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Drawing Our Own Circle
by David Wilkerson

We must trust that God is big enough to work in unseen ways and not limit His power in someone's life.

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:7, Isaiah 55:8-9, Matthew 19:26, Luke 1:37, John 3:16, Romans 8:28, 2 Corinthians 5:17,
Ephesians 3:20, Philippians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:9
Topics: "Faith", "Transformation”

Description

David Wilkerson addresses the tendency to limit Christ's transformative power in the lives of others,
particularly when we become frustrated with loved ones who seem stagnant in their faith. He challenges
listeners to reconsider their own definitions of what it means to be a true follower of Christ, using the story
of Celeste Horvath, a former madam turned evangelist, as a powerful example of God's ability to work in
hidden ways. Wilkerson emphasizes that while people may judge others based on their own narrow
perspectives, God sees potential and is always at work, even in the most unlikely individuals. The sermon
encourages believers to trust in God's vastness and His ability to redeem and transform lives beyond our
limited understanding.

Transcript

Are you worried about a family member or friend who doesn't seem to be growing or maturing in Christ?
As you size up that person, are you using your own concept of Christ for their lives? Have you drawn your
own circle of what it means to be a true follower of Christ and you don't see your loved one moving in that
circle?

Is it possible that you are limiting Christ? Is your Jesus so small, so tightly circumscribed, that you can't
believe his Spirit may be doing a deep, hidden work? Do you condemn for not measuring up to your
imprint? Do you believe that God is big enough to work on him in ways that are unseen?

About 35 years ago, an infamous woman named Celeste Horvath walked into the Teen Challenge in
Brooklyn. She was New York's most notorious madam, running a prostitution ring that catered to some of
the nation's most famous men. Celeste had grown up in a Pentecostal home, and her praying
grandmother had prophesied over her, "You're going to be an evangelist." But Celeste rejected her church
upbringing and turned to prostitution.

As Celeste's prostitution ring grew, she became addicted to drugs. All during that time, a battle was going
on in her heart. Night after night, she prayed, "God, please let me live just one more day." Finally, Celeste
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was arrested. The news made national headlines. At one point her brother wrote to her, saying, "You've so
shamed our family, you're beyond redemption."

But Jesus never forsook her. One day in her loneliest hour, Celeste prayed--and she broke before the
Lord. The change in her was immediate, and instantly she became a new creature.

Everyone who had seen Celeste's life from the outside thought she was utterly hopeless, totally
unmovable. But they had a limited view of Christ. They hadn't seen the Holy Ghost at work in her all
through the years. While the people in Celeste's life had seen her only as common and unclean, the Lord
had seen in her an evangelist.

Celeste showed up at Teen Challenge just before she was sentenced, and we took her in. She served
time in prison where she became the evangelist God had called her to be. She led many souls to Jesus
while in jail. After she was released, she became a powerful street preacher and eventually she started a
church on Long Island, a congregation that is still on fire today.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/david-wilkerson/drawing-our-own-circle/
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