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3 Days in the Tomb
by Don Courville

The resurrection life is the power of Christ living in us, delivering us from sin and giving us a new life in Christ.

Duration: 35:50

Scripture: Leviticus 23:32, Jonah 2:4-7, Jonah 2:9, John 19:14

Topics: "Resurrection"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker personifies Father Time and Death, engaging in a conversation about the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Father Time questions why Death is watching over one specific grave instead
of carrying out his usual duties. Death explains that Jesus had claimed he would rise from the dead after
three days, and Death is waiting to see if it will happen. Father Time expresses skepticism, as he has
never seen anyone come back to life. However, when Father Time returns the next day, he finds Death
trembling and defeated, indicating that Jesus has indeed risen from the dead.

Transcript

Well, we're glad to be back with you again today live on Eagle's Wings. And before I forget it, I will say that
we did have a new baby last Sunday afternoon, and we named her Hannah Grace. Thank you for your
prayers.

It was good to talk with a couple of you. One of you after the message last week, and then one through the
week. Let's have a word of prayer and ask God to lead us in the direction that he'd want us to go this
morning.

Heavenly Father, we bow in your presence and we live in your presence. You said you'd never leave us
nor forsake us. We thank you for the blessings of life.

We thank you that we can know you through the Lord Jesus Christ. You say in your word, he that has the
son has life and he that has not the son does not have life. We pray for those listening that do not have
life, that they would come to see that life is not just going to church, not just being baptized, just not doing
good works, but it's knowing Jesus.

And this is eternal life, that they might know thee, the only true God in Jesus Christ, your son. You say in
your word that you came to give us life. The Lord Jesus said, I am the way, the truth, and the life.
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And we pray, Father, for the anointing of your spirit on us. I pray that my mouth would be anointed to
speak the things that you want, that our ears would be anointed to hear the things that you want, that we'd
be tuned in to the message of the spirit for the church for this hour. Father, pray for your blessing on the
folks.

I pray for those that are hurting and suffering, those that maybe have disease, that they would follow your
scripture, scriptural guidelines, and call for the elders of the church, that they might receive the blessing
and encouragement, and possibly if you would desire the healing. I pray for those that are discouraged,
that you would encourage them. I pray for those that are downhearted, that you lift them up.

I pray for those that have no hope, that you'd give them hope. We thank you for this time of the year when
we remember the resurrection of Christ. And actually, Father, for those of us that live in the power of the
resurrection, we experience and celebrate this every day.

But we pray that this time of the year would give hope to those that are lonely, to those that see no light at
the end of the tunnel, that they be brought to Jesus Christ, who is the light of the world. I pray, Father, now
that we would glory in you, and that you would receive the glory. We pray that your word would
accomplish that, would you please, that it would not return into you void.

This is your word, that you've said it. You said, if any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God. If
any man minister, let him do it as of the ability that God giveth.

And Father, you said that through this, that you would be glorified. And this is our prayer in Jesus' name.
Amen.

Well, I've been having a good time with the Lord Jesus and just trying to stay focused on which direction
he wants us to go through the day. I was encouraged this morning by my wife, and I think what I shared
with her encouraged her in return, as God is teaching me to spend time with him. Yesterday, I spent most
of the time with the Lord out in my little camper.

And then sometimes I go out and spend the whole night just out there. And last night, just before I went to
sleep, I was meditating on the Lord and in the word and in my sleep. Just before I went to sleep, he
brought this passage before me about the potter, how the potter is to be soft and pliable in the potter's
hands.

And that was just in my mind that the Lord wants us to be soft and pliable. And I went in this morning and
saw my wife, and she'd encouraged me to spend that night last night with the Lord again. And the baby,
when we got this new little baby and we recognize when this baby sleeps all day, it's going to have an
uptime and it's during the middle of the night.

And I come in this morning, she said that she prayed those verses about the potter for me. And when I
shared how that came into my heart, it just encouraged us. We should be praying for one another
continually.

