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I Am Crucified With Christ
by Denny Kenaston

Denny Kenaston's sermon emphasizes the transformative power of being crucified with Christ, leading to a new

life empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Duration: 1:21:21

Scripture: Ezekiel 36:24, Romans 6:3-4, Romans 7:24 - 8:1, Colossians 2:8-10

Topics: "Crucified With Christ"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker shares his personal experience of going to a barn and reflecting on the roads
and roots in his life. He realizes that these roots are rendered powerless by the Spirit of God and the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The speaker emphasizes the importance of walking in the Spirit and living in the
reality of God's grace. He describes himself as a bond slave, bound by love, grace, and the Spirit of God.
The sermon also highlights the abundant life and fruitfulness that comes from dwelling in the land of
Canaan, which represents the spirit-filled life. The speaker concludes by urging the listeners to seek God's
face and find completeness in Christ.

Transcript

I want to give my testimony this morning as an opening. I came to the church this morning early just to
pray for Brother Gerard because he was up late and I knew that he was tired and I told him that I would. I
came here this morning, but as soon as I began to pray, God put this burden on my heart so clearly this
morning.

So I want to obey the Lord and give my testimony this morning. The title of the message is my testimony
and the title of the message is I am crucified with Christ. You know, I thought about that and I thought, my,
that's a bold thing to say, to stand up in front of a bunch of people and say those words.

Then the Lord quickly reminded me that that's what the Apostle Paul said. He was bold enough to say it
and he made that statement in the Word of God. We know that.

That's a phrase that everyone in this room knows. It's not a new phrase. He was a man of like passions,
just like me.

And Paul said, I, Paul, am crucified with Christ. I don't believe that Paul was just giving theology there. I
believe he was giving theology.
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But I believe he was also speaking reality. One only has to page through the epistles and read the things
that the man went through while he was in this earthen vessel. And we can see so clearly that he was
crucified with Christ.

God has been breaking me up for a few weeks, showing me myself, bringing me to a place of
undone-ness. And as the meetings began on Sunday, and it seems like God did begin to work Sunday
morning in our midst, I struggled in my heart with all the responsibilities and all the messages to prepare
and all the praying that needed to be done. I thought, Lord, I don't want to say anything.

I have so many needs in my own life. I just want to sit there. Pass me not, O gentle Savior.

Hear my humble cry. Call on the others, Lord, your calling. Please don't pass me by.

And somehow I just had faith in God as the week was going by that somehow he's going to help me in the
midst of all the things that I had to do this week. As I was bringing my needs and my desires and sharing
them with Brother Gerard one day, and just getting real honest with him and telling him, I'm so weary of
rising up and taking off and all kinds of things getting in the way and burdens and responsibilities and all of
this pulling me back down again. And I just poured my heart out to him.

And God was blessing my heart. And I was just enjoying the grace of God and I told him, I said, Brother,
and I just wept to him, I said, Brother, I want to live like this. I want to live like this.

I want to walk with God. I'm so weary of all of the other. I just want to live like this.

Can I live like this, Brother Gerard? Can I be a man of prayer? Can I walk in the spirit all the time? Can I?
And he began to share with me a small amount of the truths that he shared with the men here on
Wednesday afternoon. How to be cleansed and filled with the spirit. Because it was a busy week, he
shared those things and I had to be off and about my responsibilities and I sat in this session and heard
him share it in more detail to many of the men.

And it was Wednesday and I had lots of work to do and I just took it again and said, Ask me not, O gentle
Savior. Hear my humble cry. God, I'm trusting you somehow, someway.

I want to run away. I want to go and hide. I want to get under that blanket that that man got under and I
have all these things to do here.

Please, Lord, someway, somehow. So Friday morning my schedule changed and my speaking was in the
afternoon. So I stayed home.

And I slept in a little because I was so tired. When I got up, I went out to that barn. Not sure what I'm going
to do with that barn, Brother Gerard.

But I went out to that barn and I started going after these roads that Brother Gerard was talking about and
that John Bunyan wrote about in his book, The Holy War. And as I started looking at roads and all the
things in my own life, I said to the Lord, Lord, these are not roads. They're roots.

