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A Biblical Family - a Tool in God's Hands (Part
2)

by Erlo Stegen

The biblical family is a tool in God's hands, and parents must take responsibility for their children's spiritual

well-being by being thorough in dealing with sin, using discipline, and training them spiritually.

Duration: 1:02:07

Scripture: Exodus 20:5-6, Matthew 10:34, Matthew 12:48-50, John 1:12, Ephesians 3:15-18, Colossians 3:2

Topics: "Biblical Family"

Description

In this final service of a weekend conference on the biblical family, the preacher emphasizes the
importance of parents repenting of their sins and seeking forgiveness from God. He warns that the
iniquities of parents can have consequences for their children up to the third and fourth generation. The
preacher shares a story of a baby who cried incessantly after birth, illustrating the potential effects of
parental sin on their offspring. He urges parents to take their family responsibilities seriously, including
providing spiritual leadership and proper discipline. The preacher also highlights the need for cultural
preservation and self-discipline within the Zulu community.

Transcript

Take this service, Lord, let it be in your hands. Work in a wonderful way, touch every heart. May our
meeting together not be in vain.

But bring forth much fruit. Amen. So this is the final service in this weekend conference that we've had.

And I'd like to continue with the theme of the conference, the biblical family. Which is a tool in God's
hands. I'm not going to read the verse, I'm just starting.

Because I'm actually going to make reference to many different verses as I speak. In speaking about the
family. It is important for every parent to remember that God will visit their iniquities upon their children,
their offspring.

Very often, the children have got to bear the consequences of their parents' sin. Never forget that. Up to
the third and fourth generation.
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That should lead every parent, father and mother, to repentance with godly sorrow and strong crying. Say,
oh God, please blot out my sin. Don't treat them casually and superficially.

You may say, well it causes me little pain now, it doesn't really trouble me. But it will sting you in later
years when you see those sins in the lives of your children and your grandchildren. You may say, oh God,
please blot out my sin.

Don't treat them casually and superficially. You may say, well it causes me little pain now, it doesn't really
trouble me. Therefore parent, be thorough, be serious about every single sin, turning from it, repenting
from it, lest you sorrow and you are stung as you see it in your offspring in the future.

It's good to repent and to thoroughly deal with sin. Otherwise you'll find that it will come back to haunt you.
And when you are exposed before the world as to what you've really been up to, deal with secret sin.

So take note of that mother, father, grandfather, grandmother, repent thoroughly of your sin, deal with it,
go deep with God in thoroughly parting from your sin, that it would be blotted out. For God has said that he
visits the iniquities of the fathers upon the third and fourth generation. So ask God to remove the
consequence, to remove the curse upon your offspring.

And to those who love the Lord, God blesses to the thousandth generation. Let me illustrate for you what it
means. A certain woman had a baby in hospital.

Now that baby, after birth it was still a few days old, it was crying and shrieking. Right from birth it was
crying, it could not be stopped. The doctor was at a loss, didn't know what to do.

The little child doesn't speak, is it maybe stomach cramps? In his loss he asked for a specialist to come.
Eventually there were four or five doctors encircling the bed of this baby. They were at a loss as to what
the cause was of this child crying so.

Then one of the doctors had an idea. He went out to the visitor section and asked if anybody had a
cigarette. He got that and could light it.

And then he blew smoke upon the face of this child. It immediately relaxed, it was at ease. And the cause
was, it was suffering from withdrawal symptoms of nicotine.

If you smoke as a mother, your child is influenced. Maybe you are promiscuous and you mess around with
children. You abuse girls and you will find that as you have children, they will grow up with that multiplied
and you will suffer terribly when you see how they are promiscuous.

Now we are, we reap today. Researchers say that children, one in three children in South Africa has been
sexually molested before the age of ten years. Just imagine, children under ten years, every third child has
had sex already.

Because such a thing, South Africa is a cursed country. But praise God for those that are upright, pure
and clean. But a third is ripe for hell.

Seventeen percent of young children, teenagers, have spread AIDS already in South Africa. Seventeen
percent of young children, teenagers, have spread AIDS already in South Africa. Sixty-six percent of
children under the age of eighteen have been sexually involved.
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And that accounts to fifteen million people in South Africa. Under eighteen years, local are morally rotten.
Parents don't treat these things lightly.

As sure as there is a God in heaven, you reap what you have sown, unless you repent properly. And don't
confess your sins superficially. Going to the dentist, a tooth is troubling you and he pulls it out.

You think, oh my, thank goodness, everything is gone. At night you can't sleep. Why? Next day you've got
to go back to the dentist.

