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John 6:22-29. the Multitude Seek Jesus From
Interested Motives.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon emphasizes the importance of seeking eternal life through the Son of God, rather than earthly things.

Scripture: John 6:27-40, Acts 4:12, Ephesians 2:8
Topics: "Eternal Life", "Faith Alone"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the earthly-mindedness of the people who sought Jesus for physical
nourishment rather than eternal life, highlighting the importance of prioritizing heavenly blessings over
temporary pleasures and possessions. Jesus reproves their focus on perishable things, urging them to
labor for that which endures unto everlasting life, emphasizing the necessity of believing in Him as the Son
of God who can grant eternal life. He challenges the self-righteous notion that good works can earn
salvation, clarifying that true salvation comes from believing in Him and seeking His grace and
forgiveness.

Transcript

It must be remembered that when Jesus walked on the sea to his disciples, he left a great multitude on the
other side of the lake. These people had been fed by him in the evening; but afterwards many of them had
remained near the mountain, to which he had retired to pray. They had seen with pleasure the disciples
embark without their Master, in the only ship then upon the sea; and had felt certain of finding him near
them in the morning. But what was their consternation, when morning came, at not being able to find him!
They were at a loss to imagine how he could have departed.

While they were in this state of perplexity, some boats arrived. In these they joyfully embarked, and
crossing the lake, soon reached the city of Capernaum. They sought there for Jesus, and found him
teaching in the synagogue, (v. 59.) They expressed their surprise at the meeting, saying, "Rabbi, when did
you come here?" Jesus, however, did not satisfy their curiosity, by answering their inquiry, but proceeded
to unveil their hearts, and to expose the selfish, earthly motives that led them to seek him so earnestly.
Could we have supposed that a meal of bread and fish was more valued by them than the precious words
of the Savior! Yet this was the case. Though Jesus was the Son of God, and had the most valuable gifts to
bestow, the earthly refreshment he had afforded was more prized by the groveling multitude than heaven
and all its blessings.

Sermonindex.net | Page 1



The Savior reproved their earthly-mindedness by saying, "Labor not for the meat which perishes, but for
that which endures unto everlasting life." Did he mean to forbid honest labor for our living? By no means. It
is commanded that if any will not work, neither should he eat. The expression signifies, "Labor not so
much for the meat which perishes, as for that which endures unto everlasting life. Labor not at all for it in
COMPARISON with the earnestness with which you labor for heavenly blessings.” Do we obey this
direction? Are we indeed much more eager and anxious about eternal things than about earthly pleasures,
or comforts? What we are most anxious about will be uppermost in our thoughts. What is uppermost in our
thoughts? Perhaps we are not as poor as these people were, and are not therefore as anxious as they
were about one meal. But if it be wrong to be so much engrossed about necessary food, surely it is much
more wrong to be engrossed by unnecessary earthly things--such as pleasures, even harmless
pleasures--the favor of men--the increase of our property--or the success of our studies! There is one thing
needful--the meat which endures unto everlasting life.

Yet we, helpless, sinful creatures, never could obtain this by our most earnest strivings, were it not
entrusted to the Son of God to bestow upon us. God the Father has given eternal life to the Son for us,
and sealed the Son. A king places his own seal upon his written commands, that men may know they are
his; so God the Father sealed his Son, by enabling him to do miracles, and thus showed men that He had
sent him. Our duty is to believe upon this Son, who can give us eternal life.

The people asked, in a self-righteous spirit, "What shall we do that we might work the works of God?"
They seemed to think that they could do something to entitle themselves to eternal life. This was
impossible. Guilty, polluted creatures can do nothing really good. But there is a Savior to whom they may
apply for pardon and grace. Jesus directed them to Himself when he said, "This is the work of God, that
you believe on him whom he has sent.” He calls believing a work. Yet it is not a work of merit; for it is the
beggar coming to the king for alms; it is the criminal suing to the judge for mercy. This is the first work that
each of us must perform. There is one who is able to save and to destroy--He is the Son of God. All power
is committed unto him. Do we earnestly apply to him for salvation? How foolish only to ask Him for fading
flowers, when he could bestow a crown of life! How foolish only to fear the pricking of the thorns and
thistles, when the sword of eternal wrath is in his hand! Let us not insult this Savior by seeking his lesser
gifts, while we neglect to implore that gift which he bought for us with his blood!
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