And the Lord said to me through his word, Denny, these are not roots. It's a man. It's a man.

Then he took me to Romans chapter six, if you'll turn there with me. And he didn't speak all of these
verses that I'm going to read to you to my heart because I was just out there in the barn. I didn't have a
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Bible, but I memorized these verses.

And I don't know how many times I read them, but I know it's a lot of times in my Christian life. We're going
to start reading in verse three. Know ye not, Denny, know ye not, that so many of us, as we're baptized
into Jesus Christ, we're baptized into his death.

And I believe that's a spirit baptism that is being spoken of there. Therefore, because of this spirit baptism
into his death, we are buried with him by baptism into death. That like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

What a beautiful word to our hearts this morning. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of
his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection. Knowing this, that our old man is crucified
with him.

There's that man. It's not a road. It's not roots.

It's a man. Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him. That the body of sin might be destroyed or
rendered powerless.

Just sap the power right out of it. Why? That henceforth we, God's people, should not serve sin. For he
that is dead is freed from sin.

Truly, in reality, freed from sin. Now, if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.
Knowing that Christ, being raised from the dead, dieth no more.

Death hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once. But in that he liveth, he
liveth unto God.

Likewise, in the same manner, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin. Why? Because your
old man is crucified with Christ. When we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ to the saving of our souls,
when we repented and returned to him, and we were born of the Spirit of God, we by the Spirit, we were
baptized into the death of Christ.

And we died in him. And we were raised in him. And the Lord gives the understanding what that means to
your own heart.

But verse 11, Likewise, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed, to be dead indeed unto sin, because
your old man has been crucified with Christ, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin
therefore reign in your mortal body that ye should obey it in the lust thereof. Neither yield ye your members
as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin, but yield yourselves unto God as those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

Who is this old man? Well, the Lord spoke to my heart. He said, Denny, that's you. That old man is Denny
Keniston, that old hippie, that drunk, that self-indulgent fellow, that rebel.

He said, Denny, that's you. And before the Lord, God began to define to me the body of sin. See, my body
of sin is different than your body of sin, because I live different than you live.

And the patterns in my flesh are different than the ones that are in your flesh, because we all came a
different way. God began to define to me my body of sin. He said, Denny Keniston is a hippie, and he's
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just a rebel, and he has a stubborn will.

And by faith, and I had the witness of faith by God's Spirit in my heart, I took that stubborn will, and I took it
to the cross, and I crucified it. Now, I mean I did it by faith. I had the witness of God's Spirit in my heart,
and the witness of His Word.

This thing is already done. What am I living and hanging around for? And I took it to the cross, and I left it
there by faith. Some of you remember.

A few of you brothers know. In our early morning prayer meetings, Brother Harold, right down here on my
face, God was just dealing with me. And I didn't understand all that He was doing, but He was just
breaking my heart, and He was showing me how ugly I was, and the pride of my heart.

And I prayed for years that He would let me see it deeply in my heart, and He was showing me what an
ugly person I really was. The pride. The lust.

My self-indulgent spirit. My jealous heart. Sometimes even over the other ministers, Brother Moses and
Brother Aaron.

My jealous heart. Even sometimes over my wife. My laziness.

He was showing me my cold-heartedness. How selfish I was. How many times I had failed.

I'm supposed to be a minister of the Gospel. And it was heart-wrenching. And some of the brothers know.

I couldn't hardly say anything, and I didn't understand what God was doing. Well, out there in the barn,
God brought all that back to me. He's so faithful.

Such a loving God. And I was getting a good old long look at this body of sin, to where my heart was
crying. It's wretched! It's wretched! And I found my heart just crying out and saying, Oh Lord, crucify it.

Lord, please crucify it. I don't want to live with that fellow anymore. And I was hating him.

I was just hating him. And that morning in the barn, God's Word said to my heart, Denny, I already have. I
already have, son.

What are you waiting for? I already have. I've been waiting for you to see it. To see how ugly it was.

To see what a mess it is. To see how utterly useless it is. To see how I don't need one ounce of it.

