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(True) Costly Grace

by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Costly grace isthe gift of salvation that requires a person to surrender their life and submit to the will of Christ.

Scripture: Matthew 11:30, Matthew 13:44-45, Matthew 16:24, Romans 3:24
Topics: "Costly Grace", "Following Christ"

Description

Dietrich Bonhoeffer preaches about the concept of costly grace, emphasizing that it is the treasure worth
sacrificing everything for, like selling all possessions or giving up sinful habits to follow Christ. He explains
that costly grace is the gospel that needs to be continually sought, a gift that must be requested, and a
door that requires persistent knocking. Bonhoeffer highlights that this grace is both demanding and
liberating, as it calls believers to follow Jesus at all costs, even if it means giving up their lives, yet
ultimately offering the truest life and justification for sinners through God's sacrifice of His Son.

Transcript

"Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will gladly go and sell all that he
has. It is the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of
Christ, for whose sake of one will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus
Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him.

Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the
door at which a man must knock.

Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ.
It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life.

It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly
because it cost God the life of his Son: "ye were bought at a price," and and what has cost God much
cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay
for our life, but delivered him up for us. . .

. . . Grace is costly because it compels a man to submit to the yoke of Christ and follow him; it is grace
because Jesus says: "my yoke is easy and my burden light." { p. 45}
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