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John 6:66 to End. He Asks the Apostles
Whether They Will Go Away.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon explores the challenges of faith, the importance of dependence on God, and the assurance of

restoration through Christ amidst trials.

Scripture: John 6:65-66, John 10:27, John 12:3, John 13:2, 1 Corinthians 16:22, Hebrews 13:5, 1 Peter 1:5, 1 Peter 5:8

Topics: "Faith And Loyalty", "Trials And Temptation"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the offense caused by Jesus' doctrine that no one can come to Him
unless it is granted by the Father, highlighting the pride and dependency of man on God's mercy for
eternal life. Despite the disciples' folly in forsaking Jesus, Peter's genuine declaration of faith and loyalty
stood out, even though he would later deny his Master. Mortimer emphasizes the trials and temptations
believers face, warning against the schemes of Satan and the need to remain vigilant and faithful to Christ,
who is the only way to life and comfort in times of trouble.

Transcript

No minister ought to be surprised when people are offended by his sermons, seeing that some were so
much displeased with this discourse of the blessed Jesus, as to walk no more with him. What was the
doctrine that gave offence? It was this, "No man can come unto me except it be given him of my Father."
This truth wounds the pride of man. It shows him that he cannot repent when he chooses, or turn to God at
his own time. Proud sinners do not like to find that they are so utterly dependent upon God's mercy. Yet
are we not dependent upon God for everything? For life, for food, for clothing, for health, for earthly
happiness? Surely, then, upon God we must be dependent for eternal life and heavenly bliss. Happy
dependence! for has not God promised to give these blessings to all who ask him?

Great was the folly of the disciples who forsook the instructions of infinite wisdom! Could the
compassionate Jesus behold their conduct without feeling grief on their account! He looked at the little
flock that still remained faithful, and addressed to them this tender appeal--"Will you also go away?" We
may well conceive that it was in a tone of fatherly affection these words were uttered. They went to the
heart of the frank and generous Peter, and drew from him (on behalf of the rest as well as himself) this
earnest declaration--"Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we believe and
are sure that you are that Christ, the Son of the living God." Peter's warm expressions of love and fidelity
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were acceptable to his Divine Master. Though the world may deride professions of attachment to Christ,
they were never reproved by the Lord himself.

There was no insincerity in Peter's assurances, but there was more weakness in his heart than he was
aware of. No temptation had yet occurred to induce him to forsake his Savior; but Jesus well knew that the
day would come when all that little band would leave him in the hands of his enemies. The doctrines that
He had declared had not offended them, but the sufferings that he must undergo--these would prove their
stumbling-block. Peter, who was loudest in his professions of attachment, would not only forsake, but also
deny his Master. Could he at that moment have foreseen his base conduct in the judgment-hall, he would
have added petitions to his professions. In the Epistles he wrote many years afterwards, he speaks of the
saints as "kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation." He found to his cost that he could not
stand by his own power. In the same epistle he warns believers against the enemy who had nearly
destroyed him, and says, "Be sober, be vigilant; for your adversary the devil walks about, as a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour."

Do our hearts at this moment glow with grateful affection to our Savior? Are we ready to exclaim, "To
whom shall we go, if we forsake him? No other teacher can show us the way of life; no other friend can
comfort us in the hour of sorrow; no other advocate can plead for us in the day of judgment!" Yet let us
remember that this love, we think so strong, will be tried. In what manner it will be tried, we cannot foresee.
The devices of Satan are innumerable. He knows our characters, and understands how to assail us to the
greatest advantage. He has succeeded in causing eminent saints to forsake their God for a while. Jerome
of Prague, and our Cranmer, as well as the apostle Peter, were tempted to deny the Master they loved;
yet at last all three laid down their lives in his cause; for the children of God are brought back by their
loving Shepherd's rod into the fold whence they have wandered.

Jesus knew that all his beloved apostles would be restored, excepting one, who was "a devil." Judas was
distinguished from his brethren by this dark token, "indifference to his Lord." It was he who so strongly
objected to Mary's memorable act of love, the pouring the precious ointment on her Savior's head. Yet he
so far succeeded in deceiving his fellow apostles, as to be intrusted with the bag containing their little all.
The love and esteem of professed Christians for each other, are often very much misplaced. We ought not
to solace ourselves with the thought that the best of men approve us, if our hearts are conscious that we
do not love the Savior. Jesus is loved by all the saints in earth, even by the weakest--he is still more loved
by the saints in heaven; he has been ever loved by the innumerable hosts of glorious angels. By whom
then is he not beloved? By devils in hell; and by some ungrateful men, who, though they know he died for
them, yet refuse to love him.
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