So, one by one, you know, I was not ready to reckon it so. It was already done, but I was not ready to
reckon it so, or did not see it, or did not understand it. I don't know.

But there in that barn, I saw it! By the witness of the Word, through His Spirit in my heart, I saw it! And one
by one by faith, a living faith, and with much delight, having been so sick of it all, I took every one of those
little definitions of this ugly body of sin of mine, and I put it there in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. And I put
it there by faith. And faith was alive in my heart when I did it.

And I left it there. And I just thanked God for it. And I had no great feelings, but I just had a witness in my
heart from the Lord.
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Denny, you're doing the right thing. Keep on going. And then God reminded me through the witness of His
Word again by His Spirit.

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. All things are passed away. Behold, Denny, all things are
become new.

And He showed me that there's a new Denny Keniston that emerges out of that work on the cross. Yet it's
not Denny Keniston. It's Christ! And you know, our heart goes to the words there in Galatians 2.20. And
it's almost like Paul, you know, he wasn't sure.

You know, he said, I'm crucified with Christ. Nevertheless, I live. I'm alive.

Yet, not I, but Christ lives in me. And God just brought those verses to my heart. Oh, glorious revelation.

And I said, Lord, I see it. And I acknowledge it by faith. And I said, Lord, let Him be renewed in knowledge
after the image of Him that created Him.

Then God brought me to Romans 12. And we all know that verse real well. Romans 12, verse 1. I beseech
you therefore, brethren, I beg you, I plead with you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies, a living sacrifice unto God, holy and acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service.

And I said, OK, Lord, that's right. That's next. That's next.

And with all that God had done in my heart already, I tell you it wasn't hard at all to lay everything on the
altar. To lay everything on the altar. I just looked at it all and I said, God, as a joyful love slave, I said, God,
I don't care.

Here it is. I give you my life. I give you my will.

I yield my heart to your Father. I give you my plans. I give you my ministry.

I give you my reputation. Lord, I don't care. I don't care.

I give you my wife. I give you my children. I give you my business.

Lord, here it is. And I was standing right in the middle of it and I gladly just gave it to Him. I give you my
farm.

And I was standing on it. I give you my money. I give you my rights.

I give you my all. And like a bond slave, early this morning I came over here to this door and I put my ear
on this door and I said, Lord, stick an awl through it. So I laid everything on the altar.

And it wasn't hard at all. Because of the mercies of God, it wasn't hard at all. Is it hard this morning to give
it all? So then from there, God spoke to my heart again through the witness of His word.

And He said, Denny, ask me. Ask me to fill you with my spirit. You've laid everything on the altar.

And you have the witness in your heart that I have received everything. Denny, ask me to fill you with your
spirit, with my spirit, by faith. And I fell on my knees there and I said, OK, God, would you fill me with your
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spirit? And I just cried out to God like a little boy coming to his heavenly father.

And I said, God, would you fill me with your spirit? And Father, thank you for doing it. And again, all I had
was the witness of the word of God and the spirit of God that God did what He said in His word. No
feelings, no fireworks.

And I'm not saying that maybe sometimes it is that way, but I thank God this morning that there was none
of that. Because I want my life to be established on the word of God and not on my feelings. So I said, yes,
Lord.

And I did cry out to Him and ask Him to fill me with full assurance of faith. And I thank God for it. And I got
up off my knees and I went into the house.

And I thought, well, bless God, I don't feel anything, but that doesn't matter. I went to Brother Gerard. He
was home studying and I told him what I did.

We prayed a few minutes and I left. I had responsibilities and that was it. All I had was a deep settled
peace and the witness of God's word that I did what I'm supposed to do.

Well, for two days, God showed me so clearly that all that happened in that barn happened because tests
came my way. Tests that I faced many, many times and failed over and over and over and over again.
Tests in the relationship with my wife.

Tests in relationship with my children. Tests in relationship with all the pressures of the ministry that come
upon a man who is in responsibility. And God just carried me through one after another after another.

And please understand me, I didn't put all this together until this morning as I was seeking God's face and
praying. I didn't put it all together and I realized how sweet and full and sure God had surely filled me with
His Spirit. So I want to testify this morning that I am crucified with Christ.