He digs with his fork. Oh, there's still a root that remained. In your confession, be honest, truthful and
confess everything.

Don't withhold a mite or a trace of anything. Twelve to fourteen thousand children are born every year with
a certain syndrome which makes them born abnormally because of the alcoholism of the parents. Even
your selfishness and your greed, you pass on to your children.

And they suffer because of it, because of the father and the mother. Sanctify yourselves. Be thorough that
the curse would be removed from you and from your offspring, the generations to come.

That's the first point. Secondly, don't ignore your family responsibilities. Now, parents have certain
responsibilities which they must fulfill regarding their children.

Spiritual leadership must, must, M-U-S-T, begin at home. Take care of your children. Treat them well.

Use discipline. Use proper discipline at home. Now, you of the Zulu nation, you shouldn't wonder as to
what that means, but the problem is you've all lost your culture.

You've become like the white man. This is the Zulu culture. The Zulu way of life.

The Zulu way of life. Use discipline. This is the Zulu way of life.

Use discipline. This is the Zulu way of life. The Zulu way of life.

Use discipline. This is the Zulu way of life. The Zulu way of life.

Today all that is lost and you find that they will go to prostitutes. Teach. Train your children.

I can't cover all the territory that we've already looked at in this conference. You need to train your
children. If you cannot lead your children, you cannot lead the church.

The Lord Jesus never denied his responsibilities concerning his own family. His earthly family. His flesh
was like our flesh, but his blood wasn't like our blood.

His blood was divine. A child doesn't get a drop of blood from the mother, only from the father. The rest
the child gets from the mother.

So he had divine blood. He was a true man and a true God. Both in one.

It's not difficult to understand. And that's why his blood is called the precious blood. Precious blood.

His flesh was like ours, but not his blood. The life is in the blood. And if he would have had our blood, he'd
be a sinner just like you and me.
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It seems that Joseph, the husband of Mary, passed away quite quickly. And that Jesus took up the
responsibilities of leadership in the home. In spite of the fact that he was a man of God, In spite of being
the son of God.

Not Joseph. Not the first Adam. He was the second one.

The son of God. He didn't shun his earthly responsibilities. And if we do that, we are worse than the
heathen.

If you can't take care of your parents, and just send them to an old age home. If you can't take care of your
children, You're just like a wild animal. But the animals may be still got a higher standard.

You know the ostrich? The very tall animal, the ostrich? Bird? And when it has young? Now it is said that
the baby was walking with its mother, ostrich. Crossing the road. And a car arrived on the scene.

It was a car with a horn. It drove toward the mother of the child. And the child realized that the father of the
ostrich was the mother of the baby.

He took the child to his mother. The child was sitting. Now it actually happened that the father, ostrich, as it
was crossing the road with it's young.

As this car approached, it stood in its way, it opened its wings and it stopped the car in its tracks until the
babies were able to cross. Now just think, that's just an animal looking after its young. Some people are
worse than wild animals.

Some men just have babies and they don't care about them. They don't look after them, or they'll take a
wife and they don't look after her financially, they just ignore her. And that is an absolute scandal, it is a
shameful thing.

Matthew 15 verse 4 In Matthew 15 verse 4, Jesus rebukes the Pharisees and said, Although you know the
scriptures say that you should care for your parents, what you do is you make light of it and you use an
escape clause to say, Well actually I need to use my financial assets and that to help the synagogue and
do this and that instead of caring for them. If you claim that you're supporting the church or supporting the
spreading of the gospel, but you cannot take care of your own family and of your parents, well Jesus
names you with the Pharisees. If you claim that you're supporting the church or supporting the spreading
of the gospel, but you cannot take care of your own family and of your parents, well Jesus names you with
the Pharisees.

If you claim that you're supporting the church or supporting the spreading of the gospel, well Jesus names
you with the Pharisees. Now you find the phenomenon of grannies having to look after children in the
home because their daughters have been out there being promiscuous, they come and bring these
children home, these illegitimate children, they lay them like eggs and they just disappear again and
grannies have to use their little bit of money to support the children. That's the generation of Sodom and
Gomorrah.

Even on the cross, while hanging there, Jesus thought of his family, he said, Mother, this is your son and
son, this is your mother. If we cannot support our families and take care of the financial security of our
families, we are just going to be food for the devil. We are worse than the heathen.
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Now I leave that point and go to another. Much has been said about the family. But it would be an awful
mistake to ignore this point now which surpasses all others.

The spiritual family, that is of greatest importance. Not just the unity of your earthly family. Not just that a
couple are made one flesh.

Being one flesh means nothing. The monkeys in the bush, the cattle on the hills can be one. The great
thing is our spiritual relationship, the spiritual family.

