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Outside Looking in - Part 1
by David Wilkerson

David Wilkerson's sermon explores the parable of the prodigal son, emphasizing the importance of

understanding and claiming God's unconditional love and blessings in our lives.

Duration: 50:03

Scripture: Matthew 7:7-11, Luke 15:11-32, Romans 4:20-22, Hebrews 11:6, James 1:5-8

Topics: "Gods Forgiveness", "Holy Spirit"

Description

This sermon focuses on the parable of the prodigal son from Luke 15, highlighting the themes of
forgiveness, unmerited love, and the need for believers to fully appropriate the riches of God's kingdom.
The speaker emphasizes the importance of seeking God's righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost, and encourages the congregation to ask in faith, repent of sin, and believe in God's promises for
their lives.

Transcript

Thank you, choir and orchestra. Welcome to our visitors. We trust that you have felt the presence of the
Lord here this morning and that you'll leave here with your heart deeply touched and moved by the Holy
Spirit.

Glad to be in God's house today? I said, are you glad to be in God's house? The annex, welcome, and the
overflow rooms wherever you are, God's house this morning, we pray his blessing upon you. Go to the
15th chapter of Luke, if you will please, and leave that open on your lap. We'll be referring to this, some
passages in chapter 15 of St. Luke, if you will please.

My message this morning, outside looking in, outside looking in. Lord, I thank you for who you are, and I
thank you, Lord, that you hear the cry of men's hearts. I thank you, Lord, that we can touch you, that you're
touched with the feelings of our infirmities, that, Lord, we thank you more than anything else for the
promises you've made us, incredible promise, exceeding great and precious promises, the apostle said,
exceeding great and precious promises, whereby we're made partakers of your divine nature.

Lord, I thank you for your living word. We are thrilled by your word. Lord, we're not sermon tasters.

We come here to this house to learn of you, so that we can be of better service to you, so we get to know
your heart, so that we can walk in the light of the gospel, that we can walk in the fullness of blessing of the
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gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. I pray a special anointing of the words you prepared for us this morning.
Let it flow from my innermost being, let it flow as a river of living water, I pray.

And, Lord, as you've watered my soul with it, water the hearts and souls of those who hear it. We pray in
Jesus' name. Amen.

Outside looking in. In the 15th chapter of Luke, beginning of the 11th verse, you'll find this, one of the most
preached about parables in the gospel, and that's a parable of the prodigal son. Now, let me, instead of
reading it all, just let me recap it for, if you will please, very familiar with it.

Thousands upon thousands of sermons have been preached on this over the past many, many years. I've
preached about it many times, and one of the best known parables of all. A very wealthy man had two
sons, remember, and one of them wanted his inheritance before his father died, and he said, Father, I
want my money now.

And the loving father gives him his inheritance, and he takes off, the country, and according to Scripture,
he wasted all. He wasted on harlots, he wasted on riotous living, and as human nature is capable of, when
you don't have any money, you don't have any friends, especially when you're in the world.

And he runs out of money, he runs out of friends, and he runs out of a job, and he is left destitute, and in
his destitution, he offers himself to hire at a pig farm, and he is hired to feed the pigs, and he is so hungry,
he would eat the very food he's feeding to the swine, and in that destitute condition, he remembers his
father's house, and the Bible says he came to himself, he woke up to his condition, and remembered his
father's house, and he says, I'll return, there's plenty in my father's house, and he sets out to his father's
house, remember, and his father sees him at far off distance, and he comes running to him, and without
blaming him, without any conditions whatsoever, he's freely forgiven, his father falls on his neck, kisses
him, welcomes him home, he puts a ring on his

finger, he puts a new robe on his back, and he puts new shoes on his feet, and then he instructs one of his
servants to go and kill one of the fatted calves, and he said, we're going to have a feast, and so they go to
feast, he gathers the friends, now these evidently were good friends, the ones he fled from with his money
to go to a far country, and he calls, he brings in a band or orchestra, and they have music, and they have
dancing, and there's a great celebration, very festive occasion, the elder son comes in from the field, he's
been working hard, very faithful brother, and he hears the music, he hears the dancing, and he hears the
festivities, and he asks one of the servants, what's going on, what's happening, and one of the servants
said, your wayward brother has come home, and

