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Conquering Warriors
by Denny Kenaston

The sermon emphasizes the reality of spiritual war and the need for Christians to be conquering warriors, using

mighty spiritual weapons to tear down strongholds and set captives free.

Duration: 1:18:10

Scripture: Psalm 119:11, Matthew 6:33, Romans 12:2, 2 Corinthians 10:1, 2 Corinthians 10:4, Ephesians 4:23, Revelation
6:2

Topics: "Spiritual Warfare"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the need for Christians to be conquering warriors in the spiritual
war. He describes how many believers have become complacent and are simply waiting for the enemy to
attack. The preacher challenges young men to rise up and embrace the challenge of being a soldier for
God. He outlines the rules for this war, which include humility, brokenness, holiness, freedom from sin,
love for souls, and self-denial. The sermon also highlights the importance of unity among Christian
soldiers and the sobering reality of the spiritual battlefield.

Transcript

Hello, this is Brother Denny. Welcome to Charity Ministries. Our desire is that your life would be blessed
and changed by this message.

This message is not copyrighted and is not to be bought or sold. You are welcome to make copies for your
friends and neighbors. If you would like additional messages, please go to our website for a complete
listing at www.charityministries.org. If you would like a catalog of other sermons, please call
1-800-227-7902 or write to Charity Ministries, 400 West Main Street, Suite 1, AFPA, 17522.

These messages are offered to all without charge by the freewill offerings of God's people. A special thank
you to all who support this ministry. I don't know anything more exciting than the reality of the words of that
song.

And that's the will of God for every child of God. I hope that you can experience that in your Christian life. If
you're not already, that's nothing super special.

That's just normal. Amen? Save to serve! Thank you, Brother Elvin, for those beautiful words this morning.
You know, young people, it's the burden of our heart today as we think about you going home.
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It's the burden of our heart to give you some input that will help you in the days to come. Because it is kind
of a greenhouse around here, you know what I mean? And that's okay. God designed those special times
when His people would draw aside and draw near to Him and gather together and seek His face and do
business with God so that they can go back out into a real world.

So, I'm very grateful for my brother's words this morning. The burden of his heart unites with my heart on
Sunday after a week of Bible school. Fall down on your face and pray, young people.

Just fall down on your face and pray. That's the answer. Well, I'm scared.

There are sure a lot of you here this morning. Shall we stand before the Lord and pray? I love you, Lord.
And I lift my voice to worship you.

Oh, my soul rejoice. Take joy, my king, in what you hear. May it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear.

Yes, our God and our Father, we bow down to you. We love you this morning, Lord. What a good Father
you are to us.

Thank you for loving us. Thank you for loving me, Father. Thank you for forgiving me, God.

So many offenses against thee. Thank you for forgiving me, Lord. Oh, God, we come now to this next part
of this service and this message.

We just bring this message in each one of our hearts up before your throne again this morning, God. And
we ask you that you would minister to every one of our hearts, God. There are people sitting in this room
that are way in the back, Lord.

But you can reach somebody who is way in the back. You are not limited by any space. You are not
limited by the sound of my voice, oh God.

You are not limited by whether or not they can see my eyes, oh God. You are not limited. I pray that you
would settle down upon this place in the name and through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, I pray.

God, settle down upon every one of our hearts, Father. We ask you again, Father, that you would bind the
devil and every lying, evil spirit, Father, that would hinder the work of God in the hearts of those that are in
this room. Lord, you know.

You know who they are, oh God. You know, I pray, send your sweet words down into every one of our
hearts this morning, God, that we may receive life and strength and inspiration and direction for the days
to come. We ask it in the name of your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen. You may be seated. I'll give you a little encouragement before we get into the message.

The Lord put it on my heart as I was sitting here waiting to come up. I know that there are a few of you
young people. You're sitting here this morning.

You didn't get through yet. Issues in your heart. Maybe struggling today.

You may be wrestling with what to do. God bless every one of you. We love you this morning.
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We want to see you come through. We want to see you clear with God, blessed by God. I'd like to say
something to all the rest of you young people.

Let them alone today. Okay? They all know you care. They all know.

Don't overwhelm them with 25 encouragements or little sermons. Let's just let them to God, okay? I want
to encourage you that way. You love them, pray for them.

And trust God. God will help them. Okay? Sometimes, if you push too hard, you will chase them away.

Let God minister to them through the day and the evening. Okay? You can open your Bibles to 2
Corinthians 10. We began the week looking at spiritual war.

This message is the last, the sixth message in the series on freedom from bondage. But we began the
week looking at spiritual war. And we want to finish that way this morning.

There's still war going on. Bless God. Many of you are sitting here.

You're a bright light shining back at me as I stand up here this morning. And what a joy that is to see. But
the war is still going on.

It was a sobering glimpse on Monday. We looked behind the veil that separates the physical world from
the spiritual world. And it was a sobering glimpse to look over there and see what the battlefield looks like
sometimes.