You know, this thing of the resurrection is a tremendous, powerful truth. It is actually the heart of the
gospel. I have before me some notes, a study I did a few years ago.

I don't know if we'll go over them or not. We'll just see how the Lord leads us. And I did a study through the
book of Acts on the resurrection.
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You know, the resurrection was the central theme of Acts. This is the thing that got them in trouble that
they preached back about. And it was the thing that they didn't want to hear.

The power of the resurrection was demonstrated in their lives. And this is why we don't see a lot of things
happening sometimes in their lives. We'll preach about the resurrection, but the power of it is not seen in
our lives.

What is seen is the power of self. I was just thinking about a couple passages that Paul wrote that are so
central in the gospels, in the preaching of the cross. One was where he said, I am crucified with Christ.

Now, crucifixion does you no good unless there's a resurrection. He said, I am crucified. There came a day
when I died.

He said, there came a day when he died in Christ. And then also a day when he died to self. He said, I am
crucified with Christ.

When Christ died on the cross, I died there. You died there in Christ. He said, nevertheless, I live.

Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me in the life which I now live in the flesh. I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me. You know what the next verse says? He says, I do not frustrate
the grace of God.

For if righteousness came by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. You know, I think many times we are
frustrating the grace of God. He says, I do not frustrate the grace of God.

He recognized that righteousness didn't come through the law. He recognized that righteousness came
through the shed blood of Christ and through the death and burial and resurrection of Christ. Everything
came to him that was needed, and it came to us also.

And if we cannot save ourselves by our own good works, then we also cannot live a righteous life by our
own good works. It is Christ that lives in us. It is the living presence of Jesus that draws people.

I was just thinking last night how the last town we left about a year and a half ago, I guess. We went in
there. We didn't know very many people.

I think we maybe knew a half a dozen people or maybe up to a dozen. And when we left, how there was a
gathering in the city park, and they'd rented a building, a lot of our friends, and had a going away party.
You know, as you go through life, you should be gathering around you friends that you have made
acquaintance with.

And it comes, this deepness of the resurrection life of Christ draws people to the Jesus that abides in you.
And actually, there should be in your realm a group of friends, a body of people that your life has impacted
on many. Maybe you've got saved through your testimony.

Many who have been brought out of the bondage of some kind of prison that they've been set free
because of the influence of your life. I was just thinking about this morning as I was driving in here, how
Bill Stewart invested his life in my life when we were over in Turkey and we were in the service. He
invested his life.
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He died to his time, to what he would want to do, and invested into me so that I in turn could grow in Christ
and invest in others. And Bill works over in, he's a missionary over in Korea, reaching the servicemen. I
was thinking how neat this was, that the Lord allowed me to have an impact, a small impact in another
man's life out in Colorado.

And he is working with servicemen. And I don't know where he is for sure. The last time I knew he was
working near an army camp.

But this is the power of the resurrected life. Actually, the most powerful, I believe, passage on the
resurrection life is Romans 6. We should understand Romans 6. We should know it. So many things come
in to water down the word.

I was just, maybe if I just took you through Romans 6 with no deep doctrinal dissertation, but just to talk
about it a little bit. And I'd like to share with you also, if we get into a little bit more time, I'd like to share
with you about one of the things that has so decimated the power of the resurrection. And it takes away, it
waters it down.

And this is how Satan has attacked the resurrection. You know, he attacks, he attacked the birth of Christ
and he's got everybody zeroed in on Santa Claus, Santana. And what's he done to attack Christianity in
the area of the resurrection? Has it been the Easter Bunny and getting little chicks and focusing in on
fertility and eggs and baskets and all that kind of stuff? That is a deviation from it.

But there's been a more subtle attack that we as Christians have gone into. I don't want to get into that
with you. It's one of our traditions.

And I was just thinking this morning, coming in, how as God has broke me to be free to him. Many times
I've had to walk across the traditions of men and men don't like to have their traditions trampled on. It's our
traditions.