your father's welcomed him, and they're having a party, they're celebrating, and so this elder brother goes
and looks in the window, he's outside looking in, his father sees him, and the Bible says his father came
out, this is the second time the father came out, he came out first to meet his younger brother, he comes
there and freely forgives him, and the Bible says he comes out now to entreat the elder son, because
there's a seething anger in this elder brother's heart, he looks in and the father sees that look of despair,
and he comes out and entreats him, and says come in and be glad, your brother was lost and he's been
found, come and be glad with us, paraphrase, let me tell you what the brother said, he said no way, never,
there was an anger seething in him, he said this, my brother

takes his inheritance, you haven't even passed away, he isn't legally worthy of it, and he goes and wastes
it on harlots, and he runs out of money, and he comes back and he's wanting more money is what he
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wants, he's shamed our family, he's lived in sin, and he comes home and you just want me to forget it, I'm
not going in, there's no party for me, he said you bring it back and you just freely forgive him, then he says
and I paraphrase it again, now look father, I've been faithful to you for many years, I've never hurt you, I
have never wondered from you, everything you've commanded me to do, everything you've asked of me, I
have done it, and I've never complained about it, but never once father have you ever killed a fatted calf
for me, not once have you embraced me like you're embracing

him, not once have you called my friends, you've never put in an orchestra for me, there's been no
dancing, there's been no party for me, there's been no feast for me after all these years, you've given me
nothing, you haven't done anything for me, and here he comes and you, they're singing, they're dancing,
look at it, I'm amused, what I read in my commentaries and how scholars refer to this elder brother as a
hypocrite, and just some of the things this past week I've read that they said of him, they called him an
insensitive hypocrite, he labored for his father out of duty and not love, and they call him a proud, jealous,
brother, evil-minded, lacking compassion, but I beg to differ, I beg to differ, this brother, the bible said was
faithful, he was obedient, he never hurt his father,

now those words in the bible describe faithfulness, this elder brother was very, very faithful, and I know
why he's angry, he was outside looking in, and he's seeing something he wanted all his life and couldn't
obtain, really this putting down of his brother was just a screen to cover up the real hurt, there was
something very deep in him that was hurt and wounded, because you see, he never knew his father, he
never knew his love, it was there, but he never really appropriated, never knocked on the door, never
asked for anything, he represents the Christmases, well I just don't really need too much from the lord, I
just want to, you know, kind of bask in who my father is, I really don't want to put any pressure on him, I
don't want to ask anything, and he takes that as humility because

he doesn't ask much, and what does he see from outside looking in, that wounds him and hurts him and
angers him so much, his brother is getting everything he longed for, everything, unmerited forgiveness,
unmerited love, he never knew what it was to have his heart dance, he never heard the music of what it
means to be absolutely forgiven, come to the father and just say I'm sorry father and be forgiven and be
given a rope of righteousness and a ring on his finger and a party, never knew it, you see he labored there
all the time for his father without knowing his heart, without knowing what his father wanted to give him,
and this father could say that boy yes you say son that I've never given you a feast, I've never killed a
fatted calf, but look out in those hills now, look at all the

thousands of calves, look at all the cattle, look at the donkeys, look at the camels, look at my wealth, I
have told you and told you it's all yours, you've been with me all this time and I'm telling you everything I
have is yours, you've never asked, you've never come to thrill my heart by asking, you can measure your
faith by the magnitude of your request, you have never asked me anything that would challenge your faith,
so many of us have such a small God because we have such small requests, you have made God so
small because you couldn't believe that God would answer the great desire of your heart, he said ask,
largely your joy may be fulfilled, you've never asked, he's saying to him, he's looking in the window and
says I've never felt loved, I've never thought my father was proud of

me, I've been so faithful and tried so hard and been so obedient, but I don't enjoy acceptance and
forgiveness, oh there are multitudes of Christians today who've been so faithful, they work, they fast, they
pray, but they have never entered in to the joy of the father's unmerited love and forgiveness, the
forgiveness of Christ, they don't understand it, they always live in guilt and fear and condemnation, they
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never enjoy themselves because there's always this fear of the wrath of God upon them, I know this
anger, I've been there, I've watched over the years, Nicky Cruz, gang leader come in and get saved,
notorious prostitutes that come in and throw their fur coat in my desk and we take them in and derelicts
and drug addicts and pushers and murderers and I've seen them come in and boy