As we gazed over the battlefield, it didn't look very good on Monday. We saw Christian soldiers fighting
with each other, picking at each other, upset at this one for the way he's holding his sword. And this one
was carrying on at this one for the way he's holding his shield.

And this one is fussing at this one for the way he's standing. And we saw Christian soldiers fighting each
other. And the enemy was laughing.

We saw many soldiers weak and defeated in the midst of a battle which was still raging. We saw many
soldiers wounded and bound by sin. And we also saw that it was not God's will that those soldiers be
laying around on the battlefield sick and wounded and weak and defeated and discouraged and powerless
and useless.

We saw that on Monday. It is my joy to come to the end of this week of Bible school and see many more
soldiers standing on their feet this morning. Amen? Many! And we rejoice in all that God has done in each
one of your hearts through the many messages that you heard.

God bless you for subjecting your heart to so many messages in one week's time. But I assure you, God
will bring it all back when you need it. He will.

We see many more soldiers standing this morning. The chains of sin and Satan are broken. Their hearts
are clear and upright.

The wounds are healed and healing. New courage beats in their breasts. And a new respect and hatred
for the enemy is in them.
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And we are glad for this. This is the picture that God gives us in His Word of a Christian soldier. One,
standing, endued with power, clothed with Christ, able to withstand the attacks when they come, able to
keep on standing after you've withstood an attack when it came, able to wrestle with the enemy and come
out on top when you're done, able to prevail against the gates of hell.

My dear young people, and all of us as God's people, it is His will that we, as the church of Jesus Christ,
be able to prevail against the gates of hell. Jesus promised when He was upon the earth, He said, I will
build My church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against the church that I build. And we have such a
beautiful example of how that works as you look through the pages of the book of Acts, the Acts of the
Apostles, or the Acts of the Holy Spirit, however you want to say that.

But we see this picture as God's picture of what a Christian soldier is supposed to be. A helmet of full
salvation on their head, a breastplate of imputed and imparted righteousness, truth abiding deep within
them, a preaching soldier that can't be moved, opening up his mouth with the gospel message to those
that are around him, a living faith which is a mighty shield against all the fiery darts of the enemy, and a
sword that is alive, that fights off the enemy and breaks the chains of others, and a soldier praying prayers
that get answered. That's the beautiful picture of a Christian soldier that we see in the Word of God.

His armor is on, he's on his feet, his heart is clear, his mind is alert, his eyes are open, his heart is bowed
before the living God, and there he stands with a sword in his hand and a shield in the other hand, and a
prayer in his heart, a prayer that gets answered. Now, when you find a soldier like that, look out. Things
are going to happen.

Things are going to happen. The title of my message this morning is Conquering Warriors. Conquering
Warriors.

That's God's will for each and every one of us as we're in this room this morning. That is the picture that I
get as I look into the New Testament. Now, if you go by what you see, when you look around you, you
may not get that picture.

But if you go by what you see in the Word of God, which is a revelation of the heart of God, which is a
revelation of God's desire for every one of His people, which is a revelation of what Jesus bought and paid
for, you get a picture of a soldier who is clear, who is strong, who is standing, who has an upright heart,
who is anointed, who is ready to go. Conquering and to conquer. Reading in 2 Corinthians 10, as we read
down from verse 1 through 6, I want you to consider this.

Because most of the time and most of us, we look at this text that I'm going to read and apply it to our own
heart and life. And that's right to do that. But, it's really not a picture of that.

Picture, as we read, a humble soldier walking through the land equipped with spiritual weapons setting the
captives free. Picture a soldier, a humble soldier, a broken soldier, yielded to God, walking through the
land with spiritual weapons setting the captives free. Chapter 10, verse 1. Now I, Paul, myself, beseech
you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am based among you, but being absent,
am bold toward you.

But I beseech you that I may not be bold when I am present with that confidence wherewith I think to be
bold against some which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. For though we, Paul, giving his
testimony, though we, Paul, walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh. For the weapons of our,
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Paul's, warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds, casting down
imaginations and every high thing that exalted itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ, and having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience
when your, Corinthians, obedience is fulfilled.

Paul is giving a testimony of his ministry in this chapter. He begins his testimony, which goes from chapter
11, chapter 10, chapter 11, and chapter 12. It is all a testimony of Paul's ministry.

And he begins his testimony of his ministry explaining the functions of spiritual warfare in the ministry of
his life, or his life ministry. Here we have an example of a conquering warrior walking through the land with
weapons. Oh, not the weapons, not carnal weapons.

Here's a man walking through the land, but he doesn't war after the flesh, though many, many, many flesh
is warring after him. But he doesn't war after the flesh. Oh, no.

He doesn't need to war after the flesh. He's got his sights clearly set, and his hands clearly gripping some
spiritual weapons, which are way more powerful than any pop-gun that anybody could have in their hand.
Here we have Paul meek, gentle, base.

