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John 6:41-58. He Promises to Give His Flesh
and Blood for the World.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Christ teaches that faith in his death is necessary for salvation, and that only those drawn by the Father can
cometo him.

Scripture: Isaiah 54:13
Topics: "Eternal Life", "Sacrificial Death"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer delves into the discourse where Jesus addresses unbelieving hearts, particularly the
Jews who murmured and doubted His heavenly origins due to their limited understanding and focus on His
earthly lineage. Jesus emphasizes the necessity of being drawn by the Father to come to Him and being
taught by God about the need for a Savior before accepting Christ. He metaphorically speaks of eating His
flesh and drinking His blood, symbolizing the essential belief in His sacrificial death for eternal life,
contrasting mere sacraments with the deeper significance of faith in Him.

Transcript

To what unbelieving earthly hearts Christ addressed this heavenly discourse! The Jews murmured,
because they could not understand the truths he declared. They said that Jesus did not come from
heaven, and the reason they alleged for thinking so was, that Joseph was his father. Had they inquired
into his history, or meditated upon the prophecies, they could not have urged this objection.

They said also that Jesus could not give them his flesh to eat. The Lord did not attempt to answer their
objections, because he knew they were not in a fit state of mind to receive his words. He replied to his
enemies in a very different manner from that which might have been expected. (See ver. 44.) "No man can
come unto me, except the Father which has sent me draw him." He quoted also this verse from the
prophet Isaiah--"And they shall be all taught of God." Who shall be taught of God? His children. Whom
does a father teach? His own children. God also teaches His children. What does he teach them? He
teaches them their need of a Savior. None will come to Christ until they have been taught that they cannot
do without him. It may appear strange that men do not find out this by themselves. But they do not.
Starving people know that they are starving; but starving souls do not know that they are perishing, until
God teaches them. They feel uneasy; but they do not know the cause of the aching void in their own
hearts; and even when the bread of life is presented to them, they refuse it. But when God by his Holy
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Spirit has convinced them that they are in a perishing state, and that none but Christ can save them, then
they thankfully accept the living bread. Has God taught any of us to feel our need of the Savior? Then may
we say in the words of the poet--

Why was | made to hear your voice,

And enter while there's room;

When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?

But Jesus spoke not only of bread, he spoke also of flesh and blood. He said, "Except you eat the flesh of
the Son of man, and drink his blood, you have no life in you," (ver. 53.) The Jews were forbidden to taste
blood, because it was the life of the animal. What did Jesus mean by eating his flesh and drinking his
blood? He spoke of his own death. By his death sinners have life. Man has long been accustomed to Kkill
beasts to preserve his own life. It seems fit that such creatures should die, in order that we may live. But
how wonderful it is that the Son of God should die, that worms of the earth, such as we are, should live
eternally. It would not be right that a man should die in order that beasts should live. Yet the Son of God
laid down his life for us.

But his death will not save us, unless we believe in him. Believing in him is compared to eating and
drinking. His flesh has been broken on the cross; his blood has been shed on Calvary; but has each of us
believed in him? Have | believed in him? Have you believed in him? Eating bread and drinking wine at the
Lord's supper will not save us. The sacraments are only signs of something greater than themselves. It
was not until long after Jesus had spoken these words, that he ordained the holy communion of bread and
wine, saying, "Do this in remembrance of me." He did not speak of that communion, when he said,
"Except you eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, you have no life in you." No! he spoke of
faith in his death. There is a supper to which he invites you--it is not administered in a church; it is not
bestowed by human hands; it is not received into the mouth. This supper is spoken of in this passage of
the Revelation--"Behold | stand at the door and knock--if any man hear my voice, and open the door, | will
come in to him and will sup with him, and he with me." (Rev. 3:20.)
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