within two weeks after they say they are dancing in our chapel with joy and they're getting revelations of
Jesus that I've never heard of and I'm saying Lord it's not fair, I study and I fast and I pray and I don't see
it, and that's what this guy is saying, he walks in here and he's got joy, he's dancing, I've been saved all
these years and faithful and I've never had that, I've never had a party, and I would tell you to your face
right now some of you need a holy ghost party, hallelujah, I've seen pastors who have labored faithfully in
little churches and medium sized churches, I get letters from all over the United States and they're faithful,
they're praying men, they're good men, and after twenty years hardly anybody is being saved and though
they pray and they have so much, they're

being tested and tried, a young man comes in down the road somewhere, he has been saved from drugs,
suddenly he's got a thousand people, and then he's outside looking in and he said oh God why'd you pass
me by, I was faithful, I've seen it over and over again, come on folks, you be honest now, have you ever
gone to the Lord in I mean utter honesty and said Lord I'm not happy, I'm not very happy, I don't have the
joy like I see others, everybody around me looks like they're so together, they have such knowledge of
you, they are, I have been in the church, I have been faithful, and sometimes I can't even remember what
the pastor preached last week, I don't feel like I'm growing, I don't feel like I know you like I should, and I
honestly have to tell you Lord that I don't have the joy and

victory in my soul, I'm forgiven, I know that, but something's missing, I sometimes feel so dumb, I feel so
spiritually stupid, where everybody around me has such spiritual knowledge, oh come on now, at times I
wonder if I'm doing anything for the Lord, Lord I want to enjoy you, I want peace, I want joy, I want
fulfillment, I want fullness, I see others have it, why not me?

This father reaches out to his eldest son and he said son you have always been with me, look at verse 31,
I want you to see it in red, because Jesus said it, Jesus is the one talking here, and he said unto him son,
thou art ever with me, say it out loud if you have King James, and all that I have is thine, again, all that I
have is thine, who is he talking about? This is our Lord, our heavenly father, and we are, most of us are
the eldest son, look I've never used drugs, I've never had a cigarette in my mouth, I've never been with a
prostitute, my wife said thank God, oh folks I got a whole catalog of things I've never did, I remember one
time my son, one of my sons come and he said dad, you know I hear Nikki and all these drug addicts and
everybody clapping their hands and praising the Lord, I need to go out and get a testimony, see I've never
done those things, I don't know the dregs of sin, all I've known all my life, I was called to preach at 8 years
of age, I don't remember a day that my heart wasn't for the Lord, in my lifetime, I don't remember a day
that my heart didn't reach out to him, even in my childhood, I don't remember a day, but you see, there's a
loving rebuke and a challenge of the father in this response, it's a rebuke and a challenge, in other words,
he's saying it was there all the time, everything that I have is yours, you see, which is the worst sin?

Misappropriating the wealth of the father and all that belongs to us, misappropriating it like the prodigal, or
not appropriating it at all, because of ignorance or sloth, most of us never appropriate the riches of God in
Christ Jesus because we are ignorant of it, it's not because we're lazy, it's because we hear it and it
doesn't register with us and we are not appropriating it by faith, it's there, everything that God has, has
been entrusted to Christ, you see, there's another brother, he's my brother, it's Jesus Christ the Lord, he's
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the only begotten son, we are adopted, he gave all of his riches to his own son, the only begotten, that
was his own, so to speak, flesh and blood, he gave it to his own, we were adopted and as we were
adopted, the father made his heirs and joint heirs

with his son Jesus, so that everything God gave to Jesus, he has given to us, everything that is in Christ is
ours, his peace, his joy, you can have the Mercedes, you can have the estate, you can have the bonds
and stocks, you can have all of that because that is not, those are not the riches referred to here, that's not
the wealth, none of that brings satisfaction, you say well try me, well there's enough testimonies in the
world to tell you that those who have all these things have not found the true riches, they are only in Christ
Jesus and let me tell you the two greatest riches of all, the two greatest riches is peace with God and joy in
the Holy Ghost, peace with God and joy in the Holy Ghost, you give me those two things and you can
have the whole world, except my wife and kids and

grandkids, oh how great is thy goodness which thou has laid up for them that fear thee, which you have
wrought for those that trust in thee before the sons of men, again how great is thy goodness or thy wealth
which you have laid up for them that fear thee, that word laid up actually means hoarded, God said I've
hoarded up all of these, all of this wealth and I want to tell you son, our heavenly father is not a miser, did
you hear me, he's not covetous, he did not build up all of this wealth, he did not hoard this wealth for his
own use, he's saying to this elder brother, all of this time, look at all this, all this, everything I've ever done
all my life, I'm not trying to build a nest egg, this is not for me, it's for you, understand that, everything that
God did in sending Jesus, all

