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John 1:19-34. the Record of John Concerning
Christ.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

John the Baptist explains his ministry and identity, pointing to Jesus as the Lamb of God who can take away the
sins of the world.

Scripture: Psalm 51:2, Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 4:5, Matthew 3:11, John 1:29, Romans 5:8, Hebrews 9:22, 1 Peter 1:19, 1 John
1:7, Revelation 7:14

Topics: "Jesus Christ", "Redemption Through Faith"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer delves into the time of the Lord's temptation, focusing on John the Baptist's role in
preparing the way for Jesus. Despite being mistaken for the promised Savior, John humbly declares he is
not the Christ, Elijah, or any risen prophet, but simply a voice crying in the wilderness. He points to Jesus
as the Lamb of God, emphasizing His sacrificial role in taking away the sins of the world, highlighting the
immense power of His blood to cleanse all who come to Him.

Transcript

During the time of the Lord's temptation, John was preaching in the wilderness. Many supposed he was
the promised Savior; for though he did no miracle, (John 10:41,) he was evidently a very wonderful
prophet. There were in Jerusalem seventy chief men, who met together to consult about public matters,
and who were called the council, or the Sanhedrin. These Jews were proud and unbelieving. They sent a
company of priests and Levites to ask John who he was, probably supposing that he would readily answer
people who filled holy offices, especially as he himself was a priest. But he did not wish men to honor him,
and he plainly told these priests he was not the Christ. Then they wanted to know whether he was Elijah;
for Malachi the prophet had declared that Elijah would come before Christ came, (4:5, 6.) But though John
had come in the spirit and power of Elijah, he was not Elijah himself. The priests then asked him whether
he was that prophet. What prophet did they mean? They meant to ask whether John was any one of the
old prophets risen from the dead. He declared that he was not, and then told them who he was--A voice
crying in the wilderness. But these priests were not satisfied with the answer--they wanted to know why he
baptized, as if he were some great person, and had great authority. As they were of the sect of the
Pharisees--those formal self-righteous people--they must have been much offended with John for having
once called them a generation of vipers. John took this occasion to praise the Lord Jesus, and to speak of
his greatness. He even told them that he stood among them, though they knew him not.
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The next day John was able to point out the unknown Savior to the people who surrounded him; but we
are not told whether these priests were still near or not. How remarkable is the name by which he called
his Lord! "The Lamb of God." Why did he give him this name? Was it because he was meek and gentle?
Not chiefly for that reason; but because he was to be sacrificed for the sins of men. A lamb was offered up
at the temple every morning and evening; its blood could not take away sin; but there was a Lamb whose
blood could take away the sins of the world!

Consider how immense the sum of the sins of the world must be! The sins that one of us commits in one
day are very numerous. If all our proud thoughts could be known, and all our rebellious feelings against
God could be exposed, how vast would be the amount! But consider what millions of millions of men have
lived on this earth; what treachery, what blasphemy, what murders, what idolatry, have defiled it in every
place, at every moment. Yet all these multiplied crimes Jesus can take away; so great is the power of his
blood. O that all the world would come to the Lamb of God, that they might all be cleansed from their
innumerable transgressions.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/john-119-34-the-record-of-john-concerning-christ/
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