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When Questions Arise
by David Wilkerson

Jesus' response to Satan's temptation teaches us to prioritize our eternal purpose over personal needs and to

depend on God in times of suffering.

Scripture: Matthew 4:2

Topics: "Dependence On God", "Temptation"

Description

David Wilkerson discusses the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness, emphasizing how the devil sought to
exploit Jesus' physical vulnerability by challenging His divine identity and purpose. The sermon highlights
the insidious nature of temptation, particularly for those who are passionate about God, as they may
question His plans during difficult times. Wilkerson points out that Satan's goal is to lead believers to act
independently of God, urging them to satisfy their own needs rather than trust in God's provision. Jesus'
response to temptation, citing Scripture, illustrates His commitment to His mission and dependence on
God's word. Ultimately, the sermon encourages believers to remain focused on their eternal purpose,
even amidst trials.

Transcript

"When he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered. And when the tempter
came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread" (Matthew
4:2-3).

At a moment when Jesus was physically vulnerable, the devil brought his first temptation.

There's no sin in being hungry. So, what's the issue here? Satan was challenging Jesus: "If you are fully
God, then you have God's power in you. And right now, you're in a very hard place. Why don't you use the
power God gave you to deliver yourself? Didn't he give you that power to see if you would use it properly?"

Here is one of the most insidious temptations facing truly godly people. Like your example, Jesus, you
have a passion for God. You've set your heart to be wholly surrendered to him. Then the Lord leads you
into a wilderness experience and after a while, questions arise. You begin to lose your bearings,
wondering about God's eternal purposes in your life. And while you try to pray and gain the victory,
Satan's temptations seem fiercer than ever.
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The enemy wants you to act independently of the Father. The devil says, "Your suffering isn't of God. You
don't have to go through this. You have God's power in you, through the Holy Ghost. Speak the word--free
yourself. Satisfy your own hunger."

Satan's first scheme was to create a power failure. He was hoping God wouldn't honor Jesus' cry for
bread, should he ask. If heaven's power failed, then Christ might doubt his divinity and turn aside from his
eternal purpose on earth. Second, Satan knew Jesus was sent to do only what the father told him. So he
aimed to convince Christ to disobey here for his own welfare. That way, if Jesus used his power now to
avoid suffering, he might do the same later to avoid the cross.

So, how did Jesus answer the devil's temptation? "It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4). Christ said, in essence, "My coming
to earth is not about my needs, hurts or physical comfort. I came to give to humankind--not to save
myself."

Even at the height of his suffering, Jesus did not lose sight of his eternal purpose. And if our Lord learned
dependence and compassion through a wilderness experience, so will we.
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