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Day 119, Romans 8
by David Servant

Through Christ's death, we have been freed from the curse of the Law and are now able to walk according to the

Spirit, leading to life and peace.

Scripture: Romans 8:1-37

Topics: "Spiritual Freedom", "Eternal Life"

Description

David Servant preaches on the powerful message in Romans 8, emphasizing how Jesus, as our
substitute, fulfilled the Law's requirement of death for sinners, granting believers in Christ freedom from
condemnation. He highlights the importance of walking according to the Spirit, leading to life and peace,
and the necessity of holiness for eternal life. Servant discusses the blessings of being adopted into God's
family, the inevitability of suffering with Christ, and the eager anticipation of redemption. He clarifies Paul's
teaching on predestination and concludes with the assurance that nothing can separate believers from the
love of Christ.

Transcript

You have just read what is, in my opinion, one of the Bible's best chapters! I wish I had more than 700
words today!

Jesus did what the Law couldn't do. He died in our place "as an offering for sin" (8:3), "so that the
requirement of the Law," that is, death to sinners, "might be fulfilled in us" (8:4). He was our substitute. So
we who are in Christ will not be condemned as we would have been otherwise (8:1). And what
characterizes those who are "in Christ?" They "do not walk according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit" (8:4). Those who walk according to the Holy Spirit are holy, obviously.

The decision to walk according to the flesh or the Spirit rests with each one of us. We are two-natured, and
we can set our minds on the things of the flesh or on the things of the Spirit (8:6). The former results in
death, the latter results in life and peace (8:6). Paul plainly warned, "If you are living according to the flesh,
you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live" (8:13). This is
hardly a promise of unconditional eternal security, and once again, we encounter biblical truth about the
necessity of holiness for eternal life. Paul was of course speaking of eternal death and life in this solemn
warning, as everyone will one day die physically, even those who are "by the Spirit putting to death the
deeds of the body" (8:13).
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How blessed are we who have believed in Christ! We've been adopted into God's family, having been
born of Him. He is our Father, and that makes us heirs of His eternal glory with Christ our Lord. Paul says,
however, that we must suffer with Christ if we hope to be glorified with Him (8:17), indicating that
persecution is par for the course for true believers. Our temporal sufferings, however, are "not worthy to
be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us" (8:18). We long deep within our hearts for the
coming day of our redemption. Paul says that all of creation, currently under God's curse of futility, also
waits longingly for it.

Note that Paul did not write in 8:29-30 (or anywhere else in the New Testament) that God had predestined
anyone to be saved or unsaved. Rather, Paul wrote that God predestined those whom He foreknew to be
conformed to the image of His Son. God obviously foreknew those of us who would believe in Jesus, and
He predestined us to be His sons, like Jesus. That is a far cry from being predestined to be saved by
God's alleged sovereign "unconditional election" that eliminates our free will in believing in Christ.

Paul concludes this chapter by asking five wonderful questions. First, "If God is for us, who is against us?"
(8:31). Obviously, there are many who are against us, but since God is for us, our opposition is ultimately
meaningless.

Second, "He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him
freely give us all things?" The supreme proof of God's love for us was demonstrated on the cross. How
can we doubt, in light of the giving of His Son, that He will freely give us every future blessing He has
promised, as well as supply all our present needs?

Third, "Who will bring a charge against God's elect?" (8:34), and a related question, "God is the one who
justifies; who is the one who condemns?" Others may judge you as guilty, but if God declares you not
guilty, you're not guilty! The evidence for our justification is seated at the Judge's right hand!

Finally, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" (Rom. 8:35). Paul then lists some specific
adversaries and adversities that might tempt us to think God's love has diminished. None can nullify what
Christ has done for us on the cross. Even if we are slaughtered like sheep, God's love for us ensures that
ultimately we "overwhelmingly conquer" (8:37).

Out of allotted words!
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