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Courtship #2
by Denny Kenaston

Denny Kenaston's sermon on courtship emphasizes the importance of understanding emotions, defining key

terms, and pursuing relationships with seriousness and integrity.

Scripture: Romans 2:8, 2 Corinthians 12:20, Galatians 5:20, Philippians 1:17, Philippians 2:3, James 3:14, James 3:16

Topics: "Selfish Ambition", "Christian Humility"

Description

The preacher delves into the meaning of 'eritheia,' which signifies self-seeking, extreme selfishness, and
rivalry, ultimately desiring to be number one at any cost. This selfish ambition is condemned in the Bible
as it leads to disobedience, wrath, and indignation, contrary to the humility and selflessness expected of a
child of God. 'Eritheia' evolved from a term for day laborer to describe unbridled, selfish ambition, often
associated with personal and party rivalry, leading to disputes and dissensions. The preacher emphasizes
the dangers of selfish ambition, which seeks personal gain at the expense of others and the truth,
highlighting its prevalence in both secular and ecclesiastical politics.

Transcript

Yesterday we ended with some very stimulating thoughts about out emotions, and I'm sure that I left you
thinking and pondering many things yesterday, or I hope that you were. I trust that you were pondering
your own life, some of the things that have gone on in your heart, some of the things that you've allowed
already, maybe some things that you were tempted to allow. But we want to continue now on that subject
of our emotions, and how important they are today.

I want to begin by defining a few terms. I have four words that I'd like to give definition to, and we'll be
referring to these words all of the way through, so I think it's important that we give them definition.

The first word it the word "court". That's where we get our word "courtship". The word "court" means this:
"Devoted attention in order to win favor". Now, we use that word "court" in many ways, but of course the
way we're using it here, today, is in the area our relationships. "Devoted attention in order to win the favor
of a young lady" is the context that we're giving it in, and that is the historical context of the word
"courtship". If you trace it back, that is the way that is was used.

Alright, the next word we want to look at in definition is the word "flirt". I'll just give the words in the
dictionary, they are very revealing. I had to think as I was studying this word "flirt". I don't think any of the
young people are going to want to do this anymore, or want to have anything to do with the word "flirt". It
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means, "To court triflingly," and courtship is a very serious thing. It means "to express emotions of love
without serious intent". It means, "to play at love". It means, "to toy with love". Those are very interesting
definitions, aren't they? And that's exactly what it is! Young people who flirt, they make a game out of one
of the most serious relationships of life. They make a game out of it. They turn it into a toy; they think it is
something that they can play with. (I.E.) "Let's see how this happens, and let's see what this is, and let's
see how this feels, and let's see how she reacts to this". They are making a game out of the most serious
relationship of their life. I don't think you want to do any flirting.

Alright, the next word is the word "defraud". That's a Bible word. It means "to over reach", "to go beyond",
"to lead someone on and then back out,". That definition is used mostly in the business world. You defraud
somebody when you lead them in something, and then you just back out. You defraud them. I have a little
computer dictionary that I carry abound in my briefcase because it's small. I'll give you the word-for-word
definition out of this little dictionary. Listen to this one well. "To deceive or trick a person into giving up a
valuable possession,"... like their emotions. And I know that we have a clear standard here about giving up
the valuable possession of our virginity, but when you get outside of the walls and the context of what is
happening in this room right here, and the standards that are risen in our hearts, you get out there in the
midst of the world in what is called "the Christian world" out there. There are young men who are deceiving
and tricking young ladies into giving up the most valuable possession that they own: their virginity, and it's
called "defrauding". And I guess that is the clearest sense of the word as we will see it in it's context there
in 1st Thessalonians Chapter 4 a little bit later. It means "to stir up desires that cannot be lawfully fulfilled".
I believe that's brother Gothard's definition. That's a very good one. "To stir up desires that cannot be
lawfully fulfilled" is to defraud. It's like taking a piece of cake and ice cream, and holding it out there, and
stirring up the desire, and creating the desire to want it, and the taking it back and putting it away: "You
cannot have it".

