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John 10:7-13. Christ Explains the Parable of
the Good Shepherd.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus is the good shepherd who cares for the sheep, finds and gathers the lost, and rescues us from danger
through His precious blood.

Scripture: Isaiah 40:11, Ezekiel 34:12, John 10:7-14
Topics: "Christ The Shepherd", "Salvation Through Faith"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches on the profound significance of Jesus as the good shepherd, emphasizing
that He is the gate to God and the only way to salvation through His sacrificial atonement. While there are
other shepherds like Christ's ministers, Jesus stands out as the one who offers abundant life both naturally
and spiritually by laying down His life for His sheep. The Pharisees, depicted as hirelings in the parable,
lacked love for the sheep and failed to protect them, contrasting with Jesus who cares deeply for each
lamb in His flock, seeking out the scattered and weak to bring them back to Himself.

Transcript

We are thankful to the Lord for having explained the parable of the good shepherd. Most parts of it can be
interpreted with certainty, because they have been explained by the great Teacher.

Nothing can be plainer than the words, "I am the door of the sheep." Jesus is the gate of the fold. No man
can come to the Father but by him. He is the way to God. He offered himself as an atonement for our sins,
and by faith in that sacrifice we can be saved. There are other shepherds besides Christ, (for his ministers
are his under-shepherds,) but there is no door but him.

What do these words signify--"All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers?" Were the prophets
thieves and robbers? No! the true prophets bore witness to Jesus; they were his under-shepherds; they
entered by the door and fed the flock. This is the promise made to a faithful minister and to every true
believer. "By me, if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”

But though there are other shepherds besides Christ, there are none like him. None but Jesus could say,
"I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” God only can bestow
natural life, and He only can bestow spiritual life. How wonderful are the means by which he bestows it! by
laying down his own life.
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In order to describe what he came to do for his sheep, He enlarged his parable, and related a
circumstance which often occurs in pastoral countries.

"He who is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and
leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches them, and scatters the sheep."

The Pharisees are called by another name in this part of the parable. They had been compared to thieves,
and to strangers, but now they are compared to hirelings. In what did they resemble hirelings? In their
want of love to the sheep. How did they betray their want of love? By fleeing at the approach of danger. It
is true they could not by dying save the sheep. Why then did they not seek the protection of Him who
could? This was their crime--they drove the sheep away from their only Savior, their true shepherd. The
Pharisees had tried to drive the blind man away from him, but they had not been able--they had only
driven him closer to his shepherd.

Jesus cares for the sheep, and for every lamb in the flock. He found that poor blind man, and gathered him
in his arms, and carried him in his bosom. For those who are just beginning to believe in Christ are weak
like lambs, although they may have lived many years in the world. We have a shepherd who cares for his
sheep. He knows that many of them have been scattered. There are people at this moment who feel that
they are sinners, and long for pardon, but no one has taught them to look to Jesus. The good shepherd
knows where they are, and he says, "l will seek out my sheep, and | will deliver them out of all places
where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day." (Ez. 34:12.) Has this Shepherd sought us,
and found us? Can any of us say,

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God,;
He, to rescue me from danger,

Interposed his precious blood?

Source:
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