Those are the words he uses. Well, that's a different kind of soldier. Surely it is.

That's not the kind that we would think of when we think of soldiers. But that's the kind of soldier that fights
in this war that we've been talking about all week. Meek, humble, base, lowly, one who is very used to
falling on their face before God in prayer again and again and again.

And Paul is a beautiful example of that to us. It is right to apply these verses as key verses for our
personal freedom, because that which sets me free will also set someone else free. But if you really get
honest with the context of the verses, Paul is not telling you what you should apply to your own heart.

He's telling you what he does in his ministry. Now, what he's doing in his ministry works for his own life
also. But there's more to this whole thing, young people, than getting back up on your feet and being clear.

There's a war going on. And there's work to be done. And that's where we find the Apostle Paul.

Paul is a man who has been set free. Paul is a man who has been freed from the strongholds which were
in his life. And we know what some of those strongholds were.

We know what some of those big towers full of lies and whole systems of theology and thought which
were absolutely wrong, those things came crumbling to the ground in the life of the Apostle Paul. But now,
Paul, as a soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is free, who is upright, who is moving forward, who has his
armor on, who has a sword in his hand, and a shield of faith in his other hand, he's moving through the
land, setting the captives free. Young people, the context here in 2 Corinthians 10 is the context of others.

It's the context of others. Notice what he says in these beautiful verses. He says, we do not war after the
flesh, in verse 3, but we do war.

We war after the spirits. You know, I ponder that a lot this week. You know, the difference between the
physical wars which take place all over the world and will be all the way to the end.
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To look at the comparison and the difference between the physical war and the spiritual war that we've
been looking at this week. How futile to pick up a gun or a sword and think you're going to be able to do
something. How futile when you begin to see the powerful weapons which God has placed in the hands of
the children of God.

Paul warred after the spirits. He mentions here that he uses mighty spiritual weapons, and we will speak
about those a little bit later. But we see a beautiful picture of a man who knows how to set the captive free.

He's in a spiritual war. He's using mighty, powerful spiritual weapons. He uses them to tear down spiritual
strongholds and to set captives free and set those captives free and bring them to the place where they
become anointed servants of God.

That was what Paul was about. That's how Paul saw this spiritual war. And that's the way that we need to
see it also.

Dear people of God, we need to see it the same way. It's not a spiritual war where we hide in our little fort
and take a shot at the enemy who comes near us. That's not what the spiritual war is all about.

The spiritual war is about the souls of men and women who are held captive by the enemy of every one of
our souls. That is what the spiritual war is all about. Remember the beautiful testimony that God brought to
us last Sunday evening here in this building? The testimony of that house church movement in China?
Think about it.

In light of these verses right here, think about them, young people. Think about those soldiers over there in
the Chinese church. And whether you realize it or not, dear young people, multitudes and multitudes of
those soldiers in that Chinese church are the same age that you are as you're sitting here today.

Think about the testimony of the house church movement in China. Humble, broken soldiers anointed with
the Holy Ghost walking through the land, releasing prisoners as they go, binding the strong man and
spoiling his goods. Think about it.

That old story about those two little ladies that went to that village. Who was the strong man around that
place? Well, they bound that strong man, that demon-possessed man who lived down at the edge of the
village. They bound that man and set him free.

And guess what they did? They spoiled 300 souls out of that village. Now that's a spiritual war! Spoiling
300 souls right out of the gates of the enemy. Hallelujah! I want to leave a challenge to us all this morning
and to you young people.

Come join an army which sheds no blood. Come engage with an enemy that you cannot see. Come fight
in a war that guarantees victory.

And you'll have the challenge of your life. Do you understand that, young people? Youth like a challenge.
I'm giving you one this morning.

You want a challenge? Come join an army that will shed no blood no matter what happens to them. Come
engage the enemy that you cannot see with these eyes. Come serve a captain that you must draw near to
to get your instructions.
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And fight in a war where there's guaranteed victory. We need to cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, according to Paul. We need to put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for
the flesh.

Amen? We need to put on the whole armor of God. These are beautiful, challenging verses to us this
morning to put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, which, by the way, is the whole armor of God. Paul broke it
down and defined it in terms of helmets and truth and faith and all that, but in reality, in simplicity, the
armor of God is to be clothed with the Lord Jesus Christ every moment of every day.

That's it. Come join an army that will shed no blood. Learn the rules.

Learn the weapons. Study the enemy and go out to war. That's my challenge to you this morning.

This is not a defensive war, young people. We want to consider that a little bit here this morning. Come, let
us reason together.

This is not a defensive war. If we are going to be in the spiritual war which God reveals in this book, and I
hope that we will, the one that I find in this book is an offensive, aggressive war. It is not a defensive one.

Now, you do some defending while you're in it, but it is an offensive war. Think about it. Imagine the utter
foolishness of a war that is defensive only.

