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Revivals in the Bible and in History

by Denny Kenaston

Denny Kenaston's sermon explores the profound connection between the holiness of God and revival, urging
listeners to seek God with pure motives and remember His historical works.

Duration: 1:03:06
Scripture: Psalm 78:4, Matthew 5:3
Topics: "Biblical Revival"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher recounts a story about Duncan Campbell, a preacher who noticed a young
boy in the crowd who seemed deeply burdened for souls. The boy was asked to lead the congregation in
prayer and he referenced the fourth chapter of Revelation, expressing his awe at the power of God. The
preacher then shares how, on a bus ride home, conviction and confession swept through the young
people on board, leading to a powerful spiritual awakening. The preacher encourages the audience,
particularly young people, to seek God and not become complacent in their faith.

Transcript

Hello, this is Brother Denny. Welcome to Charity Ministries. Our desire is that your life would be blessed
and changed by this message.

This message is not copyrighted and is not to be bought or sold. You are welcome to make copies for your
friends and neighbors. If you would like additional messages, please go to our website for a complete
listing at www.charityministries.org. If you would like a catalog of other sermons, please call
1-800-227-7902 or write to Charity Ministries, 400 West Main Street, Suite 1, AFPA, 17522.

These messages are offered to all without charge by the freewill offerings of God's people. A special thank
you to all who support this ministry. God bless you young people.

How's your day? It thrills my soul to hear the testimonies of so many of you young people seeking God,
dealing with issues in your lives so soon in the week. It is a testimony of God's mysterious work among us.
Itis.

I've been in through a lot of Bible schools. I've never seen it this way, like this. But know this of a surety,
there were people fasting and praying for you long before you came, seeking God, that somehow He
would come and shower His blessings upon you and change your lives.
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| appreciated that song we were singing. It's not an easy thing for me to get up here and speak. I'm a bit
insecure by nature.

And the winds and the storms were blowing and you were singing that song. And just like Jesus got up
that day on that boat and looked out at all those winds and those waves and said, peace be still, just like
that in the middle of that song that you were singing, God just calmed the storms inside of me. And | praise
God for that.

Who is sufficient for these things? Who is sufficient? Not me. Not me. Oh, Father in heaven, we thank you,
God.

Thank you for loving us, Lord. Thank you for giving us the privilege to be here in this Bible school, God.
Thank you for saving my soul, God.

Oh, Lord, what a merciful Father you've been to me, God. Oh, Lord, we just come to you again in Jesus'
name, looking to you, looking away from ourselves and looking up unto your face. Oh, Father, hold this
boy's hand, Lord, and help him and help these young people, God.

Open their eyes, Father. Enflame them with a spiritual vision today in Jesus Christ's name. Amen.

You may be seated. Alright, this afternoon, the title of the message today is Revivals in the Bible and in
History. Revivals in the Bible and in History.

We want to look at some accounts of revival today. Some of them are in the Bible and some of them are in
the history of the New Testament church. We thank God today that there were men and women who felt
impressed by God to keep records of the things, the movings of God in their midst in days gone by.

We have those records where we can go and read today and weep. I'm so grateful for the message last
evening on the glory and the holiness of God. It precludes my message today very well.

It was interesting to me yesterday as | was driving back and forth to the meetings, | was listening to a
sermon that | preached several years ago in Bible school called The Holiness of God. It was out of Ezekiel
chapter 1 and Isaiah chapter 6 and Revelation 4 or 5 there. | don't remember which one it was.

But | was listening to that sermon just to prepare my own heart for that which | wanted to say today and
some of the things that | wanted to say today before we get into the history of revivals. But | was so
grateful that God led our brother David last evening to lay that thing out to us so clearly that we can see,
that we can get a clear vision of who God is. You see, young people, these two subjects, the holiness of
God and the glory of God, these are the two greatest motivations for revival.

Many people will read accounts of revival and they'll think, Oh my, isn't that amazing what God did. Let's
pray for revival so God can do those things in our midst. Oh, wouldn't that be nice and this would happen
and that would happen.

But let me tell you something, young people. It is not the people who pray for miracles who find revival. It's
the people who are burdened about the holiness of God, who are burdened about the glory of God.