the riches of God that have been placed in him are for us, they were not even for Christ himself, he said
this is for you, it is all for you, it's all for me, no we live so far beneath our privileges and the promises of
God and the father said all of this is yours, you know what this elder brother is thinking, yeah it's mine after
you die, it's legally not mine until you die, and the father is saying no, it is here and now folks, I'll tell you
something, I don't want, I thank God for heaven and I'm going to be in heaven, I want my heaven now, I
want everything Jesus said is mine, I want it now, I want heaven to go to heaven in, I want power with God
so I can drive the devil out of my house, my life, I want the power of the Holy Ghost, Jesus said all things
are yours, Paul the apostle said

all things are yours, all things that are in Christ are mine, victory, power, peace, joy in the Holy Ghost, I
want it all now, I want it now, I don't wait to get to heaven to have peace, we sing it beyond the Jordan,
someday all will be glory then, and so we live in such spiritual poverty like this young man perhaps went
right back in the fields and never did take advantage of it, I wonder if he ever did have a feast, I wonder if
he ever did take his father's challenge, it's all yours, claim it, now folks the people who preach the name
and claim it had an idea, they just had the wrong emphasis, they were emphasizing material things, the
Bible says you name it and you claim it in the spirit and it's yours, I want a feast, I want my heart to dance,
and I want to tell you something, if we

really laid hold of what God said, you would not come dragging into Times Square church on Sunday
morning or any other time trying to have somebody pick you up, you would have been in a secret closet
saying Lord you said it's mine, I'm not going to church until I have joy, until I have peace and confidence
that my God is not mad at me, that I'm under the blood, that the blood of Jesus Christ, one of the greatest
riches of all, is mine, the sprinkling of the blood, I will not let my flesh condemn me, I'll not let the devil
condemn me, I'm going to the house of God with a shout and the joy of the Holy Ghost in my soul, I'm tired
of looking in the mirror with my long face, I want to dance in the Holy Ghost, I want a feast, you can live
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with fear and guilt and condemnation all you want, I say

no, my father said everything that is in Jesus is mine, I want it now, I want it right now, I want it, I want
every promise in the book, if I doubt one promise it means I doubt them all, because under the law if you
failed at one point in the law you failed it all, if you don't believe every promise is yours, you can't believe
one of them is yours, I believe them all and I want them all, how long you going to stand out there looking
in, I'll tell you what, if we would walk in to the feast and say Lord I'm not going to let, the bible says the
flesh lusts against the spirit and the spirit against the flesh, there's a war raging sometime when evil
thoughts are injected by the enemy and the devil does that to make you feel unworthy and cheated and
that you're not worthy to come in to that

room and have the dancing and the rejoicing and the Lord trying to rob you, but my bible says the holy
ghost in you is stronger, is stronger, is greater than all of those arguments of the flesh, I will not let the
flesh rob me of my inheritance, it's mine now, glory to God, rise above it now, and if we would lay hold of
the promises of God, we would come in to this church every time and there would be such a joy and there
would be such a shout, listen, there should be such joy in this house, there should be such praise and
worship that everyone comes in are swept away, there should be such a sound of overcoming joy in the
holy ghost, there should be such a feast here, there should be a holy ghost party that everybody walks in
the door and says wow what's going on here, there's something

different here, these people believe what the bible says, these people are walking in the promises, years
ago when the Jesus movement broke out, I was in California and I wanted to know what's going on, they
were having these great big, you know, where they would sing like they had upstate New York,
Woodstock, they had these all over the country and I told you I got a motorcycle and a leather jacket and a
helmet and I'd go to those festivals as a spy to see what those kids were into and I would go into medical
tents and pray and minister to a lot of kids, then the Jesus revival broke out and in Southern California, a
group of these drug addicted kids really got saved and they put a big tent right in Anaheim, they put up a
big tent and I'd go over the tent because thousands of kids were

coming in, they had baptismal services in the ocean and hundreds of kids all over the beach getting
baptized, but folks the thing that was so exciting, you couldn't believe the music, the sound, there was
such a sound of joy, and I was going to an Assembly of God church as dead as a doorknob and I shouldn't
have said the name A Pentecostal church I was attending.

