the thing, but I don't.

I can't figure out for the life of me what is wrong with that. He had brought water out of a rock. He had
turned water into wine.

His fast was over. What's wrong with turning stones into bread when you're hungry? Jesus. But Jesus
sensed a foreign authority.

A foreign voice. And He rejected that thing with Scripture. Not because turning stones into bread was
wrong.

Not because wearing a t-shirt is wrong. But because He knew the enemy, and He knew that the enemy
had something in mind, and He knew that He was headed somewhere with this thing, and He wasn't about
to go, and He wasn't going to receive influence from the enemy, and He rejected that thing with Scripture.
Get thee behind Me, Satan! Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God.

I listen to My Father only. I'm peculiar unto Him. I don't receive influence from you.

That is the example that the Lord gave us in dealing with the voice of the enemy. But the old devil kept
tempting Him, didn't he? And pretty soon the truth came out. Come on, Jesus.

Just fall down and worship Me. And brothers and sisters, that is what the devil had in mind all the time.
That's where he's headed with this thing.

We don't always know where he's going, but he tries to deceive us so he can get us to the place where we
will fall down and worship him and you can say, well, I'd never do that! I'd never fall down and worship him.
And I believe you, I wouldn't either. But how about receive just a little influence from Him? Would you do
that? Would you be willing to do that? And just mix a little in there.

No major changes. Just hear His voice. Step by step by tiny step.
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You know what that's called? Drift. That's what it is. Drift is never a rising up of rebellion and just
slandering everything and going the other way.

It's just going the same direction. It's just laying your armor down and reaching out a hand to the enemy.
When you do that, you are not fighting the enemy.

You are giving him ground. Step one. Just hear His voice.

Nothing wrong with the temptation. Just hear His voice. And do what you'll never be able to do to the
Scriptures and prove to Him as wrong.

No specific commandment there. Just hear His voice. So now let's get practical again.

Brothers and sisters, whose voice are you hearing? When your hairstyles follow the fads and the fashions
of this world, there is nothing wrong with those hairstyles. But whose voice are you hearing? You are
making an expression with your hair. Did you know that? You know, it was interesting to me when I was
coming here.

I was driving through a town and there was this hair salon and I noticed the title of the place. It just said,
Outward Expressions. Well, that caught my eye.

That's interesting. The world sure knows you're expressing yourself by your hair. I wonder when the
Christians are going to figure that out.

You know what I mean, boys. You know that ring that shows up around here. You know the moose hair.

Girls, you know what I mean. That dyed look. That little string hanging down here.

Where did you get that idea? I want you to know there's nothing wrong with that hairstyle. There is nothing
wrong with that hairstyle. You're not going to find a direct Scripture against it.

I tell you, it is not there. But where is your Holy Ghost discernment that Jesus had when He was in the
wilderness? There was no Scripture against turning stones into bread either, but Jesus went straight up
over that thing and He rejected it with Scripture. Where is our Holy Ghost discernment in all of this? If it's
the voice of the flesh, if it's the voice of the world, if it's the voice of the enemy, then reject that thing with
Scripture because it will not stop there.

It never stops there. It always goes on to bigger things. And as I was thinking about this, there are so
many things that I wanted to share with you on this subject, but right now I would like to consider
something that we need to understand.

God has some laws. He does. And they are in full effect today.

I don't care if this is the age of grace. God has some laws that are in effect, and one of them is the law of
sowing and reaping. Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

That's as New Testament Scripture as you can get. You are not going to sow to the flesh, motivated by the
flesh, let the flesh in to some area of your life and then reap spiritually. It's not going to happen because
that's one of the laws of God.
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And you're not going to be an exception to it and say, well, that won't happen to me because that is a law
of God. Are you familiar with the law of sowing and reaping? It has three points to it. The first one is that
you do reap what you sow.

You plant a bean to harvest the bean. You don't harvest potatoes. You sow to the flesh.

You're not going to reap spiritually. You are going to reap carnally. You reap what you sow.

The second thing in the law of sowing and reaping is that you reap more than you sow. And that is a
sobering thought. You reap more than you sow.

And we tend to forget that when we let a little bit of flesh in to our lives. You don't plant a bean to harvest
the bean. You harvest a whole bunch of beans.

You don't plant a tomato to harvest a tomato. You harvest a whole bunch of tomatoes all summer long.
And you don't cater to the flesh in one area of your life and it just stops there.

It never stops there. It always comes out in a whole bunch of ways. Oh God, would you let that soak in?
And the third part of the law of sowing and reaping is that you reap later than you sow.

You don't plant a bean tonight and harvest beans tomorrow morning. And brothers and sisters, that is
where the enemy really deceives people. Drift takes time before it takes toll.

That's where the enemy lullabies people into believing that something isn't so. And then they don't see
what's coming. I mean, son, if you're not careful, you're going to have an accident if you don't slow down.

And he doesn't slow down. And a year later, he hasn't had an accident. Dad was wrong.

He could tell all his friends. Dad's wrong. But rarely is a prophecy fulfilled right away.