And many times we've lifted them up into the place of almost scripture. And if we dare to tamper with
them, then we get upset. I was remembering how my good friend, Wes, my exhorter friend, oh, it must've
been about three years ago.

He was given the service. And I'm getting a lot of bunny trails on here. I hope I can get back to where I
was supposed to be.

But anyway, he was given the freedom one evening, Sunday evening to have the service. And the pastor
was gone. And everybody came into the church.

It was fun. We really had some fun times together. He is an old cowboy from southeastern Colorado.

You never knew when he might come into church with his horse. You never know. He was a wild guy.

He loved Jesus and knew how to walk in the power of the spirit. But everybody come in one Sunday
evening and the front pews, he'd taken a screwdriver and unscrewed the front pews and made them in a
semi-circle up around the front of the church. And I was there early and it was really neat to watch people
come in.

They looked at that and they all sat in the back of the church like they were scared. And, you know, just
like cows scared of this crowd up there. Well, we got them all crowd up there in the front.
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And the point of this thing was, is to teach them to learn to be free and to share one another. And before
the evening was over, there was confession of sins being made to one another. There was an
experiencing of the resurrection life of Christ.

They were being set free. You see, they were used to doing the same thing over and over and over. And I
recognize we have to be careful with people.

We might really get them mad and upset. And the pastor, when he got home, he didn't like that. He was
pretty upset over that.

But actually, the point was made that they need to be set free. And actually, this is the resurrection life.
You are free.

And when you wake up in the morning, you turn your life over to the Lord. You die to yourself. Paul said, I
die daily.

And you are free for Jesus to work through your life that day. And you will be as the potter has the clay.
You will be soft and pliable in his hands.

My wife said to me yesterday, she's just amazed how my days get rearranged and reordered. We never
know what's going to happen. I make my plans and hardly ever have my plans come about.

The Lord is my plan and he should be your plan. When I get upset and if I get a little ouchy or whatever,
then that shows that I am taking my eyes off the Lord Jesus. Matter of fact, this morning at church, if the
Lord continues to lead us in this direction, we're going to see how the Lord so tenderly leads us to keep
our eyes on him all the time.

And just like Peter, we take our eyes off him and we begin to sink. Now, Romans six. What shall we say
then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? You see, Paul is saying that the power of the
resurrection life delivers you from the power of sin.

Has it had a practical effect in your life? Has this thing of being born again had a practical effect in your life
where you've been delivered from the power of sin? You say, well, no, I'm continuing on the way that I've
always continued. When I received Christ, didn't anything much happen different? My friend, this Bible
says, the scripture says, therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. The old things have
passed away.

The new things have come. And I remember when that happened in my life, I was shocked. I never did
know what the Christian life was.

And and actually it is a it is a coming to learn a new life. And the earlier you learn it, the better it will be. I
was thinking about our children just yesterday.

Oh, Lord, help them to get a hold of this truth of the cross and the resurrection life. You see, the power of
the cross is no good without the resurrection. And Paul says, what shall we say then? Shall we continue in
sin that grace may abound? He says, God forbid.

How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein? Know you not that so many of us, as were
baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death? He says, don't you know that it just as Christ
went through a death process, we also have gone through a death process. A death process is not
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comfortable. We don't like it.

The flesta doesn't like it. The Lord Jesus didn't like it any more than you and I like it. He said, my father, if it
be possible, let this cup pass from me.

But unless we go through this death process, death to self identifying with his death, we will not be buried
with him. As it says, therefore, we are buried with him by baptism into death that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the Father. And here's the good part.

Even so, we also should walk in newness of life. This is the resurrection life. He said, for if we have been
planted together, I'm in verse five of Roman six, for if we have been planted together in the likeness of his
death, you see, we we don't have the same death many times.