And I'd go over to that tent, they had a group called Love Song, just a bunch of converted drug addicts
with the guitars and singing the praises of God, but even before the preaching they were getting saved left
and right because they had claimed their inheritance, these kids, there was no deep doctrine, there was
nothing else but a love for Jesus and they knew their sins were forgiven, they were walking in the glory of
it and at peace, they would hold hands with one another all over it, the love of God filled that house
everywhere and I would sit in the back and say, oh God that's what I want, I'm outside looking in. And
that's the way it ought to be in this house, every time you come in here without bringing your joy with you.
And I've come to a place in my life, I said Lord my years are numbered now, and I'm not going to spend
my time in the agony of fear, because fear has torment.

I want to enjoy Jesus, I want to enjoy my relationship, I want to enjoy my walk in the Holy Ghost. You say
alright Brother Dave I'm with you, all I have is yours he said and I want it, how do I get it? How do I get this
into my heart? Now, turn to Matthew 7 please, Matthew 7th chapter. Starting to read in verse 7, chapter 7,
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this is how you get it, it's yours, so what do you do? Ask and it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find,
knock and it shall be opened to you.

For everyone, how many? Everyone that asketh, receiveth, and he that seeketh findeth unto him that
knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread will he give him a
stone? If he asketh fish will he give him a serpent? If ye then being evil know how to give good gifts unto
your children? Read it, how much more shall your father which is in heaven give what good things to them
that ask him? What are those good things? The older son said you gave me no kid, you gave me no fatted
calf. His father was not a tightwad, his father said look over those hills and that is yours, but you've never
asked.

The bible says, Jesus said, verily, verily I say unto you whatsoever shall ask the father in my name he will
give it you. Up to now you've asked nothing in my name, ask and ye shall receive that your joy might be
fulfilled. It used to be, I used to think when it says up to now you've asked nothing in my name that up to
then they had not used the name of Jesus, but what the Lord is really saying, you've really never asked
me anything worthy of me.

You've never asked anything large enough that needed faith of such magnitude that would bless and
honor me. You see, God is honored when we ask largely. God is, the larger you ask of his blessing, of
fullness, and I go to the Lord in prayers and I want to know you like I've never known you before.

I want to know you, I want to sense your presence in my life as never before. I want a revelation of your
word, I want to go deeper than I've ever been. I don't want to be just to my ankle, you said there are
waters to swim in and I want to swim.

I want it, you have to ask for it, ask and ye shall receive. Keep knocking and that is prayer, that is the
seeking of God in prayer. Lately, I don't think you'd want to be around when I'm praying.

You'd want to rush in to see if I'd lost my mind or something. You'll hear a shout at the top of my voice,
screaming, not in anger but in joy and crying out, God, I see it, I see it and I'm asking for it right now. I'm
asking for the joy of the Lord like I've never known.

I want the joy of God and I want the peace of God. Every waking hour, every day of the week, all year
long, I want it. Even in my trials, even if there's death, whatever there is that I go through, I want joy in the
morning, I want confidence in you, I want everything that is in Jesus that's been promised to me, I want it, I
claim it.

Then he said, now after you've asked, you need patience that you may receive it. He said, well I've asked
over and over again but I still haven't received. In closing, let me give you quickly three things that have to
happen.

First of all, he said, ask and seek and you shall find. But what are we told to seek? He said, seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, then all these things shall be added unto you. He said, don't focus
on your own needs, don't focus on these things.

He said, that's Gentile thing. The Gentiles ask that but he said, you're the New Jerusalem type and he
said, you just seek my kingdom. You seek my kingdom.
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Paul wrote, for the kingdom of God is not meat and drink. In other words, not physical things. But it's
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.

He said, seek my kingdom, what is his kingdom? The kingdom of God, Romans 14, 17. For the kingdom
of God is not meat and drink but the kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.
He said, if you will seek righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, the true riches that are in
Christ Jesus, you just go your way, I'll take care of all these things.

I'll take care of your kids, I'll take care of your finances. All these things, I know what you need, I'll take
care of it. I'll fix your messes, I'll do everything out there.

You just focus on what is my riches. You go after my riches, I'll take care of it. Folks, I hardly ever mention
finances.

And we need, this ministry requires millions of dollars. Not just this, but the World Childless Ministries,
millions of dollars. But I don't pray about that much anymore, hardly mention it.