Look out down the road. Son, if you comb your hair that way, you're going to end up buying a television.
That's crazy, isn't it? It is crazy.

It's completely crazy. It's so crazy it's almost laughable. As I thought about that, and then I thought, or is it?
Something's crazy, but maybe it's not the words of the Father.

Maybe it's us. You know, before you laugh too hard on that one, remember that proverb, the righteous
studieth to answer. I would like to turn to something here.

You can just listen. But in Ecclesiastes chapter 3, verse 15 is an interesting verse to me. It says, That
which hath been is now.

And I don't know what all that means, but that just sounds to me like history is repeating itself. That which
hath been is now. And that which is to be hath already been.

And I don't know what all that means, but it just sounds to me like history is going to repeat itself again.
That which hath been is now. And that which is to be hath already been.

And God requireth that which is past. And I don't know again what all that means, but it just sounds to me
like God requires of us that we learn something from history. God requireth that which is past.
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History has repeated itself over and over so many times. You reap later than you sow. People forget that.

It repeats itself again. You reap later than you sow. Don't ever forget that.

You sow to the flesh today, you're not going to pay right away. You reject everything at Bible school, you'll
go home Sunday, Monday, just as spiritual as you came. It doesn't show up right away.

You reap later than you sow. But if you reject everything that's here, you are sowing to the flesh. And you
will not reap spiritually.

You will drift spiritually. I want to consider Adam and Eve on this point for just a moment, because this is
such a crucial point for us to understand if we don't want to be deceived. You know, God told Adam and
Eve that in the day that you eat the fruit of this tree, you will surely die.

Now let me tell you how I believe Adam and Eve heard God say that. I believe that their mind was carnal
enough, and they were taking God literal enough that this is the way they heard that. Adam and Eve, in
the day that you eat this fruit, you will drop dead.

But you know what? They ate, and they did not drop dead. They were just as young and healthy as they
were the day they were created. When they paid the price for their sin, and they were driven from the
Garden because of disobedience, they were just as young and healthy as they were the day they were
created.

At least, by all appearance, I would say that that's how it was. I think they would have felt that way. And I
think the Bible says that they lived for around 900 years.

And for 900 years, Adam could have said, God is good, God is true. But on that one point, God was
wrong. God said, in the day that we ate thereof, we would surely die.

900 years! He could have shared truth with others. But I'm going to tell you today that the promises of God
come true. You don't mess with the law of sowing and reaping.

And I'm afraid that there are people here today who are hearing me exactly the same as Adam and Eve
heard God. There are people here who could be hearing me say today that in the day that you moose your
hair, you will lose faith in God. And that's not the way it works.

It's more subtle than that. Those things are just seeds. And when you let them into your life, they come up.

And they produce a whole bunch of things just like them. That's part of the law of sowing and reaping. And
it's a very sobering part.

They just have a whole bunch of such like that are connected to it. And down the road, later than you sow,
you'll have more than you can handle. You will.

But until that time comes, you can preach truth. How those men at Bible school were wrong. But I'm telling
you today, be not deceived.

God is not mocked. Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. God gives us no liberty to be
deceived.
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Did you know that? God gives us no liberty whatever to be deceived. In salvation, in theology, or in
everyday life. That's pretty sobering, but it's very, very scriptural.

And one area where the Scripture warns us very clearly against deception is in the area of our physical
body. Did you know that? In purity, in modesty, and in all the areas that we've been talking about here this
week, clothes, music, entertainment. I want to think about the temple of God for just a minute today.

And I know that I've said this before, but I'm going to mention it again because I've noticed that the Word
of God does that. So I'll take that liberty too. You study the Old Testament, and you will find that the
temple of God was holy.

Very holy. God wanted to dwell with man. And that is where God chose to dwell.

In the temple. That was His dwelling place. And God was in His holy temple.

In the Ark of the Covenant. And that's what made it holy. That the presence of God was there.

That is where the Ark of God was kept. That's where the mercy seat was. That's where the veil of the
temple was.

And the holiest of holies, with the cherubims and seraphims, it was in the temple. And that is where God
revealed His glory. That's where the Shekinah glory of God filled the temple.

I tell you, if any of us would have been there, I'd like to go there and preach this sermon. That would
overwhelm you to see the glory of God. And God is extremely jealous over His glory.

He will not share His glory with anyone for any reason. He'll leave before He does that. In fact, if you read
the Old Testament in Ezekiel chapters 8 and 9, that's exactly what He did.

When the people brought too many abominations into the temple, God left. God is extremely jealous over
His holiness. The Bible says that God, whose name is jealous, is extremely jealous over His dwelling
place.

And Jesus, when He was here, He was too. You know, you think about Jesus. That's the only thing, the
one and only thing in the life of Jesus Christ, the meek and lowly Lamb of God that drove Him to inflict
violence on other people.

Jesus did that. That's the only thing that did it was His jealousy over the temple of God, His Father's
house. And that's what it says of Him.

