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Rejoice With the Wife of Thy Youth
by Denny Kenaston

A loving marriage is a blessing from God, and it requires commitment, dedication, and a relationship that is

constantly interacting and building.

Duration: 1:09:36

Scripture: Proverbs 5:15-23, Ephesians 5:22, Ephesians 5:25

Topics: "Marriage"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of renewing one's commitment to building a
strong marriage. He acknowledges that over time, distractions and other responsibilities can cause
couples to lose focus on their relationship. The preacher encourages listeners to reflect on their wedding
day and the love they had for each other, reminding them of the need to rekindle that love and prioritize
their marriage. He also references Proverbs 5, emphasizing the importance of staying faithful to one's
spouse and nurturing a strong relationship for the sake of future generations.

Transcript

Well, I know that is the prayer on each one of our hearts this evening, that our homes would be all of that.
As we've already mentioned, the purpose of this couple's night is to build our homes, and specifically to
put some attention upon our own relationships as husbands and wives. And I believe we would all agree
that Ephesians chapter 5 teaches us that a loving, happy marriage brings much honor and glory to the
kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

That is the goal for our meeting here this evening, that we might learn how to nurture loving, happy
marriage relationships, that God's kingdom can be glorified through our lives. I'd like us to turn for a
reading of Scripture this evening to Proverbs chapter 5, if you would turn there with me, or if you have a
Bible, if you don't, you listen. And I'll read it to you.

Okay, reading in Proverbs chapter 5 and verse 15, the Scripture says, Drink waters out of thine own
cistern, and running waters out of thine own well. Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of
waters in the streets. Let them be only thine own, and not strangers with thee.

Let thy fountain be blessed, and rejoice with the wife of thy youth. Let her be as the loving hind, and
pleasant roe. Let her breast satisfy thee at all times, and be thou ravished always with her love.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 2

And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger?
Well, the Scripture here clearly gives us, in verse 18, some admonition about the wife of our youth. And as
I pondered this little message, I thought, what a blessing. That's all there are in this whole room.

There must be 52 men in this room that are sitting next to the wife of their youth. What a blessing that is.
There's no mixture, there's no confusion, there's no mixed up marriages in this room, but every one of us
sit with the wife of our youth.

What a blessing that is. Well, Malachi chapter 2 speaks to us also concerning the relationship that we
have with the wife of our youth. And we can tell by reading those Scriptures there in Malachi 2, that God is
very concerned with the relationship that we have with this wife of our youth.

Now, you may be here this evening and say, yes, this is the wife of my youth. We're only married a year,
we're only married two years, but it doesn't matter. As I asked around a little bit, I think the closest or the
longest marriage we have in this room would be close to 25 years, and maybe there's someone here that's
been married longer than that, but you tend to forget this is the wife of my youth when you're married 10,
15, 20, 25 years.

But God never changes His idea about it. After we're married 40, 50 years, He still sees us being married
to the wife of our youth, and He's very concerned about the relationships that we have. So, we can see by
these Scriptures in Malachi that God gives us clear Scriptural commands about staying together.

And we're going to say a little bit about that this evening, but we don't need to say a lot about it. Everyone
in this room knows that it's the will of God that we stay together, that as the years go by, we are still
together. As 10 years go by, we're still married 20 years, 30 years, 40 years, maybe 50 years.

It's still God's will that we be together. However, I do believe that it's good for us to do things on purpose to
make sure that we do stay together. Even though we have the theology right, I believe it's fitting that we do
those things which enable us to stay together, that we do things that will enhance our marriage, that will
enhance our relationship, because I'm sure that every one of us know people who are married, yet they're
not married.

They're married, they live in the same home, yet they're divorced in their heart. And I believe the reason
for that many times is because there's been no purposeful point made of building that marriage
relationship and keeping that relationship what it ought to be, the relationship with the wife of the youth.
And I had to think as I was pondering this subject, I wonder how many children that grew up in one of
those homes where there was marriage, yet a spirit of divorce all their years while they were growing up, I
wonder how many of them got a divorce.

True, mom and dad knew it was wrong to get a divorce. Mom and dad would never get a divorce. They
clearly had that in their mind that they wouldn't, but I wonder how many of their children grew up, married,
and didn't divorce.

