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Inconsequent Consequences
by Dick Brogden

The sermon emphasizes the importance of pleasing God and being faithful to Jesus, regardless of consequences,
in order to find joy and be used by Him.

Scripture: Psalm 114:2, Proverbs 29:25, Matthew 25:21, Colossians 3:23
Topics: "Pleasing God", "Faithful Living"

Description

Dick Brogden emphasizes the importance of prioritizing Jesus' opinion above all others, encouraging us
not to be consumed by what people think but to focus on doing what pleases God. He challenges us to
make difficult decisions based on what Jesus would approve and to find joy in delighting Him, celebrating
our choices regardless of popularity. Drawing inspiration from King Josiah's radical pursuit of holiness, he
urges us to relentlessly purge our hearts of idolatry and be devoted to pleasing Jesus, regardless of
consequences. Brogden highlights the joy and fulfillment found in being faithful to Jesus, which not only
pleases Him but also brings happiness to our souls and those around us.

Transcript

Jesus carries the only opinion that matters. Omar Beiler puts it this way: "Don't give other people free rent
in your head." We can spend inordinate energy worrying about what others think of us, rather than taking
great pleasure in doing what God wants us to do. The longer life goes, the more difficult decisions
become. When faced with a choice, choose to do what Jesus would approve and choose to delight in
delighting Jesus. Let the only energy we exert after we have made a difficult (potentially unpopular) choice
be celebration energy as we rejoice in pleasing Jesus.

Tender hearts do what is right regardless of consequences. Josiah was like no king before or after him as
regards to his reckless pursuit of holiness. He radically removed all traces of false worship (2 Kings 22).
We should be as relentless in self-purging our hearts and lives of any trace of idolatry. The remarkable
aspect of Josiah's reforms, however, is that he undertook them regardless of his escape and his nation's
doom. Josiah had been told that his tender heart, humble spirit, and godly sorrow (2 Kings 22:19) had
granted him a judgment exemption and that there was too much accumulated national guilt for the Lord to
relent (v. 17). Josiah spent tremendous energy on making the radical reforms anyway. The point was not
consequences; the point was doing what pleased God. May we be just as radical-unconcerned about
consequences-devoted to pleasing Jesus.
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It is the Lord's desire to make us His sanctuary and dominion (Psalm 114:2). When we are temples
purified for His indwelling, when we are so completely under His control that it can be said we are His
"New Dominion," the Lord is greatly pleased and we are easy for Him to use. We find this condition joyful,
for faithfulness to Jesus not only pleases Him, but it makes us happy. My joy is found in being faithful
(Matt. 25:21). When | am faithful to Jesus, my wife, my family, and my friends, an inevitable byproduct is
great joy in my soul. It is in my best interest to be completely faithful, for my faithfulness brings joy to
everyone, myself included! Faithfulness makes me happy.

Joy is found in doing what is right in Jesus' eyes. When we scurry around, frantically trying to please
others, it robs us of joy and we are never at rest. When we devote ourselves to pleasing Jesus (regardless
of consequences, negative or positive), joy fills His soul and ours.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/dick-brogden/inconsequent-consequences/
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