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John 12:34-36. Christ Exhorts the People to
Believe While They Have the Light.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon emphasizes the importance of seeking salvation before it's too late, as the opportunity for salvation
islimited and may end suddenly.

Scripture: Psalm 90:12, Proverbs 27:1, Isaiah 55:6, John 12:32, Hebrews 3:15
Topics: "Urgent Salvation”, "Faith Response"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the importance of seizing the opportunity to seek the Lord while His
light is still shining upon us, warning against delaying and risking missing the chance for salvation. Jesus,
in response to objections and cavils, emphasizes the limited time His light will be with the people, urging
them to listen and learn before it's too late. The story of a farmer's laborer serves as a poignant reminder
of the urgency to seek the Lord immediately, as we never know when our last opportunity for salvation
may come.

Transcript

While ministers are preaching, their hearers are often answering them in their own minds. Satan never
fails to suggest objections against the truth to all who are willing to listen to his whispers. He did not fail to
attempt to extinguish the light of the truth when Jesus held it up. When those affecting words were
pronounced, "And I, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me," the people, instead of
receiving the truth, objected, saying, "We have heard out of the law that Christ abides ever; and how say
you, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up;' who is this Son of Man?" This objection was not urged in a right
spirit. If it had been meekly proposed, the gentlest of Teachers would have solved the difficulty. He could
easily have explained it by saying, "The Son of man will be lifted up on the cross--then rise to live forever."
The people were right in saying that the law had declared that Christ abides ever, because it is written in
Ps. 41, "You set him before your face forever;" but they were wrong in the conclusion they drew. How
diffident and humble we ought to be when we speak on divine subjects! Our understandings are so feeble,
that we fall into mistakes continually. Our only hope of obtaining wisdom is by waiting with meekness on
Jesus to be taught--"He will guide the meek in judgment.”

Instead of answering the cavils of the people, the Lord gave them a solemn warning. He saw with sorrow
that they were wasting the little time during which they would enjoy his instructions. Therefore he said,
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"Yet a little while is the light with you." They knew not how very little while that light would shine. If these
words were uttered on the day of our Lord's arrival in Jerusalem, (that is, on Sunday evening,) then there
remained only three days more for him to teach, and for the people to learn. On Thursday it appears all
classes were engaged in preparing the Passover, and on Friday in gazing on the crucified Savior. After
that day none saw him but his own disciples. He taught the people no more.

Who can tell how long he may retain the light he now enjoys? A child who has a godly parent knows not
how soon that parent may die, and how soon the voice may cease that now prays so often with him, and
so much oftener for him! There are many who would tremble if they knew how shortly their only
opportunity of salvation will end.

A minister who was preaching on the words, "Seek the Lord while he may be found," observed, "There
may be some here who, if | had preached tomorrow instead of today, would then have been in that place
where, if they sought the Lord, they would not find him."

A farmer's laborer was deeply impressed by the sermon, and sought the Lord that very night. The next
morning, as he was with his horses in the field, one grew restive, and, in rearing, struck him with the iron
harrow on the temple, so that he died. Had that man delayed to seek the Lord but one day more, he would
have been forever in darkness. With what feelings must lost spirits remember the last opportunity they
neglected, the last sermon they disregarded, the last conviction they suppressed!

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/john-1234-36-christ-exhorts-the-people-to-believe-while-they-
have-the-light/
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