Many people think it's death to crawl on their knees as I was over in Rome, crawl upstairs and then say
some prayers at the top to this shrine or to make some pilgrimage in some kind of unusual way or to sit up
on a pole for 50 years or whatever that that's death. No, that's not death that produces the life of Christ. It's
dying to my desires.

Actually, your will being crucified, having no will of your own, not my will, but thine be done. The Lord
Jesus gave us that pattern. We go through this death.

We enter into the resurrection life and we walk in this newness of life. This newness of life is not you
having some kind of new life. The newness of life is the life of Jesus.

This is what's new. This is why the old things were passed away. Once you taste the life of Jesus, you
don't want to go back.

Once you drank all polluted water and and tasted some good, fresh spring water, you don't want to go
back. Once you've tasted the power of the Holy Spirit and the resurrection power of Christ in your life, you
don't want to go back. And when you do go back, you're miserable.

But you know, the sad fact is many of us do go back. He says, if we have been planted together, verse
five, in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection. He said we shall be
also.

So if we're not living in the likeness of his resurrection, then you might ask yourself and I might ought to
consider this every day. Have I really identified with the likeness of his death? Let me tell you, the Bible
says, knowing this, he says, knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him. This old power of Satan
was crucified.

The old man was crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin. If you go on over later on, he says, don't you know that the one you serve, that's the one that's
your master? He says, don't you know very clearly? He makes it very clearly that the one you serve is your
master. He said, know you not that to whom you yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants you are to
whom you obey, whether of sin unto death or of obedience unto righteousness.

If there's no resurrection power of Christ in your life, then there's an area where you have refused to obey
God in. I know that when the power of God ceases to work in my life, I have to come back to where I left
off, where I disobeyed God, and it may have seemed like just such a small thing. I was thinking about this
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yesterday, and walking with Christ, and living in the power of the resurrection life.

There are no small things. Everything matters. When the Lord tells you to do some little something, you
better do it.

You see, many times we think, well, little things don't matter, but it's the little foxes that spoil the vines, and
one of the reasons our churches are in such a mess is because we have not obeyed God on the little
things. We think we've got the bases all covered because we got the big things. We're doing the big
things.

We're doing what God wants, but it's the little things that we're not doing that's getting us in trouble. You
get enough little things in your life, and they pile up. They begin to weigh.

So he says, knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin, for he that is dead is freed from sin. Are you free from sin? You
say, well, I'm struggling. Well, then all struggle is evidence of not being free.

All struggle is evidence of having an area in your life of not being yielded to Jesus Christ. I don't know
what yours is. God will tell you what it is.

You come, but if you are completely dead to self, dead to sin, and alive to the Spirit, you will be free from
the power of sin. Now, if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him, knowing that
Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more, death hath no more dominion over him. See, there's
more than having our life free now.

We have our life free for eternity. There is the hereafter, and there is the now. Many of us have focused on
the hereafter so much, we've never got the now down pat.

We're looking for the sweet by and by, but our present is uncomfortable. It's miserable. Now, this isn't to
say that we're not going to have problems in life.

I've got just as many problems as you do. I've got just as many. I'll give you some if you don't have
enough.

That's not the point. It's what do you do with your problems? Who are you letting guide you through your
problems? What are you learning about the resurrection life of Christ, the presence of the Lord through
those problems? How are you learning more of the sweetness of God's presence and the divine
excitement of his will for your life? And he says in Romans 7 and verse 9, knowing that Christ being raised
from the dead dieth no more, death hath no more dominion over him, for in that he died, he died into sin
once, but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. You know, has there ever come a day in your life when you
really just died, died to self? You came before the Lord and you say, Lord, I am dead.

Now my life will be Christ. I'm totally yielded to you. Has there ever been a day like that? He says,
likewise, reckon you also yourselves to be dead indeed into sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

In our service this morning, we're going to be talking about reckoning at Maranatha Baptist Church when
we're going to talk about this area of counting on it, counting on the Lord. And what happens when we
don't count on the Lord? You know what happens? Give you a little preview. We get hard.
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We get hard hearted. And when we get hard, we're not restful. We're not in his rest.