Nevertheless, I live. Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. For the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the
faith of the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me.

And my testimony this morning is that I am filled with the Spirit, which is just simply the normal Christian
life and experience. You may say in your heart and your mind, Brother Denny, are you talking about
sinless perfection? No. Turn to Romans chapter 8 and verse 1. You see, I believe this morning that there
are needs in my life that I don't see.

And I am trusting God by His grace that as He reveals them to me, I will take them the same place that I
took those other things. And I can leave them there. But in Romans chapter 8 and verse 1, which by the
way follows chapter 7 verse 24 and 25, O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of
this death? And Paul was so clear here.

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Verse 1, There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

You see, the law of sin and death is still here. But it's been mortified by the Spirit of the living God. It's
been rendered powerless by the Spirit of the living God in faith in the finished work of Christ.
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That principle of sin, that law of sin and death, it is rendered powerless. But it's rendered powerless by the
Spirit of God. And there's now a law over my heart and my life.

And that is the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. And having been crucified, and having been
cleansed, and having been forgiven, and having sacrificed everything, and having been filled with the
Spirit, now it is my responsibility to walk in the Spirit. And I will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.

And that's the testimony of the Word of God. And it's my responsibility before God to live in that. And if I
choose not to, if I choose to allow my conscience to get dirty, and I'm no longer walking in the reality of the
grace of God in my heart, in my life, no longer walking in the light as He is in the light, then the law of sin
and death will begin to stir itself once again.

So you see, this morning I am a bond slave. But we need to understand what kind of a slave a bond slave
is. I am bound by love.

I am bound by grace. I am bound by God's Spirit. I am bound by the love of God.

And that's not hard, because that's all I want. It is all I want. Verse 3, For what the law could not do in that
it was weak through the flesh.

God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin condemned sin in the flesh. Praise
God! Why? That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us. Who? Who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.

So you see, I am not talking about sinless perfection. I am just talking about victory and a walk with God.
Turn with me to Colossians chapter 2. In Colossians chapter 2 and reading from verse 8, Paul says these
words, Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit after the tradition of men, after
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

For in him, that is in Christ, dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are complete in him,
which is the head of all principality and power. And God just so powerfully spoke these words to my heart
this morning. He said, Denny, ye are complete in him by the witness of the Word and the witness of faith in
my heart.

Verse 11, In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands in putting off the
body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ. Now here I believe that God is saying the same
thing in a little bit different way. In Romans chapter 6, He said, You die.

In Colossians chapter 2, He says, There has been an operation that took place in your heart when you
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and were born again. The Father, the Heavenly Surgeon, He took out
His knife and He circumcised your heart. He cut out the old stony heart and He put in a new soft heart.

And that's the circumcision of Christ. And my mind went to a conversation that Brother Moses and I had
one day when we were away having meetings. And often when we were dealing with people in the council
room and we found them struggling so much in their life, we would bring them Colossians chapter 2 and
tell them, You need to circumcise that heart.

You need to ask God to go in there and cut that thing out. And we were just stumbling along the best we
could. But I remember a conversation that we had one evening after the service and we were focusing in
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on these verses.

And we realized as we were sitting there, You know, this really isn't something that we're supposed to tell
them to do if they're a child of God. It's already done. And it is.

It's already done. God just wants us to reckon it so. Agree with Him.

And not just a superficial little belief or a positive thinking about the Word of God. But I'm talking about at
the same time seeing what a mess you are. Come and by faith acknowledge that thing is all done.

It's already been cut out. It's already been thrown away by the heavenly surgeon in whom also you are
circumcised with the circumcision made without hands. Praise God! In the putting off of the body of the
sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
Him through the faith of the operation of God who hath raised Him from the dead.

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, you hath be quickened together
with Him, with Christ, having forgiven you all trespasses, blotting out the handwriting of the ordinances that
was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to the cross, and having
spoiled principalities and powers, He, Christ, made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. God
was so clearly witnessing to my heart this morning as I was going through these verses. And the witness
of God's Word and His Spirit was alive to my heart.

And I was just receiving them as I was reading them. And the Word of God was abiding in me. It was just
coming and taking its abode in my heart.