It's when they are motivated that way and they begin to seek the face of God that God comes in revival.
It's the people who are burdened that God's name is not being represented right. When they begin to pray
with burdens like that, with motivations like that, God comes near.
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Because God is jealous about His reputation, even more so than we could be. So these two subjects, the
holiness of God and the glory of God, which was so beautifully given to us last evening, these are the
motivations for revival. These two words are intricately tied together.

In fact, I'm not sure if you can pull them apart. As | meditated again this morning, | thought to myself, you
know, the holiness of God is a description of God's manifested character. But the glory of God is that
manifested character emanating forth out of His light.

It's the glory of God shining out of Him. And the one and the other, they cannot be separated, because it is
the holiness of God that produces the glory of God, which causes men to fall flat on their face in the
presence of God. That's the way it is.

You may wonder how those cherubims can keep saying the same words over and over again, day after
day, month after month, year after year. But if you wonder how they can do it, you have not begun at all to
understand what the holiness of God is at all. You see, those are not words to those angels.

That word holy is the highest word in the vocabulary of heaven that describes what God is like. There is no
word which can better describe God than that. The angels searched all the vocabulary of heaven and
grabbed the word holy and put it out there.

And they don't say it out of root or repetition. They say it out of the overflow of their heart, as they are in
the very presence of this holy God we learned about last night. So, it's very natural for them to say those
words over and over and over again, as they are, in fact, so privileged to be in the very presence of the
living God.

| will be sharing some amazing things here today. And you may be tempted to say, let's pray for revival so
we can get these things. No, you will never see revival.

In fact, sometimes | think God waits us out, you know. We get excited and we decide we are going to seek
God for revival, but we have all kinds of other motives going on down inside of us. Sometimes we don't
even know the motivations of our own hearts, and we begin to seek God.

And one month goes by, and two months goes by, and three months goes by, and nothing happens, and
we just kind of give up and fall by the wayside. But it's the ones who keep on persevering in persistent
prayer, seeking God for the right motives, that all of a sudden God visits His people. So, we want to watch
our motivations.

It's not about us young people. It is about Him and His holiness and His glory. When we begin to seek God
for these motives, God begins to work mysteriously in the midst of His people.

That's the way it was with Isaiah. You know, if you've ever read Isaiah chapter 1 through 5, you will find
out very quickly that Isaiah was burdened about God's name. Isaiah was burdened about the condition of
the children of Israel.

Isaiah was burdened about all the sin and rampant degradation that was in the nation of Israel of his day.
He was burdened about the right things. In chapter 6, he had a personal revival.

He saw the Lord. He saw that awesome throne. And he was shattered.

That's what the word undone means. Mine eyes have seen the King, and | am undone. | am undone.
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| am shattered. Then, after he was shattered, he was cleansed. Hallelujah! And after he was cleansed, he
was given a vision of a need.

And after he was given a vision of a need, he was commissioned to go. Young people, it still works the
same today. It works the same.

Isaiah was never the same after that. All through his writings, when he referred to God, he called Him the
Holy One. Fifty-eight times in the book of Isaiah, he spoke of God.

And he put that adjective, holy, or holiness, in front of his name. You see, he had seen God in a way that
he had never seen Him before. And he couldn't speak His hame anymore without putting that adjective in
front of it.

The Holy One. The Holy One, young people. It is important to remember this pure motivation as we look at
some of the history of God in the lives of His people.

You see, it is His story, isn't it? That's what Christian history is. It's His story. It is scriptural to do what
we're doing today.

Today, God has very clearly and blessed reasons for commanding us to go back and look at history and
see what great things God did in days gone by. This is scriptural. And God delights in it because it is His
story, and He delights in His story being told over and over and over again.

In Psalm 44, in verse 1, David said these words, We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have
told us what work Thou didst in their days in the times of old. | wonder how many times I've prayed that
verse back to God in my 25 years of ministry. O God, | have heard with my ears, | have read in the annals
of history what great things You did in days gone by.

And if you continue to follow your way down through that psalm, which we do not have time to do here
today, young people, you will find out that in the midst of it, that David began the psalm reminding God,
reminding his own heart of the beautiful things that God did in the past and in the middle of the psalm he
began to ask God to do the same thing again. That's the motivation for rehearsing the history of God
among His people. Psalm 143, verse 5 and 6 says these words, again David, At a time of discouragement,
which is a good thing to do when you're a bit discouraged when you're in a hard place, David said these
words, | remember the days of old.

| meditate on all Thy works. | muse on the work of Thy hands. And what does it cause Him to do? | stretch
forth my hands unto Thee.

