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Testimony Barnsdall
by Edgar Reich

Edgar Reich shares his powerful testimony of God's transformative mercy and healing in his life, encouraging

others to seek freedom and hope in Christ.

Duration: 1:04:17

Scripture: Psalm 34:18, Isaiah 61:1, Matthew 6:33, Luke 4:18, John 3:16, Romans 8:1, 2 Corinthians 5:17

Topics: "Testimony"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher shares his personal testimony of how God released him from the chains of
addiction, selfishness, pride, and sexual abuse. He emphasizes that Jesus was sent by God to heal the
brokenhearted, preach deliverance to the captives, and give recovery of sight to the blind. The preacher
encourages the audience that no matter how broken or hopeless they may feel, God can set them free
and give them a future and hope. He also acknowledges the pastor and his wife for their hospitality and
thanks others who have supported him.

Transcript

God has called me to share with you tonight, and you know, it's not my story. It's not about Edgar Wright.
It's about an incredible God.

It is about God Jehovah, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. That is our God. He's an intelligent,
incredible being who's made this heaven and this earth.

He's made you and me, and he loves you to no end, and so I want to share with you how he took a broken
man, a man unworthy, a man not worthy to stand here, a man who ought to be in hell today, and God had
mercy, and God saved me so many times, it's just beyond me. And then at the age of 62, just a few years
ago, God saved me, and I received Christ as my Savior, and from that day forth, everything changed.
Everything became new, and so let us give glory to him, and I also want to acknowledge my dear brother
and pastor, Brian, and his dear wife, Martha.

We thank you so much for your kind hospitality. We thank you for inviting us, and I also want to again
mention Rusty Swift and his dear wife who are accommodating us in their home, and they brought over
dinner last night, some wonderful noodle dish, and I appreciate that. And then Mark and Pam Propper
from Oregon, it's such a joy to have shared with you again today, and you going out in the community here
to share with the people that there is a service here tonight and that you're invited, and we thank you.
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We thank the sister that made breakfast for us. We appreciate so much, and Sister Margaret made lunch,
and we appreciate you so very much, Sister Margaret. So the Lord bless you all, and as we share God's
word, as we share in what he did for an unworthy man, I hope that you will see the truth tonight, that God
will open up your heart and your mind, and that he's also there for you.

You're not forgotten. I don't care if you're on methane. I don't care if you're on drugs.

I don't care if you're drunk. I don't care if you've done things that are evil. I love you, and God loves you,
and he loved me when I was totally out and down, and maybe I look all right on the outside, but you don't
know my inside, but I'll try and share a little bit of that with you.

Now let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you so much for your holy word. We thank you for the Lord
Jesus Christ, who gives us life, and who gives us life anew, and I thank you so much for that, Father.

And now, Lord, even as I speak words through this mouth, Lord, it's your story, not mine. It's your doing.
It's your greatness.

It's your honor. So, Father, help me to say those words that would put you in the right light because you
did it all, and I give you all the praise and the glory in Christ's holy name. Amen.

Our Scripture comes from Luke 4, verse 18, and Brother Frank read that verse already. It is from the Lord
Jesus Christ, but I've got to repeat it again because it is also my life story. It is my testimony of how God
released me from the chains of addiction, from the chains of selfishness, from the chains of pride, from the
chains of being sexually misused, and God loosened me, and he can loosen you tonight.

So let us read from Luke 4, verse 18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, said Jesus, because he has
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent me.

Now listen to this. This is for you. If you're brokenhearted today, Jesus was sent by his Father to heal the
brokenhearted and then to preach deliverance to the captives, and then he went to the cross to overcome
Satan to set the captives free, and maybe you think you're hooked for life.

You're not. Praise God, you're not, and there is a future and a hope for you, and God can loosen those
bonds. God can loosen those chains, and then he said, and recovery of sight to the blind.

You might say, I don't understand what you're talking about, preacher. I don't understand where you're
coming from. You're not from my world, but I tell you that we all experience these deep and terrible valleys
of death that bring us to a point where we have no future, no hope, where we see no way out, where we
want to take our life.

But he says, the Lord Jesus says, I'm going to give you sight today if you want it. I'll help you understand if
you want it today, and then to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and liberty is freedom. Freedom
from chains, freedom from bondage, freedom from oppression, freedom from Satan, freedom from the
power of sin, freedom from methane, freedom from drinking, freedom from gambling, freedom from sex
addiction, whatever it is.

He is able. He is able to keep us from falling. He is able to present us before his father with exceeding joy,
and perfect, and righteous before his father.
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And so let me share how God did it in my life. He first of all saved me quite a few times as a child. I was
born in 1942 in East Germany.

My father was shot in August of that year, three months after I was born, between Moscow and Stalingrad.
He was part of the 6th German Army. They had gone to Moscow.