I think that if we were to look at the statistics, we would see that it began breaking down because the
relationship was not there. Even though the couple stayed together, the relationship was not there, and
thus the true vision and spirit of the marriage was not passed on to the next generation. Now, I'd like to
read Proverbs 5 to you again, reading out of the amplified translation.
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I thought it would be a blessing for you just to listen to these words amplified and broadened out, and I did
quite a bit of study in the commentaries also, and they all agreed with the basic context that is written here
in this amplified translation. So let me read to you again, Proverbs chapter 5, starting in verse 15. Drink
waters out of your own cistern, out of a pure marriage relationship, and fresh running waters out of your
own well.

Should your offspring be dispersed abroad as water brooks in the streets, confine yourself to your own
wife. Let your children be for you alone and not the children of strangers with you. Let your fountain, the
fountain of your human life, be blessed with the rewards of fidelity and purity, and rejoice with the wife of
your youth.

Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant doe, tender, gentle, attractive. Let her bosom satisfy you at all
times, and always be transported with delight in her love. Why should you, my son, be infatuated with a
loose woman? Embrace the bosom of an outsider and go astray.

Now we can see by reading this text that it's clear that God had in mind that we have a very satisfying
relationship with the wife of our youth. We can see by reading this scripture that there's honor in having a
pure offspring, or having a family that came forth from the wife of our youth. We can also see that much
blessing will come upon our lives as we enjoy this pure relationship that comes forth only from the wife of
our youth.

We can see and hear joy. We can see the tenderness of the first love relationship. We can even see an
exciting relationship as we read words about being ravished always with her love.

These scriptures, each time I've read them, I've just praised the God of heaven that he, that yes, God
clearly described the relationship that a husband and a wife can have with each other, and use such terms
as, be thou ravished with her love always. And I just appreciate that because I believe it's supposed to be
that way. Each and every one of us, as we look back on our marriage relationship, as we look back to the
days when we were first married, we would all say, ah yes, tis true, tis true, ravished with her love,
ravished with her love.

That's exactly the way that I would describe it. I've been ravished with her love. But I believe that God
wants for His children a deep and a satisfying relationship that lasts all through the years of married life.

And that's one of the purposes for this little meeting this evening, to just allow us all to lay aside other
thoughts, other attentions, other focuses that we may have, and just put our mind and our attention on our
relationship, and to ask ourselves, how is it? How is that relationship? Is it still a ravished relationship? Is it
still an exciting one? Does the love still flow between my wife and myself, or my husband and myself? It's
good for us to have meetings like this, and just concentrate on the relationship of marriage together. I'd
like us also to notice, and I've used the term many times, but I'd like to focus in on it now, that this
marriage that is described here in Proverbs chapter 5, the key to the whole thing is relationship. It is a
relationship.

It's not just marriage. It's not just a husband and a wife coming together and living together, but it's so
much more than that. That which makes it deep, that which makes it exciting, that which makes it go on for
years and years and years and never grow old, is the fact that it is a relationship.
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And a relationship is something that is constantly interacting. A relationship is something that is constantly
being built, and truly a relationship, if it's working right, it just keeps maturing and maturing and maturing.
And that's what makes marriage such a sweet relationship.

It just keeps right on maturing and maturing. What makes it this way? Well, I thought to myself, they
started with some commitments, and I believe, for the most part, everyone in this room, your marriage did
start with some very sincere commitments that you made one to another. That relationship is a sweet
relationship because it's clear.

Now, the Scriptures here that we read talks about blessing, that the fountain or the source of your very
being will be blessed in this pure relationship. And one of the reasons for that is because it's a clear
relationship. It's a clean relationship.

It's one that is legal and open and blessed by the God of heaven because it's been entered into as holy
matrimony by one man and one woman. So therefore, God has blessed it. Well, I feel it's important this
evening that we recognize that the relationship we have, the marriage we have, is the only one that God
will bless and it's the only one that we're allowed to have.

And since those facts are so, it seems wisdom to me this evening that we become students of this
relationship called marriage, since it's the only one we're allowed to have and it's the only one that God is
going to bless and he does promise deep fountains of satisfaction that will flow out of it, it seems like it
would be wise for us to become students of this relationship called marriage, or husbands and wives. And
I think we ought to work toward the building of it. I'd like this evening, if we could just for a moment, go
back tonight to our own wedding.

You know, some of you, that's a little fresher. I see the twinkle in the eye already of a couple of couples
here as we make mention of that. But some of us, it's 18 years, it's 20 years, 22, 23 years since that day.

