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(2 Samuel) a Tale of Two Houses
by David Guzik

God's response to David's desire to build a temple teaches us about the importance of humility, prayer, and
preparation in accepting God's will.

Duration: 28:09
Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:10-11, 2 Samuel 7:27, 1 Chronicles 17:9, Psalm 37:4, Psalm 127:1, Matthew 6:33
Topics: "Faith And Action”, "Prayer And Promises"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of believers going above and beyond in their
relationship with God. He encourages listeners to outdo one another in acts of love and service towards
God. The speaker highlights the power of reminding God of His promises and boldly asking Him to fulfill
them. He uses the example of David shaking God's promise before Him and urging Him to fulfill it. The
speaker also warns against passivity in the Christian life and encourages believers to actively claim and
pray for the promises of God.

Transcript

Second Samuel chapter seven We saw last week how David brought the Ark of the Covenant into the city
of Jerusalem And how important it was for him to do that because the Ark of the Covenant and the
tabernacle of God was the center of Israel's spiritual life and David saw this great city of Jerusalem the
strategic city the city that already had a history with the things of God Having been hundreds of years
before the the place of the great high priest Melchizedek Having been the place in that exact
neighborhood where Abraham attempted to offer Isaac This great place of history this great strategic
place They brought the tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant there and David made that his capital city
So that's where we pick it up here in verse 1 of 2nd Samuel 1 Now it came to pass when the king was
dwelling in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies all Around that the king said to
Nathan the prophet see now | dwell in a house of cedar, but the Ark of God dwells inside tent curtains
Then Nathan said to the king go do all that's in your heart for the Lord is with you There's David. He has a
great palace a great home built for himself there in Jerusalem It's built out of cedars And this was the best
wood at the time brought all the way down from Lebanon the magnificent cedars of Lebanon And then he
got craftsmen from abroad from Different countries to come and build it was a spectacular home that
David built for himself And there is out on the veranda one day sip an iced tea looking at all the things and
he looks over and he sees The tabernacle well, there's the courtyard that the tent did that excuse me the
linen fence that surrounds it And there's the building and maybe sees smoke coming up from the sacrifice

Sermonindex.net | Page 1



and David looks at the tabernacle Then he turns back and he looks at his house And he looks at the
tabernacle again, and then he looks at his house and he goes it's not right. | Live in a great big fancy
house.

It's beautiful. It's gorgeous and look at look at that. God has to live in a tent And David knew that God
didn't live at the tabernacle.

They understood that this was the Representation of his dwelling place that the Ark of the Covenant was
the representation of the immediate presence of God They understood all of that, but you still get the
picture there Something just says if it's not right It's a nice tent. It's got a lot of gold. It's very nice.

It's a very nice tent, but it's just a tent David says | I'm | want to do something, but he calls in Nathan
Nathan the prophet This first mention we have in the book of 1st Samuel or 2nd Samuel about Nathan the
prophet You might be interested to know that well, of course, my name is David and the two names of my
sons are Nathan and Jonathan two guys in the Bible who were friends of David and very close to him Oh,
here's Nathan the prophet. We're gonna have more about him later But David runs the plan by Nathan the
prophet. What do you think man? I'm living in this great house God lives in a tent so to speak.

What do you think Nathan? Hey, this is all go to miss great What a great heart you have David go for it.
This is wonderful Well, look at what the Lord says next verse 4 But it happened that night that the word of
the Lord or that the word of the Lord came to Nathan saying Go and tell my servant David That says the
Lord Would you build a house for me to dwell in? But I've not dwelt in a house since the time | brought the
children of Israel up from Egypt even to this day But have moved about in a tent and in a tabernacle in all
the places where I've walked with all the children of Israel Have | ever spoken a word to anyone from the
tribes of Israel whom | commanded to shepherd my people Israel saying why have you? Not built me a
house of cedar Very interesting that Nathan the prophet gave David the answer. Yeah, David go great go
do it But he wasn't acting very much like a prophet.