Alright, the next word we want to look at is the word "dating". And some of these words are just modern
American words, but we have to look at our definitions so we can decide whether we like these words or
not, and whether we want to use these words, and whether we want to enter in what these words mean.
"Dating" is "a temporary romantic relationship". It happens all the time in the world. Some that are sitting in
this room know what I'm talking about. It gets pretty close to what whole area of "flirting". (I.E.) "I want to
see what love is all about. I want to play with it for a while, so I'm going to enter into temporary romantic
relationships". And I know that in this room, we don't have much of a problem with that. That's freely done
in the world as they get together, but in God's people, this is often done in a more of a secret way. The
young people, they often have temporary romantic relationships, also, but they do it a little bit more
secretly because they know it's allowed to be done like the world does it. They do it through thoughts, little
looks, notes, little talks, long stares across the room, sparkling eyes, that's how they do it. They ride in the
same car when the young people are going to a certain place, they just "end up" in the same car, and I
could expound on that one quite a bit today, but I think you know what I'm talking about. Often he young
people say, "Oh, we're not dating", or maybe if the pastor comes an says to the parents, "What's going on
here?", they say, "Oh, they're not dating. They're not dating". Well, we have to question that.

A few scriptures that we could like to look at in it's introduction here, and we're still just making
introduction. I know it probably doesn't sound like introduction, but remember that I started in the middle
from yesterday.

A few scriptures here, Matthew Chapter 5, as relating to this matter of Godly courtship, and all that
surrounds it. You don't need to turn to these, I'm just going to read them to you quickly. "Blessed are the
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pure in heart".

Second one is in 1st Timothy 5:12 where it says, "Young men, treat the younger women as sisters, with all
purity". Now, what that means to me is, "Young men, you treat all of these sisters over here, except the
one that you feel like God would have you to court and marry, just like you do your sister.

2nd Timothy Chapter 2, verse 22 says, "Flee also youthful lusts". Stay away from them. There are lusts
which the youth are tended to that as you grow older, you're not so tended to them. God says in His word
admonishing you to flee those youthful lusts. That means as we have so clearly have heard this week
already, you stay away from them. Don't you get near them.

Roman Chapter 13 says these words, "Make not provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof".

And then one last word, I believe it's in Timothy, it says that "All that nameth the name of Jesus depart
from iniquity", and that word "iniquity" means, "Something that's good that has been perverted". That's
iniquity. Something that is good, something that is right, something is natural, something that God wants,
[that is] perverted, and all twisted up. That's iniquity, and God wants' us to depart from it.

As I ponder the truths and the principles that are being shared here, I thought, "You know, we are treading
on new ground". As I studied material for these messages, I pulled a couple of books, Christian books, on
this matter of courtship, and I was appalled at what a generation or two of Christians have been taught
concerning this matter, and after I've began to look and see what the Christian people have been taught,
it's no surprise to me that immorality is running rampant among the Churches, and that the divorce rate is
just about as high in the Church as it is in the world. We are treading on new ground. There are a couple
of men in this country that are raising up the standard of it, of a right standard, and we praise God for that.
The Mennonite people have held some of what we are talking about for many years, but nothing near like
what we are saying here these couple of days. To tell a young person to hold he reins of their emotions in
check is new ground. But I may say that it's not new ground to us here, it's something that we understand.
And I'm sure that there will be some that they listen to this tape, and when they hear those kinds of words
they will shut it off and say, "That guy is crazy!".

