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Being Blessed by Jesus
by Erlo Stegen

The Lord Jesus' love for his mother is a model for us, and we should seek to care for our parents and relatives in

the same way, while also staying close to the cross and seeking God's will in all areas of life.

Duration: 56:37

Scripture: Psalm 119:33, Proverbs 20:1, John 19:26

Topics: "Blessing"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of focusing on the Bible and the gospel rather
than indulging in alcohol and worldly desires. He shares a story of a young couple who decided to get
married in church and make a generous donation to mission work as a condition of their engagement. The
preacher encourages the congregation to prioritize their relationship with God and follow His teachings,
even in the face of challenges and hardships. He also highlights the significance of the wedding rings as a
symbol of commitment and reminds the audience that Jesus cares for and provides for His followers, as
demonstrated by His concern for His mother even while suffering on the cross.

Transcript

The first miracle you did, Lord, was at a wedding. You honoured it. You honoured marriage in a special
way.

And we pray that you would be in our midst today and turn the water, plain water, into life-giving wine.
Presence yourself, speak to each one, especially to the bridal couple. But may no one in our midst be
excluded, no matter who he is, where he comes from, young or old.

May it be a memorable time. Amen. Karl-Heinz said it would be good if we spoke in English.

There are some Englishmen among us who do not understand German and no Afrikaans. And that we
then speak mainly in English. Now, for a couple of days, whenever I thought of this service, a word came
to my mind, and something that happened just before the Lord died while he was still in the greatest
anguish, agony, the greatest that any human being has experienced.

And that is the portion we find in John chapter 19, verse 26. When Jesus therefore saw his mother and the
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, woman, behold your son. Then he said to
the disciple, behold your mother.
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And from that hour the disciple took her into his own household. In the Greek language it says he made
her his own, his own property. On the invitation card it is written, Lord, teach me to follow your decrees
then I will keep them to the end.

Lord, show me, Lord, the way of your commandments, that I may keep them to the end. And I believe that
this word is like a commandment to you today. I believe that this is a decree, this word even, to Carl Heinz
and Jenny, and how good it would be if you would keep it to the end, right to the end, bis ans Ende.

To me, this is like one of the greatest miracles that Jesus did. When he hung on the cross in terrible pain
and anguish, he went through hell. No person before him or after him could have suffered like him.

And yet, in this great anguish, he still cared for his mother. He still cared for his mother. When Jesus was a
baby and they brought him into the temple, there was an old prophet, Simeon.

And he took the child and then he spoke. And the parents were surprised by what he said. And then there
was a word, he says, to Mary, the mother.

The sword will stab you into your heart. Das Schwert wird dein Herz durchbohren. Now, that word went
into fulfillment right there at the cross.

When the mother saw her dear son crucified, she could have died of the pain. It must have been terrible
as a mother to see your blessed one, and he was the most blessed, being crucified. And Jesus attended
to her need right there on the cross.

And he said, woman, he didn't say mother. Maybe that would have made the pain, aggravate the pain
even more. He said, woman, there's your son.

Son, there's your mother. Now, Mary had many sons. There was Jacob, there was Joseph, some
interpretations say Joseph.

There was Judas, and there was Simon. He had four brothers that were born after him. And then he still
had sisters.

Now, it may, if you carefully look at this, seem to be a bit strange. Wie hat Jacobus wohl gefühlt, als er die
Sührte? Jesus says to John, there's your mother. And John took her from that time on as his mother.

They still stood at the cross. They didn't leave, he didn't take her home right there. They were at the cross
to the end.

But he took Mary as his own mother. And Mary took John as her son. If you think about it, you could say,
oh, Jacob could have had bad feelings about it.

Because it was his mother. Or some of the brothers could have said, well, that's not right. We are her
children.

We've got to take care of her. And there were even sisters. And sometimes, I say sometimes, the English
say, a daughter can take baby.