My soul thirsteth after Thee as a thirsty land. Records of the past, of God's work among His people make
you stretch forth out your hands and cry unto God. You see the beautiful memory of the things which God
has done begins to work in our hearts in such a way, it begins to inflame us, it helps us realize where we
are really at.

You see, if we, young people, if we are sufficient, if we think we've got it, if we think everything's alright in
my life and I'm really going great and praise God and all that, you won't move forward. You won't move
forward, young people. God has not changed.

It's still the same. Blessed are the poor in spirit. Blessed are they that mourn.
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Blessed are they which hunger and thirst after righteousness. They are the ones that shall be filled,
satisfied, filled full. That's according to the Word of God.

So it's good for us to remember the days of old. To pick up a book and look into the annals of history and
remember the days of old. Psalm 78, verse 4. Listen to this one.

This one is given to parents, but I'm just bringing the principle out here this afternoon. Psalm 78, verse 4.
We will not hide them. That's the records of God's mighty works from the past.

We will not hide the records of God's mighty works in the past from their children. Showing to the
generation to come the praises of the Lord and His strength and His wonderful works that He hath done.
Young people, that's what I'm doing today.

I'm fulfilling my responsibility to tell you, the next generation who's coming up in the church of Jesus
Christ, getting your feet on the ground, learning how to walk, deciding which way you're going to go, I'm
here to remind you of a mighty God who worked in days gone by. That's my responsibility. It takes
courage to do that, by the way, because many times we fall very short, us older ones.

So, it's not real easy to tell you how wonderful God was back there when | realized my own anemic
condition. But nevertheless, the principle in the Bible still stands. It is good for you to ponder the wonderful
works of God among His people in days gone by.

It is contagious. It has a powerful effect upon those who hear. Evan Roberts, which was one of the men
who was used in revival in Wales in 1904, listen to this record.

When he was 13 years old, he read accounts of revival of the past. From there, he determined to pray for
personal and corporate revival. He prayed for 13 years.

According to the records, he never missed a prayer meeting in 13 years in the whole locality of where he
lived. There were three or four churches within walking distance of his house that he felt were the right
kind of churches. He never missed a prayer meeting in 13 years.

Some old preacher told him one time, don't ever miss the prayer meeting. You may miss the meeting
where God shows up and visits His people. And Evan didn't want to miss that meeting because he was
burdened for revival for his church and for the community.

And so he prayed. He prayed from the age of 13 until the age of 26 when God broke in, first of all, upon
his own life and humbled him and broke him and bent him in such a way and anointed him in such a way
that his heart was flamed with the Spirit of the living God and a burden for the souls of men in his country
of Wales. Thirteen years, young people, he grasped the burden of what God might do in his land and
began to bring that thing up before the Lord.

That's what history did for Evan Roberts. In 1904, God came and visited Wales. The news of what God
was doing in Wales spread to the Cassia Hills of India.

They heard all the way down in India the things that was happening in Wales. That was in 1904. They
began to pray.

See, that's what happens. Oh, God did that there? Then God can do that here. And they began to pray.
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Revival came in 1905 in the hills, Cassia Hills of India. The news of this visitation spread to China where
Jonathan Goforth was. Jonathan Goforth began to pray and he began to motivate the people to pray.

And they got burdened about revival. Jonathan Goforth at the same time read an account of Charles
Finney's lectures on revival and he also read an account of Charles Finney's autobiography. He wept his
way through that book and said, God, if You did that then, then You can do that now.

And I'm not going to stop until You do. And I'm not going to stop until I'm clear. And I'm not going to stop
until that little cookie pan is completely clean.

And | can hold it up before You and it will be clean. That was Jonathan Goforth's testimony. Prayer was
made.

Revival came in 1906, one year later. News of this beautiful moving of God in China spread to Korea. The
people there were stirred with desire and they began to cry out to God.

And for one year they wept and cried and sought God for that kind of a visitation in their midst where
thousands of souls get converted. God visited Korea in 1907. The news of this story made its way to
Manchuria, which was a different district in China.

And by the year of 1908, they were also experiencing a move of God's Spirit among them. The point I'm
making here, young people, is it just keeps on moving on. People hear and they say, wait a minute, why
should they be having such a blessed visitation from God and we sit here the way we are? With a soul
here and a soul there.