They came within 20 miles of Moscow, couldn't take it, and Hitler sent the 6th Army down to Stalingrad.
And so my father was shot along the way, or blown up, I don't know, but his lower body was blown off, and
that's how he died. Then three years later, the war was coming to the end in 1945.

Around January, the Russians were coming from the east towards Berlin and Germany, and storm
troopers came to my mother's house. She had two children, a little boy, myself, my sister, and the storm
trooper said to her, Mrs. Wright, you have two hours to pack whatever you can, get out of here. If you will
not leave, we will shoot you.

And she said, well, I have nowhere to go. And they said to her, well, if you stay, you will be raped many
times, and then you will tell the positions of the defenses, and so we cannot let you live. You will either be
shot to death in two hours, or you must leave.

So after an hour or so, my mother decided that she would try and save the children. She didn't care about
her own life anymore. My father was shot, and she didn't want to live anymore.

But she said, I'm going to save the children. And so she took a carriage, a children's carriage with two
feather beds, put the children in the carriage, and started to walk in the snow of 1945. East Germany is a
little bit colder than here.

It's like the beginning of Canada, and you will freeze to death. And as she joined that stream of refugees,
there were white bums along the road. And she said to the people, oh, did the soldiers make bums for us
to know where we would go? And the other people said, no, no, no.

These were people. They couldn't go on. They sat down.

They froze to death. And then snow and ice covered them for us to know which way to go. And we came
to the River Oder that was from our side of East Germany towards Berlin.

And even as we had just crossed the bridge, the German soldiers blew up the bridge full of refugees. They
couldn't wait to argue with the refugees, those that would have to stay on the side where the Russians
were coming. And so they just blew up the whole bridge, and we should have died right there.

As we walked along the river bed, we stopped at some point, and one woman started to scream
uncontrollably. And then she pulled her little baby from her chest, and her baby had frozen to death right
on her chest. And my sister, she wasn't that old at that point, but from that point forward, and that
screaming and agony never left her.

She was never able to go to a funeral home. She could not see the dead. And she feared the dead, and
she feared what happened.

So then we continued in this walk. We had to hide during the daytime. That was good because during the
daytime, it was a little bit warmer.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 4

At nighttime, we walked. And the reason we couldn't walk during the daytime is because fighter planes
came, and they would throw bombs and would shoot at you, and you had to scurry, and maybe you made
it, and maybe you didn't. Now, along the way, we were on the way now to Berlin, but Berlin was closed.

They had too many refugees already, and the soldiers said, no, you cannot go to Berlin. You must go
south. And south was a city called Dresden.

The city of Dresden was attacked during the Second World War by British and American war planes, and
it was totally annihilated. And as we were walking, this is almost like a story from a movie. By the way,
there was a relative on the way with a horse-drawn carriage.

He had a wooden leg, and he wasn't inducted into the German army because he had the wooden leg. So
he said to my mother, look, I'll help, and he had this horse-drawn carriage, and so we were able to put the
carriage on the wagon, and sometimes we children could ride on the wagon as well. And we arrived in the
city of Dresden on February 13, 1945, and we arrived there in the morning.

The relative with the wooden leg said to my mother, we cannot stay here. The mother said, yes, we must
stay. The children are starving.

They've had nothing to eat. They've had no milk. There's a Red Cross in town.

Maybe they get to live, and God led us here. At that moment, soldiers came, and they said to this relative,
your horses now belong to the German army. We need your horses for the defenses.

You can no longer have them. So they took the horses, led them away, and my mother said, you see, this
is a sign from God that we should be in the city. And this relative said, no, no, no.

This is not a sign. This is all wrong. The mother said, well, I cannot go on, and maybe the children can live
here because of the Red Cross.

So we stayed an hour later or so. This relative with the wooden leg said, we cannot stay. We must move
on.

We must get out of here. And mother said, I cannot move. We must stay.

We must stay right here. And I cannot walk. The children cannot walk anymore.

Our feet are wounded in the snow. We cannot walk. And the relative looked at her, and he said, we cannot
stay.

And she said, why? And he said, I don't know. I don't know. But we must leave.

And then an hour later, he said, I'm going to go and find the horses. And mother said to him, you cannot
touch those horses anymore because they now belong to the German army. They will shoot you on sight.

You touch those horses, and you're dead. And he said, I don't care. We cannot stay.

And he took some towels and rags with him. He went into the city. He found the horses bound up outside
a house.
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The soldiers inside were eating. He bound the towels along the feet of the horses so that they would not
make that noise because they had cobblestones, and you know what kind of noise that makes. So he led
the horses away, put them in front of the cart, put us on the cart, and pulled us out of the city of Dresden.

And that late afternoon, early evening, the first wave of American and British bomber planes came in. And
they laid bombs right around the city in a circle. The first wave came and laid dust bombs.

Perhaps you're familiar with dust. Dust will ignite. And then the second wave of bombers followed through
fire bombs on top of the dust.

