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Reservoir of Love
by D.L. Moody

The sermon emphasizes the importance of love in serving God and being a co-worker with Him, highlighting that

love is the only tree that can produce fruit acceptable to God.

Scripture: Matthew 5:44, John 13:34-35, Romans 5:5, 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, Galatians 5:22-23, Ephesians 4:2, Colossians
3:14, Titus 2:1, 1 Peter 4:8, 1 John 4:8

Topics: "Divine Love", "Service to God"

Description

D.L. Moody emphasizes the paramount importance of love in the Christian life, asserting that while human
love is flawed and limited, Divine love is perfect and boundless, flowing from the Holy Spirit. He argues
that true service to God cannot occur without love, as it is the essential fruit of the Spirit and the only
acceptable offering in God's work. Moody warns against the dangers of being sound in faith yet lacking in
love and patience, highlighting that irritability and impatience can hinder one's ability to serve effectively.
He encourages believers to cultivate a love that transcends personal grievances and to remember the
transformative power of God's love in their hearts. Ultimately, Moody calls for a return to the love that
characterizes the heart of a true follower of Christ.

Transcript

We read that the fruit of the Spirit is love. God is love, Christ is love, and we should not be surprised to
read about the love of the Spirit. What a blessed attribute is this. May I call it the dome of the temple of the
graces. Better still, it is the crown of crowns worn by the Triune God. Human love is a natural emotion
which flows forth towards the object of our affections. But Divine love is as high above human love as the
heaven is above the earth. The natural man is of the earth, earthy, and however pure his love may be, it is
weak and imperfect at best. But the love of God is perfect and entire, wanting nothing. It is as mighty
ocean in its greatness, dwelling with and flowing from the Eternal Spirit.

In Romans 5:5, we read: "And hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given to us."

Now if we are co-workers with God, there is one thing we must possess, and that is love. A man may be a
very successful lawyer and have no love for his clients, and yet get on very well. A man may be a very
successful physician and have no love for his patients, and yet be a very good physician; a man may be a
very successful merchant and have no love for his customers, and yet he may do a good business and
succeed; but no man can be a co-worker with God without love. If our service is mere profession on our
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part, the quicker we renounce it the better. If a man takes up God's work as he would take up any
profession, the sooner he gets out of it the better.

We can not work for God without love. It is the only tree that can produce fruit on this sin-cursed earth, that
is acceptable to God. If I have no love for God nor for my fellow man, then I can not work acceptably. I am
like sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. We are told that the "love of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost." Now, if we have had that love shed abroad in our hearts, we are ready for God's
service; if we have not, we are not ready. It is so easy to reach a man when you love him; all barriers are
broken down and swept away.

Paul when writing to Titus, second chapter and first verse, tells him to be sound in faith, in charity, and in
patience. Now in this age, ever since I can remember, the Church has been very jealous about men being
unsound in the faith. If a man becomes unsound in the faith, they draw their ecclesiastical sword and cut
at him; but he may be ever so unsound in love, and they don't say anything. He may be ever so defective
in patience; he may be irritable and fretful all the time, but they never deal with him. Now the Bible teaches
us, that we are not only to be sound in the faith, but in charity and in patience. I believe God can not use
many of His servants, because they are full of irritability and impatience; they are fretting all the time, from
morning until night. God can not use them; their mouths are sealed; they can not speak for Jesus Christ,
and if they have not love, they can not work for God. I do not mean love for those that love me; it don't take
grace to do that; The rudest Hottentot in the world can do that; the vilest man that every walked the earth
can do that. It don't take any grace at all I did that before I ever became a Christian. Love begets love;
hatred begets hatred. If I know a man loves me first, I know my love will be going out towards him.
Suppose a man comes to me, saying, "Mr. Moody, a certain man told me today that he thought you were
the meanest man living." Well, if I didn't have a good deal of the grace of God in my heart, then I know
there would be hard feelings that would spring up in my heart against that man, and it would not be long
before I would be talking against him. Hatred begets hatred. But suppose a man comes to me and says,
"Mr. Moody, do you know that such a man that I met today says that he thinks a great deal of you?" and
though I may never have heard of him, there would be love springing up in my heart. Love begets love; we
all know that; but it takes the grace of God to love the man that lies about me, the man that slanders me,
the man that is trying to tear down my character; it takes the grace of God to love that man. You may hate
the sin he has committed; there is a difference between the sin and the sinner; you may hate the one with
a perfect hatred, but you must love the sinner. I can not otherwise do him any good. Now you know the
first impulse of a young convert is to love. Do you remember the day you was converted? Was not your
heart full of sweet peace and love?
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