He didn't listen to God He didn't pray and say well Lord, what would you have me say to David? He spoke
off the top of his head, which we do all the time, right? | Don't think we can stop speaking off the top of our
head But may we be like Nathan that we will listen to the Lord when maybe he says well, wait a minute
You spoke a little too hastily there. Let me correct this That's exactly what the Lord wanted to do. He
comes to Nathan and without saying it in exactly these words He says Nathan you got to go deliver a
message to David Thanks, but no, thanks Now do you love the way that God delivers the message at
least in these first several verses to David? God almost seems surprised.

He seems what David you want to do this for me? Well, I've never asked any of the people of Israel do
this. | Never said this to any of the father and it didn't say it's all | didn't say to Samuel | didn't say to any of
the judges. | never said it to Moses.

| never said it to Joshua | didn't command the children of Israel in their wilderness You know this
tabernacle thing purely temporary when you get into the land build me a temple Now | want you to think
about it all the pagan gods had temples Dagon didn't live in a tent that God of the of the Philistines Dagon
lived in a temple so to speak All the pagan gods of the surrounding nations They lived in temples and they
were satisfied with saying well, you know what listen to the greatness of our God It isn't in the structure
that represents his presence. The greatness of our God is in who he is And so God never commanded
anybody to build a temple for him and it seems like nobody ever thought of it and God seems surprised
even for me You want to do this? Wow, I'm impressed. It's as if God says don't you want this kind of heart?
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David wants to do More than God commands.

Oh friends. This is a great place to be in our relationship with God and most of us most of us are so Stuck
in the thinking how little can | do and still please the Lord? That this kind of thinking is totally foreign to us
David look you don't have to do this. God's not telling you to do it.

Don't do it And put another addition on the on your own house, you'll build a summer home out in Hebron
or something like that It God's not telling you to do this, but isn't it convicting folks? | don't know. It's
convicting to me That most the time we think so much just just Lord what's the Smallest thing | can do
stupid kids. Give me the minimum God now fulfill the minimum David's heart was Lord.

I know all that. You've commanded me and I'm doing all that the you know all that | can But Lord, | want to
do more to do more than God commands and God says well, no you want to build me a house and he
basically says no, thanks And now look verse 8 says now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David
thus says the Lord of hosts | took you from the sheep fold from following the sheep to be ruler over my
people over Israel And I've been with you wherever you've gone and have cut off all your enemies from
before you and have made you a great name Like the name of the great men who are on the earth David.
I've blessed you | poured out my spirit on you and here it David saying well Lord, | know all that That's why
| want to build you this temple.

That's why | want to build a house for you It's almost as if the Lord is saying David | have blessed you And
I'm going to bless you. Oh You know it almost seems as if David and in the Lord are in a contest right here
The contest is to see who can do the most for for each other David says Lord. | want to build you a temple
and the Lord says well, I'm gonna outdo that Let me remind you of all that I've done for you And then just
wait till you see what the Lord does in the following verses and then David again Well Lord, it just makes
me want to do more for you that's how a Couple is when they're just filled with romantic love for one
another aren't they? It's just they want to outdo each other in wonderful things to do for the other person
That's how the Lord wants it to be in his relationship with you What virtually you're trying to outdo one
another and it's almost sort of a dare See if you can bless the Lord more than he blesses you go ahead.

Give it a shot You just give yourself and reckless abandon to God do just almost crazy things just to honor
and bless God And see if he doesn't bless you more on top of it But we'll see this principle here verse 10
Moreover, | will appoint a place for my people Israel and | will plant them and they will dwell in a place of
their own And move no more nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress them anymore as previously Since
the time that | commanded judges to be over my people Israel and have caused you to rest from all your
enemies Also, the Lord tells you That he'll make you a house Do you see that? First God says David keep
your mind at rest. You're a good king You're a good shepherd over these people you care about them
more than you care about yourself. So let me assure your heart I'm gonna take care of these people.

Don't worry about it But secondly, he says it's in the very last line of verse 11 there look at it carefully the
very last line Also, the Lord tells you He's going to make you a house What no Lord, you don't get it. |
wanted to make you a house guys. No, I'm gonna make you a house It's like they're in this contest to see
who can bless each other the most God promises David that he's going to build him a house in the sense
of establishing a Dynasty for the house of David.