He says, likewise, reckon you also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your body, in your mortal body, that you should obey it
in the lust thereof. Neither yield you your members as instruments of righteousness unto sin, but yield
yourselves unto God.

As those that are alive from the dead, there is the resurrection principle to be in a practical aspect alive
from the dead. And your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. In verse 14, for sin shall not
have dominion over you.

This is the law of God for the believer. Sin is not to have dominion over you, for you're not under the law,
but under grace. And Paul, he went on to say, what then shall we sin because we're not under the law, but
under grace? He says, listen, God forbids us to live under the dominion of sin.

And the reason this is so strong and so emphatic and such a powerful command from God is because it is
an absolute contrary contradiction to the resurrection life of Christ. He delivered us from the penalty of sin
and also from the power of sin. Now, in the last few minutes here, and I didn't think I was going to go over
time, but I want to share with you just a couple minutes about a tradition that we have.

We have a tradition at Easter that is unscriptural, and it's what I call the Good Friday tradition. Jesus was
not crucified on Friday. If you have ever studied your Bible out, you're going to find some tremendous
problems.

Jesus was not crucified on Friday. He cannot be in the grave three days and three nights. The scriptures
does not teach that he was crucified on Friday.

And by the way, this is taught in the Old Testament. The whole basis of it is taught in the Old Testament.
It's because of us accepting the tradition of Satan that we will worship the ways of Satan and the ways of
man, the traditions of man that he picks up from him.

The Good Friday tradition, Christ was crucified on Wednesday. You look at the scriptures, you look out the
Jewish days and you'll see that he was crucified on Wednesday. And not only this, Jonah didn't stay alive
in that fish.

He died. Jonah was resurrected. The Lord, they ask him for testimony.

He says, as Jonah was three days and three nights, he says, that's the way I'm going to be. How was
Jonah? Was he alive? How was Jesus? Did he stay alive in that grave? No, he died, went into the grave
and did some other things, went down the shield, did some visiting around, set some captives free when
he came through. Jonah died.

You read Jonah chapter two and you have the testimony of a man that died. He said, I am cast out of thy
sight, yet I will look again to thy holy temple. He said, for thou has cast me into the deep in the midst of the
seas.

The floods can pass me about all thy billows and thy waves passed over me. This was the testimony of a
drowning man. He said, the waters can pass me about even to the soul.
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The depth closed me round about. The weeds were wrapped around my head. I went down to the bottoms
of the mountains.

He went more than to the bottom of the ocean. He went down into the earth. The earth with her bars was
about me forever.

Yet has thou brought up my life from corruption. Oh, Lord, my God, that's a resurrection testimony. You
know, the Jewish day began at sundown and ended at sundown.

It was not from midnight to midnight as we do it as generally observed today in the Bible. The 24 hour day
began in the evening, and this was established in Genesis one, four and five. And you come on through.

This method is still observed by the Orthodox Jews in their feast days and their Sabbath days. The first
day of the week on which Jesus rose began at six o'clock of our own Saturday evening. And that's Jesus
probably rose as soon as sundown.

He came out of that grave. There was no more need for him to stay there. And we'll we'll think that he rose
Sunday morning, but he'd probably already been out of the grave about 12 hours by then.

But immediately after sundown on Saturday evening, I believe he came up. Sign two. And to dawn toward
the first day of the week came Mary Magdalene.

That word is in the plural. That means in the end of the Sabbaths. And actually, if you'll learn, if you'll study
the Old Testament, you'll find out that there were several Sabbath days there.

And this was a special time because this was the Passover time. This was also the year of Jubilee. And
the preparation was there.

They were preparing for the Passover. This was the day of preparation would have been Wednesday. The
Passover would have been Thursday.

