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Prayer--1ts Possibilities
by E.M. Bounds

The sermon emphasizes the vast possihilities of prayer, its power to accomplish great things, and itsimportance
in the Christian life.

Scripture: John 14:13, James 5:16
Topics: "Power Of Prayer”, "Faith in Prayer"

Description

E.M. Bounds emphasizes the vast possibilities of prayer, illustrating how it serves as a powerful means of
grace that can move God to act in ways that would not occur without it. He highlights that prayer is not
merely a theoretical concept but a divine arrangement that can achieve great purposes and fulfill God's
promises. Bounds calls for believers to recognize the importance of prayer in advancing the gospel and
encourages them to pray with boldness and expectation, as the potential of prayer is limitless. He warns
against the limitations that prayerlessness imposes on God's work and urges the church to embrace the
full scope of prayer's possibilities. Ultimately, Bounds asserts that prayer is essential for spiritual growth
and the fulfillment of God's plans on earth.

Transcript

How vast are the possibilities of prayer! How wide is its reach! What great things are accomplished by this
divinely appointed means of grace! It lays its hand on Almighty God and moves him to do what he would
not otherwise do if prayer was not offered. It brings things to pass which would never otherwise occur. The
story of prayer is the story of great achievements. Prayer is a wonderful power placed by Almighty God in
the hands of his saints, which may be used to accomplish great purposes and to achieve unusual results.
Prayer reaches to everything, takes in all things great and small which are promised by God to the
children of men. The only limit to prayer are the promises of God and his ability to fulfill those promises.
"Open thy mouth wide and | will fill it."

The records of prayer's achievements are encouraging to faith, cheering to the expectations of saints, and
is an inspiration to all who would pray and test its value. Prayer is no mere untried theory. It is not some
strange unique scheme, concocted in the brains of men, and set on foot by them, an invention which has
never been tried nor put to the test. Prayer is a divine arrangement in the moral government of God,
designed for the benefit of men and intended as a means for furthering the interests of his cause on earth,
and carrying out his gracious purposes in redemption and providence. Prayer proves itself. It is
susceptible of proving its virtue by those who pray. Prayer needs no proof other than its accomplishments.
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If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine." If any man will know the virtue of prayer, if he will
know what it will do, let him pray. Let him put prayer to the test.

What a breadth is given to prayer! What heights it reaches! It is the breathing of a soul inflamed for God,
and inflamed for man. It goes as far as the gospel goes, and is as wide, compassionate, and prayerful as
is that gospel.

How much of prayer do all these unpossessed, alienated provinces of earth demand to enlighten them, to
impress them and to move them toward God and his Son, Jesus Christ? Had the professed disciples of
Christ only have prayed in the past as they ought to have done, the centuries would not have found these
provinces still bound in death, in sin, and in ignorance.

Alas! how the unbelief of men has limited the power of God to work through prayer! What limitations have
disciples of Jesus Christ put upon prayer by their prayerlessness! How the church, with her neglect of
prayer, has hedged about the gospel and shut up doors of access!

Prayer possibilities open doors for the entrance of the gospel: "Withal praying also for us that God would
open to us a door of utterance." Prayer opened for the apostles doors of utterance, created opportunities
and made openings to preach the gospel. The appeal by prayer was to God, because God was moved by
prayer. God was thereby moved to do his own work in an enlarged way and by new ways. Prayer
possibility gives not only great power, and opens doors to the gospel, but it gives facility as well to the
gospel. Prayer makes the gospel to go fast and to move with glorious swiftness. A gospel projected by the
mighty energies of prayer is neither slow, lazy nor dull. It moves with God's power, with God's radiance
and with angelic swiftness.

"Brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified," is the request of
the apostle Paul, whose faith reached to the possibilities of prayer for the preached Word. The gospel
moves altogether too slowly, often timidly, idly, and with feeble steps. What will make this gospel go
rapidly like a race runner? What will give this gospel divine radiance and glory, and cause it to move
worthy of God and of Christ? The answer is at hand. Prayer, more prayer, better prayer will do the deed.
This means of grace will give fast going, splendor, and divinity to the gospel.

