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The Fear of God (01) Introduction
by Don Courville

The fear of God is a deep reverence and respect for Him, which leads to obedience and worship.

Duration: 1:04:11

Scripture: 1 Samuel 4:11, 1 Chronicles 13:9-10, 1 Corinthians 11:30-32, 1 Peter 2:17

Topics: "Fear Of God"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker shares a personal experience of witnessing a man struggling to walk and
falling down. Instead of laughing, the speaker realizes that this is an opportunity from God. The sermon
then focuses on the theme of fear, specifically the fear of God. The speaker emphasizes the importance of
living with the fear of God in our lives and how it should impact our worship. The sermon concludes with
the speaker sharing seven lessons about the fear of God and the need to have more love for God in our
hearts.

Transcript

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter. Fear God, and keep His commandments, for this is the
whole duty of man. Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter.

Fear God, and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. Let's pray. Now, Father, this is
an amazing Word that You've given us.

And I know from the little bit that I've learned from meditating on this in the last month or so, it has
hopefully began to affect me to the good. And I pray for the fresh anointing of Thy Spirit upon us this
morning, to look at Your Word and to receive it. And may You truly speak into our hearts, our spirits, on
this subject, a wonderful subject about Thyself.

And as we approach You and we come to the throne of God and we attempt to learn something from You,
we cannot do that in ourself, no more than we can do anything to save ourself. And so we'd ask that You'd
have mercy upon us and reveal the greatness of Thy Person to us. We invite You, Holy Spirit, to
completely take over and reveal the Word of God to us in Jesus' name.

Amen. I don't know how I got into this. I guess it was because I was sharing with Byron about some things.

I was learning this when we went down to Louisiana a couple weeks ago, and I must have mentioned that
I was going to share it. It's beyond me to share it. And then he reminded me this week that I'd said
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something about it, so I took it that God really wanted me to share this.

But it's beyond me. But when we were over in London, I guess the last time Joy picked up a book, there's
this bookstore there, and she picked up this book by Bunyan on the fear of God. And I decided, well, I'm
just going to look at that.

And I began to look at it, and I thought, well, I'm going to do more than look at that. I'm going to meditate
upon this in my mornings, in my devotion time. And so I began to take notes.

And so what I have today is just from Bunyan. I thought I could dress up like Bunyan and come here and
put on a hat and a coat and whatever, but I don't think I'd persuade you. We did see his grave, an amazing
man of God.

And so I'm just going to share with you his outline and verses, a lot of verses, a lot of Word. I don't have a
lot of stories and illustrations that I went into this. I think a lot of it is self-evident.

And maybe you have had the opportunity to see the fear of God come upon somebody or maybe upon
yourself. It's an amazing thing. Some, I don't know, back in the 60s, later 60s, we were tearing down a
sheep building in Omaha.

Omaha is a big place for slaughterhouses and things. And this was an old thing that somebody had
bought and a man had hired us. I don't know how I got into it through a friend.

And we were up in the rafters and knocking the rafters apart. And there was an older man there near me,
and he had a sledgehammer. And he just let out an awful string of curse words, using God's name in vain.

And the next thing he did is he swung and he missed. And he fell about 20 foot straight down and landed
right on his face. And bounced about that high off of probably 40 years of sheep manure.

Got back up, came back up there, and was very quiet the rest of the day. If there hadn't have been 40
years of sheep manure, he knew he would have been a dead man. It's a fearful thing.

The last thing he said was just using God's name in vain. Well, I'm going to take, and I'm really, I was
thinking I would attempt to go through this whole thing. And I don't know if I can do it.

I've set myself here a watch to sort of watch myself, because I have a lot of stuff. I don't have a lot of
illustrations, but I think the Word of God should do its work. It has been affecting me in a way that I needed
affected, because I tend to be, if the glass is half full, it's half empty, you know, and the negative side of
things.

So it's been helping me to see God and to respect God more and not to pay, I'm not even hardly paying
any attention to the news and stuff like that. You do that and it's going to take you down and get you
discouraged and whatever. Just focusing on God and listening, not even listening to radio programs.

I like to listen to some preachers, just mostly just listening to God. So I'm going to share with you. I've got
a lot of verses, and basically I'll give you an outline of what I'm going to do.

And if you want to get my notes, I've got this outlined here. Afterwards you can copy. But, why should we
fear God? That's a question I ask myself.
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And so I have an introduction, I'm going to say some things by way of introduction. And Bunyan had this
for chapter one, the objects and reasons of fear. And he had five or six sections in his book.

And number one is he said it helps us to understand God himself. And so we're going to focus underneath
that today on helping us to understand God himself. And there will be three main things that I share with
you on that.

We'll look at his presence, being dreadful. And his presence is just dreadful, it's a dreadful experience. So
it helps us to understand about his presence.

And then we'll look at three things under that. Then the second thing will be about his name, that his name
is dreadful, coming from Bunyan. And then the third thing, we'll look at his worship, is to be fearful in the
church, Bunyan said.

And we'll look at four things under that. Then I have four statements in conclusion and eight lessons. Now
that's probably the way I go in my sermons about two hours later.