Defensive means with a purpose of resisting attack. You know what? That may be where the church in
this land has gone wrong for the last 100 years. Here we are, hiding inside the walls, keeping our eye out
for the enemy, taking a shot at him every now and then, hiding up here, and kicking him away when he
tries to get in.

And then we just stay up here, looking out over the edge of the fortress. A defensive war is a war that is
fought for the purpose of resisting attack. But an offensive war is an aggressive movement that is on the
attack.

There's a big difference between the two of those. Imagine with me this morning, standing on the
battlefield with weapons that are guaranteed to defeat the enemy, and promises that are more sure than
heaven itself, and armor that will protect you from every onslaught of the enemy. Imagine standing on a
battlefield with all of that equipment, and there you stand doing nothing, waiting to protect yourself the next
time the enemy attacks you.

That is utter foolishness. I've got the most powerful weapons in my hand. I am utterly protected with the
armor of God.

And here I am out on the battlefield, doing nothing, just waiting. Here he comes. And you block the fiery
darts, and you wrestle to stay on your feet, and you ward him off with your sword, and he disappears, and
then there you are on the battlefield, doing nothing, and just waiting for the enemy to come and attack you
again, so you can protect yourself.

Does that make any sense? How many of you, does that make sense to you? Nobody would fight a war
like that. But I'm telling you, that's about the way it is in this land of ours. Somehow, we ran scared for so
long, we're all just hiding there in the fort, doing nothing, and waiting for the enemy to attack.
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And here he comes up against the walls, and we throw a few things down on him, and we block a few
punches, and we wrestle a bit, and we chase him away, and then we just stand up there in the fort again
and say, boy, man, whew, I made it. Praise God. I'm still on my feet.

Well, okay. But, you know, come on. What are you going to do when you're still on your feet? That's not
the war that God called us to.

I'm afraid the American church has done this over and over again. And worse yet, think of this. This is
worse yet.

To take some inflicting wounds in that battle, go to the hospital, get your wounds healed, get back out on
the battlefield, and wait for the next attack. Just get out there, wait for the next bullet, so that somebody
can drag you off to the hospital again. That doesn't make any sense at all.

And as I speak it this morning, every one of us, we know that, don't we? We know that doesn't make
sense. But we also know that that's kind of how it is, you know. That's kind of how it is.

The enemy is attacking to gain ground, destroy soldiers, and take prisoners. Why shouldn't we? That
beautiful testimony of that Chinese church is the testimony of a church that is in the aggressive stage of
the battle. Amen? No gains.

No gains for them. They are in the aggressive stage of the battle. Very interesting, you know, I gave a little
interview to those men after they shared here on Sunday evening.

And I asked them, What's the end time theology of the Chinese church? I thought this ought to be
interesting. See how they believe about the end. And here's what those two men said.

They said these words. Their end time theology is very simple. They believe the Lord Jesus Christ is
coming again and they need to be ready.

Number two, they believe if you are not actively involved in winning the souls of men, you are hindering
the Lord from coming again. And to them, it is a shame if you are not an active soldier, actively pursuing
the souls of men. That's what they believe.

That's their theology on the end times. Well, I don't know if that's exactly right theology, but I sure like the
burden that it makes in their heart for the lost souls of men around them. If they grew from one million to
one hundred million in fifty years, what will happen in the next fifty years? Come join an army that will not
shed blood.

Come fight an enemy that you cannot see. You want a challenge, young men? You want a challenge?
This is it. Young men, they like challenges.

They dream about doing adventurous things. Oh, some time ago, I think I was at the Bible school in
Colorado, and I told the young men, I said, what if I were to tell you, young men, we have two land rovers
that are parked in Germany, and we need four young men to take those two land rovers and drive them
from Germany down to the Mediterranean across the Strait of Gibraltar over onto the northern side of
Africa, and drive those things down through the desert of Sahara and all the way along the coast and over
into Ghana. How many volunteers would I have for such a challenge as that? Guess what? Every hand
went up.
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Amen, boys? You know why? They said, man, that sounds like a challenge. Out there in the Sahara
desert, all kinds of troubles and trials, and that sounds like a challenge. Count me in.

Well, listen, young men, I'm giving you a challenge. I'm giving you a challenge. This one will stretch you to
your limits.

This one will make a man of God out of you. This one will fulfill you like nothing you have ever, ever, ever
known before. I promise you, it will captivate your attention and 29 years will go by so fast you'll look back
and wonder where they went.

Learn the rules for the war. Humility. Brokenness.

Holiness. Freedom from sin. Love for souls.

Self-denial. These are the rules for this war. It's different than the fleshly war.

This is the rules for this war. Humility. Brokenness.

Holiness. Freedom from sin. Love for souls.

Self-denial. And I could make the list a bit longer, but you get the point. The rules are different.

This is a different kind of war. This is a war that you fight, though in your heart you're standing on your
feet, but in reality you're fighting it on your knees. This war gets fought on your knees.