The possibilities of prayer reach to all things. Whatever concerns man's highest welfare, and whatever has
to do with God's plans and purposes concerning men on earth, is a subject for prayer. In "whatsoever ye
shall ask," is embraced all that concerns us or the children of men and God. And whatever is left out of
"whatsoever" is left out of prayer. Where will we draw the lines which leave out or which will limit the word
"whatsoever"? Define it, and search out and publish the things which the word does not include. If
"whatsoever" does not include all things, then add to it the word "anything." "If ye shall ask anything in my
name, | will do it."

What riches of grace, what blessings, spiritual and temporal, what good for time and eternity, would have
been ours had we learned the possibilities of prayer and our faith had taken in the wide range of the divine
promises to us to answer prayer! What blessings on our times and what furtherance to God's cause had
we but learned how to pray with large expectations! Who will rise up in this generation and teach the
church this lesson? It is a child's lesson in simplicity, but who has learned it well enough to put prayer to
the test? It is a great lesson in its matchless and universal good. The possibilities of prayer are
unspeakable, but the lesson of prayer which realizes and measures up to these possibilities, who has
learned?
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In his discourse in John fifteen, our Lord seems to connect friendship for him with prayer, and his choosing
of his disciples seemed to have been with a design that through prayer they should bear much fruit.

"Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever | command you. Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you,
and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that whatsoever
ye shall ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you."

Here we have again the undefined and unlimited word, "whatsoever," as covering the rights and the things
for which we are to pray in the possibilities of prayer.

We have still another declaration from Jesus:

"Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it to you.
Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my name; ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full."

Here is a very definite exhortation from our Lord to largeness in praying. Here we are definitely urged by
him to ask for large things, and announced with the dignity and solemnity indicated by the double amen,
"Verily, Verily." Why these marvelous urgencies in this last recorded and vital conversation of our Lord
with his disciples? The answer is that our Lord might prepare them for the new dispensation, in which
prayer was to have such marvelous results, and in which prayer was to be the chief agency to conserve
and make aggressive his gospel.

In our Lord's language to his disciples about choosing them that should bear fruit, he clearly teaches us
that this matter of praying and fruit-bearing is not a petty business of our choice, or a secondary matter in
relation to other matters, but that he has chosen us for this very business of praying. He had specially in
mind our praying, and he has chosen us of his own divine selection, and he expects us to do this one thing
of praying and to do it intelligently and well. For he before says that he had made us his friends, and had
brought us into bosom confidence with him, and also into free and full conference with him. The main
object of choosing us as his disciples and of friendship for him was that we might be the better fitted to
bear the fruit of prayer.

Let us not forget that we are noting the possibilities of the true praying ones. "Anything" is the word of area
and circumference. How far it reaches we may not know. How wide it spreads, our minds fail to discover.
What is there which is not within its reach? Why does Jesus repeat and exhaust these words, all-inclusive
and boundless words, if he does not desire to emphasize the unbounded magnificence and illimitable
munificence of prayer? Why does he press men to pray, so that our very poverty might be enriched and
our limitless inheritance by prayer be secured?

We affirm with absolute certainty that Almighty God answers prayer. The vast possibilities, and the urgent
necessity of prayer lie in this stupendous fact that God hears and answers prayer. And God hears and
answers all prayer. He hears and answers every prayer, where the true conditions of praying are
met.Either this is so or it is not. If not, then is there nothing in prayer. Then prayer is but the recitation of
words, a mere verbal performance, an empty ceremony. Then prayer is an altogether useless exercise.
But if what we have said is true, then are there vast possibilities in prayer. Then is it far reaching in its
scope, and wide in its range. Then is it true that prayer can lay its hand upon Almighty God and move him
to do great and wonderful things.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 3



The benefits, the possibilities and the necessity of prayer are not merely subjective but are peculiarly
objective in their character. Prayer aims at a definite object. Prayer has a direct design in view. Prayer
always has something specific before the mind's eye. There may be some subjective benefits which
accrue from praying, but this is altogether secondary and incidental. Prayer always drives directly at an
object and seeks to secure a desired end. Prayer is asking, seeking and knocking at a door for something
we have not, which we desire, and which God has promised to us.