But we'll see if I go all the way or not. Okay, fear. Fear.

Fear of the Lord. Peter said in 1 Peter 2, 17, fear God, honor the king. He said, honor all men, love the
brotherhood, fear God.

Fear God. Fear God and honor the king. And the word means to be terrified.

Basically it means to have deep reverence and respect when it's used in a general sense. And Isaiah, I
think I shared something with you about this, about Isaiah a few weeks ago, a couple or three weeks ago.
And I'll just hit it again lightly.

Because this is one thing that really began to get me to look at this. And I don't think it was in the book. But
I began to look at the thing about the Lord Jesus Christ when it talked about Him.

And I don't even know if I marked this. Yes, I guess I did. In Isaiah 11, there was a sevenfold, six or seven
things about Christ, depending on how you interpret it.

It said in Isaiah 11, 2, and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him. The spirit of wisdom and
understanding. The spirit of counsel and might.

And the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. And then it clarifies, and of the fear of the Lord.
And it says, and shall make Him, in verse 3, of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord.

And I did a study on that. I wondered, well, what is that, quick understanding? One commentator said
three things about that. He said it's an evidence of holiness and piety in the life, in a life that's lived to
please the Father.

And two, he said it consists in a reverence for the divine commands of God. A divine reverence for God's
Word is in the life of Christ. So, it was evidenced in his life by this holiness, this piety, that he had to please
the Father.

A reverence for the Father's commands. And then a third thing, he said it was a dread of offending God.
It's a dread of offending God.
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He lived his life in such a way that he did not want to offend God. And the Bible says that the fear of the
Lord is clean. Psalms 19.

And so I began to look at that and I'm wondering, what is this about Christ? And as I dug into it deeper, it
was really quite a mystery. It was quite intriguing. It was quite baffling as I got into that.

And it basically gets into the area of his judgment and his discerning. And his inerrant, imperfect life, being
the God-man. And what it meant that the Messiah would take complete pleasure in delighting in the
holiness of Yahweh.

As one commentator said, in the holiness of God. His whole being was saturated with loving the Father
and pleasing Him. And here's what the root meaning of this is in the Hebrew.

But it had to do with smell. A fragrance. An aroma.

And it went back to Genesis 8.21 using this, Wow. And so what this meant from my weak understanding of
this, is that his life was a sweet smelling flavor to the Father. All those 33 years, his life was an aroma
well-pleasing.

Go into a room and you may have a sweet aroma. And what this also went on into is that it would give him
understanding of the Father's will. It would give him wisdom beyond his years.

It's a strange interpretation. But it said, it shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord.
The fear of the Lord would give him unusual wisdom and understanding.

And that's what I learned. And so you have things like he said, I do always those things that please Him.
And things that come out of his mouth.

All that heard him were astonished at his understanding and his knowledge. And all those things that
come out of his life. All that heard him.

And so he understood what he was doing. He understood why he was here. He understood what pleased
the Father.

He desired to spend a lot of time with the Father. Getting up really early. And someone had said the fear
he had was a holy reverence to the Father.

A holy love. And a desire just to please the Father. No fear of man.

No fear of man in his life. And so that's what got me off on to that. And I said, wow.

If that was in the life of Christ, then I think I'll pursue this a little bit farther. And so I asked this question,
why should we fear God? It's the duty of man, Solomon said. It's the highest thing that we can do on this
earth.

Is to fear God and not to fear man. Not to fear the circumstances that are around us. And it helps us to get
grace.

Hebrews 12, 28, 29 talks about us fearing God. I have a few passages marked. And some of them I'll
read.
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Some of them I might just give you the reference. Let me read that one to you. Wherefore, we receiving a
kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably.

And I'll come back to that word acceptably again. With reverence and godly fear. I was thinking about this.

How many times do we have communion and we really don't take time to examine ourself like we should?
And God has said, if you don't examine yourself, I will examine you. And most of the churches, if you go
into them, if they have prayer, you look at their prayer list. And I do this.

I pay attention to it. And almost all the time, there's hardly anything about somebody that is lost. But a lot
of requests on sick people.

Interesting observation. Okay, here's some reasons why we should fear God. Number one, it helps us
understand God himself.

This is the first thing. Genesis 31, 42 through 53. The scripture says that Jacob, it said he was Isaac's fear,
dread.

And that, and I'm going to go back to there for a second because this is an amazing passage. That when
Jacob in 31 and 42, in there, when Jacob had his encounter with God, and this was a fearful thing. He said
in 42, To accept the God of my father and the God of Abraham and the fear of Isaac had been with me,
surely thou hast sent me away empty.

God has seen my affliction and the labor of my hands and rebuked thee last night. He's talking about his
relationship there with Laban. And he had an encounter with God going before he met Laban and then
coming back out.

He's talking about it was the fear of Isaac. If the fear of Isaac had not been with him, he said he wouldn't
have made it through that experience. His 20 years with Laban.

But he goes on to say in 53, in that verse. The scripture says, The God of Abraham and the God of Nahar,
the God of their father, judged between us and Jacob's swear by the fear of his father Isaac. Something
had influenced him from Isaac in this relation to fear God.