Turn to 1st Thessalonians Chapter 4, now. I really enjoyed studying 1st Thessalonians Chapter 4, verse 1
through 8, and I look forward to digging deeper in it, but there's one thing I'd like you to notice before we
read these eight verses that the word "defraud" is found in this portion of scripture, and I'd also like you to
notice that it is nestled in there in the middle of words like "fornication", "lust of concupiscence" which is
the lust of passion, and "uncleanness". This word "defraud" is nestled in there in the middle of these other
words, and I don't believe that God put it n there out of context. God has it in context. And the reason why I
believe God has it in context is this: If you don't get a hold of this matter of the defrauding, and you play
around with this, the other things are going to happen: fornication, the lust of passion which is out of
control, and uncleanness. Reading from 1st Thessalonians 4, verse 1, "Furthermore, we beseech you,
brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus that as you have received from us how you ought to walk and
to please God, so ye would abound more and more". What a beautiful request that Paul had for them. He
wanted them to about more and more in the things that he had already taught them. "For ye know what
commandments by the Lord Jesus, of this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should
abstain from fornication, that ever one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and
honor. Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God, that no man," (actually,
that word "man" is in italics) "...that no one man or woman go beyond and defraud his brother in any
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matter, because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified, for
God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. He, therefore, that despiseth the thing that I'm
talking about, despiseth not man but God who hath also given unto us His Holy Spirit," and we'll stop
reading there. Now that's an awesome portion of scripture if you get in there and dig a little bit.

As we get down to the hard issue of emotions, we all have to recognize that emotions that are allowed to
get out of control end in fornication, the lust of passions, and uncleanness. We know that. And I'd like to
put a diagram up here on the board (I guess we have a pen here yet that works). It's a simple diagram,
we've just got to put two little stick people up here since I'm such a great artist. We'll put the man over
here, and on the other side of the board, we'll put the woman. Here we have a young man and a young
lady, and it looks like he's a little out of size, doesn't he [laughs]?

Ok. Now, we have a young man, and we have a young lady. I'll put a couple of arrow here pointing to the
center of the board. Here we have a young lady and a young man, and let's just go through it in the right
way, first. This young man and this young lady go through all of the proper means of discerning God's will,
which we'll be speaking about tomorrow, and they get a clearing from heir authorities and from God that
they should pursue a marriage relationship together, and at that point, something begins to spark in each
one of their hearts, and it's called the emotion of love. And I believe that it's not until you get to that place
where all of it's clear, and dad said was ok, and mom things it's ok, and those who are godly who love me
think it's ok, and she thinks it's ok, and he thinks it's ok, where all of the sudden it sparks. And I'll just put a
little heart up above the heads to represent that. This spark begins to work inside the heart, and it's called
the emotion of love. At that point, a bonding begins to take place between these two people, and they
begin to move towards each other. Their hearts begin to move, and I'll just put some little lined on here like
a graph. They begin to move toward each other, not necessarily that they walk towards each other, right
now they're walking next to each other, but in their emotions, in their heart, in their affections, they begin to
move toward each other as the young man begins to win the heart, or "court", the young lady. Their
emotions begin to move together, and it continues to move, and it gets closer, and closer. And the closer
that it gets to the center, the more intense it is. In fact, those of us who know it by experience, it's very
powerful. You only have to watch a couple courting, and it's only about a month before it's time for them to
get married, and sit them down and say, "We think you're seeing too much of each other", and you'll find
out how real fast how powerful this emotion is. I've seen the sweetest young people, who were always
under authority, start chafing on that one, and the reason for it is because the emotions have gotten so
strong, and they are coming together so powerfully, that it really goes hard to hear somebody say, "You
two are being together too much. You need to slow it down until marriage". They don't want to hear that.
But we who know this by experience know that it is the best thing that they need right now. But they don't
understand that.

So here we go with these emotions, and they continue to move together, and I believe that they are
supposed to be consummated in marriage, and in the marriage bed. What a thrill to me as a pastor,
having had the opportunity to marry several couples, and having watched them go through this whole
process, and yet holding themselves, because they knew, because they were instructed by their parents,
that they need to hold themselves. Even though they are heading to the marriage altar that they need to
hold these emotions some and not just let them go. But what a joy on that wedding day to see them sitting
there behind that table of honor at a reception, where now their harts have been totally released to each
other. That's what makes the wedding so exiting. That's why everybody wants to come to them. It's to see
the consummation of this emotional relationship coming together.
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Now, what I've described up here to you and diagramed is a universal principal know by everyone who
has entered into the relationship of a husband and a wife. There's only one problem: you people have not.
So, you may not understand it like we do, we know it by experience, all you can do is go by what we say,
but I would really encourage you to listen to us. We know what we're talking about.