And the dust exploded and ignited and started a firestorm in the city. The fires got so hot that the people
that hid in the cellars, they turned to charcoal. And when they opened up the cellars, they thought they
were finding all of these children in the cellars.

But they were all adults that had shrunk to the size of children. And this is what war will do. And so 80,000
people died, according to Arthur Irving.

And just in comparison, in the city of Hiroshima, with the atom bomb, 140,000 died. So this was a death.
And God somehow had mercy on this man.

And I had no idea that I would be standing before you one of these days. But he saved our lives many
times. We then went on and we came to a cattle train.

And the cattle train would be going south. They filled up the cattle train with all of the refugees. And as we
were going in the train, bomber planes came and attacked the plane.

There were 56 cars. 55 cars were destroyed. One was left.

It must have been me. So God is gracious. And it's all about him, beloved.

It's all about God. And so he saved our lives. We got down to near Munich, south of Munich, between
Salzburg, a very beautiful area in Germany.

And we went to a refugee camp. And I started to die of malnutrition and all kinds of things. And my mother
went on the streets begging for my life.

I needed a blood transfusion. And nobody would give blood. All the blood was reserved on the American
side for the American soldiers and on the German side for the German soldiers.

There was no blood for civilians. And somehow she found an American soldier, beloved. And God picked
someone who had the same blood type that I have.

You know, some of you are nurses. If you inject the wrong type of blood, you will die. And the other thing,
of course, was that this soldier was going against the policy of the army because they needed blood
themselves for those that were wounded.

And then they were very afraid of German women because there were Nazi women who would cut their
throats, you know. And so they wouldn't go near German women. But she asked this one soldier, and
somehow they communicated.

He came and he gave blood. So that I might live. So I have American blood in me.
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I'm nearly American. Praise God. It's all to his glory and to his honor.

When I grew up, even as refugees in a country where there were farmers, they were saving all of the food
for themselves. They didn't share. And so, again, we had to eat contaminated food for many years.

And I developed worms. And worms were dancing in my excrements. So I didn't die from that.

And God saved me from that. So God, again, is gracious and merciful. I'm going to jump ahead a little bit
because of time.

But something very, very bad happened to me as a 10-year-old. I was sexually misused by the nearest
family member. And that had terrible effects on my life.

I thought I could hide it. There was a lot of shame. There was a lot of effects from that.

And I didn't even know all of the effects. And I was suffering from that until the age of 62, until the Lord
saved me. And so these effects that we have in our childhood because we're either mentally abused by
our parents or we're physically abused or our dads don't love us, these are terrible and horrible effects on
you and me.

And then those generational curses then, they follow us into the next generation because we tend to do
the same that we've learned, even so we know it's wrong. And so we need to be set free. My mother then
developed a heart condition.

And I started work at the age of 13 and a half. I left school in grade seven and a half and really didn't learn
much. I worked in Germany trying to provide for my mother.

We then had an economic miracle. And my mother was taken care of because in the carriage, in the baby
carriage, she put the documents of a farm and a house we had. And then she was able to prove to the
German authorities that there was some value.

And she got a pension because of that. And I said, Mother, I did not learn anything. Give me a chance in
life.

Let me go. I got to go and somehow find a way in life. And so she said, All right, go on.

And I went to Canada. They threw me out at the embassy at first because I couldn't speak English. I didn't
have any schooling and I had no trade.

And they said, Well, you're going to be a welfare case in Canada. And so I turned around and I said, You
so badly behave. Your signs don't say that I need to have schooling.

Your signs don't say I need to have a trade. And your signs don't say that I need to speak English. But you
so badly behave, I don't want to go to your country anyhow.

And I walked out. And then six months later, he sent me a visa in the mail. And I didn't know what to do.

But I knew I had at that point no chance in Germany. It's a structured society. It has various levels.

And I was the poorest level. I couldn't even go to middle school or anything. And so I thought I better leave
the country.
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I went to Toronto. I did have several jobs within two weeks. And I had an elevator job where I just needed
to call out the floors, one, two, three.

And I learned that quickly. And then, however, God, again, was very gracious. He did give me a mind that
could learn.

I went to a government school and learned English. And as I learned English, we had to write an essay.
And then the teacher came back.

And she was all excited and jumping and full of joy. And she said, you won, you won, you won, you won.
And I said, what do you mean? I just wrote an essay about Canada.

And she said, yes, but all of the essays were entered in a national-wide competition. And I said, oh, that's
wonderful. I won.

I need money. How much money did I win? And she said, no, you didn't win any money. But you won a
speech before the Queen of England.

And so the day came when I was to make the speech. And unfortunately, the Queen got sick. But she sent
someone else.

She sent the Governor General of Canada was there. And then someone from the House of Lords was
there. I don't remember who it was.

But it told me that somehow I might be able to learn. And then I put an ad in the newspaper. And I said,
I've got to learn something.

And I can pay $1 an hour. I put that in the newspaper. And I said, I'll pay $1 an hour for tutoring.