And he had, I might come back to this a little bit later. But he had, when he had that experience with God
and he wrestled with probably a theophany and the appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ. And he went
through that experience.

It was a terrifying experience to him. But Nehemiah said, he is great and terrible. Job had said in 37.22.
With God is terrible majesty.

Isaiah 8.13. Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself. Let him be your fear and let him be your dread. Now I want
to share with you three things about his presence.

Understanding God himself. His presence is dreadful. As you go through the scripture and while we're
right here in this passage, or at least I am.

In Genesis 28. When God appeared to him. And he had this dream at Bethel.
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God is coming down and he's trying to encourage him. In 28.15. And God had said to him, and behold I
am with thee and will keep thee in all places whether thou goest. And will bring thee again into this land for
I will not leave thee until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

What did he say? Oh okay, thanks God, I really appreciate that encouragement. It's been pretty rough
behind and it's good to know that you're going to be with me going ahead. You know what he did? The
scripture says, and he was afraid and said, how dreadful is this place.

This is none other but the house of God and this is the gate of heaven. It terrified him. It terrified him.

Just like when Moses came into the presence of God at the burning bush, he was ignorant of God. And
God had to help him understand, your own holy ground, take off your sandals. Take off your shoes.

So God has to help us sometimes understand. So his presence is dreadful. And so he said he was afraid.

And then he said this interesting thing. He said, and my life is spared. Jacob called upon the name of the
place Peniel, face of God.

For he said, I have seen God face to face in 3230 and my life is spared. So after his encounter with God,
he said, it's amazing, I'm even alive. And we're just going to bop into God's presence.

So how are you doing God? Thought I'd chat with you a few minutes. On my way to work. On my way to
get some groceries.

We don't know God very well. Listening to a tape by Ralph Barnard. I don't know if I said his name right.

He said in the old days, many of the old timers, it might take them 15 or 20 minutes just to address God in
their opening prayer. Great respect. His presence is dreadful.

The early church, that's one of the first things that they experienced. Why has Satan filled thine heart to
lie? Was it not in thy power? All these questions. Why hast thou conceived this Saint Peter? Said to
Ananias and Sapphira there.

And whatever he has. How is it you've done this? And then the results, there's four results. Great fear in
five verses.

And great fear in verse 11. And then great respect amongst all the people. And then great growth.

They learned to fear God. Even the unbelievers. We don't have that in the church today.

Jesus taught. He said, fear him which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell. Yea, I say unto you,
fear him.

So you really don't need to fear Satan. Or fear man. Or fear the circumstances.

But we better fear God. And what we're going to learn a little bit about. What is this? A fear in God.

J. Vernon McGee said he believes there's three things in fearing God in a believer's life. It means
reverence. It means worship.
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And it means obedience. And each one of those things branches out into a whole aspect of God. 25 years
ago when we were having revival in western Nebraska.

That impacted some lives very deeply. One of the things that was said by the evangelist over and over
again. He said it's better to offend man than to offend God.

And people do get offended. And they did get offended sometimes. Because, you know, some of them
showed up with their musical instruments.

And some of them showed up thinking that they maybe ought to get to preach. Or give this or do that. And
whatever.

And when you're sensing God's not in on it. They get all huffed up and puffed up and stuff. And when you
go through two years of that.

You begin to learn. As you're going around different places. And you see where God is wanting to work.

And where man is trying to get in. And get his two cents in. And they're trying to figure out how come they
need revival.

And that's why they need revival. They need to get out of the way. Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter.

Fear God. And keep his commandments. For this is the whole duty of God.

I think if we would see God come in power and revival. It would produce in our assemblies a great fear of
God. And great power.

And it would have amazing effects. Okay. Three things that make his presence dreadful.

His very presence is dreadful. His very presence is dreadful. Bunyan has said.

And he says some things about that. He says, one, his greatness and his majesty. Revelation 1.17 When
John who is the disciple of Jesus leaned on his breast.

Sees him again after he's gone. What does he do? And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead. It's just
about the shock of being in the presence of Christ.

About killed him. I fell at his feet as dead. Job 13.11 Shall not.

This is very interesting. I went back and I looked at that and I said. I wonder how this started off with Job.

And his friends. Because he came out and he made this amazing statement. Where did I say? In Job
13.11 I go back to 12 when he starts off.

And Job answered and said. No doubt but ye are the people. And wisdom shall die with you.

They're having a nice conversation. His friends come down there to help fix him up. And they're just
making matters worse.

And we know the story when they were done. God come in there. And so to say clean their plow.
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But he said in 13.11 This amazing statement. Shall not his excellency make you afraid? And his dread fall
upon you? I think the fear with God would probably affect the way we judge each other. Light judgments.

Job 13.21 He went on to say in that passage. Withdraw thine hand far from me. And let not thy dread
make me afraid.

In his encounter with God and talking with God. Withdraw thine hand far from me. And let not thy dread
make me afraid.

He was having an encounter with God. God was doing something in his life. So his presence.

His very presence is dreadful. And his greatness is revealed in his presence and his majesty. But there's a
second thing.