The problem comes in when this whole process is allowed to take place either too fast in courtship, or
before the relationship has been cleared by all of the proper authorities. You see, this is a universal
principal with any young man and any young lady, you take them from different backgrounds, you can
make one of them a married man who works at an office somewhere and a secretary. And if they do too
much of allowing hearts to move together, it will mess itself up, and the man (the husband) or the woman
will say, "what have I done?". This is what happened: Those emotions began to move together and they
were not stopped. It was an unlawful relationship, but they were not stopped, and they just kept moving,
and moving, and it almost seems like there's a magnet in the middle there, Brother Phillip, that's pulling it
together. And it's natural, and it's God's plan, and it's the way God made you, but it must be done in a
lawful way and at the proper time. Then it's very beautiful.

Here's several applications that I'd like to make in this matter of defrauding, and we'll be referring back to
this diagram some more as we go through these lessons. Here's a few applications of defrauding. A young
lady can stir up desires, that she cannot lawfully fulfill in a young man, by the way she dresses. That is an
application of defrauding. [If] you dress yourself in such a way, in a sensuous way, you carry with you or
about you a sensuous spirit, (and young ladies do, some of them, because of the sensuality in their own
heart) it comes out! That whole picture there becomes an area of defrauding to young men, and to men,
because God made a man to be stirred by that which he sees, and if you as a young lady unwisely dress
yourself in such a way that draws the eyes of the young men your way, maybe at the feet, maybe at the
legs, maybe at your face, maybe at your body by the dress that you wear, you are defrauding. You are
stirring up a desire in that young man or in men that you cannot lawfully fulfill, and in most cases with
young ladies of the caliber of the ones in this room, you're stirring up desires in them that you would never
dream of ever wanting to fulfill! But I think that sometimes the young ladies do it innocently, they don't
realize it. This is an area of defrauding.

Young men, it also applies to you, though not in the same magnitude as it does to the young ladies. But
you guys know how to dress, and you know what draws the attention of the young ladies. You know that.
You know those tight fitting pants and that tight shirt that makes those muscles show up real nice, and
short sleeves so that when you reach for something at the table the muscle shows out there pretty good.
You guys know what you're doing, you know what I'm talking about. That's defrauding a young lady. You
take your shirt, and you decide you're not going to wear a t-shirt, and you leave your shirt unbuttoned, and
your hair is showing up here in the front. That's defrauding! That's defrauding to a young lady! I tell you,
I'm serious. You know what I'm talking about. You do those things, and you know you do them. You're not
dumb, be we aren't either. We came that way before you.

Alright, another one. Another application of defrauding. You can be a flirt. You can play at love. You can
draw out a person's emotions with no serious intent just for fun. When you do that, you are defrauding.
You are drawing out that person, but you have no serious intent at all. Who knows what the motives are?
Man's heart is filled withal kinds of different motives. Maybe you'd just like to see what she does when you
wink at her. Maybe you'd like to see what he does when you sparkle your eyes at him and say, "you're
really special to me". I'm not sure what the motives are, but the point is, if you draw out a person's
emotions, and their affections, your way, without a serious intent, you're defrauding them.
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Number three: You can lead someone on in a romantic relationship, and then back out of it. That happens
pretty often, mostly with young men who don't act wisely, without much careful prayer, without seeking a
lot of council, [and] think that they're in love, and they think that they've found the one. And they move in
on their own to build a relationship, and the let it happen for a while, and the realize, "Eh, ahh, I'm not sure
this is right. I don't know if I really like this girl", and then they back out of the whole thing. And then what
they do when they back out of the relationship is that they defraud the young lady, and they tear the
emotions of her heart. This is defrauding. And remember, the law is love, and that's not love. It's one of the
most unloving things that you could do, and I'm sure that from time to time it happens also the other way
around, with the young lady to the young man, but usually it's the young man who initiates those things
and then backs out of it, but not always.

You can defraud in your courtship, by speeding up this emotional process of bonding. You can defraud
one another by doing that. By touches, hugs, just a little goodnight kiss on the cheek, by spending too
much time together, by spending too much time together telling each other how much you really love each
other. You can speed up this process, and it requires the wisdom to know how fast that process should go,
and that's why you desperately in your courtship relationship need some wise council watching over you,
because you can speed up the process. And if you get to this place three months before it's time for you to
be married, you are going to have some desperate problems to work through. But even if it doesn't fail in
immorality, still you are defrauding one another, you are stirring up desires you cannot lawfully fulfill yet,
and it's defrauding.