But think with me tonight, how easily it is when you go to a wedding, to sit there in that pew, as you see
that young couple up there committing their lives to each other before God and before witnesses, how
easily it is then to allow your memory to linger back to those days when you were married. And that's what
I'd like for us to do this evening, is just to let your mind go back 10 years, 15 years, 5 years, whatever it is,
and just remember, remember that wedding day. Remember that first love.

Do you remember how it was? I mean, it was a love that nobody could shake. It was a love that accepted.
It was a love that overlooked.

It was a love that covered. It was a love that believed. It was a love that was blind.

Wasn't it? I mean, it was so blind, people sometimes even tried to tell you about her need or his need, but
you couldn't see it for nothing. You couldn't see it. They told you and told you.

You looked and looked, but you saw nothing. Now, you know now it was there. Your eyes have been
opened.

But I'd like us this evening to go back to the mentality of that first love and just remember how that flame
did burn, and how it covered, and how it accepted, and how it believed in the other. I mean, your dreams
were out ahead of you. You believed in that mate of yours.
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You overlooked their needs. You trusted in them. You trusted in their commitment.

You trusted in their word. You were in love. Nothing else mattered.

Remember the commitments you made in light of that love that you had. Remember them. Remember
how serious they were to you.

Remember how deeply you felt them. Remember how you dreamed of the working out of those
commitments. Some of you, remember, you wrote your own vows.

It was so important to you, that commitment that you were about to make as you were going there. You
were going down this aisle, and you were going to the marriage altar, and you were going to commit your
lives to each other. It was so important to you, those commitments, that you wrote your own.

You broadened them out. The simple ones that are often used, they didn't satisfy you. You wanted a
deeper one.

You wanted a clearer one. Remember, it was that fire of love that burned in your heart that made you
stretch those commitments, and broaden them out, and make them clearer yet than what they were. Isn't
that right? Remember the workability that you expressed to each other.

Remember the openness that you had one with another. Well, God wants us to ponder those things this
evening. God wants us to actually never get away from the reality of those commitments that we made.

In fact, I believe that God would want them to be deepened. With the memory of that flame in your hearts,
I would like this evening to just lead each one of you, each one of us, to a recommitment of your lives to
each other in seven areas tonight. With the memory of that flame in your mind, I'd like to lead each one of
us into a recommitment in seven areas.

Now, there are many areas, but I think there are few that are very vital, and I think it would be very good
and healthy for us this evening if we would allow our minds to linger back to the depth that those
commitments were made at our marriage altar, and just reassure one another this evening that this is still
how I feel, and this is still what I mean, and this is still what I'm willing to do, even though it may be 15
years now since you did it. I think it would be a real blessing. There are seven areas that I'd like for us to
meditate upon here a little bit this evening.

First one is the commitment to stay together, and you may think this evening, why that one? We don't
believe in divorce around here. Why would you even make mention of such a commitment like that, the
commitment to stay together? Well, I know that we don't believe in divorce here. I know that we all agree
that it's God's will that there be one man and one woman and they stay together for all of their lives until
one or both of them dies.

However, I think we also need to come to grips with the facts of reality that we live in a society today that
where we hear about divorce every time we turn around, that has to have its effect upon even our lives. It
has to have its effects of insecurity in some of the lives of the people that are in this room. Every time you
turn around today, you're hearing about this couple or that one who split and no longer are they together.

She left him or he left her. He ran off with somebody else or she found herself a new man and went off
with him. Those things happen in this, our society that we live in, in such a strong way that 40 years ago
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they had nothing like that to face, but we have it to face.

And the facts are true that the sound of these things coming into our ears again and again and again,
bring those questions into our own mind because we'd also have to agree that we've been shocked a few
times at some of them that split up. Even people that we know that we never would have dreamed would
split up and go their own way, yet they've done it. So I think I'd like this first of all this evening to encourage
you to make a commitment one to another again this evening, that your partner can know of a surety and
hear out of your own heart in your own mouth.

My dear one, I want to assure you tonight that I'll never leave you. I'll never do it. When you were married,
the preacher preached about it, didn't he? He warned you when you were marrying that this was it.

This is all there is. There's only one boat in the ocean for you, as we've heard several times already. But
how true it is that preacher reminded you of that when you were in your youth, when you were marrying,
because he wanted you to know for sure there was no way to change the relationship.

There was no way out. There should only be a solving of the problems that you face. And the best way to
solve the problems in a marriage relationship is to begin with the fact that there is no way out of this
relationship.