And that's because of what his majesty reveals in us. When he shows up. And later on Job said.

Behold I am vile. And he wasn't saying that when he started. And if God would bless you with an
encounter with him.

And I think I've had an encounter of this sort. Where you go through an amazing experience. And God's
hand is in on it.

And you're trying to stop it. And it's horrible. And God is doing something you don't understand.

He's bringing you into a closer relationship with him. And when you're done. And you've learned the
lesson.

You realize you didn't understand what all was going on. And you got excited. And you panicked.

Or maybe you fought. Or you resisted. Or whatever.

But when he's done with you. Like Job we cry out. Behold I am vile.

And then you quiet down. And you recognize that he is God. And he can do what he wants.

Daniel said in Daniel 10. By the vision of my sorrows are turned upon me. And he goes into the terror of
just even seeing an angel of God.

What it produced in him. Isaiah 6.5 And he said woe is me for I am undone. Because I am a man of
unclean lips.

For mine eyes have seen the King of the Lord of hosts. And so his majesty reveals ourselves. What we
really are.

And all of these people that are saying. Oh the big guy up in the sky. And all of this blasphemous type of
stuff.

Someday if they don't meet Christ as their Savior. And get themselves turned around. They're going to find
out.

It's not like that at all. He's a dreadful God. Peter said depart from me.
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For I am a sinful man. There's a third thing. His greatness and his majesty is revealed by his presence.

His being dreadful. It reveals to us his greatness and majesty. What we are.

But also. And this is interesting. When his presence comes.

God's goodness is revealed to us. It makes his presence dreadful. His goodness.

Even how he's good to us. Can be a terrifying experience. Just think what he did for Israel.

When he showed up for them. And he was good to them. He got them out of prison.

He took them out there. And he gave them water. And he fed them.

And then as he appeared to Moses on the mountain. And he just had nothing but goodness and blessing
for them. Even the law he gave was goodness.

His goodness. And it terrified them. They backed off after they began to see.

Wow! This God is something. Hosea 3.5 Israel will someday fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter
days. Latter days.

Go over to Jeremiah. I want you to see this. This is an amazing passage.

Amazing passage. On the goodness of God. I never saw this before.

Never understood this. Isaiah. Jeremiah 5. Verse 22.

Just go down. Follow along if you're there. Fear ye not me? You know, there they are.

Messing around with God again. Fear ye not me? Said the Lord. Will ye not tremble at my presence?
Which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea.

By a perpetual decree. And he goes into this study, this science study on sand. Listen to what he says.

By the way, all the people worried about global warming and the water is going to come. The water is not
going to come over the bounds of the sea. The beach is going to be there.

Because God said it was right here. For the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree that it cannot pass it.
And though the waves there have tossed themselves, yet can they not prevail.

Though they roar, yet can they not pass over it. But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart.
They are revolted and gone.

Neither say they in their heart, let us now fear the Lord our God. That giveth rain, both the former and the
latter in his season. He reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest.

Notice he is sensitive about this. That they don't have a respect of him and a reverence. Let us now fear
the Lord.

They weren't doing that. And so he goes on and he says in 25. Your iniquities have turned away these
things.
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And your sins have withholden good things from you. To fear God will bring his goodness upon us, his
blessing. And he said you didn't want it.

For among my people were found wicked men. They lay wait as that set of snares and set the trap. They
catch men.

He goes on into this stuff about them. Over in Jeremiah 33. You know one of our favorite verses.

Call unto me and I will answer thee and show thee great and mighty things which thou knowest not. If we
go on down into verse 8. He goes into another spill about his goodness. And I will cleanse them from all
their iniquity whereby they have sinned against me.

And I will pardon all their iniquities whereby they have sinned and whereby they have transgressed
against me. And it shall be to me a name of joy, of praise. He says I'm going to get the last word in.

I am going to be glorified and I am going to be reverenced in this stubborn nation. Or maybe you or me is
a stubborn person. He is going to be glorified.

But he goes on to say in verse 9. And it shall be to me a name of joy, a name of joy, a praise and honor
before all the nations of the earth. Which shall hear all the good that I shall do unto them. And they shall
fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it.

Thus saith the Lord. Again there shall be heard in this place which ye say shall be desolate without man
and without beast. Even in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate without
man and without inhabitant, without beast.

The voice of joy and the voice of gladness. The voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride. The
voice of them that say praise the Lord of hosts for the Lord is good.

And you go on down through there. He keeps on going on what he's going to do. He's going to bring
goodness to those.

And 16. In those days shall Judah be saved and Jerusalem shall dwell safely. And this is the name
wherewith she shall be called the Lord our righteousness.

It hadn't happened yet as far as I know. Now let's say, let's just go on. 1 Samuel 12.

When they were asking for a king. You can read that 15 through 19. I'm not going to read that.

But that got God stirred up. Because they're rejecting Him. And they're not fearing Him.

And they're wanting a king. And so He put the fear of God on Him through the prophet. And so His
presence is dreadful.

Just His very presence. Just touching on a few things. But what about His name? I was thinking about this
morning.

