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(The Spiritual Man) Spiritual Mindedness
by Denny Kenaston

Denny Kenaston emphasizes the importance of spiritual mindedness for experiencing life and peace in God,

contrasting it with the dangers of a carnal mind.

Duration: 1:02:58

Scripture: Psalm 119:11, Daniel 1:8, Matthew 6:33, Romans 10:17, Ephesians 5:15

Topics: "Spiritual Mindedness"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of walking with God and living a spiritual lifestyle.
He shares a personal experience of missionary work in Africa, highlighting the dedication and spiritual
discipline required. The preacher encourages the audience, particularly young people, not to disregard
their previous spiritual experiences but to embrace a major lifestyle change. He emphasizes the need to
align one's life with the standards set in God's Word and to be prepared for judgment based on it.

Transcript

Hello, this is Brother Denny. Welcome to Charity Ministries. Our desire is that your life would be blessed
and changed by this message.

This message is not copyrighted and is not to be bought or sold. You are welcome to make copies for your
friends and neighbors. If you would like additional messages, please go to our website for a complete
listing at www.charityministries.org. If you would like a catalog of other sermons, please call
1-800-227-7902 or write to Charity Ministries, 400 West Main Street, Suite 1, EFRA PA 17522.

These messages are offered to all without charge by the free will offerings of God's people. A special
thank you to all who support this ministry. How big is God's hand? How big is God's hand? If heaven is His
throne and the earth is His footstool, how big is His hand? It's kind of nice to be under that hand, isn't it?
It's a safe place.

God says, humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God. It's a safe place to be this morning.
Greetings, dear young people, in the name of Jesus Christ.

What a joy to be gathered together again. My heart is overflowing with the goodness of God to me. I never
get over it.
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I never get over it. That God should love a sinner such as I, I never get over it. That God had mercy on me
25 years ago and saved my soul and He lets me be in a place like this.

I am very conscious of the privilege that I have this week to talk to you young people about this subject. I
am conscious of it. As I pondered the message yesterday, the practicality of the message, You know, I've
given that message a dozen times or 15, I know that, but I've never given it to a bunch of young people
like this.

It's one of the highlights of my life to share those truths with you yesterday, recognizing the potential that is
in this room. Your youthfulness, your zeal, your openness, your desire, your hunger, it stirs me on. God
bless you, every one of you.

For that hunger that you have, may God give you the spiritual desires of your heart. Let's bow for prayer.
Our Father and our God, we come again this morning in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, King of kings
and Lord of lords.

Father, we are reminded of the words of the Lord Jesus, that without me He can do nothing. Lord, we
know that today. We thank you, Lord.

We rejoice as we look back in church history, as we realize what mighty things you've done in days gone
by. But we remember those scriptures that says in Psalm 48, this God is our God. You're the same, Lord.

You change not. Oh, God, we cry to you. Do it again, Lord.

Do it again in this our day. Father, we come to this last session. Lord, I pray that you will again touch my
heart, that I may somehow touch the hearts of these young people.

I pray that you would illuminate my soul, that I can talk to these young people about something very
important. God, I pray, fill us with your spirit, Lord, all of us. We're here crying to you.

We need thy grace, God, all of us. Fill us with your spirit, Lord. Teach us what we need to know today, I
pray in Jesus Christ's name.

Amen. All right, I'd like us to open our Bible to Romans chapter 8 again. I would have liked to have given
this message yesterday, but I've spent a lot of time preparing this message and it wasn't ready yesterday.

But it flows very much with the message that we had on Wednesday on the law of the Spirit. This morning,
God has led me to speak to you, dear young people, on this subject, spiritual mindedness. Spiritual
mindedness.

A spiritual man has to have a spiritual mind. They're almost synonymous words. And I think that you will
agree with me as we begin to delve into this subject this morning that it is absurd to even think of being
spiritual if you don't have a spiritual mind.

It's absurd. It's an absurd thought. So today's message is so vitally connected with the message on
walking by the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus that you can hardly separate the two of them.

But yet I want to separate them just so that you can see how the one affects the other. Reading in Romans
chapter 8, verse 1 through 8 this morning, There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
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hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin condemned sin in the flesh. Why? That the righteousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us. Hallelujah! Who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit.

For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh. But they that are after the Spirit do mind
the things of the Spirit. Can I put those words in there? For to be carnally minded is death.

But to be spiritually minded is life and peace. To be spiritually minded, young people, is life. Life from God
and peace.