And it was alive and it was quick and it was powerful and it was strengthening and it was enlivening to my
heart and my soul. As I was walking and praying this morning, I struggled about sharing this. I began to
faint.

And just like that, God's Word came to my heart. The Spirit, Lord, I'm with You always. And the struggle
just dwindled away by the Word of God.

It just chased it right out the window. And faith rose up in my heart because the witness of God's Spirit was
there. And faith cometh by hearing.

And hearing by the Word of God. You see, the Spirit is the Word. And the Word is the Spirit.

Ephesians 5 and Colossians 3. The Word is the Spirit and the Spirit is the Word. And they are one. And
they bear witness together in our heart.

And Jesus said, the words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit and they are life. I mean they are alive.
And they are Spirit.

That's my testimony this morning. If I could speak to the congregation again, again, I'm very sorry for all
my stumbling. I'm very sorry that I have not been able to take you where God wanted you to go.

I'm very sorry. And I know that I said that just a couple of weeks ago, but I see my failures more clearly
and more deeply. So I didn't know what else to do, but just do like I do with my wife.
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And just come again and say, I really see, I see even more deeply, I even see more clearly how I have
failed you as a minister of the Gospel. I see it. And I'm sorry.

I know that I have hurt some of you. Please forgive me. Concerning my theology, I want to beg your
patience.

I have a lot of studying that I want to do, but I just wanted to share what God is doing in my heart. Maybe I
didn't say it all right this morning. I'm very open for correction at a later time.

In closing, I'd like us to turn to Ezekiel. Yet, Ezekiel chapter 36. This scripture is my profession.

Out of my heart and my belief in my heart. For with the heart, man believeth unto righteousness, and with
the mouth, confession is made unto salvation. These verses are my profession.

With my mouth of the belief of my heart this morning. Verse 24. For I will take you from among the
heathen.

And oh, God surely did do that for me. He surely took this hippie from among the heathen and gather you
out of all countries and will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle you with clean water upon
you.

And ye shall be clean. And I rejoice this morning. I'm clean.

I'm clean. And ye shall be clean from all your filthiness. All of my filthiness.

Those struggles, they're gone. From all your filthiness and from all your idols. All your other little loves.

The idols of food. The idols of drink. The idols of a house.

The idols of a business. I will free you from all of your idols. From all of your idols will I cleanse you.

That is my testimony this morning. A new heart also will I give you. And a new spirit will I put within you.

And I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh. Hallelujah. And I will give you a heart of flesh.

And I will put my spirit within you. And cause you to walk in my statutes. And ye shall keep my judgments.

And do them. That's my testimony this morning. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers.

Ah, the land. The land of Canaan. The land of the spirit-filled life.

The land of the abundant life. The land of God's abundant grace. The land of liberty.

The sweet land of fruitfulness. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers. And ye shall be my
people.

And I will be your God. This morning I am crucified with Christ. Nevertheless, I live.

Yet, not I, but Christ liveth in me. In the life that I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God
who gave Himself for me, who loved me, and gave Himself for me. That's what God did for me this week.
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Shall we all kneel together in prayer? Do we need to seek the face of God this morning? Do we need to go
to that barn? You can seek God right there on your knees. Just look at Him there. Look at that old man.

You know Him. Nobody knows Him like you know Him. Look at that fellow.

Look at that lady. Remember Him sitting there, that old proud fellow sitting on the chair? You need to take
that old man and put Him on the cross this morning by faith. You need to allow God to define Him because
He's different for you than for me.

But you know who He is and you know what He's like. Let's just do that here on our knees. You know the
roots in your life.

You know the patterns in your life. You know those areas that you just keep going back to. I tell you, it's
the old man.

We need to crucify Him. And it's already done. We just need to reckon it so and agree with God and be
sick of Him.

Just feel free to deal with God there on your knees. We've got plenty of time. We don't have any program
here this morning.

Father, I pray for these dear people. O Lord, You are the giver of faith. You are the witnesser of the Word.

O Father, I pray that You'll minister to Your people. O Lord Jesus, Chief Shepherd over the congregation,
come and minister to the sheep this morning in a way that only You can do, dear God. Minister to these
hearts, Lord, my brothers and sisters.