And praise God for the soul here and the soul there. But, oh God, would You not save the multitudes of
people that are around us? Turn with me to Psalm 48. We want to read a couple more verses there.

Just looking at this principle of looking at the history of God among His people. In Psalm 48, verse 11
through 14, we find these words, Let Mount Zion rejoice. That's God's people, by the way.

Let the daughters of Judah be glad because of Thy judgments. The next verse says, Walk about Zion. Go
round about her.

Tell the towers thereof. Look at them. Study the towers of this place called Zion.

Mark ye well her bulwarks. Consider her palaces. And what God is saying there in these verses is simply
this.

Study Zion. Study what | have done in the midst of My people. Study it.
Don't just read about it. Study it. Mark well what | have done.

Look at it from this angle. Come back over here and look at it from this angle. Come over here and look at
it from this angle.

Mark well her bulwarks and her palaces. Why, God? The next verse, That ye may tell it to the generation
following. Young people, that's what I'm doing today.

I'm telling the next generation what a mighty God you have. And I'm telling you, He is powerful. That God
we heard about last night, when He is allowed to move out in freedom because of the clarity of His people,
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He does great and mighty things.

Mark well her bulwarks. Consider her palaces, that ye may tell it to the generation following. Why? For this
God is our God.

Forever and ever, He will be our guide, even unto death. | believe what God is saying there to the children
of Israel was this. You tell the next generation, the God who parted the Red Sea is our God.

That's what He's telling them. You tell that next generation, this God is the same God that we have. Let us
trust Him.

Let us believe in Him. Let us expect things from this mighty God. He has not changed.

As | said, it takes courage and humility to do this because many times we are short of these accounts.
Many of the books that you find in the back there, they are there for this very reason. Read them and
weep.

That's what | do with them. Sometimes young people and older people also come to me and say, Brother
Denny, could you give me some secrets? How do you remain broken? How do you get desperate? You
say God answers desperate prayers. How do you make yourself desperate? Well, here's one of the things
that | do.

| read the history of Zion. And then | go to prayer. That's a good way to go to prayer.

Because when you read the history of Zion, then you look around you and you see the way Zion is now.
You read the history of Zion and you look at your own life and you see where your own life is. It gives you
something to pray about.

Amen? Biographies are accounts of individuals who lived in a state of revival. Do you believe that, young
people? Those multitudes of biographies that have been recorded, those are not super special spiritual
people whom God selected to be very special and lifted up into all of our minds and eyes and wrote them
down in a book somewhere. No way! Those are ordinary men and women just like you and | who were
living in a state of continuous revival and they were living in a state of the reality of a living God and God
did beautiful things through them and it was recorded in history and now we read about it.

And the same thing with the missionary books that are there. So, let's walk about Zion a bit here this
afternoon. David is an example of a man who experienced personal continuous revival.

Out in the wilderness, under the stars, he met God repeatedly. How many believe that today? Let me see
your hands. It's not hard to tell, is it, when you read in the Psalms, that man was in touch with God.

He didn't have one meeting with God one day and then wrote Psalms out of that one meeting the rest of
his life. He met with God continually. It was from one of these meetings with God that he slew Goliath.

Remember the account there? He came from the sheepfold. He came from being with his father's sheep
and his father called him and said, take this cheese and these provisions and go see how the war is doing
and give these to your brethren and to the soldiers that are out there. And David, like an obedient young
man, he followed what his father said and left the sheep there and went to the battlefront.
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And when he got to the battlefront, | mean, he was probably thinking all the way there, praise God, you
know, the children of Israel, the God of Israel, and the children of Israel, and the armies of the living God.
Oh boy, | can't wait to get there, see what's going on. And when he got there, he saw the armies of Israel
hiding and quaking and running back into the rocks.

And this big giant of a man came out there named Goliath and growled at everybody and they ran and hid
like scared rabbits. Well listen, young people, David wasn't standing there thinking, ooh, here's an
opportunity for me to get lots of attention. | think I'm going to slay a giant today.

No, he wasn't thinking that way. He was jealous of the glory of his God. That was his motivation.

And he came from the presence of God to stand there and look out over that army and to see that whole
scene. And when he saw that, he looked at it from heaven's perspective and he didn't see a big giant out
there. He saw this little pipsqueak down there called Goliath.