And in Isis and Sapphira, a beautiful couple, one in heart and one in soul, but both were damned. Herod,
and his wife who he had actually stolen from his brother, and her daughter Herodias. What a beautiful
couple.

How the daughter was one with her mother and how they were one with Herod. And when the mother
spoke, the daughter was obedient. No matter what she asked, the daughter would do it.

But it was a oneness out of hell. May God grant that your family will never be a deceived family. Your
family will be a family with a hellish oneness.

The spiritual family, a family that is spiritual, is of great importance. If you look at the other side, you miss
the whole thing. Jesus said, I haven't come to bring peace on earth, I've come to bring a sword.

Though there are five in a family, I come with my sword, there will be two on one side and three on the
other. I haven't come to bring peace, I've come to bring a separating sword. So you Christian parents,
don't be derailed spiritually.

If a child of yours or more of them go off and go in their own direction, Jesus said, I've come to separate.
As long as you're not under one blanket and under one roof with those people. You can only be one with
them in spirit and in Christ.

A spiritual family. And the Bible teaches us quite clearly that when a person is born again, then he is in
God's family. And so if we pray, we pray our Father.

We're not united with those children who are rebellious and living their lifestyle of sin. No, we don't speak
of a similar father, we're not in the same family there. That's why I said to these gentlemen, these fathers
here, we are now in one family.

We have our earthly fathers, but we have our heavenly father. There is one spiritual family. And so what is
of greatest importance is our heavenly father.

Your earthly father, the Bible tells you to honor him. In that verse, it doesn't say that you must obey him
because he might tell you things that you cannot obey. But regarding our heavenly father, we are told not
just to honor him, but to obey him.

God says, you honor your father. Honor him, even if he's an alcoholic, a drunkard. But the father in
heaven, be obedient and don't obey your earthly father if he tells you something wrong.

You say, well God says, I must obey him. No. If you rightly divide the word of God, you must honor him,
but don't obey him.
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But the one up there, obey him at all costs. The father in heaven, be obedient and don't obey your earthly
father. The father in heaven, be obedient and don't obey your earthly father if he tells you something
wrong.

Now we've used the example these days of Timothy, how he had the faith from his family. His mother was
a believer. So Eunice was a Christian Jewess who had married a Greek man.

We don't know about his faith, but he certainly got the faith from his mother. Timothy was a pastor. Eunice
was a nun.

Eunice was a Christian. Timothy was a pastor. Eunice was a Christian.

Timothy was a pastor. They're all pastors, but not bad pastors. They're hybrids.

I hope that they've got the best of every nation. There is only one real family, and that is the Church of
Jesus Christ. They are the family of God the Father.

In Ephesians 3.15 It says that He is the Father of all families and of the heavenly family. In one translation
it says, He is the Father of all the offspring of God. The family of God consists of His offspring.

His church is His family. If you're born again, repented, forsaken your sin, you remember of the greatest
family where God Himself is the Father. And we are all the heirs.

What a family. The best family. In Yom Kippur, it says, When Jesus was told, Hey, here's your mother and
here are your brothers.

He said, What do you mean? Who are my mothers? Who are my brothers? Those who do the will of God.
Are you conscious of the fact that you belong to that family? What does it mean to you? Does your earthly
family mean more than that family? That shows where you are. Outside.

You're not inside. Make sure that you belong to the right family. You belong to that family outside that does
know the presence of their heavenly Father.

And the blissfulness and blessedness of being one with your brothers and sisters. We're born of God.
Jesus, in spite of the fact that he cared for his earthly family, his spiritual mother and spiritual brother was
dearer and closer and meant more to him than any carnal bond or fleshly relationship.

That is why Jesus said, He who loves his father or mother or wife or children or anyone more than me is
not worthy of me. Maybe it would be good if we stop for a while and pause for a while and give you a
chance to weigh your family and the spiritual family. What does mean more to you? What is more precious
to you? Maybe you'll be shocked when you see where you stand in reality.

You'll read Ephesians when you are at home 3, 15 to 18, 20. You'll marvel at the greatness, the glory, the
blessedness of being part of the spiritual family of God. You'll read Ephesians when you are at home 3, 15
to 18, 20.

You'll marvel at the greatness, the glory, the blessedness of being part of the spiritual family of God. You'll
marvel at the greatness, the glory, the blessedness of being part of the spiritual family of God. So if you
pray the Lord's Prayer, if you say, Our Father, you are including only those who are part of the heavenly
family.
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Even your own children, if they are not part of God's family, then they are excluded from the Our Father.
So if you pray the Lord's Prayer, if you say, Our Father, you are including only those who are part of the
heavenly family. Even your own children, if they are not part of God's family, then they are excluded from
the Our Father.

