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Benefit of the Cross
by David Wilkerson

The parable of the prodigal son teaches us that the father's love is unconditional and seeks our presence and
communion, not just forgiveness.

Scripture: Psalm 103:12, Isaiah 43:25, Luke 15:20, John 3:16, Romans 5:8, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 5:1, Ephesians
2:4-5, Hebrews 4:16, 1 John 1:9

Topics: "Forgiveness", "Reconciliation”

Description

David Wilkerson emphasizes the profound benefits of the Cross through the parable of the prodigal son,
illustrating not only the forgiveness available to the lost but also the joy and delight of the Father in
reconciliation. The father's unconditional love and initiative in embracing his son highlight that forgiveness
is readily available, and it is the desire for communion and presence that truly fulfills the Father's heart.
The sermon reveals that the past of the repentant is forgotten, and they are invited to walk anew in the
grace and mercy of God, free from guilt and shame.

Transcript

Jesus told this parable, using it as a teaching tool to get across a great truth. In the parable, we see the
benefit to man clearly -- and yet we also see the benefit to God. You see, the parable of the prodigal son is
not only about forgiveness of a lost man. Even more so, it is about the delight of the father who runs after
him.

You know the story. A young man took his portion of his father's inheritance and squandered it on riotous
living. He ended up broken, ruined in health and spirit, and at his lowest point he decided to return to his
father. Scripture tells us, "He arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his
father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him" (Luke 15:20).

Note that nothing hindered this father's forgiveness of the young man. There was nothing this boy had to
do -- not even to confess his sins -- because the father had already made provision for reconciliation.
Indeed, it happened all by the father's initiative: he ran to his son and embraced him as soon as he saw
the boy coming up the road. The truth is, forgiveness is never a problem for any loving father. Like-wise,
it's never a problem with our heavenly Father when he sees a repentant child.

So forgiveness simply is not the issue in this parable. In fact, Jesus makes it clear that it wasn't enough for
this prodigal merely to be forgiven. The father didn't embrace his son just to forgive him and let him go his
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way. No, that father yearned for more than just his son's restoration. He wanted his child's company, his
presence, and communion.

Even though the prodigal was forgiven and in favor once more, he still wasn't settled in his father's house.
Only then would the father be satisfied, his joy fulfilled when his son was brought into his company. That is
the issue in this parable.

In the father's eyes, the old boy was dead. That son was out of his thoughts completely. Now, in the
father's eyes, this son who had returned home was a new man. And his past would never be brought up
again. The father was saying, in essence: "As far as I'm concerned, the old you is dead. Now, walk with
me as a new man. That is my estimation of you. There is no need for you to live under guilt. Don't keep
talking about your sin, your unworthiness. The sin problem is settled. Now, come boldly into my presence
and partake of my mercy and grace. | delight in you!"

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/david-wilkerson/benefit-of-the-cross/
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