Would someone come and tutor me? And two red Chinese students answered the ad. They were led by
Mao Zedong to work on the University of Toronto to have classes there. And they were given money
through the Mao Zedong area to provide for the school.

But they were required to work in Canada to provide for their daily needs. So they came. And I said, I need
to be taught.

And they said, all right. And I said, I can only pay you $1 an hour. And they said, it's all right.

Then they said, what do you want to do? And I said, well, this is now February. And it's September. I want
to go to the University of Toronto.

And they asked me how much schooling I had, and no high school, and not even finished public school.
And they said, well, you're not quite right in your head. You can't do that.

And so I said, well, who's paying you? Can we try? And so they tried. And they said, yes, we will try. And
so they always spoke in Chinese to me.

And they used the same words over and over again in Chinese. And so I learned those words. And I
thought, well, I'll surprise them.
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And when they walked through the front door, I greeted them in Chinese. And they went like this. And I
said, what's the matter with you? And I said, I thought I was greeting you in Chinese.

And they said, what are you talking about? And I said, well, you are always using those words with me.
And they said, no, no, no. You must never use these words.

We are cursing at you. So that's how I learned. I did go to the University of Toronto.

But it was all by the grace of God. I finished five years later. And then later on, I was also teaching at the
University of Toronto.

So again, it's all the grace of God. Then after that, I got married. I married an Irish girl.

Red hair, maybe a bit of a temper and German temper. And that's not always good. And we'll talk a little bit
about that more tomorrow night.

We'll share a little bit about that tomorrow night. But two daughters came along. And my daughters were
wonderful Christian girls.

I went to a Christian church as well. I said the prayer to accept the Lord. But nothing happened in my life.

All of my sins continued. And I had no power to say no. Then at the age of 10, I was not able to hug my
kids anymore.

And I couldn't understand why I couldn't hug them anymore. Later on, at the age of 62, I found out that
because I was sexually misused at the age of 10, in my innermost being, I said I cannot hug my kids
because what happened to me, I will do to them. So I can no longer hug them.

But my daughters didn't know that. And even when I got married, I did not share what happened to me. My
wife was also sexually misused.

She didn't share it with me. So we both had secrets in our lives. And we lived each other apart.

And then after I had said the sinner's prayer, but there was no real conviction on my part. There was no
relationship that followed with the Lord Jesus Christ. There was no power in my life.

And so I continued sinning. And then one day I said, Lord, I'm going to give you an ultimatum. Either you
take the sin away and you set me free, or I will not believe in you anymore.

And beloved, it's not good to give that kind of ultimatum because it's born out of pride. He wants your way.
Instead of being humble and brokenhearted before him, that you cannot help yourself, I commanded him
to do that.

And of course, that's not the right way. When I left the family, I immediately fell greatly into sin. I started to
live with another woman.

And the other woman, she came from a background of great sin and drugs and dancing and so on. And
just about at that time point, I had joined a company and I was doing very well in corporate life. And the
reason I was doing well was because I didn't trust anyone.
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You see, I had this feeling on the inside that if I trusted anyone, what happened to me as a 10-year-old
would happen again. Somebody would take advantage of me. And so I said, no, I will not trust anyone
anymore.

I will not, I will not. And so no one could come near me. No one could come close to me.

I was in a white castle, I thought. The real self in me was hiding from everyone. You couldn't get close to
me because the real self needed to hide.

Nobody loved that real self. Nobody could deal with that real self. That was the self that was misused.

And so he needed to hide. He needed to be alone. And beloved, when you are alone, you are at the mercy
of him.

Not of him, but of him. And Satan will come into your life and he will lead you and mislead you into all
kinds of sin and depravities and all kinds of things so that you would go the wrong way. And so that's what
I did.

And then in 1992, I was called back to Germany to lead a corporation, a $900 million company, and I ran
that. And then I experienced the other side of riches, of a life of riches, of stretch limousines, of money, of
living in castles, of private planes. And again, because I didn't trust anyone, I was always watching my
back.

I was walking with a wall on my back so that no one could stab me. And I was watching for every one of
those that would report to me, doctors and research people and board members, and I would keep track of
everyone. I would be very controlling, very proud, very self-contained, very selfish.

And so even so, there was all of this money. I was terribly lonely. I was terribly lonely.

I was all alone. I had no joy. I had no hope.

I was working all the time. Money didn't mean anything to me. And I was in a castle, I thought, but I was in
a prison of my own mind.

I was in a prison. And there was no hope for me, and there was only the way to hell for me. And I came
back.

I was called back from Germany, and they didn't have a job for me in Canada anymore, and they called
me to the head office here in the United States. And then I joined another company that had international
businesses, and I ran those doing traveling to Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Europe, and so on. And all
sounds very glamorous, but when you are alone, even so I had a relationship.

I was alone. And so I knew that this was not a life that I should be living. On the morning of Saturday in
2004, I was at home.