Because I've seen that if I just focus on his righteousness in me, understanding it and laying hold of it and
appropriating it and seeking his peace and praying for it, believing for it and the joy of the Holy Ghost, I've
seen him move in supernatural ways like I've never seen it in my whole lifetime. It's a wonderful way to
walk. Secondly, lust in the heart hinders all prayer.

And if you have a war raging, if God has a controversy with you because of some besetting sin that has
not been forsaken, you can forget trying to obtain his riches or appropriate anything. Scripture said you
have not because you ask not, and when you do ask, you don't receive it because you ask amiss or in
error that you may consume it upon your own lust. He's talking about a believer who has a lust problem
raging in his heart.

And he goes to the Lord and says, Oh God, I want peace, I want your joy. And they don't get it because he
won't give it to a heart that is unrepentant. He won't give it to a heart.

Now I'm telling you, if you have a sin in your life, you have a raging battle. The Bible said there's a battle
inside, the conscience is at war, and you're at war with a sin, there's no peace. You're afraid of exposure.

Folks, those who live in sin live in terror. There's a terror to it. And then there are many people, though,
like the Scripture says in the Old Testament, the man says, I have peace, though I walk in the
stubbornness of my own heart.

That's a false peace. If you want the peace that passes all understanding, if you really want the true riches
of God, you will come to Jesus and say, Lord, I don't want this sin in my life. And I'll tell you, you'll find all
the mercy and grace that you ever need.

The Lord is there. You pray the Holy Ghost come and through the power of the Holy Ghost give you
dominion, that he will mortify everything in the flesh that is unlike Jesus, so that you can clear the deck, so
that you can come to the house of God with a conscience void of offense toward God and toward man.
And then you lay hold of the riches of God.

There'll be peace like a river. Oh, there's such peace that the Lord has in store for you if you'll just lay your
sin down and come to the Holy Ghost for power. Finally, nothing can be appropriated without faith.
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Would you go in closing to James, the first chapter of James. If you get to Hebrews, go one more chapter
and one more book. Right after Hebrews for our new converts.

James, the first chapter. We're going to close in just a minute. Starting in verse 5. If any of you lack
wisdom, chapter 1 of James, verse 5. If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not that it shall be given him.

But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the
wind and tossed. But let not that man think that he shall receive, what? Anything from the Lord.

Absolutely nothing can be received without faith that is unwavering. That means that every question has
been settled. I've gone to the Word of God.

I see it. I accept it. There are no ifs, ands, and buts.

That is mine. I lay hold of it in Jesus' name. And I'll wait patiently until it happens in my life.

And folks, the peace of God doesn't come like a thunderbolt. The joy of the Holy Ghost doesn't. Well,
sometimes it can hit you like a thunderbolt.

But these things just automatically begin to express themselves in our lives. You just wake up one day and
say, I've got peace. I have peace.

And though you may not be. Folks, I'm not talking about doing a jitterbug and saying, Hey, I've got joy. I
see a lot of people dancing are miserable.

It's the heart. The heart dances. There's something there that says, All is well with my soul.

And there is a joy because you know God's taken everything out of your hands. And he's got everything
under control. You don't have to worry about anything.

Glory be to God. But ask in faith. Last scripture.

And I want you to stand. Get Romans 4. Turn to Romans 4 and then stand up, please. Verse 20, 22.

Speaking of Abraham. He staggered not at the promise of God through one belief. But was what? Strong
in faith, giving glory to God.

Folks, just believe and praise him until it happens. And being fully persuaded that what he had promised
he was able also to perform. Therefore, it was imputed or given him credit is what it is.

The credit was given to him for righteousness. Therefore, it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now, it
was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him.

But for us also to whom it shall be imputed if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead. Who was delivered for our offenses and were raised again for our justifications. Look at me now.

God said, look, that was not written just for Abraham that he believed. And God counted that as
righteousness. He said, this is for you and it's for me.

It boils down to this in closing. It all boils down to this. Nothing is ever received from God.
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Nothing can be appropriated. Nothing can come from his storehouse into my body, into my life without
faith. Absolute confidence that what God said he would do, he will accomplish.

I'm convinced of that. I can't convince you that's the work of the Holy Spirit. Faith comes by hearing the
word of God.

But you have to hear it by the moving and the power of the Holy Spirit. Ask the Holy Spirit now to make it
real. Where you say, Lord Jesus.

I'm not asking you to say anything. Excuse me. I want you deeply in your heart to say, I want everything,
Lord, that you promised me.

