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The New Man
by David Wilkerson

The new man lives by faith alone, trusting in Christ and God's Word, and has given up all hope of pleasing God

through self-effort.

Scripture: John 15:5, Romans 6:6, Romans 8:1, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 4:22-24, Philippians 3:3,
Colossians 3:3, Hebrews 10:38, 1 John 5:4

Topics: "Identity in Christ", "Living By Faith"

Description

David Wilkerson emphasizes that as followers of Christ, we must accept our identity as the 'new man' in
Christ, recognizing that our 'old man'--the one who tries to please God through fleshly efforts--has been
crucified and is dead. He illustrates the futility of striving to overcome sin through our own strength, which
leads to a cycle of despair and guilt. Instead, true transformation comes from faith in Christ, who is our
source of strength and righteousness. The new man lives by faith, trusting in God's Word that declares our
old self is dead and our life is now hidden with Christ. This faith allows us to embrace our new identity and
live in the freedom that comes from being in Christ.

Transcript

As followers of Christ, we are to take God at his Word and accept as true what he says we are. This
means our "old man" represents a man who still seeks to please God in the flesh. Such a man hates sin,
he doesn't want to offend God, and yet his conscience continually brings him under guilt. So he pledges to
overcome his sin problem: "I'm going to change! I'll start today to fight my besetting sin, no matter what the
cost. I want God to see how hard I am trying."

Such a man brings to the Lord much sweat and many tears. He prays and fasts to prove to God that he
has a good heart. He's able to resist sin for days at a time, and so he tells himself, "If I can go for two days,
then why not four, why not a week?" By the end of the month he feels good about himself, convinced he's
working himself free. But then his old sin surfaces, and down he goes, deep into despair. And that starts
the cycle all over again. Such a man is on a treadmill that will never end, one he can't get off.

May it never be! His man-in-flesh was crucified along with Christ, killed in the eyes of God. Indeed, Paul
tells us that the old man was pronounced dead at the cross. Jesus took that old man into the grave with
him, where he was left for dead and forgotten. Just as the prodigal's father ignored the "old man" in his
son, the Lord says of our old man, "I won't recognize or deal with such a one. There is only one man I
recognize now, one with whom I'll deal. That is my Son, Jesus, and all who are in him by faith."
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The new man is the one who has given up all hope of pleasing God by any effort of the flesh. He has died
to the old ways of the flesh. And by faith he has come to know there is only one way to please God, one
way to delight him: Christ must become all. He knows that there is but One whom the Father recognizes:
Christ and all who are in him.

This new man lives by faith alone: "The just shall live by faith." He believes God's Word so completely he
leans on nothing else. He has found his source of everything in Christ, who is all sufficient. And he
believes what God says of him: "Your old man is dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God." He may not
feel it, or comprehend it fully, but he won't argue with his loving Father's Word. He accepts it on faith,
believing the Lord is faithful to his Word.
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