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John 10:14-21. Christ Concludes His
Discourse Concerning the Good Shepherd.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who loves his sheep with parental affection and iswilling to lay down hislife for
them.

Scripture: John 3:16, John 10:11, John 10:14, Ephesians 5:2, 1 John 4:10
Topics: "Christ's Love", "Good Shepherd"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the deep love and intimate relationship between Jesus, the Good
Shepherd, and His sheep. Jesus knows His sheep personally and sacrificially laid down His life for them,
demonstrating the extent of His love. He also reveals the Father's love for the flock through sending His
Son as the Savior of the world. Despite facing rejection and accusations during His earthly ministry, Jesus'
love remained steadfast and unwavering for all His sheep, including the Gentiles.

Transcript

In the conclusion of our Lord's interpretation of his parable there is no allusion made to the Pharisees. The
only subject dwelt upon is the Good Shepherd's love for his sheep. Those who love their Shepherd must
take particular delight in dwelling on this part of the Lord's discourse.

When Jesus said, "I know my sheep," he meant to teach us that he knew them to be his sheep, and loved
them with parental affection--yes, with more than a mother's tenderness. A woman may forget her babe,
but Jesus says to his church, "l will not forget you." And have the sheep any affection for their shepherd?
Yes, they return his love. If he knows their names, they know his voice; if he leads them out, they follow
him--"I know my sheep, and am known of mine."

The Savior makes use of a wonderful comparison to give us some idea of the intimate union that exists
between the good shepherd and his sheep. The sentence would be better understood if read thus--"I know
my sheep, and am known of mine, even as the Father knows me, and as | know the Father," (ver. 14, 15.)
What proof has the shepherd given of his love for his sheep? The greatest that could be given--"I lay down
my life for the sheep."”

When the Savior spoke of his own death, what painful scenes must have risen before his view! The agony
in the garden, the insults in the judgment-hall, the ignominy on the cross. But with these painful thoughts
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there was associated an overwhelming joy--the thought of the numbers he should save by his sufferings.
When he uttered these words, "Other sheep | have, which are not of this fold," what an innumerable
multitude of beloved children must have been present to his mind! for even at that moment he knew them
all by name. Those other sheep were the Gentiles--they were then heathens. Thousands were bowing
down to idols, slaughtering their enemies, and reveling in sin--and millions were yet unborn; yet the Savior
called them his sheep. He knew they would believe when they heard of his love. Did he think of us when
he said, "Other sheep | have?" for we are Gentiles. If we are now in his fold, if he is now our
shepherd--then we may be assured that he thought of us also, when he said, "Other sheep | have; them
also | must bring."

After declaring his own love for his sheep, He revealed the Father's love also. How much the Father must
love the flock, if He loves the Son, because he died for them! This is not the only reason of his love for his
Son, but it is one reason. He does indeed love the flock; He has proved it by a wonderful act. "The Father
sent the Son to be the Savior of the world." "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us,
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." (1 John 4:10.)

The Son also loved us, and was willing to come--for it is written, "Christ also has loved us, and has given
himself for us an offering, and a sacrifice to God." (Eph. 5:2.)

Yet this Savior, so full of love, was spoken of by his creatures in this dreadful manner. Some said, "He has
a devil, and is mad." How great was the patience of God, to permit those to live a moment longer who had
uttered such an expression! It has been recorded in the Holy Scriptures, and will never be forgotten.

But how many since this discourse was written have felt as they read it, "Truly this was the Son of God!
How precious are his words! How sweet are his promises! May the heavenly shepherd own me as his
sheep at the last day!"

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/john-1014-21-christ-concludes-his-discourse-concerning-the-
good-shepherd/
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