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John 1:35-42. Andrew Leads Simon to Christ.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon highlights the importance of following Jesus and sharing the gospel with others, as exemplified by
Andrew and his brother Smon.

Scripture: Matthew 16:18, John 1:40, John 3:30, Ephesians 2:20
Topics: "Discipleship”, "Evangelism"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the joy of John the Baptist in pointing sinners to the Savior,
emphasizing the spirit of true religion to exalt Christ above oneself. The sermon reflects on the disciples
Andrew and possibly John, who followed Jesus eagerly, seeking to know Him and share His grace with
others. It challenges listeners to imitate their examples by actively bringing family and friends to Christ, like
Andrew did with his brother Simon, who received a new name and purpose from Jesus to become a
foundational stone in His spiritual temple.

Transcript

It was with great delight that John the Baptist pointed sinners to the Savior. He had no greater joy than to
see men leave him to follow Christ. On one occasion he saw the Lord, probably at some distance from the
place where he stood, and he pointed him out to two of his disciples; for John had disciples, or people who
followed him to learn his doctrine. He was more pleased that they would follow the great Master, than that
they would stay with him. Behold in John the spirit of true religion! The faithful minister does not wish to be
admired himself, but tries to persuade all to admire Christ.

Who were these two disciples? One of them was called Andrew--but we are not informed of the name of
the other. Perhaps the other was that John who was afterwards called the disciple whom Jesus loved.
One reason for thinking so is, that he wrote this account, and it is usual with him not to mention his own
name, when he refers to himself.

It signifies little, however, to us, what were the names of these disciples. Let us imitate their blessed
examples. See them following Jesus. At first his back was towards them; but he knew well they were
following him, and soon gave them kind encouragement. He said, "What do you seek?" They replied,
"Master, where are you staying?" It was not from curiosity they desired to see his abode, but that they
might know him and converse with him. How sweet were the hours which they spent with their Savior in
his lowly dwelling, his cottage in the wilderness!
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Would he welcome us, as he did those disciples? Yes; he says to us, as he did to them, "Come and see."
Are we willing to go? Do we desire to know him, and to taste his grace? He will meet us in secret prayer,
and make himself known to our hearts. But does he ever find us in prayer? or are we so taken up with the
world, that we have no time to seek the Lord?

Let us observe the conduct of one of these disciples after he had found the Savior. "He first found his own
brother Simon." How anxious he was to bring his dear brother to the knowledge of his precious friend! He
tells him what a treasure he himself has found, and invites his brother to share it. Are we acting thus? Are
we trying to persuade our family and our friends to come to Christ? What pains some have taken to bring
brothers or sisters to Christ! they have sent them letter after letter--they have visited them in sickness;
have persuaded them to hear faithful ministers--have prayed without ceasing to bless their efforts. David
Nasmith, the founder of town-missions, sent a letter every week to his ungodly brother, until at length he
brought him to Christ.

As soon as Simon approached the Savior, he received encouragement. Jesus gave him a new name, to
describe the new character he would bear. He called him Cephas, or Peter, which the one in Hebrew, and
the other Greek, signifies "a stone."

And why was Simon to be called "a stone?"

The Lord intended to build a great temple of living stones, that is, of believers, and he chose Simon to be
one of the foundation-stones. He purposed to make him a great preacher, so that many would believe
through his word, and thus be built upon him; therefore he compared him to a "stone."

The scriptures declare that the saints "are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner-stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together grows unto a holy
temple in the Lord."--Eph. 2:20, 21.

Jesus knows each of us as well as he knew Simon. He knows whether we are living stones in this glorious
temple, or whether we are like the rubbish lying round the building, to be swept away when it is finished.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/john-135-42-andrew-leads-simon-to-christ/
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