Are you familiar with that figure when you talk about royalty, you know over in England? They say that the
Queen and her family and all that it's the house of Windsor Well, this is going to be the house of David the
dynasty of David and this would be an enduring Legacy for David long after his death. So when David said
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to the Lord Lord, | want to build you a house God said oh, thanks, but no. Thanks.

Let me build you a house Now we're mystified by two things. First of all, why did God say no to David
wasn't a good thing It's kind of interesting God said no to David we find the answer out in 1st Chronicles
22 Where God tells David | didn't want you to build me a house because you're a man of war There's
blood on your hands. You've been out fighting the wars of the Lord.

| want a man of peace To build my house. | think there's something very interesting about that is That the
Lord didn't give David that explanation till many many years later Now why | don't know. | don't know if
David would have been able to handle it right then For now God just says no without an explanation It
drives you crazy sometimes doesn't it? You say okay Lord.

Oh, my kids are like this Aren't your kids like that? Sometimes you say no to them and they kind of answer
back with this thing Well, | will accept your no father if you give me a sufficient explanation It's like wow
You know, sometimes aren't we like that to God? | don't know. I'm worse to God than that. Sometimes |
demand the explanation and God says well, no, just trust me on this one.

The explanation may come along later Well, that's exactly how he handled David right here So he
promises David I'm going to build you a house and now he's going to detail the promise here in verse 12
He says when your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers | will set up your seed after you who
will come from your body and | will establish his kingdom He shall build a house for my name and | will
establish the throne of his kingdom forever | will be his father and he will be my son if he commits iniquity
I'll chase in him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men But my mercy shall not depart
from him as | took it from Saul whom | removed from before you and your house and your Kingdom shall
be established forever before you your throne shall be established forever According to all these words
and according to all this vision Nathan spoke to David This is a fascinating prophecy God says David. Let
me explain to you what it means that I'm going to build you a house I'm going to raise up a descendant
your seed after you there's going to be a hereditary Monarchy for the house of David. I'm making you this
promise But what's interesting about this promise is that it's fulfilled in two ways It has a near fulfillment
and it has a distant more perfect fulfilment The near fulfillment was in Solomon who was David's
descendant and actually built him a house Built the Lord a house a temple unto his name But the ultimate
fulfillment was in the ultimate descendant of David That is Jesus Christ the son of David who by the way
built God a great house as well Do you know what house that Jesus Christ is building unto God the Father
right now? It's us The Bible says we are his house.

He's building us together fitting us together as in a great temple And that's exactly how we are, you know
Every brick that's being built up in this great temple of God's people unto the Lord every brick is individual
But it's all joined together in a common structure and that's just how you are. You're an individual You
have your own place and your own contribution yet You're built and mortared together into a larger
structure the body of Christ as a whole And so this great prophecy has a near fulfillment in Solomon It has
an ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ who was the son of David and it said very specifically | will establish
the throne of his kingdom forever That wasn't really fulfilled in Solomon that was fulfilled in Jesus You see
out of that great promise that he made to Jesus That was the promise that that was on the lips of the angel
Gabriel when he brought this angelic Announcement to Mary where it says and behold you will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a son and shall call his name Jesus He will be great and be called son of the
highest and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David and he'll reign over the house of
Jacob forever and of his kingdom. There will be no end So there was a partial immediate fulfillment in
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Solomon There was a complete and more glorious distant fulfillment in Jesus Christ, what a great promise
Me here David you want to build me a house.

Oh, thanks. Gosh. | appreciate it But I'll tell you what I'm gonna do instead.

I'm gonna bring the Messiah from you You're gonna be the Ancestor of the Messiah and what a glorious
thing this was because you know, one of the great titles of Jesus We've talked about it a lot through 2nd
Samuel And Jesus was a descendant of Adam. He was a descendant of Noah. He was a descendant of
Abraham He was a descendant of Isaac and of Jacob.

He was a descendant of Solomon But Jesus isn't called the son of Adam. It's not called the son of
Abraham He's not called the son of Isaac or Jacob or the son of Judah or the son of Solomon But he is
called many many times in the New Testament the son of David This is the great Ancestor of Jesus that
God wanted his son to be most identified with what a blessing for David I'm gonna attach your name and
your lineage to the Messiah forever So, what would you do if you were David? | think you'd start praying
look at verse 18 then King David went in and sat before the Lord and he said who am | Oh Lord God and
What's my house that you've brought me this far? Oh, isn't it great to have such a humble humble heart
before God? When David receives this great blessing, he doesn't come before the Lord, you know Lord.
It's about time You saw the potential that's within me.