And when there's no way out, and she is committed that there's no way out, and he's committed that
there's no way out, and he knows that she's not going to leave, and she knows that he's not going to
leave, that we're all committed to work through the problems of our relationship, you can solve a lot of
problems that way. Many a problem. And many a time, even in the plain circles, a wife will threaten a
husband, or a husband will threaten a wife and say, I'm leaving you.

If you don't straighten out, I'm leaving you. And oh, what a wound, what a insecure feeling it is in any
relationship, no matter how much the doctrines are straight and clear, what an insecure feeling it is to have
that thing hovering over your mind constantly. Would he? Would he really? Each time there's some
tension in the relationship, would he really? Would she do it? Would it ever happen to me? I think we can
all agree here tonight that those kind of thoughts are like cancer in any marriage relationship.

Well, I'd like this evening, by the grace of God, to just put that cancer to flight in the hearts and minds of
everyone that is in this room. And I trust that you can still make that commitment to your mate and from a
heartfelt word of promise to them, tell them, I'll never leave you. There's no other boat in the ocean for me.

I'll never leave you. I'm committed. We'll be together till death do us part, no matter how hard things get,
no matter what the trials are that come our way.

You're my wife, you're my husband, and I want you to know tonight, I'll never leave you. I think that'd be a
great blessing and a strength to every marriage in this room if you could do that. If it was worthy in the
vows at the beginning of your marriage, it's worthy of a fresh commitment here this evening.

Number two, I'd like to also lead you into a fresh commitment, one to another, to put God first in your lives.
Think with me, most of you in this room, when you married your spouse, that was one of the commitments
that assured you that it was okay to go ahead with this wedding. That commitment, that surety coming out
of the heart of your spouse that God is first in my life and I'll always keep him first, I'll love him, I'll serve
him, I'll live my life for him, I'll guide my family that way, I'll guide the children that way, whatever it is.
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That commitment was one of the guiding principles that gave most of us here the freedom to move ahead
with the marriage that we entered into. Isn't that so? We have that surety in our hearts. I'm marrying a
dedicated Christian.

I'm marrying a Christian girl who is going to put God first all the days of her life. I'm marrying a Christian
young man who's going to make God first all the days of his life. One of the greatest aids to a happy
marriage is God being first in our lives.

One of the greatest securities of a lasting marriage is just to know that God is first in our lives. One of the
greatest strength givers to a marriage is where the couple is dedicated to God. God is number one.

Listen, that'll carry you through all kinds of storms and all kinds of trials. And it may be that here in this
room this evening you wonder, is God first in her life? Is God first in his life? That should never be a
question in the hearts of Christian husbands and wives. That ought to be up there at the top.

That ought to be foremost. That ought to be clear in each one of our hearts and minds. My wife, my
husband, loves God and there's a commitment in her or his life to put God first all the days of their life.

Each has the surety that the priorities are right. You know, I pondered it a little bit earlier this afternoon.
How can you ever give the benefit of the doubt if you don't know that God is first in their life? But when you
know he loves God, she loves God, they want to go the right way, their heart is turned God's way, it
becomes pretty easy to give the benefit of the doubt, which many times we do need to give the benefit of
the doubt in a happy marriage relationship.

Actually, it's called trust, isn't it? That benefit of the doubt is called trust, which says, I trust you and I know
that you want what is right and I'm not going to judge you evilly because I know that God is first in your life.
So the second commitment that I'd like to lead each one into this evening is that commitment that we can
make one to another, to our wives, to our husbands and say, honey, I want to assure you tonight, God is
number one in my life. I want nothing but to serve God with all of my heart and I want to assure you of that
tonight so that you can have your confidence in the right place.

I think that commitment would strengthen every one of the marriages in this room if it were made again
this evening. Number three, a commitment to build the marriage. You know, when you ponder back to that
first love, that flame of your first love, remember how excited you were for marriage? Remember how you
longed for that day to come and you had those courtship days and, you know, you could see each other
and then you couldn't see each other and then you had another opportunity, but you had to restrict
yourself here and you restricted here, but you looked forward to that day when those restrictions would be
off and you could really get into building your marriage.

Do you remember? Well, this evening, I'd like to lead you into that commitment again that you can look
one to another and recommit your hearts to each other for that one purpose in mind that you will build your
marriage. You see, good marriages, they don't just happen. Good marriages happen because people are
willing to commit themselves to the building of that marriage.