Anybody want to fight? Learn the rules. Learn the weapons. Faith.

The Word of God. The blood of Jesus Christ. Fasting.

All prayer. The wonderful name of the Lord Jesus. These are your weapons.

And these are mighty through God, Paul says. These are mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds. These are mighty to God to set the captives free.

These are mighty to God to bind the strongmen and spoil the enemy's goods. These are your weapons.
And they are mighty and they work.

Put on your armor. Pull out your sword. Pick up that shield and attack the gates of hell.

This is one of the reasons why we send young people to Africa for six weeks. This is one of the reasons
right here. You sit down with those who have been over there.

Sit down with the ten that just returned from there. And ask them about the spiritual war. Ask them what it
was like.

Ask them how beautiful it was. Ask them how victorious it is when you're on the aggressive. Instead of just
hiding in the fort, waiting for the next bullet.

You ask them the difference between hiding in the fort and getting out there after the enemy. And they will
tell you the difference, because they know. That's one of the reasons why we send those young people to
Africa like that.
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So that for six weeks they know nothing but spiritual war. Praying, and fasting, and preaching, and
pleading, and caring for others, and watching, and being careful, and learning to walk, and keeping their
conscience clear, and all the other things which we'll say more about later in the message. They, they
learn the rules real fast when you get over there.

Isn't that right Tanner? You learn the rules real fast over there. Amen? Young men, you're going to stand
before one thousand students this evening, and something got in the way between your conscience and
your God in the middle of the day, and you're going to stand before a thousand students this evening.
What do you think that young man's going to do with that which got in the way of his conscience and God?
Well, he knows the rules, and he's going to play by the rules.

Because he has no choice, he's over there right in the middle of the whole thing. And that's why we send
them! You know the saying, and it's true, the best defense is an aggressive offense. The best defense is
an aggressive offense.

Do you know, dear people, that was one of the secrets of the Salvation Army's fast worldwide growth? And
it may be the reason why it kind of cooled off now, too. But in the early days of the Salvation Army, they
were an army, and their goal was the salvation of souls. And God did use those soldiers to storm the gates
of hell in city after city after city.

And guess what they did? They didn't go to snob knob to witness. They went to the drunks of the city to
witness. And they snatched those degraded souls right out of the hands of the enemy.

Praise God! Do it again, Lord. Do it with our young people. We know without question, as we look into the
Word of God, that that was the strategy of the early church.

The enemy was discomforted by the early church. I mean, the devils were scrambling in every direction.
When the early church took off with the armor of God on, and the unction of the Holy Ghost upon them,
with an aggressive proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the devils were squirming and running
in every direction.

And so were the authorities. They didn't know what to do with these fellows. I mean, sometimes I laugh
when I read in the book of Acts.

I get tickled inside, you know. There's Peter and John, you know. I mean, they come walking up there to
the temple.

And you know the story. Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have, I give unto thee. In the name of
Jesus Christ, rise up and walk.

And boom, this guy gets up and goes leaping and jumping and praising God. He goes into the temple. And
now here's Peter and John, you know.

And they're standing before the Sanhedrin. And the Sanhedrin has given some instruction to them. And
they ask them what they're doing.

And Peter and John told them that this man stands here whole by the name of the Holy Child Jesus. So
then they all go out into the other room and they talk a little bit. You know, and they're back there wringing
their hands.
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What are we going to do? I mean, a notable miracle was done. You know, what do you do about that? And
they're all wringing their hands back there. And I guarantee you there was a few devils wringing their
hands too.

What are we going to do? I mean, look what happened. What can you say? Amen. They've got them all
squirming.

I like that approach a whole lot better than just hiding in the fort. What do you think? Ducking bullets, huh?
I like the other approach much better. The best defense is an aggressive offense.

And the gates of hell were trembling just like the city of Jericho was. In those early days of the book of
Acts, the gates of hell were trembling just like the gates of Jericho were trembling. Ooh.

What are they going to do next? Where are they going to break loose next? What are they going to do
next? Oh, boy. How can we stop them? Oh, let's shut them up. Try to scare them, threaten them, beat
them.

Somehow we've got to stop these guys and get them to shut their mouths and stop doing all these
miracles in the name of this Jesus. But no human authority, no threat from any human authority would
stop them. They were not afraid.

And we should not be afraid either, dear brothers and sisters. We are seated together in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus. We should not be afraid.

We are accepted in the Beloved. God is our Father. Christ is our Elder Brother.

And we are accepted in the Beloved. Joy airs with Jesus Christ. We should not be afraid.

Well, if God is my Father and Christ Jesus is my Elder Brother, I reckon I'm going to be watched over real
good. What do you think? We are dead unto sin and alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Dear
people of God this morning, we are dead and our life is hid with Christ in God.

