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A Mother Dies That Her Boy May Live
by D.L. Moody

Christ's sacrifice for us is a reflection of the depth of love and willingness to give one's life for others, as seen in

the mother's sacrifice in the story.

Scripture: Isaiah 53:5, John 10:11, John 15:13, Romans 5:8, Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 5:2, Hebrews 9:28, 1 Peter 2:24, 1
John 3:16, 1 John 4:9-10

Topics: "Sacrifice", "Christ's Love"

Description

D.L. Moody shares a poignant story of a mother who sacrifices her life for her son during a ship fire,
illustrating the profound love and selflessness that mirrors Christ's sacrifice for humanity. As the mother
places her son in a lifeboat, she implores him to tell his father that she died in his place, symbolizing the
ultimate act of love. Moody emphasizes that just as the mother gave her life for her child, Christ laid down
His life for us, urging listeners to respond with love and loyalty to such a Savior. He reminds us of the
necessity of Christ in our lives, especially in times of need and at the end of our earthly journey. The
sermon calls for a deep appreciation of Christ's sacrifice and a commitment to live in loyalty to Him.

Transcript

When the California gold fever broke out, a man went there, leaving his wife in New England with his boy.
As soon as he got on and was successful he was to send for them. It was a long time before he
succeeded, but at last he got money enough to send for them. The wife's heart leaped with joy. She took
her boy to New York, got on board a Pacific steamer, and sailed away to San Francisco. They had not
been long at sea before the cry of "Fire! fire!" rang through the ship, and rapidly it gained on them.

There was a powder magazine on board, and the captain knew the moment the fire reached the powder,
every man, woman, and child must perish. They got out the life-boats, but they were too small! In a minute
they were overcrowded. The last one was just pushing away, when the mother pleaded with them to take
her and her boy. "No, they said, "we have got as many as we can hold." She entreated them so earnestly
that at last they said they would take one more. Do you think she leaped into that boat and left her boy to
die?

No! She seized her boy, gave him one last hug, kissed him, and dropped him over into the boat. "My boy,"
she said, "if you live to see your father, tell him I died in your place." This is a faint type of what Christ has
done for us. He laid down his life for us. He died that we might live. Now, will you not love Him? What
would you say of that young man if he should speak contemptuously of such a Savior? May God make us
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loyal to Christ! My friends, you will need Him one day. You will need Him when you come to cross the
swellings of Jordan. You will need Him when you stand at the bar of God.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/dl-moody/a-mother-dies-that-her-boy-may-live/
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