Man, this world hates the name of Jesus. Well, you can go pray about any kind of name. But if you come
into some place.
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And a lot of Christians are afraid to do it. To pray and close their prayer in Jesus' name. It used to be it
was done all the time.

Nobody said a word. But when we are afraid of man. Afraid of offending somebody in another religion or
whatever.

And in our country. We're saying to God. We're shaking our fists.

We don't respect you too much anymore. His name is dreadful and to be feared. Deuteronomy 28, 58 and
59.

If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law. That are written in this book. That thou mayest fear
this glorious and fearful name.

The Lord thy God. Then the Lord will make thy plagues wonderful. You go into it.

He said you better respect my name. You better. You know.

When you hear somebody's name. It tells you who they are. Their name.

We're identified by our names. And so. His name.

We can go out. We're not going to go off in all the study of God's names. All the different names.

It's wonderful. But Psalms 119. Listen to this.

He sent redemption unto his people. He had commanded his covenant forever. Holy and reverend is his
name.

Don't call me reverend. Don't. Nobody is to be called reverend.

But God. Go into. I've got into a lot of funerals.

And they'll put in there. Reverend Corville. Whatever.

Oh Lord. They don't know. Only God is reverend.

He had commanded his covenant forever. Holy and reverend is his name. It means dreadful.

His name is to provoke some fear in you. And respect. Holy and reverend is his name.

And then listen to verse 10. Psalms 111. 10.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. A good understanding have all they that do his
commandments. His praise endureth forever.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. A good understanding have all they that do his
commandments. And I thought.

Understanding. I'm going to do a little research into that. And I come up with this.

Good success. Good success. That's an interesting definition of understanding.
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A good understanding. Good success. What's that mean? It means if we fear God.

It's going to produce into our life. A successfulness. Now to ourselves we may not think we're successful.

To others we may not look like we're successful. But if we're living to please God. And we fear Him.

We're going to be successful. Now let me illustrate this. The secret of success.

I did a little research on this. The secret of success is a very interesting thing. Back when I was in Bible
college.

There was an evangelist there. He died at the age of 39. He had a car wreck.

But he was always saying this. A young man. If opportunity arises to serve Jesus.

Let's do it. In other words. If you get an opportunity.

To do something for the Lord. Do it. Do it.

And I probably gave a lot of money away to beggars and whatever. That just taking advantage of me. But
I'm afraid to miss an opportunity.

For the Lord. Maybe an angel unaware. The secret of success then.

Is to do what you ought. And then some extra. It's the extra.

Who taught us that? Why Jesus did. He taught us that back in Matthew. And chapter 5 in the Beatitudes.

He taught us to go that extra mile. He taught us to do that little extra. Listen to what he said in 540.

And if any man will sue thee at the law. Go get your lawyer and turn around and sue him back. You can't
do that to me.

I've got my rights. No. He says.

Whosoever shall. If he shall sue thee at the law. And take away thy coat.

Let him have thy cloak also. Hey by the way. Take my cloak too.

You are saying. God. I am afraid to take vengeance on this man.

If I do I make myself God. And that's what bitterness is. Is making yourself God.

Revenge is making yourself God. And we do not have a fear of God. Enough to fear for them.

Oh God I fear for this person that has done this to me. I pray for them. Have mercy on them.

You have heard that it had been said. An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But I say unto you that ye
resist not evil.

But whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek. Turn to him the other also. Go in that extra mile.

In 41. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile. Go with him twain.
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You know what happens in the extra? In the extra you break down the resistance. You break down the
barriers. And you get an opportunity.

To do something for them. It breaks down. Wow.

This is strange. I only ask you. You only had to go a mile with me to carry my bags.

Why are you going another mile? Well it's because of this Messiah. That visited us. That changed my life.

Let me tell you about him. I had a strange experience this week. I got a chance to do something for a man.

We were picking up a pizza at Papa Murphy's. And standing there. And watch this guy come by in front of
us.

And here's the way he went by in front of us. Walking across in front of us. Because we're parked there
and we're watching him.

You think he's drunk? He gets over to the curb. And I thought this is going to be interesting. He can barely
get one foot in front of the other.

How's he going to go over this little curb area? I think he's going over to McDonald's to get something to
eat. And so when he got there. He lost his balance and fell.

Back down in the grassy area in the ditch. So what do you do? You laugh. Ha ha.

Look at the guy. God said. That's an opportunity.

Most people wouldn't get involved. We're in a drive-thru lane. A couple cars pulled up.

I got out. I went over there. And I said.

Let me help you up. And I did. I helped him up.

And I could recognize this man just has a problem. I didn't smell liquor or anything. I said.

You've got a problem. He said. Yes.

I left my cane. And I didn't have it. And I need it.

And I said. Well. Okay.

I helped him up. Right here. I want to give you a track.

I pulled out and gave him a track. This is about Jesus. And he said.

Where was Jesus when I fell? Down. Jesus didn't help me. I'm a Buddhist.

I said. But listen sir. Jesus sent me over here to help you up.

Who did Buddha send? It totally shocked him. He said. You've got a point there.