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God. For it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can
be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

I said to you the other day that I'm going to show you a little later on in our sessions how you can greatly
increase the promptings of God's Spirit in your life. We spoke about living by the law of the Spirit. And the
law of the Spirit is to walk after the promptings of the Spirit of God in my life.

If you remember, young people, I even had you raise your hands to see how many of you have sensed an
increase in the promptings of God's Spirit in your own heart, even this week at Bible school, and most of
you raised your hands. And so, we very clearly understood what the promptings of God's Spirit are. We
cannot be led by the Spirit of God if we do not have the promptings of God's Spirit in our hearts.

So now today we're going to talk to you about how you can increase, greatly increase, the promptings of
God's Spirit in your heart. Praise God for that. Now, you must choose whether you will walk in them.

We talked about that already, but I'm going to tell you how you can greatly increase the promptings of
God's Spirit in your life. Well, may I say this? If you really want to make a go of this whole subject that I've
been talking about this week, you will definitely want to find out how you can increase the promptings of
God's Spirit in your life. I prayed much about how I could illustrate how these two relate to each other.

The law of the Spirit and spiritual mindedness. Walking in the Spirit and spiritual mindedness. Following
the promptings of God's Spirit.

And to mind, or to put your mind upon the things of the Spirit. And this was the illustration that the Lord
gave me. It's like pouring fuel on a fire that's already burning.

It's like pouring fuel on a fire that is already burning. Here we are, here this day. Our lives have been
clearly converted.

We've yielded ourselves to this God. And all is clear and heaven is open. And we discussed all of that on
Wednesday.

God's Spirit is resting upon us and we have the witness within. And we're ready to walk by God's Spirit.
Well, I'm likening that to the fire that's already burning.

If you're in that condition today, there is in your bosom a fire that is burning. Because the Spirit of God is a
fire. But then, you begin to put your mind on the things of the Spirit.
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And it's like pouring fuel on an already burning fire. What happens to a fire when you do that? It flames up,
doesn't it? It gets hotter. It gets brighter.

It gets larger. Whenever you do that. You know, when I was a boy, and I wouldn't recommend this, but
when I was a boy, my mom used to have me go out and start the grill.

You know, you put these little black charcoal things on there, and you put this lighter fluid on it, and
somehow those crazy things never started like they were supposed to. I don't know about some of you
other fellas, but they never started like they were supposed to. And so, after the thing kind of died down,
you get your little squirt can, and don't you ever do this.

It's dangerous. And squirt a little more on there, and the fire would go up again. How many of you ever did
that? Aha! Don't you know better? Well, that's what I want to talk to you about today.

Just throwing a little more fuel on the fire. Goes up. This morning, went to bed late last night.

Got up this morning, mind a bit groggy. You know, it's Friday. You know how it is.

Went out to the old barn out there at my house, and got me some fuel, and threw it on the fire. Hey, it's not
hard to get a fire to go, when it's already there burning. And see, that's what we're talking about.

That's what the Spirit-filled life is. It's a heart that's open. It's a heart that's clear.

It's a heart that has a clear conscience. And the grace of God is resting upon it. But you do go to bed at
night.

Amen? You wake up in the morning, and maybe you don't feel so great the next morning. That's alright.
There's a fire burning.

There's already a fire burning in my soul. But now I need to go and get me a nice little bucket of fuel and
dump it on that fire in the morning. And it just flares up again.

I guarantee you, if I would have gotten out of bed this morning and stepped into this pulpit, it wouldn't go
the same. I had to stoke the fire this morning, young people. And so do you.

Spiritual-mindedness opens the heart and mind to the life of God, and it begins to flow in. May I also say
that carnal-mindedness does the opposite. It blocks the life of God.

If we look at our text here, it talks about spiritual-mindedness, but it also talks about carnal-mindedness.
And I don't see how we can rightly take a look at spiritual-mindedness without also looking at
carnal-mindedness. To be carnal-minded is to put your mind on carnal things.

To put your mind on carnal things. You know, I studied this word carnal a little bit. It's very interesting.

As I studied it, it's not a wicked word, like you might think. It's not a wicked word. It means natural, human,
earthly.

Some other ways in which it was used in the New Testament gives us a bit of insight and shows us that it's
not a wicked word. When God says, don't be carnal-minded, He's not saying, don't be sensuous, don't be
out there looking at women and lusting. That's not what God is talking about, although that is a carnal
mind.
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But I think sometimes we put it in that slot and then we think we're okay. Here's how the word carnal is
used in other places. In Hebrews, Paul uses it.