In my bed at 7 a.m., and all of a sudden I had a vision. And the vision was this. I was in a grave six feet
down.

The grave was neatly cut out on all four sides. I was lying on my back. I was looking up straight into the
air.
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There was a tree with leaves rustling. There was a late afternoon sun, and it was cold, and I said, what am
I doing here? Get out of this grave. You shouldn't be here.

And so I tried to sit up, and I could not sit up. And then I looked at myself, and here I was bound with these
big ropes of sin, and they were pressing down on me. And I said, what is this? This cannot be real.

And yet it felt so real, and I couldn't move, and I could hardly breathe, and I started to call for help. And
then I couldn't call too loudly. I called, help, help, help.

No one came. No one came to help me. And I looked at my ropes.

How am I going to get out of here? And as I looked, the sides of my body started to turn white. The flesh
started to fall off, and worms were coming out of the earth to feed on me. And that moment I realized, if I
would die, I would go to hell forever, and ever, and ever, and ever, and ever, and there was no more hope
for me.

And then I realized that I had been to church, and I had once asked Christ, and I said, God, can there be
any mercy left for a man such as myself, who left his family, who left his children, who lived in evil ways for
so many years. My daughters prayed for 18 years for me. 18 years.

And so I changed my call from hell, and I called, Jesus, Jesus, if there is any mercy left for a man such as
myself, please, please, please, Lord. And I called for a long time. I thought I would have to go to hell, then
eventually a person appeared at the bottom of the grave, bent into the grave, and I believe it was the Lord
Jesus Christ.

He put his arm around my head, helped me to sit up. All of my sins snapped off my body as if they were
thread. And that moment I woke up, and I had fallen out of bed.

I was next to my bed, and I knelt, and I said, Lord Jesus, I'm a totally unworthy man, and I don't deserve to
be saved, but I want to ask You for forgiveness of all of the evil things that I've done. I confess, I cannot
live, I cannot live anymore without You. Would You come into my life and save me and make me new?
And you know, that day, that day, God, God came into my life.

Praise God. He had mercy on me. Praise God.

Praise God. And you know, praise God. And I still can't believe it.

I still cannot believe it that He would take such an unworthy man. Maybe you feel unworthy. God has
mercy for you, to His Son Jesus, even for such a man as I am.

He has mercy for you. He has mercy for you. Praise God.

After I was saved, there were many miracles that actually happened in my life, and I just got to share a few
of those miracles quickly with you, because then I started to walk, but I was 62 years old, and I had all of
these old habits in my life. And sometimes God will set you free instantaneously. Sometimes He will make
you walk in different ways.

And with me, it was a different walk. I was not set free immediately from all the stuff that was happening in
my life. And so whenever I prayed, and I said, Jesus, I love you, the answer came back to me, if you love
me, keep my commandments.
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And I said, what do you mean, Lord? And He said, well, keep my commandments. And then I realized that
every time I talked, I lied. You see, in big business, you have to say and scheme and say what people
want to hear.

You've got to say the right thing to stay in your job. If you tell a board member it isn't going so well, he's
going to call up another board member and three or four of them are going to form a quorum and they're
going to say, this guy isn't doing too well. He better replace him.

So you learn how to say those things that people expect you to say. And that's what I did. And I couldn't
draw a line.

So one day I read Isaiah chapter 6 where the prophet went into the holy temple and he said, woe is unto
me, a man of unclean lips. And I said, Lord, I have unclean lips. I lie.

And I cannot stop it. And I said, I know I'm just a worm. I'm just a speck of dust.

You did it for the prophet. Father, would You send an angel with one of Your hot coals to touch my lips and
help me not to lie? And beloved, two days later, nothing ever touched me as far as I can recall, but I didn't
have to lie anymore. Praise God.

So He set me free from that instantaneously. Then I started to get a cancer on my face on the right-hand
side. And just about that time, I was praying and the Lord said, if you love me, keep my commandments.

And I said, Lord, I'm not lying anymore. And then He said, if you love me, keep my commandments. So I
looked at the commandments.

Well, I wasn't doing too much killing at that time point. I tried not to steal. So what else do You want, Lord?
And I looked at keep my Sunday holy.

Well, Sunday was my day. It doesn't belong to You, Lord. It's my day, not Your day.

And then the Lord said, but if you love me, keep my commandments. So I said, all right, Lord. I'm going to
keep that day for You.

So I had the cancer. Our chairman called me up and he said, we've got to have some planning meetings
down in Florida. We're going to fly to my villa and we're going to have meetings there.

And so we were flying on a Saturday and I knew that normally we would be working on a Sunday, so in the
plane. And I had seen a doctor before I left and I said to the doctor, do I have a few days time with the
cancer? They said, well, they took a biopsy. They said, yes, it's cancer.

We've got to operate on it. But you have a few days, you know, go on your meetings and when you come
back, we'll do the operation. So I went to Florida.