Better care of the parent than the son. Well, if you look at me, I'm a good specimen for that. You can see
it, that I'm treated very well.
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When I, when my children were small, one came and comforted me and said, don't worry, when you're
old, they'll take care of you better than a boy would do. Well, it shouldn't be like that. The boys should be
able to look after their parents as well and sympathize with them.

And take care of them with much sympathy and feeling and enrich their lives. So boys are not exempt of
that. Now, the Lord Jesus always cared for his mother.

He was the oldest in the family. Their father must have died many years before, nobody knows when. But
then Jesus took care of the family.

Now, when he hung on the cross, for a moment he forgot about his own pain. You know, when we
experience something, everything can circle just around ourselves. We're so egocentric.

We don't even see, see others, the need of others. We're just busy with our own things. And young people
can be like that.

When there are elderly people, they're just busy with their own things. That's not good. We can learn that
of our Lord.

So, in his greatest anguish, he had time for her. He cared for her. And he said, woman, there's your son.

Son, there's your mother. Maybe just by the way, we could have a short look at those that were around
him. There were so many Marys.

Don't know, it must have been a famous name in that time. We read in verse 25, but they were standing
by the cross of Jesus, his mother. Her name was Mary.

His mother's sister, when we read the Gospels in the Andron Evangelion, Matthäus, Marcus, Lukas. And
Salome was the sister of Mary. And she bore John and James, Jacobus.

So, in other words, Mary, the mother of Jesus, was John's aunt. And John and Jesus were cousins. All
those that stood around there were related to the disciples and to the Lord Jesus.

A beautiful picture, when you found relatives being together, one, and the devil will do everything to
destroy that. Well, the Lord said he didn't come to bring peace. He'd provide even families.

But in spite of that, it's a wonderful thing. If people of one flesh and blood can be united. And then we find
the other Mary.

In the 2nd century, there was a priest, or priests, and one of those priests in the 2nd century said that he
was a brother of Joseph. Joseph was Joseph, the man of Mary, the mother of Jesus. So, we've got a
family group around the cross.

Now, that was just by the way. Now, Jesus says, Mary, there is your son. And from that time on, John
accepted her as his own mother.

He took her home to Jerusalem. She didn't go home to where she came from. At first, she stayed in
Jerusalem, because we read that after some weeks, when they prayed, the disciples, Mary was with them.

So, she stayed in John's home. He must have had a home as well in Jerusalem. She stayed with John.
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John had a mother, a new mother. In the meantime, he had his own mother, Salome. His father was
Zebedee, and they were still alive.

A real family business. I said, it's marvelous if they are together. But, if they are not together, then it's
better if they are far apart, because then there can be much strife.

Feel chunk and strife. It's not supposed to be like that. If we are obedient to Jesus, he will never make a
mistake.

Then he will be obedient to the blessing for all. Well, today, it's as if he says to you, Karl-Heinz, there is
your wife. To Jenny, there is your husband.

A second marriage can be problematic. It's easier when the children are still small. But when they get a
little bigger, it can be difficult.

But it can also be wonderful when you take it out of the hands of the Lord. Oh, I'm sorry, I thought I was
speaking English. It can be problematic if a person gets married the second time.

Although, one says, when a man marries for the second time, she's got a royal time. He carries her on his
hands. The first woman didn't have such a good time.

But there are always exceptions to the rules. And I was saying it's more difficult if they get married and the
children are bigger already. The husband was used to the first wife.

She had her ways. He's used to her. Now somebody else comes into the house.

She's not the same. She has got the same character. She doesn't act the same way.

So, humanly speaking, it could be problematic. And then, the children are still there. But, I've just spoken
about a family circle.

And when the Lord Jesus spoke, He changed everything. A new chapter started. The Lord Jesus died.

He was the best son there's ever been in this world. Nobody could have cared for his mother better than
the Lord Jesus. And now, John has got to be the son.

He could have said, well, I can't care for her as the Lord Jesus did. I'm not so good. I'm not so wise.

I'm not so tactful. And she may have said, well, I had to be the son. I don't know what John will be like.

How we'll get on together. But it was the best for them. Nothing better could have happened.