Amen. Hallelujah. But you've got to take those opportunities.
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You've got to get out of the fear of man. And what are people going to think? And do it. Do it.

Sure you may give away somebody that takes advantage of you. Pray for him. You'll get even.

That is the secret of success. Is just doing a little bit something extra. And it's going to cost you.

It's going to cost you. To fear. To fail.

That opportunity that God has given me. And I have missed a lot of them. I have seen what God has done
in a lot of them too.

His name is dreadful. Exodus 27. That was done in the name of Jesus to that Buddhist.

I'm planning on and hoping on seeing a Buddhist. Up in heaven. Saved by the blood of the Lamb.

He said, I'll read this. Just one little thing. Back behind me.

Beep. Beep. Beep.

Beep. Your pizza is not ready yet. Neither is mine.

I got back and we still waited. The Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. Could it be
that we could profane the name of God by the fact that we just won't be a witness to someone? And we
claim the name of Jesus.

I am a Christ one. Do we fear God? More than we fear man. Brings a snare.

It could get a little bit hairy. Read Leviticus 23. Let me take you over to Malachi 2. Malachi 2. Malachi 2
and verse 5. My covenant.

He's talking about his covenant with Levi. My covenant was with him. Of life and peace.

And I gave them to him. For the fear wherewith he feared me. And was afraid before my name.

These holy people understood God. They knew God. We have a Christianity that doesn't know God.

They don't know salvation so many people. 1.6 Malachi 1.6 A son honoreth his father, and a servant his
master. If then I be a father, where is mine honor? And if I be a master, is he your master? Is he my
master? If I be a master, where is my fear? Saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O priest that despise my
name.

And ye say, wherein have we despised thy name? And he goes in and gives them some details on how
they're doing it. What if God was to meet us tonight in our sleep? And he was to give us some details in
our life. How we're profane in his name.

Examine yourselves. To see if you're really in the faith. Examine yourselves, he said, to see if you're really
living for me.

Psalms 113. From the rising of the sun until the going down of the same, the Lord's name is to be praised.
Means to be shining and bright.

From the rising of the sun, we're to be praised in the Lord. Like old Billy Bray. That Welsh evangelist.
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Everywhere he went. One foot hit the ground, he said, praise God. The next foot hit the ground, he said,
glory to God.

All over the place. Praise God, glory to God. And I tell you this story before, how one day a man came up
to him and said, Billy, suppose you died today and you went to hell and you found all this God stuff was a
bunk.

He said, well, I'll just keep on praising God and giving glory to God down in the heavens and hell. I'll just
keep doing it all day long until the devil comes over one day and says, Billy, you can't do that down here,
you gotta leave. Praise God.

Praise God. I tell you, this has been helping me. There was a woman in pain.

Suffering. And she had a problem. She had been a prayer warrior, a mighty prayer warrior.

So she called the pastor and said, I can't pray anymore. I've got a problem. Oh, she'd been a mighty
prayer warrior.

He says, well, what's wrong? He said, every time I go to praying, I just get to busting out in praise and I
can't get my praying done. I just go to praising God and giving God glory. He said, oh sister, God is just
preparing you early for the celestial choir.

And she was there two weeks later. What would happen? The fear of God would produce in our lives such
a love for God, such a respect, it would just change us. Exodus 15, 11, Who is like unto thee, O Lord
among the gods? Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? Well, let me
move on.

There's a third thing. First of all, it helps us to understand God in His very presence as being dreadful. And
His name is dreadful, but also what about His worship? His worship is to be dreadful and fearful in the
church.

In the church. Psalms 2, 11 says, Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling. His worship is to be
dreadful and fearful.

And His service, that service that we give to Him, that word, I looked that up, and the word service is used
five times as worshipper in the Hebrew. Worshipper. John 4, 23, Jesus said, The true worshippers.

True worship is what? In spirit and in truth. Okay, there's four things that make worship so fearful. This first
one is enough to rattle our cages.

When I hit this one, I said, Oh, wow. God. My.

That's an earthquake. This first thing. When you worship God, is it acceptable? Did you give God worship
that was acceptable? When Peter jumped out of the boat and walked on water, he was worshipping God.

That was acceptable. God was saying, Hey, boy, look at my boy Peter down there. That's great.

He's walking on water. I am glorified. And of course, he quit worshipping when he started worrying.

You a worrier? It's part of the old man. The only cure for it is to worship. So if you get to worrying, just start
worshipping.
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That pill will work every time. Is it acceptable? Psalms 1914. Let the words of my mouth be acceptable in
thy sight.

Proverbs 21.3. To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. You go to
worship the Lord, but yet we're not being fair with somebody. We're judging somebody wrong.

How about this one? We quote this one all the time. It's just a part of our life. Romans 12, 1 and 2. I
beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God.