I flew to Florida on a Saturday and knew that on Sunday, we'd be working, you know. And so I was
praying in the plane and I said, Lord, you've got to help me. You've got to help me to keep the Sunday
holy.

I don't know how. And the thought came back, well, why don't you tell him? Why don't you ask him? You
know, just tell him. And I said, well, Lord, I'm not sure if it's so good, but I tell him that I'm a Christian.
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And so the Lord convicted me. I went to our chairman in the plane and I said to him, chairman, I'd like to
worship God on Sundays. Would that be all right if I went to church tomorrow? And he said, sure, no
problem, you know.

And so we landed in Florida and the chairman's wife was there. She said, you better cover this up. This
looks so horrible, you know.

And I said, all right. I covered it up. And then came Sunday morning at breakfast time.

The chairman said, now we're going to have our meeting in a little while. Go and have a shower and we're
going to go back out there and have our meeting, you know. And I went to my room and I started praying
and I said, Lord, what are you doing? I was obedient to you.

I asked and now you're crossing me up. He wants to have a meeting. What am I going to do, Lord? I want
to keep your commandments holy and what are you doing to me, Lord? And he wouldn't answer me.

And you see, sometimes when it's already written in the Word, you don't need an answer, you see. When
it's written in the Word, you don't need an answer. So anyhow, I was kneeling there on a low carpet and
praying and I said, God, I need your help.

What am I to do? If I go out and I say, no, I'm not going to meet with you, that's a breach of trust. And at
that level, a breach of trust means that you're no longer for the corporation. The corporation is no longer
first and they will replace you.

Simple as that. So I knew that I would lay my job on the line if I went out there and I said, I'm going to keep
Sunday holy. So I said, Lord, maybe it's all right if I keep another day.

I'll go out there and maybe I'll keep another day. And so anyhow, I was sweating. I had to replace my shirt
because I knew I would lose my job if I really made a stand for the Lord.

And I went outside and the chairman was sitting there, the vice chairman, a table full of papers. And I said
to him now, Chairman, you have to understand that I need to worship God today. And everything went
quiet.

The vice chairman said, if you walk out on us, you're fired. And I said to him now, Chairman, you have to
understand that I truly respect you. I truly respect you.

But I do need to worship God. And so the vice chairman turned to him and said, you see, you see, you're
not number one in the world after all. There's someone else greater than you.

And I said, no, I've got to go. And I turned around and I walked to the door. And the vice chairman was
shouting behind me.

He said, if you touch that doorknob, you're fired. I went to the doorknob. I turned it and I looked at my hand
and I said, Lord, I used to be in the hand of Satan.

Now I am in your hand. Whatever will be, will be. And I walked out the door.

I went to a church, to a local church, very quiet church, nothing really going on too much, you know. And
all of a sudden I heard a voice behind me which said, I have healed you. You know, I touched my face.
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The cancer is still there. And I said, you know, what is this? You know, I have healed you. And I turned
around.

You know, there's an elderly couple sitting behind me, half asleep. I know that they weren't talking, you
know. So where did that voice come from, you know? And so I walked out of the service and I walked back
to the villa and I was all excited.

And I said to our chairman, I think God has healed me. God said he healed me. And he looked at my
cancer on my face and he thought I had lost my mind.

So maybe that's why he didn't fire me that day, you know. But we then did all of the meetings on Monday
and Tuesday and then while flying back, I still had the cancer there. And I said in the airplane, I said, Lord,
what is the matter? You said I'm healed and I'm not healed.

And the answer came back, if you love me, keep my commandments. If you love me, keep my
commandments. And you see, I still had adultery in my life.

I was living with a woman that was not my wife. My wife had remarried and I thought it was all right to
marry this woman. And then as I was in the plane, I was reading Scripture.

And guess where God led me to? He led me to the Scriptures that say that if your first wife or if your
spouse is still alive, then you're not to get remarried. And that's the way I got it. And so I said, well, what do
I do now? I landed at the airport.

I called up the pastor of the church I was going to and I said to him, Pastor, I don't know what to do, but I
have a relationship that goes back 18 years. And this woman expects me to marry her. And I wanted to
marry her many times, but each time there was a blow up, you know, and he said, no, you should stop it.

And I said, how do I do that? And he said, well, you better talk with her. And she was in Canada, I was in
the U.S. So I gave her a call. And then for the next four or five hours, beloved, I listened to some terrible
hurts that I had caused.

See, I had caused terrible hurts with my first family, and I have caused terrible hurts now with this woman.
And I explained to her how God had saved me, that I needed to do that which was right and to follow him,
to follow God. And she didn't understand.

But beloved, about a year and a half ago or so, I got a phone call from Canada, and it was her, and she
said to me, if God had not taken you away from me, I would have never found him. I would have never
found him. So God, God did a miraculous thing.