We may say, why did the Lord Jesus choose John to take his place? And to look after Mary? Because
we've heard she had four sons. She had daughters as well. There are those that say, He did it because
John stayed close to the cross to the end.

The brothers went there. They weren't even believers. They went there at the cross.

But John, the only one of the disciples at that moment was there. And because of that, some say God
chose him. The other sons lost that privilege of having Mary as their mother.
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But John, because he stayed close to the cross, he was the winner. He was blessed. That shows us the
greatest importance of staying close to the cross.

To the end. Because if we don't, we may miss out. We may lose many a blessing that we may never
experience and gain again.

So the best for you and for me is to say, stay close at the cross. Don't have time for anything else.
Otherwise, you may lose your greatest blessings.

And that's a terrible tragedy if something like that happens. But John was there. And that's why he was
blessed.

Don't say, oh, then he had to do with another old woman. That's the language of the modern times. When
children said, oh, it's too much trouble.

Take her to an old age home. Well, we've become heathen in more than in one way. But for a person who
stays close at the cross, says the best.

Blessing for me is to have my parents close to me. To care for them. To be with them.

Greatest honor. And John took her and cared for her as his own mother. And Carl Hines, you've borne
testimony to the fact that you feel it is God's will that you get married to Jenny.

Jenny, you prayed about it and you said you feel that's God's way for you. So in other words, it's the same
that Jesus said. Carl Hines, it's your wife.

Jenny, that is your husband. And then there are the children. You didn't bring them into this world.

And Mary didn't bring John into this world. But he said, woman, this is your son. That means on judgment
day, God will say, Jenny, I gave you sons and daughters.

And then it will come to light whether they were sons and daughters. Real sons and daughters to you as if
you brought them into this world. If you are obedient to what you feel that God has told you, then that's the
way you've got to act.

That's the way you've got to speak. That's the way you've got to feel. That's the way you've got to care for
them as your own children.

And that you treat her as if she were your real mother. Even if she was not born to you. But spiritually and
by the will of God, she is like your own mother.

Because of this, you have not become poor, but rich. And I would like to use the word blessed. To me from
heaven has come into your family and into your life.

And you are blessed when you accept this. John, when it is said, this is your mother, he took her to
himself. Right to his house.

And he took care of her. He looked after her. Until she died.

He did not wait and said, Oh, I want to think about it first. Whether this is possible. Whether I can do this.
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He was obedient. And so it is in your life. God has taken your mother to himself.

She is in the glory. She has it much better than we have it here. She is in the glory.

She does not look back. Never. I asked a farmer the other day, Do you look back? Often I do that.

And they say no, no, no. But you get some who say, Yes, I'm sorry. But, There are also those who say, No
thought of looking back.

May the Lord give you the conception that John had. And has her as a mother. Despite the fact that he
had his own mother.

Now he had two mothers. And he looked after her. And we have heard that some say, He became a
preacher.

He became a disciple. He was a bishop of the church. In Jerusalem.

But she didn't go back to him. Jesus had said, This is your mother. And I believe that the brother said,
What he said is best.

And we want it to be like that. Johannes, don't worry. We're not jealous.

We don't say, oh, why? His will be done in our lives. As it is done in heaven. If you live like that,
Karl-Heinz, It will be no problem.

Jenny, It will be a blessed life. Glory. For you.

As he. And for your children. Wife.

That's your son. Son. That's your mother.

Karl-Heinz. That's your wife. From the hand of God.

Wife. That's your husband. That's your children.

That's your mother. Jesus brings heaven. He never brings hell.

The devil does that. Give him no room. Do what Jesus says.

Then the whole story becomes a wonderful one. Don't forget that. And now I want to close.

Many of us come from German stock. In northern Germany, in the 1840s, God started a revival. The
preacher there was Louis Harms.

Well, he didn't play church. When you read his sermons and hear what he says, then you can understand
why he had to appear before the church council and the church court over 60 times. He gave people pure
wine.