Marriages that are built take time. There's an investment of time involved. There's, it takes attention.

It takes sacrifice in order for a marriage to be built and in the youth of our marriages, we were very willing
to invest the time. We were very willing to make the sacrifices that would be necessary in order to build
this marriage. That kind of a commitment, that kind of a vision, a goal needs to be renewed in our hearts
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this evening.

Maybe it's an afternoon walk, a time of sharing, but you know how it is. As the years go by, the attention of
our focus gets on other things. And you know, that which we thought would never, never happen to us, it
happens.

We thought while we'd never get our focus off of that lovely bride that we have. We thought we'd never get
our focus off of that fine man that God gave us. We thought it would never happen to us.

But the truth and the reality is, there are many voices, many voices that draw our attention. We have our
work. We have responsibilities.

We have children. We have other dreams, other goals. And it's very easy as those months turn into years
to lose that focus of attention on that very fact.

What's the news, Brother Mose? Hallelujah. Joshua David. Praise the Lord.

Aidan Murrow and Ada Kaufman, a little baby boy. Praise God. Thank the Lord.

So, we're talking about a commitment to build a marriage. And if I can just guide your thoughts here a little
bit this evening, we're talking about leading you into a heart-to-heart commitment to each other that says,
my dear wife, my dear husband, I'm willing to recommit myself to you to the building of our marriage. I've
failed.

I've let other things creep in. I've been too busy in this. I've been too busy in that.

And I'm willing this evening to recommit my heart and my focus and my attention on the building of our
marriage. It won't happen if you do not do it. Good marriages just don't fly by.

They happen because people are willing to put the time and the attention and the prayers to the building of
a relationship. That's how they happen. Fourthly, I'd like to also lead you in a commitment of acceptance
with each other.

What do I mean by that? I accept you just the way you are. I accept you just the way you said them. It's no
use.

You won't listen to reason. Or, who can ever understand a man? How can you ever understand a woman?
Those are the words. But I tell you, brothers and sisters, the heart underneath it is, ouch, that hurt.

And I'm not willing to go any further in this painful communication. So we say those other things and all
they are is smokescreens. Can we commit ourselves one to another tonight and say, my dear, I am willing
to communicate with you even if it hurts me.

So we can solve whatever our differences may be. Can you do that this evening? And number seven, I'd
like to lead you to a commitment to physical love. A commitment to physical love.

If we could go back again to that flame, that first love flame, that day at the altar, those words, maybe they
were shared with you just before your marriage. Or maybe a preacher sat you down after the wedding was
over. Or maybe your father or your mother sat you down before the wedding and they discussed this
whole matter with you.
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And I'd like to turn there, if we could, into 1 Corinthians 7, a little bit this evening. It's something that we
knew when we were married. It was clearly drawn out to us that our body was not our own.

That we were entering into a marriage relationship and from this day forward, our body is not our own. Let
us read those scriptures here. In 1 Corinthians 7, reading from verse 3, Let the husband render unto the
wife due benevolence, and likewise also the wife unto the husband.

The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband has power over her body. And likewise also the
husband hath not power of his body, but the wife has power over her body. Defraud ye not one the other,
except it be with consent, for a time that ye may give yourselves to fasting and to prayer, and come
together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incompetency.

Now in these verses, we clearly see the commitment to physical love in the marriage relationship. The
Word doesn't say a whole lot more than this on the subject, but I think it's a good place for us to start as
we're looking at our relationships this evening. That commitment to physical love.

Many, many times, the strains, the pains, the hurts, the quietness, the no communication, the no talking,
many, many times you can trace it right back to this matter of the physical relationship, the physical love
relationship of a married couple. And it shouldn't be. And the reason why the preachers always bring it out
is because they know that it's something that many times makes a problem.

But remember, remember that day, remember that fire, that commitment that you had one to another. Do
you remember? That was part of it. You were willing.

No problem. You were glad. You were delighted.

Very glad to give yourself to him. Very glad to give yourself to her. It was no problem.

Nobody had to push you. No one had to give you the commandment. You wondered why they even said it
in the beginning of your relationship there.

You probably pondered, why are they telling me this? That won't be a problem. I love my wife. I love my
husband.

It won't be a problem. But you found out, just like everyone, that other things can creep in the way, that
other things can stop that part of the relationship also. You found out, like everyone did, that when there's
a little bit of hurt in the heart here, all of a sudden you don't feel quite so much like having that physical
relationship that you thought would just be no problem for you.

