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The Hidden Treasure
by Erlo Stegen

The sermon emphasizes the importance of listening to God's voice and following His will to unlock a life of
purpose and fulfillment.

Scripture: Genesis 18:19, Deuteronomy 28:1, Deuteronomy 28:12, Matthew 12:48-50
Topics: "Obedience to God", "Spiritual Wealth"

Description

Erlo Stegen emphasizes the importance of recognizing our spiritual wealth in Christ, using the story of
Zanele, who transitions from caring for orphans to a new path in marriage. He illustrates that true family in
Christ is defined by doing the will of God, as Jesus indicated when He referred to His disciples. The
sermon highlights the blessings that come from obeying God's commandments, as stated in
Deuteronomy, and warns against living a life devoid of God's guidance, which leads to emptiness. Stegen
encourages listeners to dig deep into their faith, uncovering the hidden treasures that God has for those
who follow His ways. He concludes by stressing that without God, all worldly achievements are ultimately
meaningless.

Transcript

Zanele comes from an orphanage of Doctors For Life and dr Albu van Eeden is like a father to her. She
had become like a mother herself to the orphans, but now God has chosen a new path for her in marriage.

When Jesus was told your mother and brothers want to speak to you, He said, "who are my mother and
brothers?" Then He pointed to His disciples and said, "they who do the will of My Father are my mother
and brothers". Those who do not do the will of God are not part of God's true family.

The text for today's wedding, from the bridegroom, is:

"And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe
and to do all his commandments which | command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on
high above all nations of the earth:" (Deuteronomy 28:1).

"The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his
season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not
borrow." (Deuteronomy 28:12).
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There was a certain poor white man living in rags. One day his little house burnt down, but someone with
knowledge of the plot of land his house was on, told him of a treasure buried in the ground underneath his
house. He dug and found a casket full of bricks of gold, hidden long ago by the previous owner of the land.
This enabled him to build himself a mansion and live comfortably for the rest of his life.

So too spiritually you might be living in rags and don't realize that you're sitting on top of enormous wealth.
The key to this wealth is found in our text, that the bridegroom have chosen.

If we listen carefully to His voice to observe and do His commandments He will open His spiritual treasure
house for us and give us as much as we need. Only a fool would reject such riches.

Although education helps one to be successful, if it's done without God it will only lead to vanity and
misery. Whatever you might attain in life, without God and His will for your life, you've missed the point of
life and your end will be meaningless and everlasting remorse.

Keep the way of the Lord for if you go off His way, your life becomes worthless, like a rag.

Abraham followed the Lord carefully, so much so that God said of Abraham, "I know Abraham that he will
command his house to keep the ways of the Lord".

Just as there are rules for driving a car on a public road, so too the Bible is our rule book for life. You
ignore it at your own peril. You might have no brakes and go into a life of loose living and promiscuity and
ignore the rules of heaven, but you will only hurt yourself and those around you. Rather listen to God's
voice and do His will.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/erlo-stegen/the-hidden-treasure/
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