Some of you ought to be so sick and tired of being on the outside just looking in. I'm sick and tired. I don't
want that.

I don't want it. I said, Lord, I'd rather not preach. I'd rather not do anything in Christian work if I had to live
that way.

I don't want to live that way. Now, you don't see me jumping up and down. But I'll tell you now.

There's a peace in my soul. And my heart is dancing because I enjoy unmerited forgiveness and love. And
so do you.

If you and I got what we deserve, we'd be in hell now. We would be out drunk or divorced and messed up
and everything else if we got what we deserve. But unmerited love in God.

Folks, that's just the beginning. That's the earnest of our inheritance. God wants to pour out the blessing of
heaven and everything that is in Christ.

Lay hold of it now with me. Father, thank you for your word. Lord, we need a people that are going to
press in.

And so I've lived long enough outside looking in. I want the feast. I want a feast.

I want the music. I want to hear it in my heart. I want the joy.

Lord, some of us have run to this altar a hundred times. And go right back to our seat and back to the field
as the elder son. And still look in from outside.

Lord, bring them in. Bring them in by faith now. And say, I will not give up.

I'll lay hold of God. I will seek him now until that peace and joy. And the Holy Ghost and that unmerited
righteousness of Christ is mine by faith.

So I don't have to believe that God's mad at me. God's not mad at anybody here. God, you're not mad at
any of us.

You're rejoicing over your children. Even those who are struggling, you rejoice over them this morning.
Hallelujah.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 11

If you've been on the outside lacking the joy and the peace of God. You're Christian, you're faithful, you're
obedient. But you don't have that joy and peace.

Even if you come a hundred times, we'll let you come one more. In the annex, just step forward between
the screens. Please don't block the screen, but just go between the screens if you will.

I want to pray for you. And hear the man up in the balcony. Go to the stairs on either side and come down
any aisle.

If you're honest and say, Brother Dave, I want that peace. I've got to have joy in my heart and I want the
Holy Ghost joy and I want peace in my heart. I've been struggling long enough.

I've been robbed and I don't want the devil to rob me of my joy. Another moment. I want that joy of the
Lord and I want the peace of God.

If you're not right with God, if you're backslidden, you don't know Jesus, come with these that are coming.
Nobody will know who you are. You come and just join this.

The Lord knows your heart. Upstairs and all through this house. As they sing, come.

Oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, in the annex. Those of you have stepped forward. Those here in the main
auditorium, they've come forward.

I have no further deep revelation or anything else. I have no special message for you other than this
simple one. If you will accept his love now, that's what it's going to take.

Your Father loves you. The Heavenly Father loves you even in your struggle. You wouldn't be here now if
you didn't have that hunger to get on the inside.

I'm sure most of you are here saying, Pastor Dave, that's me. I've been outside long enough. I carry this, I
carry like a cloud of gloom over me.

I carry a disappointment in my heart. I carry a fear and guilt and always condemn, never thinking I can
please God. You know what I'm talking about.

You've been through that. And the Lord wants you to have that peace now. You can have that peace now.

What did he say? Ask and you shall receive. Ask. But he said ask in faith.

First of all, let's clear the ground of all sin. Pray this prayer with me right now. Jesus, cleanse me.

Purge me of all sin. Remove all iniquity from my life. By the power of the Holy Spirit and the sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus.

Cover my sins. Forgive me. I've repented.

Now Lord Jesus, because I've repented. And because my sins are under the blood. I come boldly now to
your throne.

And I ask you for your righteousness. The righteousness of Jesus. I ask you for peace.
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And I ask you for joy in the Holy Ghost. That's the kingdom of God. You said if I ask and seek that
kingdom.

All these other things will be added. Lord I know you'll take care of my life. My family.

My work. Everything about me. You'll take care of.

I'm going to seek you. Raise your hands. Pray this prayer.

Jesus. Now by faith. I ask you for peace.

And joy. And a feast. I want to feast with you.

You said you're knocking at the door. Of my heart. And you said if I let you in.

You would sup with me. You would feast with me. Lord come to the feast.

And bring me into the feast. Give me joy. And peace.

And righteousness. Thank him now with your own words. Thank you Jesus.

Thank you Jesus. Thank you Lord. Thank you Jesus.

Hallelujah.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/fnNZRxVRyb8.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/david-wilkerson/outside-looking-in-part-1/
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