But you found out, when there's a little bit of a hurt in this heart, you don't feel like having that relationship
anymore. You found out, reality was that if you have a busy day and there's a lot of other things going on,
you don't quite feel so much the same to go into a physical relationship in the evening. And then you
began to realize why God put those verses in the Word of God.

He put them in there, not for those times when the flame of love is drawing your hearts together and into a
physical relationship, but God put them there for those times when you just don't quite feel like it. That's
why they're there. A commitment to a physical love relationship with the husband and the wife.

It needs to be. It's also something that must be worked at. Now, we read here in Proverbs chapter 5, and it
seems to me, as I read the context there, that that is what God was talking about.
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He was encouraging a man not to go looking after a strange woman, but find his delight, his joy, his
excitement, his satisfaction in the wife of his youth. Be ravished with her love. Have your excitement with
her and nobody else.

And I believe with all my heart that it's the will of God that every couple, a satisfying physical love
relationship one with another. I believe that's the will of God. And I believe if you set yourself to have that,
and you're open and willing to learn, again, if you're willing to communicate one with another, and usually
that's all that's necessary if a couple can communicate with each other, you can learn to have an exciting
and a satisfying love relationship one with another.

It's the will of God. If I may say this evening, the physical relationship, my brothers and sisters, is not dirty.
It's holy.

It's holy. But many people have in their minds, I don't know, I guess some of it's upbringing. Some people
are trained that way from little up.

They're taught so much against it that they grow up thinking that it's something that's dirty, and that
mentality is in their mind, and it carries all the way through their married relationship, and it makes many a
problem. I mean, if you can just imagine, if a husband desires his wife, and the wife thinks it's dirty, and
he's just being an animal, and he just wants things for himself, that's sure not going to make for a good
relationship between a husband and a wife. It will not.

So I'd like to lead you into a commitment in this area of the physical relationship. There's a few things that
we should ponder here, and the first point is this, that in the physical relationship, there must be a giving of
yourselves. The answer is yes.

The answer is yes. The answer is yes. He ought to know it's yes, and she ought to know it's yes.

One of the keys to a physical relationship is the answer is yes. If the answer is yes or no, then immediately
it begins to make strain, and I want to qualify that. There are times when the answer ought to be clear on
either part.

If there's an emotional strain on the home, it ought to be clear. If it's a certain time of the month for the
sister, it ought to be clear. But other than that, the answer is yes.

A husband needs to know that the answer is yes. A wife needs to know that the answer is yes, which
means you don't have to ask, you don't have to wonder, you don't have to play all the games to make sure
that it's going to be okay. If the answer is yes, all of that is taken care of.

I'd like to encourage you in that area to give yourself to each other in a commitment that says, honey, the
answer is yes. You don't have to play the game to convince me. You don't have to ask a certain way.

You don't have to wonder. You don't have to put your hand on my back and wonder if I'm going to stiffen
up or not, and then you know what the answer is. But, honey, the answer is yes.

I believe that's what 1 Corinthians chapter 7 is teaching. And I assure you, if you can get to that place,
you'll have a freedom in your relationship that will be a great blessing. And you may, some of you may fear
and say, oh, if the answer was yes, what, what, what? But if the answer is yes, you might be surprised
how much sensitivity is there.
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Number two, you need to commit yourselves to meet the need of the other. In this matter of a physical
relationship, it is not what can I get out of it. If that's how you look at it, then you're probably not doing very
well.

It's not what can I get out of it, what's in it for me, but rather it is how can I meet the need of my spouse. If
a couple, a husband and a wife, can enter into the relationship with that mentality, how can I meet the
need of my spouse? If both will have that attitude, I'll tell you, you'll have a fruitful relationship with each
other. Point number three, the unselfish approach is the greatest fulfillment in a physical relationship.

The unselfish approach is the greatest fulfillment in the physical relationship. I'd like to convince you of
that this evening. If you could just ponder with me the Bible principle and we see it, we can apply it to
many other areas of our Christian life.

Why cannot we also apply it to this area of the physical relationship? He who denies himself shall be
fulfilled. She who denies herself shall be fulfilled. Does not the Bible teach that? Surely it does and we
know that it does.

