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Prayer in Troubled Times
by David Wilkerson

The church is called to take drastic action, pleading in prayer and petitioning for God's mercy, even in the
darkest of times.

Scripture: Joel 1:15, Joel 2:12
Topics: "Prayer", "Repentance”

Description

David Wilkerson emphasizes the power of prayer during troubled times, urging the church not to remain
passive but to take decisive spiritual action against the adversary. He draws parallels to the prophet Joel's
warnings of impending darkness and God's call for repentance, highlighting that even in dire
circumstances, God invites His people to return to Him with sincerity and fervor. Wilkerson reassures that
God is gracious and merciful, ready to respond to the heartfelt prayers of His people, even when the world
seems lost in fear and despair.

Transcript

In perilous time like these, is the church powerless to do anything? Are we to sit and wait for Christ to
return? Or, are we called to take drastic action of some kind? When all around us the world is trembling,
with men's hearts failing them for fear, are we called to take up spiritual weapons and do battle with the
adversary?

The prophet Joel saw a similar day approaching Israel, one of "thick darkness and gloom." According to
Joel, the day of darkness that was approaching Israel would be one such as never seen in their history.
The prophet cried, "Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is at hand, and as a destruction from Almighty
shall it come" (Joel 1:15).

What was Joel's counsel to Israel in that dark hour? He brought this word: "Therefore...saith the Lord. Turn
ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping and with mourning; and rend your
heart and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and
leave a blessing behind him...?" (Joel 2:12-14).

As | read this passage, | am most struck by two words: "Even now." As gross darkness fell over Israel,
God appealed to his people: "Even now, at the hour of my vengeance--when you've pushed me out of
your society, when mercy seems impossible, when humankind has mocked my warnings, when fear and
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gloom are covering the land--even now, | urge you to come back to me. | am slow to anger, and | have
been known to hold back my judgments for a season, as | did for Josiah. My people can pray and petition
for my mercy. But the world won't repent if you say there is no mercy."

Do you see God's message to us in this? As his people, we can plead in prayer and he will hear us. We
can make requests of him and know he will answer the sincere, effectual, fervent prayers of his saints.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/david-wilkerson/prayer-in-troubled-times/
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