Take that fellow to the cross this morning. Be sick of him. Aren't you tired of dragging that body around?
Take him to the cross.

The Lord is present to make it real in your heart. But you must be willing. I'm not going to describe the
fellow.

You know who he is. Just take him there. We just delight to take this old man and put him in his place
rendered powerless by faith through grace.

Father, we thank You that the old man is crucified with Christ this morning. And O God, we also want to
reckon, O God, on the other side of this whole matter. We are in Christ.

We are a new creation, Lord. We are created in the image of Him who created us. Father, we thank You
for the new man this morning which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

And Lord, we put on the new man this morning. Father, we thank You for the provisions that have been
bought and paid for already. And we put on the new man by faith, Lord.

Oh, glory! Thank You, Father. And God, we come this morning to the altar because of the mercies of God,
because of this overwhelming salvation, God, that You've given to us, that Jesus bought and paid for. O
God, forgive us.

We have been living in poverty and we are rich. O God, forgive us. We have not been glorifying You, Lord.
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We've been living in poverty and You're a mighty God. We've been living in poverty and You have us so
great salvation. O God, forgive us.

And Lord, by faith this morning we put on the new man. We rest in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And O
God, we testify before You through Your Word.

I am crucified with Christ. Lord, it is so. Nevertheless, I live.

Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. Lord, this morning, the life which we now live, we live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself for us. O Father, we come to that altar.

Lord God, here we are. And there is an altar, dear God, and we want to make a sacrifice today. Lord,
we've been going our own way, had our own plans.

Lord, this morning we lay them on the altar. First of all, Father, we give You our very life. It is no longer
mine, for I am dead and my life is hid with Christ in God.

Lord, we give You our life. It is Thine. As those that are alive from the dead, we give You our life.

Our new life. What else can we do? Father, we give You our future. We do not know what the future holds,
but we give it to You, Lord, all of it.

Our goals, our plan, our ministry, Lord, we give it to You. O God, we don't want anything, Lord. We just
want You to go with us.

Dear Father, we men, we give You our wives. Dear God, we've been trying to make them do this and
make them do that. O God, we've just been failing at it and it doesn't work.

Lord, we just give You our wives this morning. We give them to You, Father. And we wives, Lord, we give
You our husbands.

We've been trying to change them. We've been preaching to them. We've been fussing after them.

O God, and it hasn't worked, Lord. We give them to You this morning. They're Thine, Lord.

We give You our children, Father, this morning. And as we are here on this point, You just name them
before the Lord and picture them as You name them. They are God's.

They are not Yours. You only loan them to us. Give them to God for whatever He wants.

We'll wait in silence for a moment. We bring our businesses before You this morning. O God, how they
have taken our time.

Lord, we lay them on the altar. You do with them whatever You want, dear God. We give You our farms,
our properties, our houses, our lands, our heritage, this nice little county we like to live in.

Dear God, we lay it on the altar this morning. It is Thine, O Lord. It is Thine.

Father, we give the rights of our life to You. The rights to be right. The right to have our own way.

The right to have that place. God, we give You the rights of our life. And Lord, we submit our hearts to
You.
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If You want to make us a doormat, O Lord, we just delightfully receive that life as a doormat Christian. We
give You the rights of our life, Lord. We give You our money.

God, what we have, what is in the bank, Lord, it's Yours. What we were going to buy, Lord, it's Yours.
What we were going to make this year, Lord, it's Yours.

We give it all to You, Father. Your bank account is filling up this morning, God. There are new resources in
the bank of heaven, Lord.

And while we're here kneeling before God, that's as far as I know to go. But while you're there, allow the
still small voice of God to deal with any other area that needs to go on that altar. It may be a car.

It may be your clothes. It may be a boy. It may be a girl.

I don't know. Lay it on the altar. It's a safe place to leave it on the altar of the God of heaven.

I trust Him in His presence daily. I surrender all. I surrender all to Thee, my blessed Savior.

