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Jesus Is Twice Anointed Matthew 26:1-16;
John 12:1-11

by David Servant

Jesus' anointing by two women, Mary and the unnamed woman, demonstrates the value and worth of wor shiping
Himsincerely.

Scripture: John 12:1
Topics: "Worship And Worth", "Jesus Anointed"

Description

David Servant delves into the stories of Mary anointing Jesus and the unnamed woman anointing Him,
highlighting the significant differences in details between the two incidents. Both women expressed their
love for Jesus through costly acts of worship, believing He was worth it despite facing rebukes from
others. The contrast between Judas' evil character and the disciples' misguided concerns for the poor is
examined, revealing Judas' true motives and his love for money. Through these narratives, the sermon
emphasizes the importance of genuine worship and recognizing Jesus' infinite value and worth above all
else.

Transcript

To a casual reader, it might seem as if Matthew and John were writing about the same incident. The two
stories, however, contain details that differ significantly. Mary anointed Jesus six days before the
Passover, and the unnamed woman anointed Him two days before the Passover. It seems Mary anointed
Jesus while He was visiting her, her sister Martha and her brother Lazarus in their home; the unnamed
woman anointed Jesus in the home of a man named Simon the Leper. Mary anointed Jesus' feet and
wiped them with her hair; the unnamed woman poured her perfume on His head.

Both women were expressing their love for Jesus in a costly act of worship, spending the equivalent of a
year's wages in a few minutes of adoration. Both women obviously believed Jesus was God! He was
worth it.

Both women were rebuked for what they did, the unnamed woman by Jesus' disciples, and Mary by Judas
Iscariot. This gives us some more insight into Judas's evil character. The disciples' rebuke of the unnamed
woman was motivated by concern for the poor, certainly a worthy motive. Still, Jesus rebuked them,
correcting their perspective. Four days later, they again watched as another year's wages was spent on
Jesus' feet. Even after being among those rebuked by Jesus four days earlier, Judas still grumbled about
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it. Beyond that, John informs us that Judas really wasn't concerned with the poor. He often stole money
from the box where Jesus kept money that was to be given to the poor, and he wanted the perfume to be
sold only so there would be more money for him to steal.

Judas was a classic example of someone whose true god is money. Anyone who enriches himself in ways
that are sinful or unethical proves that money, and not the Lord, is his god. People have often speculated
what Judas's motive was in betraying Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. The answer is that he saw an
opportunity to make a large sum of money easily.

Q. Let's pretend that your parents spent thirty thousand dollars in one day on your sister, buying her all
kinds of expensive and unnecessary things. Let's also pretend that you complained about it, saying that
the money could have been spent on a much more worthy cause, perhaps given to the poor for the basic
necessities of life. If your sister responded as Jesus did, essentially saying that she was more important
than all the poor people who could have been helped, what would that say about her?

A. It would prove she had a huge ego and was incredibly selfish.
Q. Then what about Jesus? Didn't His answer prove the same about Him?

A. No, because Jesus was God. He is infinitely more valuable than all the people of the world, rich and
poor, combined. It would be impossible for Him to think a thought or say a word that could be considered
egotistical. He has no equals and couldn't do anything that could rightfully be considered selfish.
Selfishness is a sin that can only be committed by a human being.

Application: When Mary anointed Jesus' feet with her expensive perfume, the house was filled with the
fragrance. Likewise, when we sincerely worship Jesus from our hearts, there seems to be a heavenly
fragrance of God's Spirit that fills the place where we worship.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/david-servant/jesus-is-twice-anointed-matthew-261-16-john-121-11/
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