A living sacrifice. Your body, your whole life is to be a living sacrifice, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world, but be you transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Acceptable. Acceptable. I was reading in Peter this verse, 1 Peter 2.5. Ye also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Was your life lived acceptably yesterday? Or my life? Would God accept it? Is He getting glory and praise
out of it? And while you're there in Peter, in verse 20, he goes on to say, 1 Peter 2.20, For what glory is it if
when you be buffeted for your faults you take it patiently, but if when you do well and suffer for it you take
it patiently, this is acceptable with God. To be mistreated, that's acceptable with God. So is it acceptable, a
second thing about worship that would make it a fearful thing is that God Himself is present when we
worship.

You ever think about that? You're worshiping Him, He's there. That's sort of scary, isn't it? Because He
said, Where two and three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them. To worship
or to pray, He's there.

And so, say if you're here and you're listening to some preacher preach, and he's up there preaching, and
you're back there texting a friend, or writing out your menu for supper, or going over your work list of things
or whatever, are you pretending to worship God? But yet, doing what we want. Listen to this, Revelation
2.1, talking about Christ, Who walketh in the midst of the seven candlesticks. He walketh in the midst of
the seven candlesticks.

And He gave Him warning. And John has said, And His eyes were as a flame of fire. He sees.

He sees right down into the very core of our being. A third thing in this area. Is it acceptable? And He's
present.

And that's this. God is jealous of His worship. He's jealous of His worship.

I'm afraid I've learned this on the hard way. And I'm hoping I've learned it. But to look to others to supply
what only God should supply.

God is jealous of idols. And worship gets into the area of idolatry. Second Commandment.

Thou shall not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them. For I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God. He's
just not going to place second.

A fourth thing in this area. God is jealous. The dreadfulness of worshiping God and these things.
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And I think I've seen this. Sometimes I've seen this happen. But some men have died in worship and
service.

We should have reverence. Leviticus 10 and verse 3. With Nadab and Abihu. Why did they die? In verse 3
it says, God said, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh Me.

And before all the people. I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace.

After doing a study on this. There should be nothing that we fear but God. Nothing.

Eli's sons. 1st Samuel 4.11. 1st Chronicles 13.9 and 10. Uzzah.

Acts. The story goes on and you can pick them out. Now in concluding.

I'm going to make four statements. Because of God's nature. And because of God's name.

And because of us serving Him. And because of us worshiping Him. We should have godly fear.

We should have godly fear. B. And this is a quote that somebody said. And I thought that's good.

His name is upon His ordinances. His eye is upon the worshipers. And His wrath and judgment are upon
those that worship.

Not in His fear. So B. We should worship God with fear and trembling. He's present.

He hears. He sees. He understands the heart.

C. 1 Corinthians 11.30-32. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you. And many sleep. For if
we would judge ourselves we should not be judged.

But when we are judged we are chastened of the Lord. That we should not be condemned with the world.
We should not take communion lightly.

We should recognize it's a serious thing. But God on the other hand wants us to partake in fellowship with
Him. It's to be a highlight of our worship and our adoration of Him.

It's to be one of the most humbling things that we do when we come realizing that we're not worthy. That
we haven't got everything straightened in our life. But in sincerity God knows that we're trying and He
knows our heart.

And we're broken and we are grateful though that He bids us come to the table. And so it should have
something that has great respect amongst us. And D. We should just really examine our reasons of
worshiping.

Someone said some come to worship without reverence. Some come to worship with sin in their life.
Some come to worship to sleep.

Good place to get a nap. Some come to find customers for their business. Some come to find voters for
their election.

Some come just to play games. We're reading through Isaiah right now. There's a passage back in Isaiah
29, 13 and 14.
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God is saying, Therefore the Lord said for as much as this people draw near me with their mouth and with
their lips do honor me. But have removed their heart far from me and their fear toward me is taught by the
precepts of men. Therefore behold I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this people.

Even a marvelous work and a wonder for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish. And the
understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. I've seen this a lot.

Where in my tribe of so called elders or pastors or whatever. They play games with each other. Games.

Boasting of how many they have in church. How big their offerings are. How big their buildings are.

How long their titles are. And how many degrees they have and everything. And it took God six years to
break me through out of that stuff.

Hopefully it's not there. You may be a little nobody in a convention there. And God has got you there in the
anointing of the Spirit of God.

And the power of God is upon you. And you have a message of God in your heart. And somebody else
comes along that just has a big title and is famous.

And somebody that's in charge of whatever could move you down to the end of the row. And bump you on
up ahead because of fear of man and respect. And I've seen that.

And when that one with great degrees and whatever gets up and speaks. It's just as dead and flat. God is
not honored with that kind of stuff.

But what's the difference between you and I going out here in this world. Having the knowledge of God in
us. Having the knowledge of salvation that we can share with others.

And in that conference the respect of man, respecters of person was so preeminent. But yet we in turn will
do the same thing with somebody else. Because they just don't look right.

They're not just right. Whether they're dressed like a president of a bank or whatever. Or dressed like a
bum in the street.

And the Spirit of God says go speak. There's no difference. And so when we come to worship God.

And when we live we should live with the fear of God on our lives. These seven lessons and I'm done.
These are just as I was going through there.

Lord is there some lessons for us to learn? These are my lessons. And maybe you've got a bunch more of
your own. But number one.

And I had to get to this part. I had to get you to this part of the passage. Because in my study in this and
I've just started on it.