He says, carnal commandments. Paul used it in 2 Corinthians 10 when he said, the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal weapons. And he used it in Romans 15 and also, I believe, in Corinthians he said, if
I have sown unto you spiritual things, is it not understandable that I should reap from you carnal things?
So, carnal is not a wicked word.

It's just an earthly word. It's a natural word. A human word.

Jesus said, take no thought. Take no thought. Oh, what will we eat and what will we drink and wherewithal
shall we be clothed? For after all these things do the Gentiles seek.

Take no thought for all those things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. It's very
important that we understand this this morning.

Carnal is not a wicked word. Jesus said, I'm sorry, Paul said in Cautions 3.1-2, If ye then be risen with
Christ, set your affections on things above. You know that word affections is the word mind.

Set your mind on the things above. Your mind is this brain. Your mind is what you use to think.

God talks to us through our mind and our heart, doesn't He? When we say that we hear the voice of God,
we're not saying that we hear this audible voice that comes through our ears. No, God speaks to us
through our mind. And so He says, If ye then be risen with Christ, set your affections, set your mind on the
things above, not on the things of the earth.

The things of the earth. Very interesting, that He goes on to say in verse 16, Let the Word of Christ dwell in
you richly. Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.

He's talking about spiritual mindedness. Turn with me to Ephesians 4. In Ephesians 4, verse 17, Paul says
these words to the Ephesians, This I say therefore. Hmm.

Therefore? What do you mean, Paul? Therefore. Because of the perfecting of the saints. Because of the
work of the ministry.

Because of the edifying of the body of Christ. Because of coming to the unity of the faith. Because of the
knowledge of the Son of God.

Because of coming unto a perfect man or a mature man. Because of the fullness of the stature of Christ.
Because He wants us to no more be children tossed to and fro.

Because of this, he says, This I say therefore and testify in the Lord that ye, Ephesians, henceforth, from
this day forward, walk not as other Gentiles walk in the vanity of their mind. Now, you know, it's real good.
We could look at that this morning and say, Yeah, all them Gentiles in the vanity of their mind.

Those wicked heathen out there. And you know how they are and what they do. But Paul is talking to the
Ephesians.

He says, don't walk from this day forward. Don't walk as other Gentiles walk in the vanity of their mind.
Now, what is vanity? Well, the word vanity means emptiness.
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It means nothingness. It means that which brings no satisfaction or spiritual worth. That's what vanity
means.

Solomon, in the book of Ecclesiastes, he gives a bit of a list of things that he found to be vanity. And
somehow, in the wisdom of God, he tested all these things and the bottom line, his conclusion after he
tested them one after another is they are emptiness, they are nothingness, and they bring no spiritual
satisfaction at all. That's what he said.

He spoke about laughter. He spoke about pleasure. He spoke about being cheered by wine.

He spoke about folly, which is silliness and jokes, boys. He spoke about great houses and special gardens
and pools. He spoke about possessions and entertainment and sports and all that the eye could see.

Those are the things that he put in the list of what is vanity. If your mind is on these kind of things
continually, you are walking in the vanity of your mind. You have a vain mind.

Look at this list. Laughter. And I'm not against laughing, please.

Natural humor is beautiful, sanctified by God. But this joking America that we live in, I am sick of all the
jokes in America. I tell you, they're laughing themselves right into hell and don't even know it.

Pleasure. Wine. Folly.

Silliness. Great houses. Special gardens and pools.

All kinds of possessions. Entertainment. Sports.

And all that the eye could want. Sounds like a pretty pertinent list, doesn't it? Watch out, Americans.
You're going to become anemic.

Watch out, American Christians. You're going to become anemic if you don't learn to deal with that. That
list.

Now, there are four things that happen to you if you walk in the vanity of your mind. Looking here again at
Ephesians, there are four things that happen. First of all, and Paul is saying what happened to their mind,
but he's not just telling you that so that you have a good history lesson about the Gentiles.

He's telling you that so that you will not follow in their path. Because the same thing will happen in your
mind and your heart. So he says, what happens when you walk with a vain mind? First thing that happens
is your understanding gets darkened.

You don't see clearly anymore. Your spiritual perception gets dim. You can look into the Word of God and
it doesn't make a lot of sense to you.