And I tell you, it is the defrauding that Paul is talking about here in 1st Thessalonians. He's saying God
wants you to be sanctified, He wants every area of your life to be sanctified, and he wants this area of
moral purity, ad this area of your relationship, and the area of marriage, and the area of coming together in
marriage. He wants it to be sanctified. So you can defraud by speeding up he process of the emotional
bonding, and making it happen too fast. And I won't say anything more about touching because I want to
get into that much clearer tomorrow. You can defraud in courtship by using your new emotional powers to
force the other, the young lady, or the young man, to compromise, and do things that they didn't want to
do, and do things that you agreed that you wouldn't do. But as the relationship gets closer and closer
together, oft time a young man realizes the power that he has over this young lady, because he trusted
him, and she released her heart to him, and now he's got a new power in his hands. And young men
foolishly use that power, and force that young lady to do things that she didn't want to do, and he thinks,
"Oh... it'll be alright", but that young lady carries the wounds of that defrauding into their marriage
relationship, and that young man pays for his wonderful liberties that he took for years.

Hear ye, hear ye, young people, this is the defrauding that Paul is talking about here in 1st Thessalonians.

And the last one, you can defraud by flirting with, and stirring the emotions of another man's wife, or
another woman's husband. Let me explain what I mean by that. I guess that could be a seventh point, but
the way that I stated that, we know that that is unlawful. But I would like to apply that to you young people
in this room. Let's just look at a church context. We have a young lady, [and] we have a young man in a
church fellowship, and they very foolishly begin to enter into a relationship on their own. They think they
know what's best. They know what everyone else thinks, but they're going to move into this relationship
anyway, and they begin to build a relationship, and the one draws the other, and they begin moving
together. And maybe after two months of that they realize, "This is wrong. This isn't right!", or maybe they
realize, "W-well, I-I don't even get along with this girl!", and they break the whole thing off, and then two
year later another man in the congregation senses that God is leading him to take this young lady over
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here to be his wife. Well, what a sad thing, what an unloving thing [that] some other man in the
congregation already dipped his finger into the joys and the delights of this young lady's heart! I tell you,
you're defrauding your brother. That's worthy to consider, isn't it?

Young ladies, and young men, as we think, "Oh, I think I'll just play a little bit at this thing called love,"
watch out! Would you like somebody to play with your wife!? Of course not! Therefore, whatsoever ye
would that that other brother do unto your wife before you marry her, do ye also unto his wife before he
marries her. The law is love. This happens. It happens a lot. It makes for uncomfortable relationships. You
know, soon then you all find your partners, and you get married, and sometimes you stay in the same
church, and it's always there. You know, that relationship you had over there with that other fella over
there, but now he's married, and he has children, and maybe you come in to a time of struggle in your
marriage (and you will have some struggles in your marriage), and maybe you begin to question, "Does he
love me?", and you start thinking about that other fella. It doesn't come out right. I am convinced,
thoroughly convinced, that the only way to eliminate all of these hurts is to say, "hold those emotions, and
save them for that special one that God has ordained to be your life partner". I am thoroughly convinced of
that. Even though some may think, "that guy is crazy! He's asking us to do something that's impossible!",
don't believe that I am.