He preached that the Holy Spirit was shaking. And he says one day a young girl came to him from a
neighboring district. She didn't belong to his church.
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And it was a dear girl, a Christian girl. She just wanted to go God's way. So there was a young boy who
wanted to get engaged to her.

But the Christians at that time, the young people didn't communicate together. The boy wouldn't go to the
girl and flirt with her and woo her There was no secret between them. When the boy felt it is God's will to
get married, he wanted a Christian girl and a good girl.

And he saw her. Then he went to the father and the mother of the girl and said, may I get engaged to your
daughter? Before he had spoken a word to her he went to the parents. And the parents they said, we
honor and respect you that you've come to us to speak to us before you have spoken to her.

But we can't say yes for her. Let us call her and hear what she says. And then she came.

And then they asked her do you want to get engaged to this young man? And at the end she said yes. And
then this, to make a long story short, you can read it in the book Goldene Epfel of Silben and Schalen
Golden apples on a silver plate. And he was a must in telling stories.

You'll be blessed by many things that he said. Now our forefathers came to South Africa because of him.
He sent the missionaries and the farmers.

So this young bright girl who wanted to go God's way said before we get married, let's go to Louis Hams
and visit him and let him bless our engagement. And the boy was a boy who wanted to be a Christian or
was a Christian and they went and met at Louis Hams place. And when they were there he spoke to the
first of them.

They said we want to get engaged we want you to bless our engagement. We don't want to get engaged
like the others with booze and dance and things. Oh, Louis Hams when you spoke about dancing and
drinking, he'd spit fire.

And they came to him and said we want you to bless to bless our engagement. So he admonished them
and then he said I can see that you love each other but allow me before I bless you to ask you a personal
question Girl you love that young man young man you love this girl that's good but may I ask you whether
Jesus has got the first place young man in your life and young girl in your life Before I bless you I want to
ask you this question Did Jesus have the first place in your life?

I can see that you love each other but young man do you love Jesus more than your wife and you young
girl do you love the man more Jesus more than the man then they were quiet they looked at him then he
says they looked at each other and then after a long time the girl said I don't want to say a superficial yes I
don't want to lie if I say I love Jesus more I want to speak the truth then she was quiet again she says but I
am struck by this why didn't we when you asked us what Jesus whether he's got the first place in our lives
why didn't we just immediately say yes with gladness and joy why did we have to think so much that most
probably shows us that it's not the case that will you please pray for us that the Lord Jesus will mean more
to us than our partner that he'll have the first

place in our life he says then they knelt down and prayed and then he laid his hands upon them and
blessed them when they got up she said I would like to ask a question in our congregation people get
married on a Saturday usually not a Sunday in the church they said in these modern times people don't
get married anymore in the church but at home the rich started that they wanted something special for
their children and they made a special party at home and he says that's not a good thing the rich people



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 8

do that they want something special the best place is in the church you get that blessing from God and the
last evening before the marriage they had a polter art then they come together and fool around play cards,
they drink they crack their jokes and some went good and he says that's not

a good thing he says you shouldn't start with the devil and end with God and he said you shouldn't even
start with God and then end with the devil so he preached that was the pastor of our ancestors they took it
seriously with their christianity if that man would still live today in our time and preach then he would fly
away then we would say we don't want him he is a fanatic but that was the faith of our ancestors that's
how our ancestors lived and he said you can't start with God and end with Satan at a party that's not
possible and the man put his foot down and that was it and he says don't have a polteramt before your
wedding before your wedding invite your friends those that want alcohol booze, don't invite them just those
that want the bible and the gospel come together sing

wonderful hymns pray the next day you get married in church and you'll receive the blessing of God and
this young couple left and they said that's how we want to get married and when she got the news that he
wanted to get engaged with her she said on one condition if you want to get engaged with me you have to
give a hundred dollars to the mission mission work maybe here in Guadalupe and the young man without
hesitation took her out and gave her for the mission work and Louis said God had his hundred dollars and
he had his wife yes interesting when you read those stories when you read those stories you can't but be
blessed because you are busy with the things of heaven not the things of hell and not the things of this
world that just pass by do you know what Louis said did Jesus give you