I surrender... And now as we're before God, and the sacrifice is on the altar, and the sacrifice has been
cleansed, and the old man is dealt with by faith through the precious finished work of Jesus Christ, we
want to ask God, like little boys and girls, to give us of His Holy Spirit this morning. We're just going to
simply ask Him by faith and believe Him and thank Him that He has done it. Our Father in heaven, O God,
we come to You now at the end of this little exercise on our knees, and we've been glad to exercise
ourselves unto godliness this morning, Lord.

And Father, now we do come and we ask You by faith to give us of the Holy Spirit, for You said, how much
more shall Your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask? Lord, fill us with Your Spirit this
morning, O God. We cannot live this Christian life in any other way. We do not want to go on from here,
God, stumbling and struggling along anymore, Father.

Fill us with Your Holy Spirit, so, God, we can live out this Christian life that You want us to live. And Father,
we want to thank You through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for hearing our prayer this morning, for hearing our
prayers. O blessed Lord, we want to thank You.

And Lord, I thank You for the witness of Your Spirit and the witness of Your Word. In Jesus' name, Amen.
This morning, if the ushers will get the microphones, portable microphones.

Do we know where those portable microphones are? Ushers, I just want to encourage you to be sensitive
to the Lord. God would have you to stand and say something. We want to give you that opportunity.

Alright, Brother Roy? I believe that God is asking me to stand before you this morning and make a
confession, at least to the congregation here. I praise God for His faithfulness and doing a deeper work in
my life this week. I was moved greatly on Monday and Tuesday, especially.

And I've just bared my heart to the Lord. And I've given Him, I believe, everything. But God has so clearly
shown to me that I have wronged others as well.

God has helped me to see and understand that I've been a proud person. I've enjoyed, I've sought to be
noticed. God helped me.
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I've sinned. God has forgiven me. But God had also convicted me of my own prayerlessness too.

And I felt so keenly, as Brother Phillip shared with us men, the great responsibility that lies upon a brother
as he stands before God's people to impart His Word. And the few times that I was asked to share here,
oh, God has graciously shown me how prayerless I've been. And brothers and sisters, I feel I've wasted
your time.

And I ask your forgiveness. I also have failed in my family in being a faithful father and taking time with my
children. Oh, it was my desire to have a family, a godly family.

But God has helped me to understand that my desire was more to have a family that people could admire
more than God would be glorified. There again, it's pride. It's sin.

God has dealt with me on that. And I praise Him for His mercy. I believe that God has answered my
prayer.

I've shared with a few brothers this week, God has just helped me to be so sick of it. Sick and tired of this
kind of a life. And I purpose in my heart by God's grace and through faith in Him to be a changed man from
this day forward.

Never be the same. That is my prayer. I've been overwhelmed this week already with all the things that we
have been taught about.

I've seen so many areas in my own life where I've failed. I guess the beginning of the week, the Lord has
been speaking to me about laying my business upon the altar. That's one of my struggles.

I've done it often and often. I've picked it back up again. But I can honestly say this week that I've not
picked it up yet.

This week. But I tremble a bit as I think of going back out next week again, getting down to real life.
Realizing that Satan is going to come after us with those things again.

I'm overjoyed this morning of how that we can go through this life and we can just lay those things upon
the feet of Jesus. I can just go to Him as a daddy and take my struggles and take my trials before Him. I
had to think this week as Gerard was speaking.

He's shared a lot of his experiences and the Lord has been showing me in many areas of my life that I
have been failing. But I've also been blessed this week by the Lord telling me that I can't just go by one
man's experience and think that God is going to work exactly that way in my life. But I need to get on my
knees and let God speak to me and use me the way that He wants to use me.

Not just thinking that it's going to happen just this way. And I've been blessed with a verse here in Ezekiel
36. Verse 9. God was talking to the children of Israel here, the land of Israel.

And He was telling them here in chapter 9 and I just want to apply this to my own life and I was so blessed
with it. In verse 9 it says, For behold, I am for you and I will turn unto you and you shall be tilled and sown.
I guess God has just blessed me so much with that verse to realize that even though when I feel
overwhelmed that God is going to be there, He's on my side.
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He's for me. And later on it goes on to say that He will settle you after your old estates and will do better
unto you than at your beginnings and you shall know that I am the Lord. I guess I'm just excited this
morning even though I tremble in going back out into the face of the real life.