And when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory. We have all
things that pertain unto life and godliness. We need to infuse our hearts and minds with the truth of who
we are in Christ Jesus.

People of God, we need to infuse our hearts and our minds with the truth from this book, that of who we
are in Christ Jesus. This will protect us from so much personal attack from the enemy while we are busy
about the Master's business. Turn with me to Zachariah for a moment, chapter three.

I'm going to show you a picture of every one of your life experiences at least one or two times in your life.
Zachariah, chapter three. Joshua was the high priest.

Joshua was the high priest who oversaw the work of the ministry of the temple in Jerusalem when the
children of captivity came back to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. Joshua was the high priest. He'd been
in captivity all of his life.

There'd been no temple. He didn't know much what to do or how to be a high priest. And I'm sure he felt
very inadequate for the task that lie ahead of him.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 12

You ever feel that way? I do. The devil took advantage of his feelings of inadequacy here in chapter three.
We get a little glimpse behind the scenes here again, young people.

God just pulls back the veil for a moment and lets you look behind it and see. Oh, that's what's going on
behind the scenes. I see.

And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord and Satan standing at his
right hand to resist him. And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even the Lord that
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee. Is not this a bran plucked out of the fire? Hallelujah.

Anybody feel like that this morning? A bran plucked out of the fire? That's what I am. I'm a bran plucked
out of the fire. Is not this a bran plucked out of the fire? Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and
stood before the angel.

There he was. And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him saying, Take away the filthy
garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee and I will
clothe thee with chains of raiment.

Hallelujah. And I said, Let them set a fair miter upon his head. So they set a fair miter upon his head and
clothed him with garments.

And the angel of the Lord stood by. Now that is a picture of the accusations and condemnations that the
enemy flings at every one of us from time to time in our life. I'm sure you've been there before.

I'm sure you've been there where you were just sitting there in your seat and you just felt like, I'm just,
what can I do? And I don't have anything to give. And I've just been a failure. And all those things go
through your mind.

It's very interesting to me, you know. We take a couple trips to New York City every year. And it intrigues
me every year as we finally get the whole bunch on the bus or the two buses, maybe a hundred of them
going down the road, to start moving around among them and ask them this question.

How many of you were tempted to not come today because you just felt like you didn't have anything to
say? Guess how many of them felt that way and almost didn't come. Usually, it's about half. It's about half.

But the truth is, the enemy was resisting you because he didn't want you to go out there and do any
damage against his kingdom. So he whooped on you, all the accusations that he could try to figure out,
and all the failures you ever did, and the one that maybe happened two days before you got on that bus,
and he whooped it all on you and told you what use for you to go. You may as well stay home and pray.

You don't have anything to say. And you spit and sputter when you try to say it anyway. And you don't
know your Bible very well.

So you may as well stay home someday. When you grow up, you can go. He's a liar.

He's just a liar. I tell you what, there are people sitting around like that for five, six, seven, eight years, still
waiting to grow up. Guess what? You're not going to grow up until you get up and get busy for God.

That's the most maturing thing you could do, young people. Clean up. Confess up.
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Clear up. Get filled up. And go do something for God.

And you will grow, grow, grow. Arise and shine, for thy light has come. And the glory of the Lord has risen
upon thee, dear church of Jesus Christ.

Who we are in Christ Jesus is very important. We are in Christ Jesus. We are on the victory side.

Consider the battles of Canaan just a little bit here this morning. Have you ever noticed the battles in
Canaan? Have you ever studied them? As Joshua and Israel engaged the enemy in the land of Canaan,
they hardly lost any warriors. Have you ever noticed that? How many of you ever noticed that before when
you read the book of Joshua? You read it.

You go through there. When they lose warriors, it's recorded in the Bible. A.I. 36.

Most of the places where they went, when there was no sin and there was no issue between God and
Israel, no fatalities. No fatalities? None. Imagine being the enemy.

I mean, the news gets out. Oh, we don't know what to do with these guys. They don't die.

Amen. I mean, the news travels fast. You can be sure it does.

Pass the news on down to King whoever, Agag, Zion, or whoever one of those guys is, and let them know,
you guys are facing a whole lot more than you realize. These guys don't die. I mean, none, not one.

Oh, what are we going to do? They don't die. I mean, that really changes the battle strategies, doesn't it?
Now, that was put in there so that we could look at it through spiritual eyes in these days that we live in
and realize that the battle is the Lord's, and the Lord will fight for us. But we must go forth and do
something.

Now, I want to quickly say, on the physical side, we've been on the spiritual side. But on the physical side,
some of us are going to die. Some of us are going to die.

Some of us may get to die for the Lord Jesus. But that's no big deal. You go to heaven.

Right? And you get to go to heaven and be with Christ for all eternity and wear a crown, a beautiful crown.
Some of us are going to sit in prison. Mark it down.

We're going to sit in prison. I sure hope you're in the book. Someday you may not have one.