You can look at it and you don't get much out of it. Some preacher will get up and preach on a Sunday
morning and you think, how did he get all of that out of this? His mind is filled with understanding. But if we
walk in the vanity of our mind, our understanding gets darkened.

It's like a dark cloud comes over us. And you can't see spiritual things clearly anymore while you're
walking in the vanity of your mind. Second thing is, it alienates you from the life of God.
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It blocks the flow of the life of God into your heart. Remember, young people, we're walking in the Spirit.
Everything is clear.

Heaven is open. Everything is beautiful. But if from that perspective, from that posture, we begin to walk in
the vanity of our mind, it begins to alienate us from the life of God.

It blocks the life of God from flowing into our hearts. You see? It's supposed to be flowing, continually
flowing into your heart. All through the day it's supposed to be flowing.

But if we live and walk in the vanity of our mind, having our mind on all these other things, it alienates us
from the life of God. And God's life doesn't flow. You say, Well, I've got a couple of hours here.

I'm not sure what to do. I'm bored. What can I fill my time up with? I think I'll get me one of those joke
books and read that for an hour and a half.

And so you sit down, you read this joke book, and you have all your ha-has and it's real funny and all of
that. But for that hour and a half, the life of God has not been flowing your way. Maybe you young ladies,
that doesn't interest you.

I know that. But maybe one of these Christian novels would, huh? One of these romance novels. That
interests you.

What do I do all this time? I'm bored. I'm going to read one of these romance novels and get all my
emotions all stirred and all that stuff. The life of God is not flowing while you're being all stirred in your
emotions.

It's not flowing. I guarantee it. You are walking in the vanity of your mind for an hour and a half.

And the life of God is not flowing. Notice also what happens. The end of verse 18, through the ignorance
that is in them because of the blindness of their heart.

And that word blindness is hardness. It hardens your heart. Sometimes people will come to revival
meetings and they'll say, I don't know what's wrong with me, but I just have a hard heart.

My heart is hard. It's not soft. It's not tender.

Like it is this week. Amen? Your heart is tender this week. Oh, if you walk in the vanity of your mind, it will
give you a hard heart.

It hardens your heart. And lastly, look at verse 19, who being past feeling, have given themselves over
unto liceviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. That word past feeling, that Greek word past
feeling, is finding themselves in apathy.

No more feeling. You ever find yourself there? Apathetic? Get up in the morning, no desire to seek God.
Go to church.

Everyone else is just excited in there, singing and all that, and you just sit there like a bump. You're
complacent. You're apathetic.

Could it be that you've been walking in the vanity of your mind? And your foolish heart has been
darkened? And your understanding is darkened? And you don't see clearly? And you've been alienated
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from that flow of the life of God into your heart and soul to the point where you're apathetic and you don't
care. I wonder if we could get a raise of hands, and I wouldn't, but I wonder if we could get a raise of
hands and ask you how many of you young people, you came here, and when you came, you were a bit
apathetic, but you knew you needed to come. I wonder how many of you would have raised your hands
and said, yeah, I kind of lost my way.

Maybe this is why. But let's be honest this morning. Let's all be honest.

We know this experience. We know it. You know what it's like.

Some of the men that are here, you know what it's like. Just throw yourself into all your work and your
mind is on work and your business and this and that and you have hours of the day and your mind is on all
kinds of these earthly things and you do that for about two weeks and a brother walks up to you and says,
well, brother, how are you doing? Well, if you're honest, you won't say, oh, fine, fine, fine. You'll say, I've
been pretty dry lately.

I've been pretty dry. That's why. That's why.

That's why you've been pretty dry. Paul is saying after this glorious description of a mature body of Christ,
don't walk like the Gentiles walk with your mind upon vain and earthly things. That's what Paul is saying.

This is what will happen. Paul says, you have not so learned Christ, be spiritually minded. Oh, beautiful
words that he follows with.

But ye have not so learned Christ, if so be that ye have heard Him and have been taught by Him as the
truth is in Jesus, that ye put off concerning the former conversation, the old man which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lust, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that ye put on the new man
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. Do you know how you put on the new man?
You are renewed in the spirit of your mind with this blessed book. Wow! Our African brother told us last
night about garments.

Listen, you can put on the garments of the new man by being renewed in the spirit of your mind with this
blessed book called the Word of God. Wonderful! So Paul is encouraging them. Basically what he's saying
is be spiritually minded.

Don't be vain minded. So that you can grow into a perfect man. Be minded after the things of the Spirit, so
that you can grow into a perfect man.