It's just producing more love in my heart for God. And I've got a lot of stuff there that needs to be squeezed
out of the way to make more room for God's love. My family will tell you that.

But when fear moves to a stage of deep reverence and fear and dread of God. When fear moves to a
stage of deep reverence and fear of God. The love of God moves in.
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In such proportion that the terror is gone. And the respect and the love and the adoration of God is there.
And this is what John meant.

There's no fear in love in 1 John 4.18. There's no fear in love but perfect love casteth out fear. Because
fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.

There's a lot of things in this world and things coming that could make us fearful. I think it would be better
to fear God. Than to fear what's coming upon us.

Two. I wrote this out. That I should not spend much time with people that do not fear God.

They will influence me. Psalms 1. Blessed are the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly.
We're not to stand in the way of the sinners.

We're not to sit in the sea of the scornful. But we're to be with those that have a delight in the law of God.
We may not agree with everything on them.

But if they have a heart for God and they love God. Then God says spend time with them. Because you
guys disagree, I'll give you some interesting fellowship times.

But love. And third thing. Not to forget where we came from.

It is our duty to fear God. And if we do not fear God and keep His commandments. Then we're not doing
our duty.

Ecclesiastes 12.13 Fourth thing. We must remember that He is present when we meet. Psalms 89.7 God
is to be greatly feared in the assembly of the saints.

I have seen men. And this is one thing I hope that I never do. Because I've learned this a long time ago.

But I have seen men and I've seen women get themselves into some trouble with God. I get myself into
trouble with God on a lot of things. But this is one thing I would be afraid to get myself in trouble with.

And that is to move into the realm. In the area of authority that they're not supposed to. We should
respect.

We should be respectful. I was thinking about this this morning. Because we have a man that's called the
President of the United States of America.

And I asked myself this question. Who put him there? He wouldn't have got there if God hadn't wanted him
there. And that's a hard pill to swallow.

But it's God's judgment. It's God's judgment. And what's going on should produce in the church a fear of
God.

We're not very fearful yet. A fifth thing. Four, we must remember that He's present when we meet.

Five, we must not minister without the power of the Holy Spirit. 1 Peter 4, 11. If any man minister, let him
do it as of the ability that God giveth.

We are to do that so that he would get the glory. Is what that passage says. So, number one.
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When fear moves to a stage of deep reverence and love of God, all terror is gone. Two, we should not
spend much time with people that do not fear God. Three, it's our duty to fear God to keep His
commandments.

Four, we must remember He's present when we meet. Five, we must not minister without the power of the
Holy Spirit. 1 Peter 4, 11.

You can read it. Six, we should honor His name. We should honor His name.

We should honor His name. I was back in Malachi. I'm going to go back there again and read you another
verse.

Malachi 1, 14. But cursed be the deceiver which hath in his flock a male, and voweth and sacrifices unto
the Lord a corrupt thing, for I am a great king, saith the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the
heathen. Wow, a great king.

Hitherto have ye asked nothing of my name. John 16, 24. He says, ask so that your joy can be full.

He's a great God. So we should honor His name. Honor His name.

Honor His name by our praying. Honor His name by our faith. Incredible odds against what needs to be
done, but we honor Him when we believe Him to do it.

We move heaven by faith. And one more. The fear of the Lord should produce a holy, happy, fearless
people, bold, confident, trusting in God.

Psalm 16, 11. In thy presence is fullness of joy. At thy right hand there are pleasures and remorse.

So it should produce a holy, happy, fearless people. And that's what the book of Acts showed us. They
were a holy, happy, fearless.

We're going to do this to you. If you don't quit preaching in the name of Jesus, go ahead! We're going to
put you in jail. So they put him in jail.

God gets him out. Isn't He a great God? He can fill your tank with gas. Oh, come, let us sing unto the Lord.

Let us make a joyful noise. And if I do, it's going to be a joyful noise. To the rock of our salvation.

If you can't keep a tune in a bucket, then make that joyful noise. Let us come before His presence at
Thanksgiving and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. For the Lord is a great God and a great King
above all gods.

Let's pray. Oh, Lord, who would ever think that studying the fear of the Lord would produce in the life of a
believer such joy and such peace? Such a wonderful thing that we have You as our God. We walk out of
here and we walk into this week, we walk amidst all the problems that people have and we have.

What kind of a weird looking person will we be if we're going through this world and we're just joyful and
happy and rejoicing in the Lord? We're going to be strange. But it could be that You could use that to draw
people to Yourself. And I wonder, Lord, if a lot of the stuff that comes out of our life is just drawing
attention to ourself.
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Tune us up. Revive us. You're a great God.

Thank You for revealing Yourself to us. Thank You that we can know You. Thank You that we can be alive
at this moment, which is a pretty terrifying moment.

We thank You that we can be here. Teach us, Holy Spirit, to live in the fear of God. To respect You.

I pray for Your blessing now, Father, on this little time of studying Your Word. Bless each one here.
Encourage us in Jesus' name.

Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/20/SID20768.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/don-courville/the-fear-of-god-01-introduction/
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