Well, I'd like to encourage you this evening that this whole approach, this approach of self-denial, this
approach of not what can I get, but what can I give in this relationship is the key to a very happy and an
exciting physical relationship between a husband and a wife. What can I do for my spouse? How can I
satisfy my spouse? What can I do to bring a thrill and a joy and a blessing and an excitement to my
spouse? Just a little bit to the wives in particular here. Wives, your greatest challenge is the giving of
yourself to your husband.

That's your greatest challenge and I assure you, you'll find the greatest fulfillment when you finally learn
how to do that. To where that yes is always there and it's not just a yes. It's not just the yes of the letter of
the law, but it's the yes of the spirit of the marriage relationship.

Give yourself to your husband. Release your emotions. Learn to give yourself to your husband and
release your emotions on him.

Learn to give your love to your husband. Husbands make her emotional needs number one. That's
number one.

Not what am I going to get out of this relationship, but number one, how can I best meet the emotional
needs of my wife? There's where you need to begin. There's where your sacrificial love needs to begin in
this matter of a physical relationship. How can I meet the emotional needs of my wife? If you'll do that, if
you'll put her physical joy and her physical satisfaction first, you'll have a very fulfilling relationship with
your wife.

But if you instead, you enter into that relationship with what are you going to get out of it, I can just about
promise you, most of the time you'll have an unsatisfied wife who will only think that you just love her for
her body. Don't do it that way. Don't do it that way.

Don't take that route. Let your wife be one of those women that knows my husband loves me. He wants to
satisfy me.

He wants to minister to my needs. That's why we enter into a physical relationship. He wants to see me
satisfied.
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Let it be that way, brethren. Put her emotional needs first, put her physical joy and satisfaction second,
and put your needs last on the list. You'll be the most fulfilled of the men in this room, I guarantee you.

So this evening, I'd like to also lead you into a commitment to the physical relationship. Something along
these lines. I give you my body.

I give you my emotions. I am willing to learn and I'm willing to meet your needs in this matter of a physical
relationship. Now, I thought to myself I should recommend a book.

And I realize there are many books out today that just, they're just not very good on this subject. There's a
lot of worldliness that has creeped in among Christian circles. But I'd like to recommend a book to you for
reading in this area of learning more about your physical relationship between a husband and a wife.

Dr. Ed Wheat has a book called Intended for Pleasure, which for the most part I feel is a sound book. And
we've recommended it to a few couples in counseling. But I'd just like to encourage you this way that,
again, you make a commitment to each other that you're willing to learn.

If you're having problems in this area of the physical relationship, are you willing to learn? Are you willing
to communicate? Are you willing to share one with another? How you feel, how it is, where the problems
are, what works, what doesn't work. If you're willing to communicate, if you're willing to learn, I believe,
again, God can help you to have a satisfying relationship because it is the will of God that you have a
satisfying relationship. It's not right to go 10, 15, 20 years of your married life and not to have a satisfying
relationship between a husband and a wife.

It's not the will of God. But it's just like everything else. If you're not willing to learn, if you're not willing to
communicate, if you're not willing to face it, then it's probably going to stay just the way it is.

But if you're willing to learn, I believe you can learn. I believe if you're willing to communicate, God can
give you a satisfying relationship in the area of the physical. Seven commitments this evening that I'd like
to lead you into.

And I guess what I thought maybe we'd do this evening is just we have another song. Brother Linford and
Sister Joanne have a song that they're going to sing for us, another one that just can help us to reflect on
our marriage relationship. The commitment we made one to another.

And then I thought after they have a song for us, I thought it'd be good if we could just get down on our
knees together here. That's why I decided to stay here rather than make a circle upstairs. This way you
can be just a little bit by yourselves together there and just get on your knees.

And I'd like to lead you into a commitment in these areas one to another so that you can go home this
evening, some of you, clear with each other like maybe you haven't been for a while. You can go home
this evening, some of you, trusting and resting in one another like you haven't had for a while. That's my
desire.

So, you ponder these seven things and the commitments that need to be made. Brother Linford and Sister
Joanne, if you'd come at this time then and share that song with us. A song we all know very well, I
believe.
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A song we want to sing is As You Promise Each Other. That's a song that reflects the wedding vows which
we said as we were married. As you promise each other.

As you promise each other and the vows are sealed, may you ever be faithful to the love revealed. You
have promised to cherish, to love and to hold. May the promises keep you all your lives in fold.

You have promised each other this sacred moment to a lifetime of sharing in all you do. May the Father in
heaven smile upon you his children and bless the promise and keep you true. You have promised each
other God in heaven has heard.