What have you been minding, young people? What has your mind been on? If we could show a video this
morning of the thoughts that you've had in your mind for the last six months, would you feel okay about
putting it up here? What's been going on? What's been playing in the theater of your mind? If our minds
are full of bad thoughts about other people, this is carnal mindedness. If we fill our minds with magazines
and earthly literature, this is carnal mindedness. If we have our minds continually on business and making
money, and that's what we're doing and we're just constantly thinking on these things, this is carnal
mindedness, brethren.

This is carnal mindedness. If our minds are on sports and entertainment and I hope they're not, I think
better things of you young people than that, but you know, it may be that way. America has gone crazy
after the sports, and I tell you, it's idolatry.
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They eat and sleep and drink that garbage. And many of God's people have swallowed the whole thing.
And they will spend four precious holy hours on a Sunday afternoon watching that stupid television set and
all the garbage that's on it.

And I tell you, God has grieved over it. And they are alienating themselves from the life of God. I don't
know why I said that.

Maybe some of you are TV watchers. But I don't think it's good. You know, I heard Billy Graham preach a
sermon in 1954.

And I'm not sure where Billy Graham is coming out these days, but back in 1954, he was hot. He preached
against the television set and he prophesied, he was a prophet, and he said the television set is going to
destroy the devotional life of American Christianity. And he was right.

It has robbed American Christianity of spiritual mindedness. And look at the mess we have. If your mind is
on worry and negative thoughts and negative things, that is carnal mindedness.

And it alienates you from the life of God, which God wants to pour into you on a continual basis throughout
every one of your days. Dear young people, if you leave this spiritual atmosphere of this week with a clear
heart and a zeal and a desire to go home and do right, but if when you get home, you lock your mind into
all kinds of carnal things, when you get home, I can tell you already what will happen to your Christian
experience. It will go down again.

It will go down. And you may not understand what's going on, but I tell you that's why it went down. You
know, we kind of compartmentalize all this.

Okay, it's 5 o'clock in the morning and it's time for my devotions. Now my devotions are over. I've been
spiritually minded.

Now it's work and business and money and this and that. And my mind is on all these things. And it's okay.

I can live the way I want to. And I can put my mind on what I want to. And I can let my mind wander on this
and that.

And at the end of the day, we come down here and say, oh yes, it's the end of the day. Now I need to put
my mind on spiritual things. Wrong! Wrong! For they that are after the Spirit do mind the things of the Spirit
continually.

I know it may sound a little radical to you this morning, but come on, the ship is sinking and you know it.
It's about time we get the lifeboats out and do something. Amen? If you go home and put your mind on
carnal things, you will not be able to walk.

You will be like a bucket with holes in it who came here, who got it filled up and truly it is full and truly you
are rejoicing and truly you are experiencing a measure of God and His grace and His beauty and truly you
are and truly you've got a bucket and truly it's full. But is it a bucket with holes in it? Will you slowly drain
itself out? And then you'll be wondering, what happened to that wonderful experience that I had with God
all week long? I feel so dry. No inspiration.

So how do you have a spiritual mind? Who wants to talk about that? I'll give you a couple of illustrations
just so that you can grasp what I'm saying. Here's one way that you can get some spiritual mindedness.
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You can come to Bible school.

Start your day with prayer and singing. Begin with prayer. And another song.

Then sit in a church history class and meditate upon the awesome things that God did with others in days
gone by. And when you get done with that, sing another song. And when you have finished with that, have
some more prayer.

When you get done with that, you listen to a class on spiritual mindedness and get shaken to the depths
about where you're at. And when you get done with that, head for the field for a prayer meeting or one of
those shacks out there. And then when you get done with that, have a little more fellowship and share
what God's been teaching you through the week.

And when you get done with that, get up here and sing for a whole hour the songs of Zion. Then when you
finish that, sit and hear Brother Mose teach about the book of Daniel for an hour. Then when you get done
with that, go to your prayer and sharing time and open your heart up to one another and tell and say what
God is dealing with you about and then spend the season in prayer.

Then when you get done with that, go downstairs and have a bite to eat and share with the people that are
sitting across from you about the things of God. And then top it all off with a good revival meeting at the
end of the day. Do you get the hint? May I just suggest to you dear young people today that one of the
reasons why you are sensing so many good things in your hearts is because you have been being
spiritually minded all week long.