Now, what is a result of this? Each one of these relationships, each one of these defraudings, it causes
this to start happening, this process up here on the board. An emotional bonding begins to take place, and
an emotional bonding is no little thing. It's the bonding of emotions, so here you've got a couple that they
begin to move together and their emotions begin to bond, and all of the sudden they decide, "This isn't
right!", and they brake that thing up, and what happens is that they tear the bonding of their emotions, and
when you tear emotion, it leaves a sore, and the sore heals, but the scar is still there. You do that three or
four times before you get married, and then yes, then finally, through all of the struggles, through all the
stumbling, you get married, but you bring all of those scars with you. And now it's time, now you have your
Adam, now your have your Eve, oh isn't this wonderful. And you want to give yourself to them, but these
scars are there, you know what I'm saying? It's like touching a hot stove, you know. You touch that stove
and it left an indelible impression upon you. Don't touch hot stoves where there is that subconscious
awareness in your heart that when you open yourself up into a relationship [that], "rip!", something gets
hurt on the inside so you don't open yourself up to the one that you should open yourself up to completely.
And all the married ones said "amen". And you bring these hurts, and these scars into this beautiful
marriage that's supposed to be Adam finding his Eve, and Eve finding her Adam, and you can't trust them,
and you can't give yourself to them, and you cannot open yourself up to them, and be vulnerable to them,
and they sense something's wrong, but they don't know what it is, and it's deep down in your heart, and
you're not sure you want to talk about it, and you don't want to talk about it, and he got hurt by the way that
you pushed him away, and he doesn't even know what he did, and I tell you, the list of troubles are
endless. And then they ring the telephone of the marriage counselor, and say, "We need some help to
work through all of this". And the marriage counselor sits them down, and he starts digging, and he digs
right back to these things in order to try to heal the relationship.

How many of you young people are following me? Let me see your hands. Is it making sense? Good.
Praise God.

Do you see the seriousness of all of these things?
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How foolish it is to pair off "boyfriend-girlfriend", notes, "so-and-so likes so-and-so", "Did you hear? I think
Suzy likes Johnny!", and all of that stuff. I tell you, you do that stuff, [and] you'll have no idea what you are
doing. You have no idea. You think you are playing with a toy, but you're paying with the most important
relationship of your entire lifetime. You don't know what you're doing! You young girls, you get together,
you go over to some other girl's house, and you sit around for a couple of hours where it's upstairs in the
room where no body else is, because you'd never talk that way in front of mom and dad. "Well, what do
you think of Johnny?", "Oh, I think he's cute. I gave him a note," and all of that nonsense! And you think,
"Oh, well, it's just, you know, innocent fun. The young people are just having innocent fun. Let them learn
a little bit, let them get a little experience". Yeah, sure, let them ruin their lives! Let them destroy their
marriages! Send them to the marriage counselors, go ahead. I tell you, you're playing with fire, and you
don't realize it.

How foolish for a young lady to flirt with a boy, and try to draw him, you know? A lot of times, young ladies
fall into this temptation. They think, "I'm the young lady, and I can't go get a boy, it's out of biblical order,
it's not proper, and everyone around here would be absolutely appalled if I went and chased after a boy.
How do I know of I'm going to get a husband?", and instead of trusting God, you fill your heart with fears
and doubts, and all of that. So what you do, you think, "Well, I'll just to a little extra work here on my own".
And when you are about fifteen or sixteen years old, you start to put your bid in on a young man, and you
flirt with him, and you flash your eyes at him, and you're at a youth meeting, and he's on the other side of
the room, and you're just looking at him, and he looks at you. And he looks a while and you look, and you
smile, and you twinkle at him, and you think, "We'll, I'm just doing a little homework, here, and this thing
will all work out. When I get about twenty, twenty one years old, then I'll have the husband that I need".
You fool. You're being very foolish. You don't know what you're doing. You think you know what you're
doing, but you don't.

Let's look just a little bit here in closing, today, at the Old Testament principle of betrothal. That's a Bible
word. I think in the Old Testament, it's "betrothed", in the New Testament, it's "espoused". We want to look
at the Old Testament principle of betrothal. It was the Hebrew process of marriage. The word "betroth"
means, "an agreement or promise to marry". God gave some specific direction to Israel concerning the
agreement with marriage. He gave them some clear directions. If you will remember the relationship there
between Mary and Joseph, they're in the New Testament in the book of Mathew and I think also in the
book of Luke that it says, "There was a virgin named Mary, who was espouse to a husband whose name
was Joseph". That is the Old Testament Hebrew process of marriage. A few things we want to look at
about the betrothal, and these are clear principles that God laid out to his people. He said, "Once you
made this agreement, it cannot be changed, except for uncleanness". In the Old Testament, if a young
man and a young lady were betrothed, it was marriage. They weren't together yet, but it was marriage. It
was considered marriage in the heart of God, and it was considered marriage by everyone else. You
couldn't get out of that relationship except one way. If uncleanness was found during the period of
betrothal and the period of the consummation of marriage, then you could break off that betrothal. Other
than that, you could not break it off. The closest thing we have to it here today is the engagement, but
that's gotten pretty weak, a lot of people break their engagements, and tear the heart of the other one into
pieces.