I want to keep my life upon the altar. I believe God has great work to do in these last days and I want to be
used of Him. And I just give my life to Him this morning.

I need to stand up and confess this morning that I have a lot of needs in my life that I haven't been honest
about and I haven't shared with the brotherhood. I've been trying to live the Christian life on my own and
keep my family on my own because I've been hurt in the past and the self-life and pride has just risen up in
my life. And I just need to confess that I need to ask your forgiveness because I have distanced myself
from this fellowship some.

And Satan has brought a lot of difficulties and some illnesses into our family and we just find every excuse
that we can at every turn to not come to church or not be a part of things. And I need to confess this
morning and ask your forgiveness for that that I've been judgmental. I've been judging the ministry.

Danny, I've been judging you and I need to ask your forgiveness. We can't trust men and we can't trust
ourselves but if we trust Christ, He will give us love. The love that we need to trust men the way that we
need to.

And I just want a deeper commitment to the congregation and the community of the church here because
my wife and I really need that. I went home Tuesday night very heavy. I couldn't even go upstairs to go to
bed.

I just went home and I fell asleep on the couch and I just felt oppressed. And I was trying to break through
to God in prayer but I just didn't seem to be able to do that. And I prayed the next day.

I just couldn't even go to work. I stayed home and I prayed that next day that God would just reveal the
needs in my life and help me pray through them. And I thank God because He has revealed some things
to me that I need to confess.

And He's breaking my heart and opening me up. And He's giving me a willingness to be committed to my
brothers and sisters in Christ again. God has been showing me that we need to be grounded and we need
to have faith.

I'm going to read out of Colossians 1 chapter 23. If ye continue in faith, grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the Gospel which ye have heard and which was preached to every creature.
And in verse 7 of chapter 2. As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord so walk ye in Him, rooted
and built up in Him and established in the faith as ye have been taught, abounding therein with
thanksgiving.

I think we need to take to heart the fact that if we are a Christian, we need to be rooted. And then we need
to be built up in Him, established in the faith as ye have been taught, and it says abounding therein with
thanksgiving. We need to be thankful to the fact that we can have faith.

And not just hope that I'm going to be okay. But we need to do more. And I was thinking of an illustration of
something that I could describe as something that's rooted and something that's not rooted.
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Sometimes there's wind storms and trees get blown over. There's some trees where the branches break
off the top but it doesn't affect the bottom of the tree because that tree is rooted. The bottom of that tree
don't move.

But there's others that it blows it over from the roots and the whole roots turn up. I'm sure some of you
have seen both. And we need to be rooted and established in the faith as ye have been taught, abounding
therein with thanksgiving.

It's not just... in other words, we stay in it with thanksgiving. Willie Holtemans, are you here? Sing by
request. I'd just like to read a couple verses.

Isaiah says, O everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters. He that hath no money, come ye, buy and
eat. Yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

Also Isaiah 44.3, For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty and floods upon the dry ground. I will pour
my spirit upon thy seed and my blessing upon thine offspring. O everyone that is thirsty in spirit, O
everyone that is weary and sad, come to the fountain, there's fullness in Jesus.

All that you're longing for, come and be glad. I will pour water on him who is thirsty. I will pour floods upon
the dry ground.

Open your heart for the gift I am bringing. While you are seeking me, I will be found. Child of thy kingdom,
be filled with the Spirit.

Nothing but fullness thy longing can be. Tis the endurement for life and for service. Thine is the promise, O
certain, so sweet.

I will pour water on him who is thirsty. I will pour floods upon the dry ground. Open your heart for the gift I
am bringing.

While you are seeking me, I will be found. Father in heaven, the source of all blessing, stir in our hearts a
great longing for thee. Give us the strength that we seek for your fullness.

Live us with longing to glorify thee. I will pour water on him who is thirsty. I will pour floods upon the dry
ground.

Open your heart for the gift I am bringing. While you are seeking me, I will be found.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/20/SID20406.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/denny-kenaston/i-am-crucified-with-christ/
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