Now I know you can't go to Bible school all the time. I'll come down out of the clouds a little, but just let me
fly a little while longer. How can you have a spiritual mind? Why, you can go on a mission trip to Africa for
seven weeks.

That will take care of you. Get over there. You have to study for messages almost every day.

And you are so scared because you don't know what you are going to say or how you are going to
respond that you get up in the morning and spend time alone with God, crying out to Him. You sit together
and have family devotions. From there you go out on the streets and win souls and preach the Gospel to
people.

When you get done with that, it's a time for singing. You've got an hour and a half in the Land Rover
bumping down some bumpy road and so you are going to sing for another hour and a half while you are
driving down the road the songs of Zion. Do that for a while.

Then you get to a meeting and you get up and you testify. And you sing some more. And then you answer
questions of these seeking hearts.

And when that's done, you jump back in the Land Rover and it's an hour and a half down that bumpy road
again, you know. And you sing all the way home. And when you get home, you fall on your knees in
humble gratitude and thank God for all that He did for you that day.

And you sit down upon your bed in your little room, your bunk bed and you open up the Bible because you
know you're a missionary and missionaries are supposed to be spiritual. And so you read your Bible and
you doze off to sleep thinking on the Word of God. And you do that for about seven weeks.
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And the experience of your spirituality goes, isn't that right? Some of you young people that just got back.
That's some of what happened to you. Don't throw it away.

Don't throw it away. That experience was carefully, prayerfully prepared for you so that you would taste
and see that the Lord is good and that you would never be the same because of it. Don't throw it away.

How can you mind spiritual things and live in America? Now we're coming down out of the clouds and
down to the ground. See, this has to work here. It does have to work here.

Or it's nothing. It has to. How can we make this work in America, the land full of a multitude of distractions,
noise and music and the Internet and the radio and the television and the books and the romance novels
and all the other things and the bright lights and all the noise and everything shouting at you? How can we
make this work in America? Well, you can begin your day with a good season of pouring gasoline on the
fire that's already burning in your heart.

You can begin your day that way. You can be jealous about that, that you will begin your day pouring
gasoline on the flame that's already burning in your heart. You can start that way, young people.

Take your Bible and read it. Get on your knees. Go into your closet and shut the door.

And when thou shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret and thy Father which seeth in secret
shall reward thee openly. You can do that. And when you're done praying, get out a hymn book and just
sing a few songs there in your closet by yourself.

Do that for at least an hour. More like two. More like two.

Set your heart against the vain thoughts like David said in the book of Psalms, I hate vain thoughts. Listen,
young people, we're going to have to rise up and set our hearts against those vain thoughts because we're
so used to having them go through our mind and hours go by and all it is is fluff and nothing. So you must
rise up and set your heart against those vain thoughts.

Keep your mind free to meditate. After you stoked a nice good fire in the early morning, now you keep your
mind free to meditate through the day. That fire will be burning in your heart, but you need to have your
mind free.

Just like Psalm 1 says, but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law doth he meditate day and
night. Now why would God say such a thing? Day and night? How can that be? And in His law doth he
meditate day and night, and He, His experience, shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water. What is
the river of water? It is the life of God which flows in continually into the soul of the young man or the
young lady who meditates upon the things of God through the day.

He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, which bringeth forth His fruit in His season. His leaf
also shall not wither, and whatsoever He doeth shall prosper. Wow! What a promise! Why don't you rise
up and believe that book right there? That promise.

And whatsoever she does will prosper. Keep your mind free so you can meditate on the things of God. Let
prayer be rising up from time to time out of your heart to God as you go through the day.

Talk about the things of God when you sit down at the breakfast table, bow your head and thank God for
the food, and worship Him there for a moment as you thank God for the food and the new day that you've
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given. And I hope there's family devotions in your home which would only just spark the fire one more time
for you young people. Pray on the way to work.

Don't waste that half an hour that you have to drive to work. Pray! Did you know you can pray while you
drive? You can do that! Now, the guy next to you might think you're crazy, but who cares? You're going
down the road talking to nobody, and he looks, and he doesn't see anybody else in the car, and you're
just, oh, you're just having a conversation over there, and he's wondering who you're talking to, and
maybe there's somebody laying down in the back seat. Who cares? You know, when I was in Bible school,
I didn't have a lot of time.

But I dedicated my heart to pray for the children on my bus route every day. And so I had an hour's drive
to Chicago to work at UPS while I was in Bible school. I prayed the whole hour there.

