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John 7:1-13. the Brethren of Christ Reproach
Him.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus' brethren and the world rejected him, but he remained calm and faithful, trusting in his Father's will and

sovereignty.

Scripture: Psalm 37:7, Ecclesiastes 3:1, Isaiah 53:3, Matthew 5:11, John 3:20, John 7:5, John 7:12, John 15:18, Romans
8:28, 2 Timothy 3:12

Topics: "Persecution Of Believers", "Faith In God"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer reflects on how sinners, including Jesus' own relatives, scorned and disbelieved Him,
urging believers to be patient in facing similar trials. The world, the rich, and the learned hated Jesus for
exposing their evil deeds, showing that faithful Christians will face persecution for standing up for
righteousness. Despite being goodness itself, Jesus was only faintly praised as 'a good man' by some,
while others falsely accused Him, highlighting the worthlessness of worldly esteem. Mortimer emphasizes
the contrast between the perfect qualities of Jesus and the base nature of humanity, encouraging
Christians to trust in God's timing and providence, just as Jesus did.

Transcript

Such was the conduct of sinners to the Lord of glory when he was upon earth. His brethren (that is, his
relatives) refused to believe in him, and treated him with scorn. They ventured to dictate to him who
possessed all wisdom, saying, "Depart hence, and go into Judea, that your disciples also may see the
works that you do." And they insolently hinted, that if he were really a great prophet, he would not remain
in retirement; for they said, "There is no man does anything in secret, and he himself seeks to be known
openly." How trying such conduct in relatives must have been! We know that it is easier to bear
unkindness from strangers, than from near and dear kindred. But if the Lord suffered in this manner, his
people ought to be patient under the same trials.

And how did the world feel towards Jesus? How did the rich, the great, the learned esteem him? They
hated him; they hated the express image of the Father; they hated the brightness of his glory. And why did
they hate so lovely a being? Because he testified that their works were evil. The wicked cannot bear to be
reproved. The most amiable behavior cannot secure a faithful Christian from the world's hatred. But is it
not an honor to share the reproach of the Son of God?
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And what did the people think of Jesus? They were divided in their opinions. Some said, "He is a good
man." What faint praise to bestow on him, who was goodness itself! Was this all that they would say for
him who was the fairest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely? Yes, they were ashamed to say more
than "He is a good man;" while others dared to accuse him of deceiving the people. Thus have the
servants of God been faintly praised, and falsely accused in all ages. How little worth must popular esteem
be, when it is so often given to the worst of men, and withheld from the best!

How bright do the perfections of the Lord shine forth when viewed in contrast with the base qualities of
human creatures! The Son of God remained unmoved in the midst of all the conflicting storms of human
passions. His eyes were directed to his Father, whose will was his only guide, whose favor was his
greatest joy. He met his brethren's insinuations by the calm and dignified reply, "My time is not yet come."
He knew the times that the Father had appointed for all his actions. The time for him to go forth to meet his
enemies, was not yet come. It came at last, and then he set his face as a flint, and boldly said, "I am he."
But until that time arrived, he avoided danger. Jesus knew all things that were coming upon him. We, like
Paul, must always confess that wherever we go, we know not the things that shall befall us there; but, like
him, we may also say, "We know that all things work together for good to them that love God."

The Christian waits the Lord's time, while unknown, and welcomes it, when known. The holy martyr
Bradford languished long in prison, not knowing the day appointed for his execution, but patiently waiting
the Lord's time. When he knew it, how joyfully he welcomed it! One afternoon the keeper's wife suddenly
came up to him, troubled, and almost breathless, saying, "O Master Bradford, I come to bring you heavy
news."--"What is it?" said he. "Tomorrow you must be burned, and your chain is now a buying." The martyr
put off his cap, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, said, "I thank God for it. I have looked for the same a long
time, and therefore it comes not to me suddenly, but as a thing waited for every day and hour. The Lord
make me worthy thereof."
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