And if you go through the scriptures and and I'm getting cut a little short this morning on this, and I plan on
showing you how how the scriptures you go through the scriptures, Matthew 28, Mark 16, you'll see that
when she came to the tomb, Jesus was already gone. If Jesus died according to the Good Friday tradition
and arose on the next Saturday evening, he couldn't have been in the grave three days and three nights.
This is why this tradition has come up.

It's to attack the validity and the power of Christ. They put him into the grave just before they just barely
got him in there. The time was squeezing in Wednesday evening.

They got him in. He was in Wednesday evening, Thursday evening and Friday evening. And and then he
arose.

He rose Saturday evening. He was dead three days and three nights. Now, if Jesus died according to the
Good Friday tradition and arose on the next Saturday evening, he couldn't have been in the grave three
days and three nights.

Now, I'm going to give you a little challenge. You do some studying on this. This is important to remember,
because these four things.
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One, it's important because on it depends the truthfulness and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ himself.
Another reason it's important. While Jesus was here, his authority as the son of God was challenged by
the scribes and the Pharisees.

They asked for evidence of his authority. And as evidence of his authority, he gave them the testimony
about Jonah. This is why the liberals, you go into liberal colleges, they hate the book of Jonah.

They attack it. Even in secular colleges and schools, they attack the book of Jonah. They say, you don't
believe this fish story, do you? They attack it.

But when the truth of it is presented to them, it takes all the water out of their jar. All the steam is out. It's
all gone.

When you open up the scriptures and you say, listen, Jonah died. They'll say a man can't stay alive, but a
man can stay alive. It's been proven that men can stay alive.

There's one man that had been found after 48 hours. They'd been swallowed by a fish. This has been
done.

But for a man to die and come back alive three days later, that's different. And that's what happened. So
while Jesus was here, he gave them this authority.

This is in Matthew 12, 38. If you want to look it up. To this, Jesus gave the reply.

This is Matthew 12, 40. When he referred to being in the earth three days and three nights, as Jonah was
three days and three nights in the fish's belly. Here's another reason this is important.

Jesus stakes his authority as the son of God on being in the tomb for three days and three nights. If he
was not, then his authority was no good. This is why Satan's launched such a strong attack against the
resurrection of Christ.

Very subtle. Many Christians have followed it by observing this Good Friday tradition. It's originated with a
misunderstanding of a statement that the day following the crucifixion was to be the Sabbath.

We think, well, that's Saturday. No. If you go back and you look in the scriptures, you'll find in Leviticus 23,
there were many Sabbath days in the Jewish ceremony year.

All were referred to as the Sabbath. You look at Leviticus 23, 32 and 39. The Sabbath did not always refer
to the seventh day of the week.

The Sabbath following the crucifixion was the Passover Sabbath. This is where you can go back to John
19 and verse 14. And it was the preparation of the Passover.

This is Leviticus 23, 5. In about the sixth hour, he Pilate said unto the Jews, behold your king. This was the
14th of the first month. John 19, 31.

This Sabbath was a very special high day. It was an unusual Sabbath, not the common weekly Sabbath.
As I said, we were moving in to the year of Jubilee.

Jesus was right on schedule. We are off schedule. We have taken the tradition of man and we have
missed the powerful point of the resurrection of Christ.
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When you come around to Saturday, that was the 16th. You had the 14th, the 15th and the 16th. Matthew
28, 1. The word Sabbath in the Greek is Sabaton.

And that literally reads in the end of the Sabbath days. The whole thing has been messed up in thinking
that the scripture in Matthew meant one Sabbath. Well, it was after the Sabbath that had to be Saturday.

No, you go back to Leviticus and it's all laid out very simply for you. Saturday was the 16th of the weekly
Sabbath. That was the 16th of the month.

So there was no Friday crucifixion. Matthew 28, 1. There was a Wednesday crucifixion. And there was not
a Sunday morning resurrection as we would traditionally form, but probably a Saturday evening
resurrection.

I mean, if you've been in a prison for three days and they open the door up, you're going to wait around for
a few more hours. Jesus had no more need to wait around. So the scriptural teaching should be observed
and not follow traditions.