I spent that hour praying for my bus children every day that I went to work. My, it was a beautiful time. You
can pray while you drive.

Listen to a stirring tape. Often I hear men come to me and say, I've been listening to your tapes. I've
listened to a hundred of them.

I think, my, a hundred of them! Where do you get time to do it? Well, I have an hour to work, and I just put
one in on the way in, another one in on the way home. You know what I tell them? Sir, you're going to
Bible school. You're going to Bible school.

Young people, you need to get in Bible school. Amen? It's not once a year. It's all year long.

There's a work to be done. Bring a challenging book along with you when you go to work, so when it's
break time, instead of just sitting around dawning and being foolish and silly and joking and all that stuff,
you just go over in the corner and get you a good, solid book, and you read that for 15 minutes or 20 while
you're on your break. Let your mind be engaged in good thoughts while you're working.

Pray for your loved ones. Talk about the Lord Jesus on the job. If your mind is free, get you some
three-by-five cards and memorize Scriptures while you're working.

I'm not sure how many chapters I memorized while I worked at UPS, but it was a lot. It was either that or
rock music all evening, and I chose the Scriptures. Read your Bible during lunch or share with some other
Christian.

Say, Read my Bible during lunch? What do you think I am, a fanatic? Yes! You need to be a fanatic! Sing
while you're at work! Sing! Sing out loud! So what? Who cares what somebody else thinks? Sing. Sing.
Listen to the Bible on cassette on the way home.

Sing. Man, you're nuts! You're a radical! Listen. Do you know that the people that you look up to and that
you revere, they do these kind of crazy things all the time? And that's why you look up to them and revere
them.

The other day I was preaching with Brother Gerard up in Idaho. He had a six-hour drive to get down there.
When I got there, I said, So, Brother, how was your day? Oh! He said, My day? I had a wonderful day! He
said, I listened to the New Testament all the way down here.

Yeah. And when he gets up to talk, everybody listens too. Come to the evening.
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Don't fill your evening up with a bunch of vanity. Don't do it! Go serve somebody for a couple of hours.
Spend the latter part of your evening reading Andrew Murray or your Bible or some book like that.

Put yourself to sleep meditating in the Word of God. Try it for a week. I dare you.

Try it for a week. What will it hurt? You're young. Give it a shot.

Say that. You're too extreme. Is that right? Do you know people that are sports-minded? They eat, drink,
sleep sports.

I mean, I sit next to these guys on the airplanes and they chatter this stuff for hours on the airplane. And
it's chaff to me. It's chaff.

But here they are just back and forth, back and forth. I mean, they meet each other. They don't even know
each other.

But I mean, they have fellowship in their God. For three hours on the plane, I can hardly read my Bible
with all this chatter. Surely if they can do it, we can do it about Christ.

Amen? I read the other day an article on one of these airplanes about a successful businessman. They
always have all of them on there, you know. This successful businessman and he's making millions of
dollars and he's doing this and he's doing that.

But anyway, they interviewed this fellow who's made all this money and they said, How did you do it? How
did you do it? You know what he said? You know what he said. I eat and drink and sleep and dream my
business. That's what he said.

Let us raise the standard, young people. Let us raise the standard of spiritual mindedness. If you're going
to walk with God when you go out of here, you're going to have to get this.

They are like this. They are so wedded together that you can hardly pull them apart. Forgive me, Daniel.

Daniel and Christi are courting. You know that. Daniel doesn't have any trouble being Christi minded.

You don't have to say, Daniel, I want you to think about Christi now. You never have to do it. You know
what I mean? If ye then be risen with Christ, set your affection on things above, not on the things of the
earth.

For ye are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God. And when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then
she also shall appear with Him in glory. It shall be unveiled who you really are.

You say, well, Brother Denny, you are talking about a major lifestyle change. You got it. You got it.

I am. I am talking to you about a major lifestyle change. Listen, if next week you found out that your body
is riddled with cancer, I guarantee you for the cancer that was in your body, you would make a major
lifestyle change.

Agreed? What about the cancer that is in your soul? Do we not make a major lifestyle change for the
cancer that is in our soul? Or do we go down with the ship? I am talking about a major lifestyle change.
Some time ago, maybe two or three years ago, I was preaching somewhere. Usually at the end of a week
of meetings when the temperature is nice and hot and all the hearts are nice and clear, I have a message
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just like this.

Because I want the people to walk. I don't want them just to have a nice meeting. I want them to walk.

