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Luke 10:28 to End. Martha and Mary.
by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon emphasizes the importance of humility and devotion in worship, highlighting the example of Mary,

who prioritized listening to Jesus' word over providing a sumptuous entertainment.

Scripture: Psalm 119:105, Luke 7:37, Luke 10:38, John 8:12, Philippians 2:5

Topics: "Intimacy With God", "Christian Discipleship"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the importance of seeking the approval of the Son of God in our daily
lives, emphasizing the significance of watching His looks, treasuring His words, and noticing His actions
with trembling eagerness. The sermon reflects on the different responses of Martha and Mary to Jesus'
presence, highlighting the danger of focusing on outward displays of religious worship over growing in the
knowledge of Christ. Mary's example of silent endurance in the face of unjust accusations and her devoted
heart to receive the light of Christ serve as inspirations for believers to prioritize intimacy with Jesus
through prayer and His word.

Transcript

When a monarch enters into the house of one of his subjects, his looks are observed in order to discover
what objects pleased him, his words are treasured up, his minutest actions are noticed and remembered.
If the Son of God were to enter into the family of a true believer, with what anxiety would his looks, his
words, his actions, be watched! Every sincere disciple would seek with trembling eagerness to ascertain
whether the Lord approved his conduct.

And did not those who loved Jesus when he was on earth, experience these feelings? When they saw him
approach their dwellings, they must have longed to obtain his company, and when he was seated beneath
their roofs, they must have used their utmost endeavors to do him honor. The Lord's visits were, no doubt,
hailed with delight by the beloved family of Bethany. Both Martha and Mary desired to please their
heavenly guest, but they acted in a very different manner. Martha was so little acquainted with his mind,
that she endeavored to provide a sumptuous entertainment; while Mary sat at his feet and heard his word.
In the east it is the custom to sit upon the ground or on low couches; therefore there was nothing unusual
in Mary's posture. While one sister was listening with devout attention to the words of Jesus, the other was
offended because she was left alone to prepare the feast. So confident did she feel of the acceptableness
of her services, that she believed the Lord would reprove her sister for not helping her. She said to the
Lord, "Do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone?" If she had been of a more loving spirit,
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she would have gladly served alone, that her sister at least might enjoy the Savior's instructions.

How many Christians fall into Martha's error! They imagine that much pomp and parade and splendor in
religious worship are honorable to God, and they expend strength, and time, and money, in promoting
these objects, while they lose many precious opportunities of growing in the knowledge of Christ--and, not
content with acting in this manner themselves, they often blame those who devote their chief attention to
the word of God.

How beautiful an example does Mary afford to those who are unjustly accused by their fellow-Christians!
She remained silent, and left it to her Lord to answer for her.

Perhaps Martha was surprised at receiving reproof instead of commendation. The sister she blamed was
praised, and the conduct she thought so admirable was censured. The Lord will pronounce many
sentences at the last day that will surprise even his sincere followers. Though Martha was careful, and
troubled about many things, we know that she was a real believer, but she had not so enlightened a mind
or so devoted a heart as her meek and lowly sister.

Mary cared as much as Martha for the comfort and honor of her Lord. On another occasion she showed
her love by expending her choicest treasures upon his precious body, for she poured the ointment on his
head just before his death and burial. But she knew that the day-spring from on high had visited us, "to
give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death," and she opened her heart to receive
those living beams.

Do we desire to enjoy the light of life? Let us get alone with Jesus, and speak to him in prayer, and hear
what he will say to us in his word.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/luke-1028-to-end-martha-and-mary/
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