Now, after I was obedient that day, I came back with the airplane. The next morning, I was washing in the
basin, and all of a sudden, there was this black animal in the basin. Where did the black animal come
from? I didn't know.

It seemed to be glistening. It seemed to be moving. Where did this black animal come from? And then I
looked into the mirror, and my cancer had fallen off my face into the sink.

Praise God. You see, I was obedient to him, and that is how God then dealt with me. And beloved, there
are five points of personal revival.
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One is, if you love me, keep my commandments. You've got to keep his commandments. If you're still on
methane drugs, if you're still doing pornos, if you're still doing all of the other stuff, you've got to ask
yourself, am I really in the will of God? Am I really saved? Do I have the power through him to say no? And
beloved, he will give you the power.

He will help you. And so then the second step for me was that I realized that I needed to reestablish a
relationship with my daughters. This was one of the hardest things in my life, to ask them for forgiveness.

I called up my daughter Suzanne, and I said, Suzanne, I want to ask you for forgiveness. Can we meet?
She had gotten married in the meantime, and there was a six-foot-long couch, and she was sitting at one
end, her husband was sitting across, and I started out, and I said, Suzanne, I really want to truly ask you
for forgiveness for leaving you as a dad. I had no right to.

I had no right to do that. And she started weeping, and I said, and you are under no fault that I left you. It
was sin in my life.

And she moved a little bit closer to me. And I said, I was so proud. Will you forgive me for all of my pride?
And she moved a little bit closer.

And I said, I'm so selfish. I never realized that I didn't need to be proud and selfish, but with God's help, I'm
putting that aside. And she came a little bit closer.

And I said, will you forgive me for being over-controlling with you, never giving you a chance to talk? And
she came a little bit closer. And I said, I was judgmental. Will you forgive me? And she came a little bit
closer.

And I said, then I was sexually misused as a 10-year-old, and that's why I could never love you and hug
you after the age of 10. And she came, and she came to my arms, and we both wept, and she forgave me.
She forgave me.

She forgave me. And then my second daughter, my younger daughter, Angela, I called up, and I asked
her husband. And her husband said, Dad, I don't want you to talk to her.

You've done enough harm in her life as it is. I don't want you to talk to her. And God opened the door.

Six months later, I was sitting with them. He had all forgotten what it was all about. And I got half to my list.

And my daughter came, and she jumped into my arms. And she said, Dad, don't go on. Don't go on.

I've forgiven you a long, long time ago. So I needed to ask for forgiveness. Then I needed to forgive those
that had hurt me.

And, beloved, I did that. I forgave. And then I needed to make restitution where I could.

And I had saved for a retirement house. I gave that to the lady that I had been with for 18 years because I
could. And, beloved, where I had done wrong and taken things, even from the company, I made
restitution.

I repaid to the poor what I had taken. Because when Jesus talked with Zacchaeus, he said, salvation has
come to your house after he declared that he would make good what evil he had done. And so I tried to
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make as much good.

I had given the other house to my first wife. And so I tried to do as much as I could to make good. And so
the last point was becoming a living sacrifice, denying myself, doing the will of God, and doing what he
wanted me to do.

And so he called me into ministry in 2008. And I said, Lord, you cannot possibly use a man like me. You
cannot.

And God said, yes, I've called you. And then because of time, I will only give one miracle that happened.
And he said, I've called you for revival.

And one pastor got mad at me because I wouldn't declare that I was called. And he was shouting at me.
And I said, why are you shouting at me? He said, you've got to declare that God has called you.

You've got to do his will. And I said, I'm an old man. What do you want from me? How can God use an old
person like me? And so I went home that afternoon.

I didn't know what to do. And I said, Lord, you've called me for revival. I have no contacts.

I don't know what to do. And so the thought came, enter the word revival in a computer. So I entered the
word revival in the computer.

And up came a website called Wall Street Revival New York Pastor Bruce Berliner. And I said, am I
supposed to contact this man, Lord? No answer. The next morning at 6 a.m., I went to a breakfast, a
man's breakfast at 6 a.m., a Christian man's breakfast.

And I was there early. I like to sit in the back. So I went and sat at a round table in the back.

One man was sitting there. And I said to him, good morning. And he said to me, he looked at me and he
said, good morning, pastor.

And I didn't like that. And I said, look, I'm not a pastor because people always tried come ons with me
when I was in business. And so I wouldn't trust that.

And so I sort of said in a testy voice to him, who might you be? And he said, well, my name is Pastor
Bruce Berliner from Wall Street Revival New York. I nearly fell off my chair. And I said, you know, why are
you here? And he said, I don't know.

He said the Holy Spirit told me to get up and to come to this man's meeting. And he said, I've got two
churches to take care of and I have a funeral this morning and I don't want to be here. I have no reason to
be here.

And that moment I got scared of God. I wouldn't tell him that I knew why he was there. And then I said to
him, why are you calling me a pastor? And he said, well, you are.