You'll have to go by what you put in here. Some of us may sit in prison. But that's no big deal.

We get to win the prisoners. Right? Soul winning. Praise God.

A captive audience. They can't get away. Some of us, they will starve you to death.

Some of us may starve to death. Well, that's no big deal. You get to fast and pray until you go to heaven.

What's wrong with that? Huh? What's wrong with fasting and praying until you go to heaven? I can't think
of a better way to prepare for eternity. What do you think? God put me on a 50 day fast and it ended in
heaven. Wow! See, we need to change our perspective.
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You know, us soft Americans, you know, oh, I don't want to have anything hard come upon me. We need
to put that out of our minds. Change our perspectives.

Well, let me close with the simple secret of victory in this war, young people. The simple secret of victory in
this war. Abide in Christ, young people.

Abide in Christ. You've been here. You're clear.

Your faces are shining. What a joy. Abide in that.

In that which God has done in your heart, abide. Walk in that which God has done in your heart. That's the
secret of this war and victory in this war.

And it's the only way you will ever be able to truly fight in this war. Any other way is sure trouble,
destruction and bondage upon you. Abide in Christ.

Abide in that which God has done in your heart this week. Be found in Him, like Paul said. Be found in
Him, vitally connected, living in vital reality.

Be found in Him, not having your own righteousness, but the righteousness which is of God by faith in
Jesus Christ. Live with a clear conscience, void of offense toward God and toward man. Live that way.

And I know you've been learning to do that this week. I know you have, because you've been living in the
real world. Even though it is a greenhouse around here, it's still a real world, isn't it? We're all here
together.

And people make mistakes. And people say things they shouldn't say. And people do things that they
shouldn't do.

And it affects you. How many of you cleared your conscience this week? Let me see your hands. Put it
down again.

How many of you, after your conscience was clear and you began to walk through the week, you found
yourself had to get on your knees and get your conscience clear again? Let me see your hands. Good!
That's all we want you to do. You leave out of here with that kind of a mentality, I guarantee you, you will
be fine.

That's what it's all about. You walk. You enjoy the Lord.

Your heart is free. Your heart is blessed. Everything is beautiful.

Heaven is open. You look where you shouldn't look. You say what you shouldn't have said.

You think a thought that you shouldn't have thought. Just get it clear. Just get it clear.

Get on your face. Go to the prayer room. Those prayer rooms, I mean.

You go down the line there, try to find one that's open. That one. Nope.

Nope. Nope. Nope.
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I mean, I walked down those things so many times, you know. Going like this. Finally, way down at the
end, you find one that's open.

Good problem. Beautiful problem. See? What's happening? There's a bunch of young people that are
learning to walk with God.

That's what's happening. And all through the day, those things were full. Because there's a group of young
people here who are learning to walk with God.

And I walked down through there rejoicing that they all had somebody in them. Bless the Lord. Young
people, that's what you need to do when you leave here.

Just like our brother Alvin said. Walk not after the dictates of the flesh, young people, but walk after the
dictates of the Spirit of God. Be renewed in the Spirit of your mind.

Day after day after day. How many of you have found your Bible getting more precious this week? Let me
see your hands. I mean, is it easier to get something out of it? Hmm? How many? Let me see your hands.

Do you know why? Because God meant for you to read the Bible with a clear, honest heart. See? And
what we designed this Bible school for was to help you to get to the place where your heart was clear so
that you could taste what we're talking about. See? That's what this Bible school is for.

And for some of you who walk with God in through the doors of this place on Sunday or Monday morning,
it's for you. It was designed to take you on the upward way. New heights I'm gaining every day.

That's what God's design was for you. That's what you've been doing all week. Continue.

Be being continually filled and controlled with the Holy Spirit, says God in Ephesians 5.18. Young people,
stay open to God. He has more issues to deal with. What God began doing this week, He will continue to
do in your life.

He has more issues that He wants to deal with in your life. And that's not a bad thing. That's good.

I think you've figured that out by now. Each time you respond to that which God is dealing with you about,
guess what? More freedom. More blessing.

More strength. A more clear eye. Just keep going, young people.

Just keep going. Yield your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God which is your
reasonable service. Walk in the light which God has given you and He will shine more light on your path.

Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. Young people, what am I saying? We just came up with
another approach, another way to tell you, dear young people, the same thing that we've already been
telling you in other Bible schools. We just came up with another way to say the same thing so that you
would grasp this, so that you will learn to walk with God, so that you can be set free from whatever is
hindering you in your Christian life and so that you can walk free and walk in that freedom in all the days to
come in your life.

That's what we've been about. 1 Peter, in closing. 1 Peter chapter 5. In 1 Peter chapter 5 and verse 8,
Peter tells us that we have an adversary.
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We have an adversary. That adversary is our enemy. That adversary is the devil.

And Peter likens the devil, our adversary, to a roaring lion. Now, because we have an adversary and he is
like a roaring lion and he is going about seeking whom he may devour. Now, that is not a little issue.