the first place that you love your bride Jesus more than him and Karl Heinz you Jesus the first place than
her then you will be the best man and she will be the best woman and she will be the best mother and you
also have ancestors you also have a father and other daughters we heard from Papa Friedel and Mama
Rita we didn't hear that she is to my wife but that's how it should be that you will be a great blessing for
each other then all problems are wiped away then all problems are wiped away and one day will be better
than the other day that's how our lives should be and may God grant you man there is your wife wife there
is your husband woman there is your son there is your daughter there are your children children there is
your mother when we pray our father we say may his will be done

on earth and in our lives as it is done in heaven the Lord Jesus said not all that say Lord Lord that will
enter heaven only those that do my will good you can come forward you can testify for the whole
community that you think it is God's will that you take Jenny as your wife Jenny do you believe with all
your heart that this is the man that God has created for you do you think they heard it maybe did you hear
it oh sorry I've been asking them questions and I'm just asking them asking them that whether they accept
each other as partner out of the hands of God she said yes or can you say it again then they will hear it
from your mouth yes good in good and bad days I told you in good and bad days and times I spoke about
Louis Harms this young couple you know what happened they went home

after a few weeks she got a sickness that touched her nerves within a few days she was dead she didn't
even get married to him you see and the wisdom and inspiration of the Holy Spirit that Louis Harms you
should ask her do you love Jesus more than your fiance after a few weeks she died there was a terrible
sickness in Germany northern Germany that time that touched the nervous system and then within a few
days and before she died he came with his parents to visit her on her deathbed and then on her deathbed
she said dear so and so are you happy that I'm going home to my heavenly bridegroom and then with
tears in his face he said yes and she says take everything that you've given me send it to the mission field
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and Louis Harms says after a few weeks he arrived and he says I'm giving up my

farming I'm selling everything and I'm giving it as a gift to the mission that the heathen can hear the gospel
and he went home and when he went home after a few days he got the sickness and he told his parents I
wanted to become a missionary as well I didn't want just to give my all I wanted to give myself as well now
I've got the sickness and I'm going to die now I pray that you'll take all my belongings when I've died take
them to Louis Harms and let him send it overseas to Africa that the blacks will hear the gospel and he died
and then after a week or two the parents came to Louis Harms and said we bring you the message that
our son has passed away and the daughter to whom he would have got married as well but here is
everything that he had and his last wish was take it send it to

Africa that the missionaries can preach to the blacks and bring the gospel of Jesus Christ so they can get
saved and repent of their sins so it's good in good times and bad times Jesus to give him the first place
sometimes the sun shines sometimes there are storms sometimes lightning and thunder times aren't the
same sometimes you're healthy sometimes you're sick sometimes you die that will happen in the end but
in all these times remember son this is your mother mother this is your son then things will go well now
these rings are just an outward sign of that if you go to the coast and you swim and you lose the ring in the
Indian Ocean that doesn't cancel what Jesus said he says heaven and earth will pass away but not just a
comma of his word and when he'll judge us he'll judge us by his

word shall we pray for the blessing of God upon this couple's life Lord we thank you for their lives for their
testimony we thank you that they are determined to follow you and to do your will bless them by your word
and with your word and the whole family every member of the family young and old may your presence be
felt whoever goes into that home may feel Jesus is here whoever meets them and speaks to them will
know the Lord Jesus is dwelling in their hearts and lives so bless them Lord with your heavenly blessing
and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you every moment of every hour and every hour of
every day day or night right to the end that you will rule supreme in their lives and as they've given us that
verse teach me oh Lord to keep your decree to the end grant them

that grace and may the love the divine love of the Father fill and overflow their hearts and may the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be theirs teaching them guiding them leading them in all the truth to live a
godly life in this life which will be a good preparation for eternity to your glory we ask it Amen

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/7/SID7621.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/erlo-stegen/being-blessed-by-jesus/
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