You just don't know it yet. And so, beloved, an unworthy man, a story about God, what God did, what God
did with someone into drugs, into all kinds of evil, someone that left the family, someone that went his own
way. And here is a miracle from God.
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You're looking at a man that is unworthy, should not be here. But God did it. Now, maybe you feel
unworthy.

Maybe you want to take your life. Maybe you feel worthless. But you have a soul.

And that soul, God said, what shall it profit a man if he gains the whole world but loses his own soul? Your
soul is worth more than all the oil in this world. It's worth more than all the silver in this world. It's worth
more than all the gold in this world.

It's worth more than anything. Worth more than cars, than stretch limousines, than anything. So don't
throw away your soul, beloved, because you have that incredible gift that God has given you of a living
soul.

And then he died for you. God himself died so that you might live. That you might live.

That you might have a future and a hope. And so maybe you're saying, well, you know, this is not for me.
Yes, it is.

That's your only hope. That's your only future. You want to keep on lusting.

You want to keep on drinking. You want to keep on doing drugs that will never end. Because there is no
end to that except death and hell.

That's our future. So, beloved, also for your Christians, there are three groups here. Some of you are
walking righteously before the Lord.

Some of you are Christians who have to be obedient to God, like I needed to be obedient. If you love me,
keep my commandments. And then the third group of you might be people that feel hopeless, forgotten,
and cannot see where you might go the next day or where you might be.

And so here Christ said that he was sent to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives,
to recover the sight of the blind, and to set at liberty those who are oppressed. So let us close in a word of
prayer, please. Let every head be bowed, please.

And even before I pray, I wonder if there are those that have realized that God can use anybody. If God
used an old man like me, God can use you. And perhaps God has given you a call, and you have never
followed that call because you think you're unworthy.

But today you're saying, I'm seeing that this call is also for me. And so I'm asking you, if the Holy Spirit is
talking with you and has called you to do his will and to do his work, would you raise your hand and say to
God, I'm going to do what you've called me to do. I'm going to do what you've called me to do.

Thank you. And then perhaps those Christians here that say, I have not been walking righteously with
God. I have a tough time with all of these things that God wants me to do.

But in the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, I'm going to, from now on, start to walk in his ways. Would you
raise your hands, please? Let me see your hand for a moment. Let me see your hand for a moment.

And then you may put down your hands again. Thank you so much. You may put down your hands again.
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And you know, beloved, if the Holy Spirit is telling you that you're not living the life that you ought to, you
ought to raise your hand to God. Don't raise it to me. Raise it to God and say, God, I need your help to live
this Christian life the way you ought to.

And then the third group, perhaps there are those here that are brokenhearted to stay. Perhaps those that
are really, really stuck into those things where they need deliverance. Perhaps there are those that say,
I've never seen God in this life the way you've explained today.

But I want to have that Christ in my life. I want that liberty. I don't no longer want to be oppressed.

And if you're saying that, could I see your hand, please? Would you hold it up for a moment? Until I see it,
you just raise it to God, please. Don't raise it to me. Thank you so much.

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, I thank You so much, Lord, of what You did in this sinner's life. You saved
me.

You made me whole, Lord. And You're able to do that with everyone here. Tonight, Father, I thank You
that everyone came, Lord.

Let it be a blessing to their heart, Lord. If they are to follow You in their calling, help them to follow You,
Lord. If they're not walking in the way that they ought to as Christians, Lord, help them to start doing so
from this day forward.

And then, Lord, I pray that those that are oppressed, those that are deep in sin, Lord, I just pray that You
would loosen those bonds, Lord. But I know that they also need to tell You that they want it, Lord. So I
pray that You would help them to want it, Father.

And I thank You that You will do that. And I praise Your holy name. In Jesus' name, amen.

We're going to turn it over now to our dear Pastor Brian. Praise the Lord. We're going to stand to our feet.

And if you have made a decision tonight, dear friend, if you're making a decision tonight, God has spoken
to your heart through Brother Edgar, and you mean business with God. And you're serious about making
this decision of true surrender, absolute surrender to God. Maybe you want someone just to pray for you.

You want Brother Edgar to pray over you. There's others here up in the front that would love to pray for
you. But I don't want you to come unless you're absolutely serious.

You've counted the cost. You said, God has truly spoken to my heart tonight. And I want to give Him
everything.

I want to trust Him. I want to trust Him to make me what I could never become on my own. Take me where
I could never go.

God has taken this man where he could have never dreamed. And God has plans for you. He's got a
purpose and plan for each and everyone's life here tonight.

If God is speaking to you, and only if God is speaking to you, and you want to come and make a public
declaration, or you want to kneel here at this altar, and call upon the Lord, maybe you want someone to
pray with you. I want to invite you to come as Stan leads us in a song. We'd be delighted to pray for you,
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pray with you.

So as we sing, if you want to come, have the courage to step out and come. Respond to God.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/23/SID23462.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/edgar-reich/testimony-barnsdall/
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