If tonight, just before we dismissed, someone got up behind this pulpit and said, I just want to make a little
announcement to you. A lion got loose from the zoo and it was last spotted in Ephrata. Please be careful
when you go home tonight.

You're all dismissed. How would you go out the door? Anybody be punching his neighbor on the way out
the door? Anybody tell him the latest joke? I know how you'd go out the door the same way I'd go out the
door. Lord.

Dear God. Oh, Father, watch over me. God.

That's how I'd go out the door. I think that's how you'd go out the door too. Maybe some of you wouldn't go
out the door if I know how much faith you have.

Maybe you'd just spend the night. You get the point? So, because of that, because that is a living reality,
dear people of God, Peter says, be sober and be vigilant. Be careful.

Be watchful. Be sober. Be vigilant about abiding in Christ and being found in Him and living with a clear
conscience, void of offense, and walking not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Be sober and be vigilant to be renewed in your mind day by day. Be sober and be vigilant to stay away
from sin and deal with it as soon as it happens. Be sober and be vigilant to be continually filled and
controlled with the Holy Spirit because you have an adversary and he is like a roaring lion and he is
looking for whom he may devour.

And if you will walk with God, the wicked one touches you not. 1 John 5 If you will walk with God, the
wicked one touches you not. God's will is for you to be a conquering warrior as you go away from this
place, young people.

It is His will that you walk in the beautiful freedom that you have found this week or that you came in here
with. It is His will that you continue to walk in the freedom that is in Christ Jesus. If you will do that, you will
be blessed.

You will be blessed. I'm telling you. It's 29 years since I gave my heart to the Lord.

What a beautiful life it has been. What an exciting life it has been. What a challenging life.

Yes, it has. It has stretched me to my limits many times. But that's good.

That's what we want. So, I just want to encourage you. Be a conquering soldier.

All the provision has been made in Jesus' name. I challenge you with that. Amen.

Amen. Praise the Lord. For His Word this morning giving us bread.

I think Brother Elvin said he wanted three loaves. I think we got three nice big loaves, didn't we? All we
can eat. We hear this morning about these battle plans, these rules of engagement.
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And I know the burden of Brother Denny's heart is the burden of all of us here in the ministry. Our heart is
that as you leave here, that you take away with you these rules of engagement, this way of living and
abiding in Christ. Not just a bunch of good ideas, but a reality in Christ.

A reality in Christ. I think it would be good this morning at this time, considering some of these things our
brother has shared, that as we have heard them in our heart and in our soul and in our spirit, as we
receive them, that we would take a few minutes on our knees in prayer and ask that you would dedicate to
God these things and that God would then sanctify your goals, your dreams. I know you have them as you
go home.

There's things you want to do. There's things you need to do. There's changes you need to make.

Isn't that right? And as you dedicate those things, once again this morning, I know God will sanctify those
things and consecrate them in your heart, in your life tomorrow and in the rest of your life. Can we do that?
Could you just kneel where you are there? Turn around in your seats. I'm just going to ask you, I know we
have a large crowd here this morning, could we just have a holy hush for a few minutes here and silently
each one just pray right where you are.

And then I'll close here in a few moments with prayer. I'm just going to give you a few moments to pray.
Our Heavenly Father and our God, we bow before You this morning in prayer.

First of all, Father, our hearts are full of praise and honor and worship. Hallelujah, Father. Glory be to Thy
name.

Thank You for Jesus. Thank You for these things, Father, which have come unto us this day. Thank You,
Father, for ministering grace to us, but also a spiritual challenge, Father.

A goal to reach for. A God to live for. And a land to conquer.

Yes, as we think about Joshua and him being commanded to go and possess the land, Father, there's
another land out there in our day, a spiritual kingdom, the kingdom of God, which You have given us to
possess. And Father, may we by faith overcome our Jerichos, our AIs, Father. May we overcome our flesh
as AI is a type of the flesh, Father.

And not be distracted by those things, but rather let our hearts burn for the things of God. And keep our
conscience clear. And do it again tomorrow, Father.

Whatever we need to do, let nothing get in our way, Father. Let nothing get in our way. Oh, dear God,
even the good things, Father.

Let nothing get in our way. We thank Thee for this week, Father. But we want to go further as we heard
again this morning.

We want to go further. We want to go with Christ, our blessed Lord. Thank You for Jesus this morning.

Thank You for this time together, Lord. Thank You for these dear young people. Oh, Father, we pray.

Oh, we pray, Father, for their lives and their hearts. Bless them. Sanctify them.
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Motivate them, Father, to do Thy will with all their heart all the days of their life. And thank You for
brooding over this service and sitting among us and giving us what we need. Thank You, Father.

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. Alright, you may be seated.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/12/SID12709.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/denny-kenaston/conquering-warriors/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 19SermonIndex.net  |  Page 19

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