This is just one. We have many that we follow as Christians. And these things are designed by Satan to
draw us into his church.

He's putting together a world church. And we some, you know, I was just looking and reading. Somebody
sent me an article on Lent.

Some follow Lent. Now, I'm not a Catholic. I wouldn't be a Catholic.

It's that religion is a mixture of Christianity and paganism. It comes back from Babylon. But Lent is a
Babylonian practice.

Why would a supposedly Christian church follow that? And there's many other things. Listen, I want God
to bless you. I'm sharing these things with you so that you will understand that we must follow the book.

If the tradition goes along with the book, the Bible, the word of God, then that's fine. God gives us some
freedom. It's not all traditions are bad.

But if we'll set up traditions that are unscriptural and observe them and pay close attention to them in such
ways that we have deep religious ceremonies like the Good Friday tradition, excuse me, then we get
ourselves into trouble. Listen, I want to close off with a little poem if I can to have a couple minutes here.
This is by Elwood McQuaid.

I found this in this magazine. He's with Friends of Israel. But as you get into this week, really focus in on
the purpose of the death of Christ and the resurrection.

It was to set you free. It was to deliver you from the power of death. He came to deliver us.

And here's a little poem that Elwood gave to show us how Christ conquered death. We don't have to be
afraid of death. He set us free.

And then when I'm done with this, we'll be done. Father Time Met pale King Death, sitting by a tomb.
Hello, old friend.
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I guess you're here to seal somebody's doom. You might say that, sly Death replied. A smile slid up his
face.

Inside reposes that Jesus man who said he'd saved the race. And you, Time, why you stopping here?
Don't you have things to do? I come each day to draw the veil and let the morning through. Say, why you
watching just one grave with all your vast domain? Looks like you'd be out rambling around and smiting
folks with pain.

Well, this one's something special, he challenged me, they say. Said he'd rest here just three days, then
stir and walk away. Now, I'm the conqueror, you know.

They don't talk up to me. When I steps in to cut him down, it's for eternity. I sure can testify to that,
responded Father Time.

I ain't seen one shake off the dust since you been in your prime. Well, I got other things to do. I must be on
my way.

I'll see you when I come back to make another day. So whiskered Time went up the hill to bid the sun to
rise. He left Death standing by the tomb, looking strong and wise.

Next day Time ambled by again. And how are things, he queried. Kind of quiet, Death replied.

I'm starting to be wearied. I won't be here when you come by about this time tomorrow. I'm anxious to be
on my way and spread some grief and sorrow.

Now, Father Time was quite surprised when he came back to see Death a-quivering on the ground in
frightful agony. His eyes were set, his throat was marked, his clothes in disarray. It wasn't difficult to see
that Death had had his day.

What happened, Death? asked Father Time. What makes you look so bad? I never seen you shake this
way or seem so scared and sad. Death pulled himself up on a rock, a-looking sick and humble.

Hung his head and wrung his hands. And Time could hear him mumble. What's sitting here before the
dawn? About to take my stroll.

When all at once this whole wide world began to reel and roll. That rolling stone jumped off the door and
skipped on down the hill. Then everything grew dark and quiet.

Seemed like the earth stood still. I saw him standing in the door. He didn't move or speak.

Just looked at me. And all at once I felt so tired and weak. He came and got a hold on me and threw me to
the ground.

Put his foot here on my neck and then took the keys and a crown. Two angels came to talk with him. They
glistened like the sun.

He said the plan's all finished now. Redemption's work is done. As they passed the garden gate I heard
him say just then.

He's setting free my captives and giving gifts to men. Time and Death met once again off yonder by the
gate. It's good to see you, said old Time.
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I've wondered about your fate. I'm just a slowly servant now. There's a little time to roam.

I just push open this old gate and help the Saints get home. God bless you, my friend.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/20/SID20185.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/don-courville/3-days-in-the-tomb/
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