Angels there have recorded every spoken word. In your heart's intention is to always be true. May the
most holy promise every day be new.

You have promised each other this sacred moment to a lifetime of sharing in all you do. May the Father in
heaven smile upon you his children and bless the promise and keep you true. They have promised each
other all their lives to share.

Yours and mine shall be blended into life so fair. You know when you see longing, what a blessing it is. He
will always be hers now.

She is always his. You have promised each other this sacred moment to a lifetime of sharing in all you do.
May the Father in heaven smile upon you his children and bless the promise and keep you true.

Thank you very much for that song. We all know that song, don't we? Most of us here, we always
appreciate it. It's a song of blessing.

What I'd like us to do this evening here, if we could just make a little altar there in our chairs together. Just
get down on our knees and turn yourself around there in your chairs and just make a little altar there in
your chairs. Why don't we just do that and bow our heads together and close our eyes.

I'll just go down through these commitments very slowly. I'm not forcing anyone here this evening. My
desire is not to push you into anything that you cannot do or do not want to do, but simply to stimulate your
hearts and your minds and maybe encourage you to do what you maybe have needed to do for a while,
but you haven't.

First of all, we spoke this evening about the commitment to stay together. We talked about divorce. We
know how many times that fear is in the hearts of couples.

I wonder if you can make that commitment to each other here this evening. Husbands, to your dear wives.
Wives, to your husbands.

I'll never leave you. I'll never leave you nor forsake you. No matter how hard the times get, I want you to
know that tonight I'll never leave you.

I'll never forsake you. You're mine and I want no other. Can you make that commitment to your spouses
here this evening? And secondly, the commitment to put God first.

I wonder if you can just turn your heart towards your spouse and just assure them this evening that God is
number one in your heart and life. You want God's will and that's all you want. Let them know that.
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They can be assured that God's will and God's ways are first in your life. Can you do that to your spouse
here this evening? Will you just pause for a moment? And thirdly, that commitment to build our marriages.
The acknowledgement that the focus has gotten off.

That other things have grabbed the attention. But that commitment this evening, one to another, to take
the time, invest the attention, make the sacrifices to build our marriages. Can you make that this evening
here together? And fourthly, that commitment of acceptance.

We know each other now, don't we? We did it rather blindly at that marriage altar, but now it could mean
so much more than it meant then. A commitment of acceptance. I accept you the way you are.

I'm not going to push you to changing anymore. I'm willing to trust you and God for the changes that need
to take place in your life. And I want you to know that I accept you.

I want to be your friend. I want to have a relationship of acceptance and love. Can you make that one
tonight? The next one, that commitment to leadership and fellowship.

That one that was so important. Can you make that commitment this evening? Husbands to your wives.
I'm willing to take my place as the leader in our home.

Forgive me for my failures. I'm willing to take my place. Shoulder the responsibilities.

Wives to your husbands. I acknowledge my failure. I'm willing to take my place.

Be the submissive one. The one who obeys. The one who follows the heart of her husband.

Can you make that commitment to your husbands and wives this evening? The commitment to
communicate. Oh, how needful. To communicate.

Can you make that commitment to each other tonight? I'm willing to talk. I'm willing to talk deeply. Even to
the place of pain and sacrifice.

I'm willing to communicate. So that our troubles and problems can be solved. Can you make that
commitment tonight? I'm willing to talk.

I'm willing to share. I'm willing to hurt. And lastly, a commitment to physical love.

Can you make that commitment this evening? Can you confess your selfishness? Your
self-centeredness? Can you clear your heart in that matter this evening? And commit yourselves one to
another. To love. To be willing.

To give yourself. To be willing to learn. In this area of physical love.

Are you willing to learn? That you might have a satisfying relationship one with another. Truly. Drinking
water out of your own sister.

Both husband and wife. Being blessed. Being ravished.

With the love of your husband. With the love of your wife. Can you make that commitment this evening?
Thank you for listening to this message.
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We trust that it has been a blessing to you. If you would like additional sermons or a catalog, please visit
our website at www.effortofministries.org. Call us toll free at 855-557-7902 or write to us at Effort of
Ministries, 400 West Main Street, Suite 1, Effort of Pennsylvania, 17522. You are welcome to copy this
message for free distribution.

This ministry is supported by your donations. May the Lord Jesus bless you.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/24/SID24688.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/denny-kenaston/rejoice-with-the-wife-of-thy-youth/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 16SermonIndex.net  |  Page 16

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