Prayer is a direct address to God. "In everything let your requests be made known unto God." Prayer
secures blessings, and makes men better because it reaches the ear of God. Prayer is only for the
betterment of men when it has affected God and moved him to do something for men. Prayer affects men
by affecting God. Prayer moves men because it moves God to move men. Prayer influences men by
influencing God to influence them. Prayer moves the hand that moves the world.

That power is prayer, which soars on high,
Through Jesus to the throne;

And moves the hand which moves the world,
To bring salvation down.

The utmost possibilities of prayer have rarely been realized. The promises of God are so great to those
who truly pray, when he puts himself so fully into the hands of the praying ones, that it almost staggers our
faith and causes us to hesitate with astonishment. His promise to answer, and to do and to give "all
things," "anything," "whatsoever," and "all things whatsoever," is so large, so great, so exceeding broad,
that we stand back in amazement and give ourselves to questioning and doubt. We "stagger at the
promises through unbelief." Really the answers of God to prayer have been pared down by us to our little
faith, and have been brought down to the low level of our narrow notions about God's ability, liberality, and
resources. Let us ever keep in mind and never for one moment allow ourselves to doubt the statement
that God means what he says in all of his promises. God's promises are his own word. His veracity is at
stake in them. To question them is to doubt his veracity. He cannot afford to prove faithless to his word. "In
hope of eternal life, which God that cannot lie, promised before the world began." His promises are for
plain people, and he means to do for all who pray just what he says he will do. "For he is faithful that hath
promised."

Unfortunately we have failed to lay ourselves out in praying. We have limited the Holy One of Israel. The
ability to pray can be secured by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit, but it demands so strenuous and
high a character that it is a rare thing for a man or woman to be on "praying ground and on pleading terms
with God." It is as true today as it was in the days of Elijah, that "the fervent, effectual prayer of a righteous
man availeth much." How much such a prayer avails, who can tell?

The possibilities of prayer are the possibilities of faith. Prayer and faith are Siamese twins. One heart
animates them both. Faith is always praying. Prayer is always believing. Faith must have a tongue by
which it can speak. Prayer is the tongue of faith. Faith must receive. Prayer is the hand of faith stretched
out to receive. Prayer must rise and soar. Faith must give prayer the wings to fly and soar. Prayer must
have an audience with God. Faith opens the door, and access and audience are given. Prayer asks. Faith
lays its hand on the thing asked for.
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God's omnipotent power is the basis of omnipotent faith and omnipotent praying. "All things are possible to
him that believeth," and "all things whatsoever" are given to him who prays. God's decree and death yield
readily to Hezekiah's faith and prayer. When God's promise and man's praying are united by faith, then
"nothing shall be impossible." Importunate prayer is so all powerful and irresistible that it obtains promises,
or wins where the prospect and the promise seem to be against it. In fact, the New Testament promise
includes all things in heaven and in earth. God, by promise, puts all things he possesses into man's hands.
Prayer and faith put man in possession of this boundless inheritance.

Prayer is not an indifferent or a small thing. It is not a sweet little privilege. It is a great prerogative,
far-reaching in its effects. Failure to pray entails losses far beyond the person who neglects it. Prayer is
not a mere episode of the Christian life. Rather the whole life is a preparation for and the result of prayer.
In its condition, prayer is the sum of religion. Faith is but a channel of prayer. Faith gives it wings and
swiftness. Prayer is the lungs through which holiness breathes. Prayer is not only the language of spiritual
life, but also makes its very essence and forms its real character.

O for a faith that will not shrink

Though pressed by every foe;

That will not tremble on the brink

Of any earthly woe.

Lord, give us such a faith as this,

And then, whate'er may come,

We'll taste e'en here, the hallowed bliss

Of our eternal home.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/em-bounds/prayer-its-possibilities/
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