Point number two God said, "This betrothal, if you are going to break it, it can only be broken by divorce.
You must give her a divorce. If uncleanness is found there, you must give her a divorce," just like it was a
marriage, because it was a marriage.
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Point number three: Once you made the agreement of marriage, you are married, even though you have a
time of preparation. A young lady will go back to her home, and prepare for her marriage, the young man
would go back to his home, and prepare a house for his bride, and there was a long period of time, I could
have been six months, I believe most of the time it was about a year. But for that whole year, they were
married. You can look it up in the scriptures, and we're not going to look at all of the verses here fore the
sake of time, but you can just get a concordance and look up the word "betrothed", and you look up the
verses yourself. God referred to the young lady as a wife in one of the scriptures there in Mathew or Luke,
I'm not sure which one it is. It was the angel talking to Joseph, "Fear not, Joseph, to take Mary...", how
does it go? "...to take Mary thy wife,". So God considered the marriage already a marriage even though
they were still apart and in the stage of preparation, and in a stage of this relationship that's up here on the
board of moving together. And by the way, it was watched over very carefully. It was watched over a lot
more carefully than what many of our courtships even are. It was watched over very carefully, but it was
allowed, the hearts were allowed to move together, and the emotional bonding process to begin to take
place, but it was not allowed to begin until the betrothal was cleared.

Notice this principle also, if a young man had betrothed himself a wife, and a war broke out during that
time of betrothal, and you know how young men are, I mean, "It's time to go! Let's get going! Let's get our
swords! Let's get out there! Let's rise to the challenge!" and God's word says, no, young man, if you have
betrothed a wife, you are not allowed to go to war, lest you die in the battle and tear the heart of your
young wife out before you have married her completely.

Now, what is the purpose behind these laws or principles? As we so clearly know, God didn't just put laws
in there to make people miserable. God put those laws and principles in the Bible because He loved his
people. God put them there because He wanted to see the closest thing to a Genesis Chapter 2
relationship that you could get. He put those principles in there because he wanted those marriages to last
a lifetime. He put those principles in there because He wanted those marriages to stay together, and to
preserve a godly seat upon the earth. And He put those principles in there because He was very
concerned and jealous over the heart of a young lady. "This young lady's emotions have been released,
young men, you are not allowed to go out to war. A young lady's emotions have been released in your
direction, you may not go out to war. You may die in the war and break her heart, and I'm concerned about
her heart". And I believe that God put it there because the young men wanted to go to war. "Let's Go!":
That's the way men are, they're aggressive, they are strong, they are visionary, they are adventuresome,
they are leaders, they want to go and do what's right. And God said, "No, not this time young man, you
stay home. You have already drawn the emotions of a young lady, and I will not allow you to break her
apart, and tear those emotions into pieces,".

The law is love. In all of this that we are discussing, here, the law is love. And the opposite of that is hurts,
and wounds, and confusion, and burdens, and separated homes, and hurt children, devastated families,
and a godly testimony is ruined as a result of defying these principles that we're bringing out here today.
They are not little ones, young people. We're not just dreaming these up. We're not coming up with new
ideas. These are principles, they work of you follow them, they don't work if you don't. I wish I could stand
up here and tell you that I have fifty couples of experience behind me to tell you how it works. I don't, but I
know of about ten or twelve that have followed a lot of what we are saying right here, and they are very
happily married, and very well adjusted in their relationship. And Adam has found his Eve, and Eve has
found her Adam. May God grant the same for each one of you. In all of God's full heart, may He grant that
to each one of you.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 10

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/denny-kenaston/courtship-2/
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