And he said, what is this uncircumcised Philistine defying the armies of the living God for? What can we
do? What will be done to the man who takes care of that little guy out there? And David stood before
Goliath. Why? Because he knew his God. That's why he stood before Goliath and he was not afraid
because he knew his God.

He was not afraid because he knew that God was standing next to him. And young people, when God is
standing next to you, you have nothing to be afraid of. Nothing.

Though 10,000 come against you, | will not fear. Psalm 27 says. David, he went through his share of
testings and purifying.

He led Israel to follow God. He brought the ark of God back to Jerusalem. He instituted worship in Israel.

And he had a very fruitful prophetic ministry. He knew God intimately. He is an example of personal
revival.

God wants us to look at him and say, what God did for that man, God can do for me. The way that man
lived, God wants me to live. The God who was with David is also my God.

That's what God wants us to do with the testimony of David. Turn with me to 2 Kings a bit. We'll look at
Josiah's revival.

That's one of my favorite texts in the Bible. 2 Kings 23. And we can by no means read the full account of
Josiah, but | would just like to remind you that Josiah was 26 when all of this that we're going to be
considering happened.

He was 26 years old. You know the story. Josiah the king ordered house cleaning in the house of God.

Josiah ordered for the house of God to be repaired, for the doors to be opened, for worship to be instituted
again, and in the midst of all the rubble, as the priests were cleaning out all the rubble out of the house,
imagine that, that the temple would be in such a condition. But as they were going through all of the
rubble, they found the book of the law. It was almost like finding, you know, the Dead Sea Scrolls, you
know.
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We have found the book of the law. Let's take it to the king. And they took it to the king and said, Oh, king,
look what we found.

It would be good for all of us to pick up our Bible that way tomorrow morning, wouldn't it? Wow! Look what
I've got in my hand. And they read it to the king. And the more the king listened, the more he got stirred
inside him and thought, Whoa! We have sinned against the Lord and judgment is upon us.

And he humbled himself. The Bible says, he humbled himself, he heard, he rent his clothes, he wept
before God. That was Josiah's response.

And he sent some of the men, one of the local godly women who was a prophetess. And this is the word
that she sent back to him. Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before the Lord,
when thou heardest what | speak against this place and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should
become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes and wept before me, | also have heard thee,
saith the Lord.

And God turned away his wrath for a time. Because Josiah responded to that which he heard. Oh, young
people, | just want to encourage you to respond to that which you hear this week.

You have the book in your hand. Those who stand up here are speaking the word of God to you. These
are not just words written down.

These are not just some man's idea about how you may want to live or how you should live. These are not
words about some religion that we're trying to convince you to follow. No, my young people, it's not that at
all.

These are the words of God. Josiah responded properly when he heard the words of God and said, Whoa,
wait a minute. We're going the wrong way.

We've got to do something about this. Good response, Josiah. Good response.

Once he got that word from the Lord, he was filled with vision. Just imagine the vision that he had. God is
going to give us a little space of mercy.

What are we going to do in the meantime? He gathered all the children of Israel together and had the
priest read this book of the law to the children of Israel. And then the Bible says that he went over and
stood by a pillar in the house of God. Stood over there in a certain place and spoke out the words of the
covenant.

And he said, | make a covenant before my God today to follow this book with all of my heart and all of my
mind and all of my strength. How many of you would do the same thing? The Bible says the people stood
at the covenant saying, Amen, we're with you. Then his heart was really filled with a vision.

From there he rode like Jehu for days. Oh, the account is beautiful. | wish we could read it all.

First of all, he went to the temple and got all the vessels of Baal and threw them out of the house of God.
From there he grabbed all the false prophets that were hanging around in the front of the house of God
and threw them all out of there. Then he got rid of the worship of the Zodiac.
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Then from there he cleansed the temple completely and told the priests that they should cleanse
themselves. And he gathered up everything that was evil and every idol and everything that was used for
that which was wrong and evil. And he gathered it all together.

And the Bible says he grounded or stamped it to powder. Oh, those are beautiful words, aren't they? The
account gives words like this, breaking pieces, cut down, stamped to powder, tore down. He ran through
the land doing that.

He broke down the house of the Sodomites and got rid of the immorality in the land. He broke down the
high places and destroyed all idolatry in the land. He cleansed the land of all that which was euvil.

| like Josiah's revival, young people, because it's very practical. You know, you don't just get on your
knees and say, Oh God, would you please come and bless us? We need your blessing. No, you come
with a motivation that the holiness of God, that God's holy hame would be represented rightly.