I'm glad you finally warmed up to this God No, he comes before the Lord and he knows who he is. He says
who am |? Oh Lord God And what is my house that you've brought me thus far and yet this was a small
thing in your sight Oh Lord God, and you have also spoken of your servant's house for a great while to
come s this the manner of man Oh Lord God now What more can David say to you for you Lord God
know your servant for your word's sake and according to your own heart You've done all these great
things to make your servant know them Therefore you are great Oh Lord God for there's none like you nor
is there any God besides you according to all that we've heard with our ears and who was like your people
like Israel the one nation on the earth whom God went to redeem for himself as a people to make for
himself a name and to Do for yourself great and awesome deeds for your land before your people whom
you redeemed for yourself from Egypt the nations and their gods for you've made your people Israel your
very own people forever and You Lord have become their God David sees that it's the greatness of God in
this promise not the greatness of David his attitude wasn't well You know, | am so great that even God
blesses me this way No, his attitude is God is so great that he blesses even me this way Folks, that's
something we need to get deep down into our hearts Look, I'm sure you're a fine person Great neighbor
good person at work and at home and all those things. I'm sure you're a fine human being God does not
love you because you're a fine human being His love for you doesn't reflect on your greatness His love for
you reflects on his greatness It's because God is so great that he loves us We're just his servants and see
how David humbled himself before the Lord in this your servant your servant in that little section | just read
right there.

He calls himself your servant ten times your servant your servant your servant It also shows David's
humility in accepting the word of the Lord Now, let's not slight this God just said no to David He said it's so
sweet we almost missed it, but it's still saying no, right and Sometimes the Lord just says no to us. He
says it really sweet. He knows how to say it, but he says no and He very humbly accepted it You know
some of us if we wanted to do a great thing for God out of the best intention of our heart No wicked motive.
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No evil motive. We really wanted to do it for the Lord and God said to us No, we'd soak away and get
angry with God. Well God, | guess you don't love me and all this stuff David says no.

No, no, look at how he was. He responded two ways. First of all, he prayed.

Isn't that great said? Well Lord, you know you say no to me I'm just gonna pray and thank you for all your
goodness to me. Secondly, you know what David did he prepared? David was so shrewd. He said well
God you said I'm not the one to build the temple fine | can live with that, but you never said that | couldn't
prepare everything for the building of the temple and so David Amassed all the supplies all the gold all the
marble all the incredible things that they would need to build the temple David amassed just as much as it
he could put it in a big warehouse and had it waiting for Solomon's and Solomon | die Use this stuff and
build a temple And that great David said God you don't want me to be a part of this directly, but I'm going
to be a part of it Indirectly, that's a great way to respond when God says no All right God, I'm gonna
prepare Excuse me I'm gonna pray first and then I'm gonna just get in line with this project any way that
you will allow me to Well, | wonder | wonder if there's not some folks that I'm looking at right here this
morning And when you were young you thought | want to be a missionary That's what | want.

I'm giving my heart to God as a missionary I'm gonna go out and you know what in the it was a great
intention of your heart And that's all that you wanted to do and the Lord has said you at least thus far in
your life. No, | Want you to know that God heard that promise of yours he heard that desire of yours and
his heart was cherished by him He loved it But it doesn't mean that God wants you to give up on the
mission field any more than God wanted David to give up on the temple Just you're not the one to go Well,
but you can still pray and you can still support you can still amass resources to go out and bless on the
mission field Just like David did for the temple or maybe that has to do with somebody you were young
and you thought God what was going to call you to be a pastor and In whatever way for whatever reason
God said no. Oh God loved it when you wanted to be a pastor He saw that in your heart.

He said oh my child. That's not my plan for you. But but listen, it's great | love your heart and wanting to
give that to me.