I had a message like this and a brother came up to me afterwards after I preached for an hour or so out of
Romans chapter 8 and he said, he said, Brother, I don't think I can live like that and keep living the way I
am living. But you know what he was inferring? I can't do it. So I am not going to try.

And I said, Brother, then if you can't live that way, living the way you are living, then you need to change
the way you are living because this is the standard of God's Word. And we are going to be judged out of
this book someday. This is no play game.

You know, this is not a lodge where you can choose. I think I will try this for a while. Hey, I think I will try
the Spirit-filled life for a few weeks.

This is eternity, young people. And if we can't live this way, then we need to be examining our lifestyle.
What do you do? Submit to the American way and be anemic Christians? Or submit to God's way? You
know, Brother Keith Daniels, he mentions about his dear father who was converted at the age of 51.

He only lived nine years as a Christian. But you know, I believe it hit him how serious this whole thing is.
And Brother Keith told me that his dad made a major lifestyle change.

He was a businessman. He dumped business after business after business. I mean, the men came to him
and said, You can't do this! What are we going to do? He was a very important man and they begged him.

They sat him down in a room with a whole bunch of men, you know, sitting behind their round table and
they told him, You can't do this! How much do you want, brother? We'll give you whatever you need. He
looked at all of them and said, You don't understand. I met Jesus.

And my life has been totally changed. And God has healed my marriage. And God has touched my boys.

And I am not going to be able to be a businessman like I was before. And he walked out of that room and
left him and all the piles of money that they set up before him. And he went home and in nine years he
read through the Bible 56 times.

And God used him more in nine years than He uses some in 50. See, God can pack eternity into a very
small space. He can do anything.

Two hours every morning he was alone in his closet with the Word of God. And one hour every evening he
was alone in his closet with the Word of God. D.L. Moody, in the work of God, D.L. Moody began to cry to
God, Oh, Lord, I need faith.

I'm not seeing much happen in my life. I need faith, Lord. Give me faith.

He was, you know, he was having a little devotional time in the mornings. Maybe 15 or 20 minutes in the
Word and a little bit of prayer. And off he'd go to a busy day of ministry.

But he kept crying, God, I need faith, Lord. I need faith. Give me faith, Lord.

He fasted and he prayed and he cried and this went on for weeks. One day he went into his prayer closet
and fell down on his knees and had a little place there where he set his Bible and he fell down on his
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knees like this and he folded his hands and he began to pray. Again, the same prayer.

Oh, God, I need faith, Lord. Give me faith. Oh, God, please give me faith.

And he looked down on his Bible. And you know how God does sometimes. He just makes a verse go
right out of the pages.

He looked down on his Bible and it was Romans 10.17. Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word
of God. He got up off his knees and said, I've gotten my answer. He went home.

He changed his schedule. He had all kinds of good things. He had his life just packed full of all kinds of
good things.

He pushed the schedule aside. He set aside a block of time two hours in the morning, one hour in the
evening, and he soaked himself in the Word of God all the rest of the days of his life. When someone
asked him on his deathbed, Mr. Moody, what was the secret? The way that God used you? And he said, it
was this book.

It was this book. That's the reason why young people get settled on this whole area of a spiritual man.
Don't go off making major decisions in your life until you have settled this thing and there is a steady walk
with God in your life.

It will change your whole perspective. It will affect the job you choose. It will affect the place you live.

It will affect what you do with your money. It will affect the kind of car you buy. It will affect every area of
your life.

As you go from here, stay clear. And if you're not clear, get clear, young people. And then just keep it
clear.

And as you keep it clear, then just keep pouring fuel on the fire all through the day. Just here and there. A
little more gas.

A little more gas. Noontime. A little more gas.

Just keep pouring gas on all through the day. I tell you, you'll learn to walk with God. You'll prosper.

God will bless you beyond anything you would ever imagine. That's the challenge that I leave with you.
Let's bow our heads for prayer.

Our dear Father in Heaven, Lord, we are done. Somehow, Lord, we took this vast subject that would
require weeks and weeks and we packed it into five little sessions. God, I pray that you will take it now and
break it into thousands of pieces in their hearts, God.

Lord, that they will not forget the things that they've heard. Oh, God, more than anything, I desire that
these young people would begin to walk with God. Lord, what does any of it matter if they don't, Lord? If
they don't learn this, what does any of it matter, Father? I pray you'll put an urgency upon every one of
their hearts.

I pray in Jesus Christ's name. Amen.
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