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John 9:6-23. Christ Directs the Blind Man to
Wash in Siloam.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon explores the healing of the blind man by Jesus, emphasizing obedience, faith, and the courage to
testify in the face of opposition.

Scripture: John 9:11
Topics: "Divine Healing", "Faithfulness Rewarded"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the miraculous healing of the blind man by Jesus, highlighting the
unexpected means used by God to perform great wonders, such as the restoration of sight through clay
and washing in a pool. The blind man's obedience to Jesus' command led to his blessing, emphasizing the
importance of following God's instructions for receiving forgiveness and grace. Despite facing opposition
and abandonment from his own parents, the blind man courageously testified to Jesus as a prophet,
showing loyalty to the truth and receiving more grace for his faithfulness.

Transcript

There were many reasons that might have deterred the Savior from curing the blind man. It was the
Sabbath-day--enemies were watching his actions, in the hope of renewing their accusations against
him--the blind man did not ask to be healed, neither did the disciples plead for him. Jesus might have
passed on without noticing the poor beggar, but He would not lose the opportunity of glorifying his Father.
He knew that the restoration of the blind man would be a miracle that would attract public attention;
because it was generally known in Jerusalem that the man had been blind from his birth. The means He
used were peculiar to this occasion. The Lord made clay, and put it over the man's eyes, and then bade
him wash in a pool. Who could have thought that clay could be used as a means of restoring sight? But
God shows forth his power by employing the most unlikely means for performing his greatest wonders. His
greatest wonder of all, the redemption of the world, was effected by the most unlikely means--the
crucifixion of the Son of Man; and the preaching of the cross, though by some counted foolishness, is to
them that are saved the power of God. But the man was not restored by the clay alone--he was
commanded to wash in a pool called Siloam, which signifies Sent. If he had not obeyed the command he
would not have obtained the blessing. Neither can sinners obtain pardon unless they obey the command
to wash in the fountain of Christ's blood.
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When this poor man had received his sight, he did not enjoy the privilege of beholding his benefactor. He
did not know where to find him, and if he had met him, he would not have known him.

He soon found himself surrounded by enemies, and standing before the Pharisees to be judged. For
what? Because he was a witness of the power of Jesus, whom they hated.

What could this poor man do? There was no one to answer for him; his benefactor was not near to defend
him, and his parents refused to say a word in his behalf. How did he behave in these difficult
circumstances? With more courage than the apostles showed when first placed in similar peril.

When the Jews inquired, "What say you of him?" he boldly replied, "He is a prophet." Thus he was faithful
to the truth as far as he knew it. God has promised "to him that has shall be given." Those who follow the
convictions of their consciences shall receive more grace.

How ungenerous was the conduct of the beggar's parents! They showed no gratitude for the benefit
conferred upon their son, nor were they willing to run any risk in order to shield their own offspring from
disgrace, but left him to stand alone against the host of his enemies. When asked how he had obtained his
sight, they replied, "He is of age--ask him." How little they thought those words would be recorded to their
everlasting shame! They sought to escape disgrace; but they have incurred the deepest. They feared lest
they should be put out of the synagogue; but they considered not the danger of being shut out of heaven.
How the heart of the poor blind man must have sunk within him when he heard his own parents refusing to
take his part! It is a heavy trial to pious children when their parents hang back, and say nothing in their
defense; much more when they join with an ungodly world in reproaching them. At such a moment they
have need to think of the words of the psalmist; "When my father and my mother forsake me, then the
Lord will take me up." (Prov. 27:10.)

Many Christians can remember a time in their lives when they were desolate--when they "looked on their
right hand, and beheld, and there was no man that would know them." Then it was, they looked to the
Lord, and said, "You are my refuge, and my portion in the land of the living."

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/john-96-23-christ-directs-the-blind-man-to-wash-in-siloam/
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