The zeal of Thine house hath eaten Me up. And if there's something, I'm just going to challenge you, if
there's something that is eating up the heart of our Father, we'd better be finding out what it is, because
there's going to be some anointed wrath behind it. And I don't want to be in the path of that wrath.

And that wrath is His jealousy over His temple. Now that was the Old Testament temple. But where is the
temple of God today? You know, we read about that yesterday in 2 Corinthians 6. It says, For ye are the
temple of the living God.

God said, I will dwell in them. And I'll walk in them. We are the temple of God.

It's us. Our physical bodies. That's the temple of God.
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And we forget that. And the Word of God tries to remind us. What? Know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost? I tell you this today, there are some things that change from the Old Testament
to the New.

And the temple of God is one of them. It changed from a building to our physical body. But God's jealousy
over His dwelling place never changed one bit.

He is just as jealous over His dwelling place today as He ever was in the Old Testament. He is just as
jealous over His glory today as He was in the Old Testament. And He was so jealous in the Old Testament
that when too much abomination came in, He left.

And we say, oh, it doesn't matter how you dress. It doesn't matter what you look like. It's what's on the
inside that counts.

That's all that matters. But folks, when you dress your body, you are dressing the temple of God. That's
New Testament doctrine.

And I mean, the temple of God in a low neckline and seductive? No way! But that's what the enemy has in
mind. And just because we're not there yet doesn't mean it can't happen to us. The temple of God in the
pursuit of money? No way! The temple of God going to places of this world's entertainment? I don't think
so! The temple of God watching a soap opera? Watching television? Going to the races? Dressing like the
world so you can look like the world? I don't think so! The temple of God listening to D.C. talks? I don't
think so! Because the temple of God is holy.

You know what? If you defile the temple of God, God is going to destroy you when the time comes. That is
as New Testament doctrine as you can get. Let me read that to you.

I'll just read it to you. It's 1 Corinthians 3, verse 16. We need to know that that is in here.

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the
temple of God, him shall God destroy. For the temple of God is holy, whose temple ye are. And I wonder
how many of you here know what the next verse says? It says, Let no man deceive himself.

That wouldn't be in there if it wasn't possible. I guess I'll share this. You can say, Well, Brother Dale,
what's wrong with swimming? How about swimming? Am I defiling the temple of God? I mean, that's pretty
practical, isn't it? And I'm going to tell you, I don't know what's wrong with it.

I'm not sure there's anything wrong with it. I'm not sure there's anything wrong with t-shirts in themselves.
But come on.

When you have your friends over and you swim some and then you lay out in the sun a while so that you
can tan your bodies so that the temple of God is a little more attractive to the flesh, I'm just going to tell you
there's a point where the question is no longer what's wrong with swimming. The question is what is wrong
with you? As a child of God, that you would have that kind of fellowship with this wicked world. And you
can say, Well, Brother Dale, but why can't we go bowling? Or why can't I buy this truck? What is wrong
with it scripturally? And there's a point where that's a good question.

You could ask that question with a good heart. But can't we operate at a higher level than that? Is that
what God planned on us operating? I'm going to ask you a question. Jesus did that.
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I will also ask you a question. Will that bring revival? Will it perfect holiness in the fear of God? Is that the
overall burden of the Scriptures? Why can't I do this? Do you have the mind of Christ when you are asking
that? I tell you today, my heart cries out for revival. I want revival to come.

The hot presence of God. When sinners just cry out. When healing comes.

When prayers are answered. When hearts get right with God. My heart cries out for revival.

But it will not come as long as we're playing games with the enemy and our spiritual discernment is out to
lunch. I'm going to tell you today, I've mentioned some things that I believe God has laid upon my heart. If
you think they were easy for me to mention, you've got another thing coming.

But I want to be very well aware that they're not real easy to receive. If I've been offensive in any way, I'm
sorry. I don't want to be offensive.

I've mentioned clothes. But it's so much more than clothes. It's music.

It's money. It's lust. It's just everyday life.

The enemy will come to you in every one of those areas and what he'll do is he'll back up as far as he
needs to back up until you will give him an inch. Whatever he has to do to get his foot in the door and from
there, he has a plan. He has something in mind.

He's going somewhere with that thing. And it doesn't usually show up until it's too late. That is a burden on
my heart.

I give you liberty to share with me what is in your heart. I will listen to you. We want to hear from God on
these things.

We need each other. How real is the battle to you? No man that goes to war, no man that woreth,
entangleth himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.
Soldiers are aware of the tactics of the enemy.

They have to be. And I'm just going to encourage you today. Put on the whole armor of God.

Put it on. Lift up a standard among the people. Pray earnestly.

Pray for revival. And I want to encourage you. Take these things that we've brought before you today to
the altar of God.

Bring them before God. Lay them before your authority. Build that relationship.

Grow in grace. And I pray God that your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that calleth you who also will do it.

We love you all from the bottom of our hearts. May God have His way.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/15/SID15268.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/dale-gish/separation-from-the-world-part-2/
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