If your child is following the devil, then you should rather be praying, Oh Father, please save my child.
Give them repentance because their father is the devil. Oh how awful it is when parents just assume that
their children are Christians.

They treat them as if they belong to the heavenly Father and secretly the child is living in sin. Maybe
having a relationship with their boyfriend, using the cell phone to conduct their relationship. And you think
everything is fine and we are a nation being destroyed.

I'm drawing to a close. Dear Father, dear Mother, don't be happy with your children because they are one
with you. And you've got an intact family.

A family that stands together. That means nothing. It can be worth nothing more than a rotten egg.

That egg that you won't take and put it into the frying pan and enjoy. The only worth of that egg is give it to
the pigs and feed the pigs. Children or a child or a father or a mother who isolates himself from the
spiritual family is far away.

And if you parents are happy about your child being one with you, one with the rest of the family, but not
one with the church, you are deceived. Maybe just as rotten as your child is. Dear Father, dear Mother,
don't be happy with your children because they are one with you.

And you've got an intact family. You read Ephesians 3. Plus minus 18. People who isolate themselves
from the church and the spiritual family cut themselves off from real life, the great love and power of God.

According to Ephesians 3, if that letter doesn't lie, and if it's true what it says, God promises His great love
and power and blessing to His family. And if you don't want to have anything to do with that family and not
having fellowship, I needn't tell you where you are presently and where you'll be in the future. And woe to
you if your earthly family means more to you than your spiritual family.

In doing that, you are disqualifying yourself. Can you understand it in English? If you understand it, never
forget it. The spiritual family is ten thousand times more valuable than the family of doctors.

The spiritual family is worth ten thousand times more than the earthly family. And the wonderful thing is we
can be part of the heavenly family right here. And not only are we part of the present family, the church of
God, but we are part of all those who have passed on, who belong to the Lord.

Part of this family is up there. The other part is here. And soon we'll be together.

But those that say, no, I can't have fellowship with those, I needn't tell you where that person belongs to.
And if you accept it and rejoice because of that, you deceive yourself or a demon or a devil has deceived
you. Be one with those who are members of the heavenly, the spiritual family.

And may the bond with those be closer than any earthly bond. He who has an ear to hear, let him hear
what the Spirit says and what the Word says. Let's bow our heads and pray.
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Help us, Lord. Help us, Lord, not just to be those who honor the Word or respect the Word, but who obey
and do what the Heavenly Father says. Lord, that we wouldn't be hurt in any way by a word, but instead
rejoice greatly and be delighted at the majesty and the greatness of being part of the heavenly family.

Amen. Christians for truth, go and stand for the truth and shout it out to all the world that it will be clear that
everyone who hears the sound will understand what you are saying. Loud and clear, that all the world will
know the message.

The Bible speaks about an unclear trumpet call that can be confusing and some people might not know
what does it mean. Is it a call to battle or to lay down arms? And it's confusing. Christians for truth, go out
and speak what is clear and let it be something that is truthful, obvious.

Let's not just be the chaff of the earth, but have the real thing. Our message should be crystal clear. That
even the blind can see it.

And those that have got hardened and stiff necked hearts and necks should be touched by it. So don't
waste any more time, from now on, from today, be a true Christian for truth. Not one that is just rubbishy.

Redeem the time, the time is short. You can't afford wasting your time. You'll have to give account before
God, not only of the words, idle words you have spoken, the deeds you have done, but even your time,
how you spent it.

Now may the grace of God be with you all, the grace that is greater than any sin. Where sin abounds,
much more the grace of God. May you experience that.

The love of God be poured out in your heart, that you love what He loves and hate what He hates. And
may you know what it means to live with the Holy Spirit in His presence, that His fellowship, the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit would be a reality in your life. So that He can lead you into all the truth.

And that you won't be a member of Christians for truth, but can pay children. You can't win others, and the
next time when you come and God has still kept us, you'll bring somebody along who wasn't here today.
Every woman who can't pay children feels something in the heart.

And if you can't pay spiritual children, much more you should be upset by it and cry to God because of it.
That if you haven't got earthly children, God has paid you of many things, rejoice. And the Bible says,
many more the children of him or her who didn't bring children into this world.

Many more. The Bible says, many more the children of him or her who didn't bring children into this world.
The Bible says, many more the children of him or her who didn't bring children into this world.

Bye.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/14/SID14386.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/erlo-stegen/a-biblical-family-a-tool-in-gods-hands-part-2/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 9SermonIndex.net  |  Page 9

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