Can you still pray? Can you still find a way to support and to get behind ministry in another way? And
that's exactly what David did what a great way to respond when God says no All right. Let's look here to
the end of the chapter and and this glorious thing that David does we're starting at verse 25 and Now Oh
Lord God The word which you have spoken concerning your servant and concerning his house Establish it
forever and do as you have said So let your name be magnified forever Saying the Lord of hosts is the
God over Israel and let the house of your servant David be established before you For you Oh Lord of
hosts God of Israel have revealed this to your servant saying | will build you a house Therefore your
servant has found it in his heart to pray this prayer to you And now Oh Lord God, you are God and your
words are true and you've promised this goodness to your servant Now therefore let it please you to bless
the house of your servant that it may continue forever before you for you Oh Lord God have spoken it and
with your blessing. Let the house of your servant be blessed forever Folks do you see what David
basically prairie prays in verses 25 to 29? It's a glorious prayer Can | just boil it down to a one sentence?
God you said it now do it And amazing God promised it and now David comes before the Lord and so to
speak.

He shakes the promise before God You said this now do it Now in a way that almost seems crazy to us
David don't say that to God he'll get annoyed he knows he said it You have to remind him of his promise
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Friends, | want you to grab a hold of this with both hands God loves it when we do that When we take his
promise right before him and say Lord you promised it now do it a matter of fact There are many many
promises of God that could be real in your life today If you grabbed hold of them and said Lord, this is your
promise for me Would you perform it now? Satan wants to make you all passive in your Christian life
Satan wants you to live that case or a sera Christian life Well Lord Whatever you want to do You know
Lord if you want to forgive my sins fine, if you don't well, then | guess whatever God God doesn't respond
to that kind of heart God wants the kind of heart which says before you promise that you forgave my sins
You promise that that if | confess my sins You're faithful and just to forgive me from all of my sins and to
cleanse me from all unrighteousness That's what it says in your word in first John 1 9 Lord. | call upon you
now to fulfill your promise | confess my sins before you I'm doing what you said now Lord you do what you
said God loves it when we do that. It shows that we believe his word.

It shows that we trust him to do what he said So what promise do you need from the Lord this morning?
Do you need that promise for forgiveness? Do you need the promise for peace Jesus said peace? | leave
with you my peace. | give to you He's giving it to you So you come before the Lord and said Lord | have a
peace in my life right now, but you said you'd give it to me. You promised it | want to receive it right now
Lord bring it to me Forgiveness peace guidance growth help God promises these things to you bring his
promise before him and do just what David did Lord you promised now give it | wonder about that |
Wonder if if you can come before the Lord and really do that If you can say Oh God, you've promised to
meet my need now here is your promise It takes some action.

It takes some Forwardness on your part not this passive spiritual life that maybe you've been lulled into
sleeping. Don't be passive on that You come forth with some boldness before God and say Lord. This is
your word.

You have promised it right now Let's show you one more thing before we wrap up here this morning Look
at it here in verse 20 oh Boy, I'm missing it here. Oh verse 27 at the end of it It says therefore your servant
found it in his heart to pray this prayer to you That's what you have to do when you come before the Lord If
you're going to pray you have to pray prayer That's our trouble a lot of times. We don't pray prayer We say
prayers we recite prayers We just just off the top of our head prayers no thought no feeling David says I'm
coming I'm praying this prayer before you If you will come and pray prayer before God Pleading his
promises before him.

God will meet your need in a powerful and great way Let me pray and then we'll we'll get ready to have
communion here this morning father We thank you for this great promise that you made David Lord We
understand that it's our salvation That's bound up in this promise Because you promised that that you'd
bring a descendant of David to build a great house unto you and Lord We believe that we're part of that
house because of the salvation that we have in Jesus Christ. Thank you for this promise to David And
Lord, | pray that you'd give new hope and new inspiration to everybody who's wanted to do something
before you Lord Whether it's a small thing or a great thing and you've said no Lord just give assurance to
hearts this morning that you weren't angry That you were pleased by what they wanted to do And you're
no Lord isn't a denial of heart or intent Lord. You're just redirecting them into more effective service Father
bless father.

| pray that you'd speak to hearts right now this morning That people would would long to get right with you
would long to cling to your promise in Jesus name Amen
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