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Let the Fire Do His Work
by Erlo Stegen

The sermon emphasizes the importance of receiving the baptism of fire, which brings purification,

transformation, and conviction of sin, righteousness, and judgment.

Scripture: Matthew 3:11

Topics: "Spiritual Revival", "Holy Spirit"

Description

Erlo Stegen emphasizes the transformative power of the Holy Spirit and fire in the life of a believer, as
illustrated by John the Baptist's proclamation of Jesus' greater baptism. He explains that true baptism of
fire penetrates every part of our being, purifying us and unifying us in Christ. Stegen highlights the
necessity of receiving the Holy Spirit before preaching, as well as the profound impact of the Holy Spirit's
presence, which brings conviction and leads to repentance. He encourages believers to seek wisdom and
discernment from the Holy Spirit to navigate their spiritual journey and to allow God's refining fire to
cleanse their lives. The sermon calls for a revival that ignites the church and transforms lives through the
Holy Spirit's work.

Transcript

Matth 3:11-12

POINT 1: The Holy Spirit and fire

V.11. John the Baptist said that he only baptized with water unto repentance, but One was coming after
him Whose sandals he was not worthy to carry.

In Matthew 11 Jesus said that there is no one born of women greater than John the Baptist. So John, even
though so great, says that Jesus is so much greater. Why is He so much greater? Because "... He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire."

There is a great difference between water and fire. After a stone has been in water for 10,000 years the
inside is still bone-dry. But put it into the fire, and after a short while the fire has gone right through. We
need the baptism of fire, so that ever member of our body is touched, from head to toe. Not that we say we
are baptized, but our tongues are still untouched and we can still gossip and speak things which we
shouldn't.
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Fire also does the following: All different types of wood together in a fire becomes like one thing, all red.
One can't differentiate anymore between the different types of wood, the rusted nails or the coals which
are there.

POINT 2: Prerequisite for preaching

Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He told His disciples to stay in Jerusalem until they have received the
Holy Spirit and His power. Jesus didn't want His disciples to go out and preach without having received
that baptism.

Nobody who has received the baptism of fire and the Holy Spirit will ever say, "I don't know" if you ask him
whether he has received it or not.

POINT 3: When the Holy Spirit comes

There are many examples of how the Lord worked in 1966 when we were praying for Revival and God
started working through the Holy Spirit and fire. God touched each one there where his sin was, for
example one person felt as if his eyes were burning because he had been looking at books and pictures
which he shouldn't have; another's feet were as if on fire because he had gone to places where he
shouldn't have and yet another's tongue was on fire because of gossip and speaking things which he
shouldn't have.

It reminds one of the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 6 where, when he saw God in His glory and holiness, he
became aware of his unclean lips.

Psalm 24 - "Who will ascend the hill of the Lord and who will stand in His holy place? He whose hands are
clean and whose lips and heart are clean, he will receive the blessing of the Lord."

Another lady was jumping up and down where she was sitting on the cement floor, as if she was sitting on
a redhot plate. She was sweating and crying that she was burning. She asked permission to go out, and
immediately went to her husband, children, neighbours and employer to put things right with them which
had been wrong in her life.

Mal 3:1-3

Many people want revival. This is what it is like when God comes and His fire burns.

V.1. "You desire His coming", but

V.2. "Who can endure the day of His coming?"

V.3. "He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; He will purify the Levites", removing all the dross, so that
the gold will be absolutely pure.

He is the Holy Spirit - God is a consuming fire, says the Bible. If He is in you, He will burn away all dross
and rubbish.

V.3. He will purify the Levites, the ministers, the preachers, because there are things which shouldn't be
there and need to be removed.

POINT 4: The gifts of the Holy Spirit
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There are two gifts of the Holy Spirit that one should pray for, namely wisdom and discernment. Without
wisdom one will easily go off the track, and without discernment one will mistake the devil's work for God's
work.

When the Holy Spirit comes, He convicts of sin, righteousness and judgement. Then one knows that it is
the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit hasn't closed His office. He is still working today, and in the way He wants to. No person
can tell Him how He should work.

The Word says that we must discern all things, whether they are from God or not - "test and prove all
things". If we don't obey God's Word, we will be misled.

Woe to the person who calls something which is white, black; or who calls a black thing white.

Take the Bible and examine it, and pray that the Lord will remove everything from your life which isn't
good, so that this will also happen in your life.

Let us walk carefully, and let the Holy Spirit lead us into all the truth. What will it be like in our churches
and in the world if we, the disciples of the Lord Jesus, would experience this fire!

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/erlo-stegen/let-the-fire-do-his-work/
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