And that representation starts with me. With me. That's the way it was with Josiah.

You go through, run through your heart, run through your house, run through your life. Go through it in
every way and just gather the things up in your mind. This goes, that goes, out with this, out with that.

Can you do that? You know, it's a little hard, you know, because you all come from who knows where here
for Bible school. But, you know, if you all lived in one locality, you know, we'd put a big old barrel right here
in the front and say, This is Josiah revival night. You get all your music and you get all your garbage and
you get all your cassettes and you get all your filth and you get all those things that you're not supposed to
have and you get all your isles and throw them in the barrel.

That's Josiah's revival, young people. Amen? Amen. Man, that's good preaching.

Josiah's revival, it was practical. He looked around the land and said, that offends God. Out with it, that
offends God.

Stamp it out, that offends God. Tear it down. He was a fanatic.

Listen to what God says about him. Before you think he's too weird, listen to what God says about him.
And like unto him was there no king before him that turned to the Lord with all his heart and with all his
soul and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses, neither after him arose there any like him.

What a testimony. Now, | want you to notice that, young people. You know, we all say, oh, | love you,
Lord.

I love you, God. | love you. | love you.

But look what all the heart really meant. God was watching the way that man cleansed Israel and said,
now there's a man who loves me with all of his heart. Do you love Jesus with all of your heart? Maybe
there's some things that need to go in the burn barrel.

Maybe there's some music that needs to be destroyed in Jesus' name. Amen? | don't know. | don't know a
lot of you.
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| don't know how you live. But I'm telling you this. God wants to do a work of revival in your heart and
make you so that you will never be the same.

It reminds me of Paul and those twelve disciples in the city of Ephesus. You know? Paul and twelve men
turned that city upside down. They did what very few have ever done.

They took their burn barrel and set it right in the middle of downtown Ephesus. And the barrel got so full it
became a pile. And the pile got so big, big it became a mountain.

And they burned it all up. You imagine that. That's what they did in Ephesus.

In Wales, in 1903. This is some of the trickle before the flood of 1904. Which, by the way, there usually is
some trickling before the... Listen to this account, young people.

Four boys in a certain locality, 18 years of age, started to meet secretly on a mountain for prayer. Why?
They were burdened about their lives. And they were burdened about their church.

And they were burdened about their community. And they decided... They probably read some history.
And they decided, we're going to go to that mountain every night.

And we're going to seek God until God visits our community. This went on for several months, young
people. Every night they were there.

Nobody knew they were going. Nobody knew. But God knew.

One night, they were discovered. Someone just happened by, heard the noise, came near, saw these
young men on there, faces weeping before God and said, | want in. He fell on his face next to the four and
then there was five.

News started trickling out. And the people of God in the church were convicted. Oh, our young people,
they're praying like this.

Here we are just going our own way, busy with this and that. We need to go join. So, then another one
came.

And another one came. Soon there was a large crowd meeting on that mountain every night for prayer.
Then all of a sudden the whole church got involved.

And they just continued to pray. They all started to pray. Then the whole community was affected, young
people.

The church met for prayer every night for six months. This is after these young men have prayed for six
months. Now the church is involved.

They met for prayer at the church every night for six months. Many Sundays, there were 30 conversions
on a Sunday. They had to have six services on Sunday in order to handle the crowds of people with 30
converts every Sunday.

Can you imagine how exciting it was to go to church on Sunday? 30 converts in one Sunday? Oh,
because four young men, 18 years old, got a hold of an account of some historical records of what God
did in days gone by and said, If God did it, then God can do it now. Let's seek God. Dear young people,
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God wants to use you to affect His kingdom.
David was a youth. Daniel was a youth. Josiah was 25.

Hezekiah's revival began when he was 25 years old. You do not have to wait for years to know God in a
precious way. Listen to these verses, young people.

Isaiah 44, verses 3-4. God says, | will pour water upon him who is thirsty. And God's not talking about a
drink of water in a glass, young people.

When He says, | will pour water upon him who is thirsty, | will not pour water on him who is not thirsty. But
not only will | pour water on him who is thirsty, | will pour floods upon the dry ground around him who is
thirsty. That's what God did with those four young men.

