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John 9:35-38. Christ Finds the Outcast.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus' compassion and care for the blind man demonstrate the depth of his love for humanity, and we are called
to reflect on our own faithfulness and preparation for hisreturn.

Scripture: Isaiah 25:9, John 9:35, John 20:29, 1 Peter 1:8, Revelation 1:7
Topics: "Faithfulness To Christ", "Divine Compassion”

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the compassion and care of Jesus towards those who suffer for His
sake, using the story of the blind man who was cast out and found by Jesus as an example. Jesus sought
the once blind man, revealed Himself to him, and the man believed and worshipped Him. Mortimer
emphasizes the importance of believing in and loving the Son of God, even in the face of contempt, as the
ultimate meeting with Jesus will bring joy and fulfilment. She urges believers to remain faithful to Christ,
knowing that one day every eye will see Him, and those who have been faithful will rejoice in His
presence.

Transcript

Even a human creature, though of an evil nature, is interested in one who suffers for his sake. If we knew
of a person, who was plunged into trouble for defending us, would not every generous and compassionate
feeling lead us to fly to his consolation!

How much more must the Son of God, who is infinitely good, have felt for one who was suffering for his
sake! Did he not show that he cared for the blind man, by seeking him when cast out by his persecutors? It
was easy for the all-seeing Shepherd to find the sheep that had been driven away. He had followed him
with his eye, and had strengthened him with his grace, even when he appeared to have forsaken him, and
to have left him to suffer alone. He who saw Nathaniel under the fig-tree, saw the once blind beggar when
insulted by the Pharisees, and when cast out of the synagogue.

We are not told on what spot he found him, but we are told in what manner he spoke to him. Did the poor
man recognize his benefactor? Though he had never seen his countenance, surely that voice could never
be forgotten, which had pronounced the words, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam." It must have filled his
heart with delight when he heard that beloved voice again. After all the bitter revilings that had been
heaped upon him, how those kind accents must have soothed his feelings! Jesus had sought him, and
found him, and he was come to bestow richer blessings upon him than at the first. He was come to
manifest Himself to him. He asked, "Do you believe on the Son of God?" The poor man answered, "Who is
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he, Lord, that | might believe on him?" There was nothing but ignorance that hindered this man from
believing. The Lord speedily removed it by saying, "You have both seen him, and it is He who talks with
you." Then the poor man exclaimed, "Lord, | believe." Not satisfied with declaring his belief, he offered his
homage--he worshiped the Son of God.

There are none of us who are in his state of ignorance. We cannot say, "Who is the Son of God, that we
might believe on him?" We heard from our early childhood that JESUS was the Son of God. Though we
have not seen him, and though he has not talked with us, yet we know that he died for us, and that he is
now living to intercede for us, if we come to God in his name. The beggar did not know so much as this,
when he said, "Lord, | believe.” Yet how hard-hearted and ungrateful we should think him, if he had not
believed in the Being who had done so much for him! He knew that every word his benefactor uttered
must be truth. Before he had seen him he had loved him, and had suffered for his sake; and when he did
see him, and when he knew who he was, he adored him. Do we believe in the Son of God? Do we love
him? Are we willing to suffer contempt for his sake? Then our first meeting with him will be joyful. God has
promised that we shall behold our Savior, that we shall see him face to face, that we shall hear him speak.
What will be our feelings when we actually look upon the glorious Being who died for us? What will be our
joy, if he receive us with the same kindness which he showed to the poor beggar! In one moment, that
man must have forgotten the reproaches and revilings of the Pharisees. It was worth enduring all their
sneers, to obtain one gracious smile from the Lord of glory.

If ever we are exposed to the contempt of our fellow-creatures, on account of our fidelity to Christ, let us
reflect on the time when we shall behold His countenance. Had the poor man treacherously betrayed his
benefactor in the presence of the Pharisees, how would he have felt when he saw him, and knew that he
was the Son of God! He would have desired, as Adam did, to hide himself, that he might not encounter his
upbraiding glance.

Jesus will come again, with clouds, and every eye shall see him. And shall every eye beam with gladness
when it beholds him? O no! all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. But some among all
kindreds will rejoice. "They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty of the Lord, they shall cry
aloud from the sea." (Is. 24:14.) May we act so faithfully during his absence, that we may be glad when He
returns!
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