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What Wins
by D.L. Moody

The key to winning others to Christ is to live an even Christian life, adorned with the graces of the Spirit, and to

demonstrate love and consistency in our faith.

Scripture: Galatians 5:22

Topics: "The Power of Love", "Living a Christ-like Life"

Description

D.L. Moody emphasizes that the most effective way to win our families and neighbors to Christ is by living
a life that exemplifies the teachings of Jesus. He argues that embodying virtues such as peace, joy, love,
and temperance creates a silent yet powerful influence that can draw others to faith. Moody warns against
the dangers of an inconsistent Christian life, which can repel those we wish to reach. He highlights that
true love is the key to unlocking hearts and that genuine actions rooted in love can lead to transformation.
Ultimately, he calls for believers to grow in grace and reflect God's glory in their daily lives.

Transcript

A great many parents have inquired of me how to win their children. They say they have talked with them,
and sometimes they have scolded them and have lectured them, and signally failed. I think there is no way
so sure to win our families and our neighbors, and those about whom we are anxious, to Christ, than just
to adorn the doctrine of Jesus Christ in our lives, and grow in all these graces. If we have peace and joy
and love and gentleness and goodness and temperance; not only being temperate in what we drink, but in
what we eat, and temperate in our language, guarded in our expressions; if we just live in our homes as
the Lord would have us, an even Christian life day by day, we shall have a quiet and silent power
proceeding from us, that will constrain them to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. But an uneven life, hot
today and cold tomorrow, will only repel. Many are watching God's people. It is just the very worst thing
that can happen to those whom we want to win to Christ, to see us, at any time, in a cold, backslidden
state. This is not the normal condition of the Church; it is not God's intention; He would have us growing in
all these graces, and the only true, happy, Christian life is to be growing, constantly growing in the love
and favor of God, growing in all those delightful graces of the Spirit.

Even the vilest, the most impure, acknowledge the power of goodness; they recognize the fruit of the
Spirit. It may condemn their lives and cause them to say bitter things at times, but down deep in their
hearts they know that the man or woman who is living that kind of life, is superior to them. The world don't
satisfy them, and if we can show the world that Jesus Christ does satisfy us in our present life, it will be
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more powerful than the eloquent words of professional reformers. A man may preach with the eloquence
of an angel, but if he don't live what he preaches, and act out in his home and his business what he
professes, his testimony goes for naught, and the people say it is all hypocrisy after all; it is all a sham.
Words are very empty, if there is nothing back of them. Your testimony is poor and worthless, if there is
not a record back of that testimony consistent with what you profess. What we need is to pray to God to lift
us up out of this low, cold, formal state that we have been living in, that we may live in the atmosphere of
God continually, and that the Lord may lift upon us the light of his countenance, and that we may shine in
this world, reflecting His grace and glory.

The first of the graces spoken of in Galatians, and the last mentioned in Peter, is charity or love. We can
not serve God, we can not work for God unless we have love. That is the key which unlocks the human
heart. If I can prove to a man that I come to him out of pure love; if a mother shows by her actions that it is
pure love that prompts her advising her boy to lead a different life, not a selfish love, but that it is for the
glory of God, it won't be long before that mother's influence will be felt by that boy, and he will begin to
think about this matter, because true love touches the heart quicker than anything else.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/dl-moody/what-wins/
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