He goes on to say, And | will pour My Spirit upon thy seed and My blessing upon thine offspring, and they
shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the watercourse. Young people, that's you! That's you!
Are you willing to get under the flow of water? That's chapter 2, verses 17 and 18. Hear these words,
young people.

And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams, and on My servants and on My handmaidens | will pour out in those days of My Spirit, and they
shall prophesy. Imagine with me, young people, what this would be like in just this small setting where we
are, 660 young people overflowing with the Spirit of that awesome, holy, reverent God that we heard about
last night. What would happen in this place and in this community if we had 660 young people moving in
the flow of the grace of God, in humility, in brokenness, with a fire burning in their souls, and prophesying
everywhere they went.

Their tongues were tongues of fire. Words that were spoken pierced the hearts of those who heard them.
Let us see God for an outpouring of conviction, cleansing, and commissioning this week, young people.

Let's give you a couple of little accounts here. He was 15 by the time this account was written about him,
but he was converted at 14. Donald MacPhail was his name.

When he got born again, he got born again. Amen? No games, no playing around from there forward. |
mean, the first thing he did is start witnessing to every one of the students in the school, and by the end of
the first year of his Christian life, he had won 30 of his students to the Lord.

He's 14 years old. With a fire burning in his heart. He was a young man of prayer.

Everyone knew him to be a young man of prayer. Duncan Campbell, that old stately man whom God was
using in the midst of that revival in the Hebrides, he called on this young man one day. He called on the
farm where this young man was.

He wanted to visit with him. He was a respected young man by the old men. They said, there is an
anointing upon that boy.

He called on him. They said, he's out in the barn praying. Duncan Campbell went out to the barn.
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He said, Donald, | want to talk to you. Donald said, Mr. Campbell, I'm sorry | can't come now. I'm having
an audience with my king.

Okay, Donald. Duncan Campbell was in a meeting. It was a hard place.

It was an area where the Spirit of God had not broken in yet. The meetings were not going well. The
preaching was not going well.

He called a few men in to help pray that God would break through the hardness of the people, but nothing
seemed to move the spiritual atmosphere. Duncan Campbell was in the middle of his sermon. He stopped
preaching because it was so hard to preach.

And if you're a preacher, you know what I'm talking about. Sometimes it's just that way. It's like there's no
freedom to preach.

And Duncan Campbell knew something's wrong. He just stopped. Just then he noticed this boy sitting in
the crowd, visibly moved under a deep burden for souls.

He was there sitting there silently weeping and praying. And he thought, that boy is in touch with God. And
he leaned over the pulpit and said, Donald, would you lead us in prayer, boy? The lad rose to his feet and
in his prayer, he made reference to the fourth chapter of Revelation when he had been reading there that
morning.

O God, | seem to be gazing through the open door, and | see the Lamb in the midst of the throne with the
keys of death and of hell at His girdle. And he began to sob. Then lifting his eyes toward heaven, he cried,
O God, there is power there in heaven.

Lucid! With the force of a hurricane, the Spirit of God swept into that building and the floodgates of heaven
opened. The church resembled a battlefield. On one side, many were prostrated over their seats, weeping
and sighing.

And on the other side, some were affected by throwing their arms in the air and rigid postures and crying
out to God. The spiritual impact of this visitation was felt throughout the island. People hitherto indifferent
were suddenly arrested and became deeply anxious.

The contributor of an article to the local press referring to the results of this movement wrote, More are
attending the weekly prayer meetings than attending public worship on the Sabbath before the revival.
Just one boy who believed God, whom God touched and God used. I'll give a couple more.

| don't have enough time to do them all. 1805 in Scotland. A revival in Aberswith, Scotland began in the
Sunday school.

And Thomas Charles described it this way. This powerful awakening among the young people took place.
It started in the Sunday school class.

It was evidenced in the weeks following by this record. You would find in the congregation hundreds of
young people sitting with all the attention of the most devout Christians bathed in tears while the preaching
of the Word of God was going on. It broke out in the Sunday school class.
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Amy Carmichael records an awakening that happened in that place in India | told you about in 1906. She
gives this account. The one who was speaking was obliged to stop overwhelmed by sudden realization of
the inner force of the Spirit of God working in the people.

It was impossible even to pray. One of the older lads in the boys' school began to try to pray, but he broke
down. Then another tried, and he broke down.

Then all of them broke down. And the older lads chiefly were the first ones. So many among the younger
ones began to cry bitterly and pray and cry out to God for forgiveness.

Soon it spread to all the women, all the workers, there at Donover, which was Amy Carmichael's
orphanage. Wales, 1859. In many places the young people were used by God to bring the fire of revival
into the adult community.

And some of the most powerful effects of the Spirit were felt in the young people's prayer meetings. Here's
a Methodist minister giving a testimony of revival in his congregation. The revival finally broke in the young
people's prayer meeting where the young people were under the influence of the Spirit.

Some prayed for deliverance. Others wept bitterly. Others praised God for having at last visited His
people.

This went on for hours and proved to be the first fruits of a mighty awakening which soon spread to the
whole neighborhood of churches. I'll give you one more. This one comes from India, 1906.

The young people now began to feel that it was their duty to speak to others about Jesus Christ. In one
place where a very large market is held, 40 young people, and these aren't 20-year-olds, these are 15,
16-year-olds, 40 young people went to the chapel to pray at noon. Others soon joined them, and the Spirit
of God was among them.

Some decided to go out of the meeting to speak to the people in the marketplace, and a great crowd from
the market ran to the chapel and filled it up. And the service, which was held by the young people,
continued. It was a powerful service.

When these returned to their work, others took their place. Thus it went on for hours. One writes, at 10
o'clock at night, we only seemed to be just beginning, and | don't know when our meeting came to an end,
but it was sometime in the early morning hours.

| could read you many more. But the point is this, young people, God pours out His blessings upon young
people. He's no respecter of persons.

You take your little pan, and you hold it up to God and say, God, are the corners of my pan clean? Let us
seek God for an outpouring of conviction and cleansing and commissioning of young people this week. |
remember at Bible school some years ago, we had about 50 youth from a church in Michigan. They all
came to our Bible school.

It was back when we had room. I think it was pretty strong for them. They sat all week long taking it in.

They were not like us, but we let them come to the Bible school. They sat all week long taking it in,
listening to this kind of preaching and being challenged and sensing God's presence. And all of this took
place all week long, but not much response.
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They left on Saturday evening after the testimony meeting to head home to go back to their families. There
was a couple of fathers on the bus, and the rest were youth from about 14 up to maybe 20, something like
that. It was about 12 hours home.

After about two or three hours on the road, one young lady was seized with conviction. And she broke
down and began to weep on the bus. The other young people turned to her.

What's wrong? She began to open up. I'm not right with God. And she started confessing her sins right
there on the bus.

Conviction swept through the bus. One after another, they started to open up their lives and confess their
sins. And you know how it was.

It was just like a wildfire that went through the whole bus. Nobody could get away. Praise God.
God had a captive audience. No one could feel out of that. You know how it is sometimes.
It's getting hot in here. I'm going for a walk. Too much conviction.

But they were stuck. God broke into that place. And after a season of a couple of hours of one after
another weeping and confessing and getting right, all of a sudden the atmosphere changed and they
began rejoicing and singing and blessing God and praying.

And | mean, they prayed for joy all the way home. Three o'clock in the morning, they pull into the church
parking lot and all the moms and dads are sitting there in their cars waiting to pick up their young people.
What a ninja! Those young people came off that bus overflowing with the grace of God weeping and
rejoicing.

It's three o'clock in the morning, Sunday morning. Ten o'clock, they had a church service. They let a
couple of the young people open up and share and God broke into that meeting and shook that place and
the moms and dads were all on their faces weeping before the service was over.

Do it again, Lord! Do it again! Oh, young people, | just want to tell you, don't waste God's time in this
place. The hour is ripe. The need is there.

The provision is made, young people. What are you going to do with what God has provided for you? |
challenge you, don't waste any more time. Let's seek God for conviction, cleansing and commissioning
among us.

Let's pray. Oh, God! Oh, Lord! Hover over us all. | pray in Jesus Christ's name, God.

Oh, Spirit of the living God who has done this so many times in days gone by, do it again, Lord. Send
conviction upon us all, Lord. All of us.

Bless these young people in their session to come and give us revival. In Jesus' hame.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/3/SID3813.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/denny-kenaston/revivals-in-the-bible-and-in-history/

Sermonindex.net | Page 15



index

Grow In Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

* 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present
* 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online
1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

* Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net




